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MOTOR DRIVE CONTROL APPARATUS
AND METHOD HAVING MOTOR CURRENT
LIMIT FUNCTION UPON MOTOR LOCK

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application relates to and incorporates herein by
reference Japanese Paten Application No. 10-328249 filed
on Nov. 18, 1998.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to a motor drive control
apparatus and method having a motor current limit function,
which can be applied to a motor driven throttle valve control
in an internal combustion engine.

2. Related Art

In a motor driven throttle control apparatus for vehicles,
a direct current motor is coupled to a throttle valve of an
internal combustion engine. The motor is driven with an
electric current (motor current) of 100% duty at the time of
starting the motor drive from one position to another to
improve responsiveness of the throttle valve. The motor
current is reversed temporarily to brake the motor so that the
throttle valve is stopped at a target throttle position or angle,
when the throttle valve rotates to a position near the target
throttle position. The current increases excessively when the
motor locks due to jamming of foreign obstacles with the
throttle valve. The current is shut off to protect semicon-
ductor switching devices, when the motor lock is detected
based on the condition that the throttle valve does not rotate
to the target position within a predetermined time period.

The motor tends to lock slightly when water on the
throttle valve freezes. However, the motor will rotate again
normally when the supply of the motor current is continued,
unless the degree of freezing is substantial. If the time period
for the motor lock detection is set short, the current is shut
off unnecessarily even when the motor lock is nominal, such
as when the degree of freezing is not substantial. If the time
period for the motor lock detection is set long, semiconduc-
tor switching devices of large size and cost are required.

In U.S. Pat. No. 5,712,550, a motor current is limited to
below a predetermined level to reduce the power capacity
and cost of semiconductor switching devices. However, the
motor drive with the limited motor current will result in
insufficiency of the drive torque for starting the motor drive
from one rotation position to another and the braking force
for braking the motor, thereby lessening the responsiveness
of the throttle valve.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

It is therefore an object of the present invention to provide
a motor drive control apparatus and method, which enables
a continued supply of motor current upon detection of a
motor lock without lessened responsiveness and increased
size and cost of switching devices.

According to the present invention, a motor is driven with
a high motor current for a larger torque during the initial
stage of motor drive, and thereafter with a low motor current
lower than the high motor current. As the high motor current
is only for the motor drive starting period, the size and cost
of switching devices need not be increased. Thus, the supply
of motor current can be continued for some period of time
to counter the nominal motor lock.

According to the present invention, a motor is braked with
a high motor current for a larger torque during a motor
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braking, and thereafter with a low motor current lower than
the motor current supplied during the motor braking. Thus,
the motor braking performance can be improved, and the
heating of semiconductor switching devices can be reduced
because of reduction of the motor current after the motor
braking.

Preferably, the high motor current and the low motor
current during the motor drive starting operation and the
motor braking operation are limited to predetermined levels,
respectively. Further, the motor current in shut off, when a
control object driven by the motor does not attain a target
position for more than a predetermined reference period.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The above and other objects, features and advantages of
the present invention will become more apparent from the
following detailed description made with reference to the
accompanying drawings. In the drawings:

FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram showing a motor drive
control apparatus applied to an electronic throttle control
according to a first embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 2 is an electric wiring diagram showing a drive
control circuit used in the first embodiment;

FIG. 3 is a timing diagram showing a normal operation of
the first embodiment;

FIG. 4 is a timing diagram showing a motor lock opera-
tion of the first embodiment;

FIG. § is an electric wiring diagram showing a drive
control circuit used in a motor drive control apparatus
according to a second embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 6 is a timing diagram showing a normal operation of
the second embodiment; and

FIG. 7 is a timing diagram showing a motor lock opera-
tion of the second embodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
PREFERRED EMBODIMENT

The present invention will be described in detail with
reference to embodiments of a motor drive control apparatus
applied to an electronic throttle control for vehicle engines.
Same or like reference numerals designates the same or like
parts throughout the embodiments.

First Embodiment

Referring first to FIG. 1, a throttle valve 12 disposed
rotatably as a control object in an engine intake pipe 11 is
coupled to an electrically-driven direct current motor 13.
The throttle valve 12 is normally biased in the closing
direction by a return spring (not shown), so that the throttle
valve 12 may be returned to a closed or idle position upon
failure of the motor operation. Thus, the motor 13 is required
to produce a torque for driving the throttle valve 12 in the
opening direction against the return spring. As the torque of
the motor 13 should be large enough to start rotating the
throttle valve 12 from its stationary position (e.g., closed
position) and to brake the motor 13 in the course of the
motor rotation, the electric current to the motor 13 should be
increased during the motor drive starting operation and the
motor braking operation.

A throttle sensor 14 is coupled with the throttle valve 12
to detect a throttle position or throttle opening degree. An
accelerator sensor 17 is coupled with an accelerator pedal 16
to detect an accelerator position or accelerator stroke. The
output signals of the throttle sensor 14 and the accelerator
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sensor 17 are applied to an engine control circuit 15, which
in turn controls the throttle valve 12 through the motor 13 as
well as ignitions and fuel injections of the engine.

The engine control circuit 15 produces drive command
signals A1-A4 to a drive control circuit 18 in correspon-
dence with the output signals of the throttle sensor 14 and
the accelerator sensor 17. Thus, the drive control circuit 18
drives the motor 13 to rotate the throttle valve 12 to a target
position corresponding to the detected actual accelerator
position.

The drive control circuit 18 includes a drive logic circuit
19 to which the drive command signals A1-A4 are applied
from the engine control circuit 15, an H-bridge type drive
circuit 20 which drives the motor 13, and a current detection
circuit 21 which detects a motor current, i.e., an electric
current supplied from the drive circuit 20 to the motor 13.
The drive control circuit 18 is constructed to supply the
motor current without limiting it during time periods of
starting and braking the motor 13, and limiting it to a lower
level during the other time periods, i.e., after the motor drive
starting period and the motor braking period.

If the motor 13 locks in the motor drive starting period, for
instance, the motor current is limited. If the motor 13 ceases
to lock during the current limiting operation, the current
limitation is released. However, if the throttle valve 12 does
not rotate to the target throttle position within a predeter-
mined time period, the engine control circuit 15 determines
it to be the motor lock and stops the supply of the motor
current to the motor 13.

The drive control circuit 18 is shown in more detail in
FIG. 2. In the drive circuit 20, four semiconductor switching
devices such as MOSFETs 22-25 are connected in H-bridge
type. The positive (+) and negative (=) terminals of the
motor 13 is connected to a junction between the MOSFETs
22 and 25 and to a junction between the MOSFETs 23 and
24, respectively. The high-side (MOSFETSs 22 and 23) of the
drive circuit 20 is connected to the positive (+) terminal of
an electric power source 26 such as a storage battery 26. The
low-side (MOSFETs 24 and 25) of the drive circuit 20 is
connected to the negative (=) or grounded terminal of the
battery 26 through the current detection circuit 21. The
current detection circuit 21 includes a resistor 27 and a
differential amplifier circuit 28. The output signal of the
current detection circuit 21 indicative of the motor current
flowing in the motor 13 is applied to the drive logic circuit
19.

In the drive logic circuit 19, a comparator 30 is provided
to compare the output signal of the current detection circuit
21 with a reference signal Vref, which is set to correspond
to the maximum limit level of the motor current.
Specifically, this limit level is set low to protect the MOS-
FETs 22-25 from breaking even under the condition that the
motor current continues to flow for a certain period at the
time of motor lock. That is, the limit level is set lower than
the level of the motor current which occurs at the time of
motor drive starting or motor braking.

Each time the motor current exceeds the limit current
level, the comparator 30 produces a high level output signal.
This signal is applied to set terminals S of reset-set type
RS-latches 31 and 32, which are a set-prioritized type.
Output signals of timers 33 and 34 are applied to reset
terminals R of the RS-latches 31 and 32.

The RS-latch 31 is set in response to the high level signal
of the comparator 30 indicative of the motor current being
in excess of the limit level (Vref), and produces a high level
output signal from its output terminal Q to the timer 33 and

10

15

20

25

30

40

45

50

55

60

65

4

an AND gate 39. The timer 33 is for setting an off-period for
turning off the supply of the motor current temporarily each
time the motor current exceeds the limit level during the
motor current limiting operation. The timer 33 starts a time
count in response to the applied high level output signal, and
produces a high level output signal from its output terminal
Q to a reset terminal R of the RS-latch 31 when the count
time reaches a predetermined or fixed reference time period.
The RS-latch 31 produces a low level signal from its output
terminal Q to the timer 33 and the AND gate 39. The timer
33 is reset in response to the applied low level output signal
and produces a low level signal from its output terminal Q.
Thus, as the RS-latch 31 and the timer 33 forms a closed
loop, the RS-latch 31 produces the high level output signal
for the predetermined time period each time the motor
current exceeds the limit level in the course of the current
limit operation, so that the motor current is reduced to zero
temporarily, as shown in FIG. 4.

The RS-latch 32 receives at its reset terminal R the output
signal of the output terminal Q of the timer 34, which
receives the output signal of its output terminal Q at its input
terminal T through a delay circuit 35 and an inverter 36.
Thus, when the timer 34 reverses its output signal to a low
level at its output terminal Q, the delay circuit 35 reverses
to a low level after a delay time period. At the same time, a
high level signal is applied to the input terminal T of the
timer 34 from the inverter 36. Thus, the timer 34 starts a time
count, and produces the high level output signal from its
output terminal Q when the count time reaches a predeter-
mined time period t34. This high level signal is delayed by
the delay circuit 35 and applied to the inverter 36, which in
turn produces the low level signal to the input terminal T of
the timer 34. The timer 34 responsively resets its time count
operation and reverse its output signal at the output terminal
Q to the low level. As the timer 34, the delay circuit 35 and
the inverter 36 form a closed loop, the timer 34 produces the
high level signal for only the delay time period of the delay
circuit 35 at every predetermined time period t34 set in the
timer 34 as shown in FIG. 3.

The output signal at the output terminal Q of the timer 34
is applied to the reset terminal R of the RS-latch 32 and a
clock input terminal CK of a D-type flip-flop (DFF) 37,
which has a data input terminal D connected to the output
terminal Q of the RS-latch 32.

When the RS-latch 32 receives at its set terminal S the
high level signal from the comparator 30 indicating that the
motor current is in excess of the limit level, the RS-latch 32
is set to produce a high level output signal from its output
terminal Q to the data input terminal D of the D-type
flip-flop 37. Further, the RS-latch 32 is reset in response to
the high level signal of the timer 34 applied to its reset
terminal R at every predetermined time period t34, and
produces a low level signal from its output terminal Q to the
data input terminal D of the D-type flip-flop 37.

The D-type flip-flop 37 stores and holds the output level
of the output terminal Q of the RS-latch 32 applied to its data
input terminal D at a timing that the output level of the timer
34 applied to its clock input terminal CK changes from low
to high. The D-type flip-flop 37 thus produces a signal level
which corresponds to the stored signal level to an input
terminal T of a timer 38.

As the RS-latch 32 and the D-type flip-flop 37 operate as
above, the high level signal is applied from the output
terminal Q of the d-type flip-flop 37 to the input terminal T
of the timer 38.

In this instance, the time period t34 defined by the timer
34 is set longer than a sum of the time period of temporarily



US 6,329,777 B1

5

shutting of the motor current supply due to the motor current
in excess of the limit level during the current limit operation
and the time period in which the motor current supply is
restarted after the temporary shut-off and exceeds the limit
level again. Thus, the output signal at the output terminal Q
of the D-type flip-flop 37 is maintained at the high level in
the current limit operation.

The timer 38 starts the time count to count the time
periods tla and t2a, in which the motor current is in excess
of the limit level as shown in FIG. 3, upon receiving from
the output terminal Q of the D-type flip-flop 37 the high
level signal indicating that the motor current is in excess of
the limit level. When the timer 38 completes its time count
of the time period t38 (FIG. 4), the timer 38 produces a high
level signal (current limit operation start signal) from its
output terminal Q to the AND gate 39. The timer 38 resets
its time count operation in response to the low level signal
of the D-type flip-flop 37 indicating that the motor current is
below the limit level, and produces the low level signal from
its output terminal Q to the AND gate.

The time period t38 defined by the timer 38 is for
determining a timing of starting the current limit level when
the motor drive starting period or the motor braking period
continues long. Thus, this time period t38 is set a little longer
than the period of motor drive starting or motor braking
under the normal condition, that is, under the condition of no
lock. Thus, as shown in FIG. 3, the actual throttle position
becomes close to the target throttle position and completes
the motor drive starting or the motor braking under the
normal operation condition before the count time period tla
or t2a reaches the time period t38. As a result, the motor
current is not limited, so that the motor 13 is started and
braked without motor current limitation. Thus, quick respon-
siveness of the throttle valve 12 is attained during the motor
drive starting operation and the motor braking operation.

The AND gate 39 produces a high level output only when
the output signal levels of the timer 38 and the RS-latch 31
are both high. Thus, the output level of the AND gate 39 is
maintained low during the normal operation (FIG. 3).
However, it is reversed to high only for the period of
temporarily shutting off the current supply in response to
each rise of the motor current above the limit level (FIG. 4).

The output signal of the AND gate 39 is applied to OR
gates 40 and 41, and also to AND gates 43 and 44 through
an inverter 42. The drive command signals A1-A4 are
applied from the engine control circuit 15 to OR gates 40, 41
and the AND gates 43, 44. Output signals of the OR gates
40 and 41 are applied to the gates of the high-side MOSFETs
22 and 23 through a protective control circuit 45 and
pre-drivers 46 and 47. Thus, the high-side MOSFETS 22 and
23 turn on when the high-side drive command signal Al and
A2 are high, respectively. Further, the MOSFETs 22 and 23
turn on when the output level of the AND gate 39 is high,
i.e., when the motor current supply is shut off temporarily
under the current limit operation, so that the energy remain-
ing in coils of the motor 13 is circulated through a circula-
tion path 50 during the period of temporarily shutting off the
motor current.

The output signal of the AND gates 43 and 44 are applied
to the gates of the low-side MOSFETs 24 and 25 through the
protective control circuit 45 and pre-drivers 48 and 49. Thus,
the MOSFETs 24 and 25 turn on, when the low-side
command drive signals A3 and A4 are high and the output
signal of the inverter 42 is high. During the normal
operation, as shown in FIG. 3, the output signal of the AND
gate 39 is maintained low and the output signal of the
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inverter 42 is maintained high. As a result, the drive com-
mand signals A3 and A4 passes through the AND gates 43
and 44 without signal level changes, and the MOSFETs 24
and turn on to supply the motor current to the motor 13,
when the drive command signals A3 and A4 are high.

During the motor current limit operation, as shown in
FIG. 4, the output signal of the AND gate 39 is reversed to
high only during temporarily shutting off the motor current
in response to each increase of the motor current above the
limit level. Thus, the output signal of the inverter 42 is
reversed to low during the same period. As a result, the
output signal of the AND gate 43 or 44 temporarily changes
to low each time the motor current exceeds the limit level,
even under the condition that the low-side drive command
signal A3 or A4 is high. Thus, the MOSFET 24 or 25 is
temporarily turned off each time the motor current exceeds
the limit level, so that the motor current is limited to be less
than the limit level.

The protective control circuit 45 includes various logic for
preventing an excessive current from flowing continuously
through the motor 13 due to turning on of the MOSFETs
22-25 connected to both terminals of the motor 13, and for
forcing the MOSFETs 22-25 to turn off when the excessive
current continues to flow.

The operation of the first embodiment under the normal
condition (no motor lock) will be described in further detail
with reference to FIG. 3.

As long as the throttle valve 12 is in the stationary
position during the period t0, the engine control circuit 15
maintains the drive command signal Al high and changes
the drive command signal A3 to high and low at a duty ratio
determined in correspondence with the throttle position at
that time. Thus, the MOSFET 22 is maintained turned on,
while the MOSFET 24 is turned on and off alternately at the
determined duty ratio. The motor current flows in the
forward direction indicated by an arrow B in FIG. 2 to
maintain the opening position of the throttle valve 12 against
the return spring.

During the period t0, the drive command signal A2 is
changed to high each time the drive command signal A3
changes to low. Thus, the MOSFET 23 turns on each time
the MOSFET 24 turns off, so that the electromagnetic energy
remaining in the coil of the motor 13 is circulated through
the circulation path 50.

In the case that the target throttle position is changed with
the movement of the accelerator pedal 16, the engine control
circuit 15 drives the motor 13 with the motor current of
100% duty ratio during the time period t1 so that the actual
throttle position approaches the target throttle position in a
short period of time. That is, during this motor drive starting
period t1, the drive command signals Al and A3 are main-
tained high to turn on the MOSFETs 22 and 24 continuously
so that the motor 13 is driven with the motor current of 100%
duty ratio flowing in the forward direction (B). Thus, the
drive starting torque is increased to speed up the rotating
speed of the throttle valve 12. The current limit operation is
not effected during this period t1, because the count time tla
of the timer 38, i.e., the period in which the motor current
exceeds the limit level, does not reach the time period t38
which defines the timing for starting the current limit
operation.

When the actual throttle position changes into a prede-
termined range from the target throttle position in the period
t1, the engine control circuit 15 starts to brake the motor 13
to stop the throttle valve 12 at the target position. In the
braking period t2, the MOSFETs 23 and 25 are both turned
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on continuously so that the motor 13 is driven with the motor
current of 100% duty ratio in a reverse direction indicated by
an arrow C in FIG. 2. Thus, the braking force of the motor
13 is increased to stop the throttle valve 12 at the target
throttle position within a short period of time. The current
limit operation is not effected in this period t2, because the
count time t2a of the timer 38, i.e., the braking period in
which the motor current exceeds the limit level, does not
reach the time period t38 which defines the timing for
starting the current limit operation. As long as the throttle
valve 12 is maintained at the target position during the
period t3, the motor 13 is driven with the duty-controlled
motor current in the same manner as in the period t0.

The operation of the first embodiment under the motor
lock condition will be described next with reference to FIG.
4. It is assumed that the motor locks at timing tx immediately
after starting to drive the motor 13.

When the motor 13 locks, the throttle valve 12 will not be
rotated to the target throttle position even when the motor 13
is driven with the motor current of 100% duty ratio for a
certain period. Thus, the motor current in excess of the limit
level continues to flow in the motor 13 for a longer period
than in the normal operation (FIG. 3). If the period tla of
continuation of supplying the motor current in excess of the
limit level counted by the timer 38 exceeds the time period
t38, the current limit operation is effected in the following
manner.

When the count time tla of the timer 38 reaches the time
period t38 set for starting the current limit operation, the
timer 38 produces the high level output. The AND gate 39
produces the high level output signal only during the period
in which the output signal of the RS-latch 31 is high, i.c.,
only for the period of temporarily shutting off the motor
current. Thus, the high level signal of the AND gate 39 is
inverted to the low level signal by the inverter 42 to be
applied to the AND gate 43. Each time the motor current
exceeds the limit level, the output signal of the AND gate 43
is changed to low temporarily even when the drive com-
mand signal A3 is high. Thus, during the current limit
operation, the MOSFET 24 is turned off temporarily to limit
the motor current to be less than the limit level each time the
motor current exceeds the limit level.

In this current limit operation, the output signal of the OR
gate 41 is reversed to high during the turning off of the
MOSFET 24. Thus, the MOSFET 23 is turned on to circulate
the energy in the coil of the motor 13 through the circulation
path 50.

If the motor lock disappears and the throttle valve 12 is
rotated close to the target throttle position during this current
limit operation, the motor current control is changed to the
motor braking current control. When the motor current for
the braking is started, the motor current decreases tempo-
rarily below the limit level. The output signal of the D-type
flip-flop 37 changes to low, and the timer 38 is reset and
produces the low level signal. Thus, the current limit opera-
tion is canceled. The motor 13 is driven with the motor
current of 100% duty ratio in the reverse direction (C) to
brake the throttle valve 12.

If the throttle valve 12 is not rotated closely to the target
throttle position even when the current limit operation is
continued, the engine control circuit 15 finally shuts off the
current supply to the motor 13 in the following manner. The
engine control circuit 15 measures the time period in which
the difference between the actual throttle position and the
target throttle position continues to exceed a predetermined
reference. If the measured period reaches a predetermined
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period t4, the engine control circuit 15 determines it as the
motor lock and changes all the drive signal levels to low.
Thus, the current supply to the motor 13 is shut off.

Alternatively, the engine control circuit 15 may be con-
nected to receive the output signal of the timer 38 as shown
by a dotted line in FIG. 2. This output signal is a current limit
monitor signal. The period of the high level of this monitor
signal indicating the current limit operation may be
measured, so that the engine control circuit 15 may shut off
the current supply to the motor 13 by changing all the drive
command signals to the low level. Although the motor
current supply is controlled as described above and shown in
FIG. 4 when the motor locks at the time of the motor drive
starting, the motor current supply is controlled in the similar
manner when the motor locks at the time of motor braking.

According to the first embodiment, the motor 13 is started
(or braked) without limiting the motor current within the
drive start time period (or brake period) set a little longer
than the normal drive start time period (or normal brake time
period). Therefore, the drive start torque (or braking force)
can be increased more to improve the responsiveness of the
throttle valve 12 than in the case of limiting the motor
current from the beginning of the motor drive starting (or
braking).

Further, the motor current is limited to a lower level, when
the motor current continues to exceed the limit level for
more than the predetermined period t38 during the period of
the motor drive starting (or motor braking). Thus, the current
flowing in the MOSFETs 22-25 can be limited to the lower
level to reduce the heat generation of the MOSFETs 22-25.
As a result, the motor current supply may be continued for
a longer period to some extent, so that the nominal lock of
the motor 13 may be eliminated by the continued application
of the driving torque. Further, the size and cost of the
MOSFETs 22-25 can be reduced in correspondence with the
reduction in the heat generation of the same.

Second Embodiment

This embodiment is directed to a apparatus in which the
motor 13 is capable of providing a sufficient torque.
Therefore, the motor current supplied during the period of
the motor drive starting (or motor braking) is limited at a
high level, which will not lessen the motor drive starting (or
braking) performance. However, when it is likely that the
motor locks, the motor current is limited to a low level after
the motor drive starting period.

In this embodiment, as shown in FIG. §, a reference signal
switching circuit 51 is provided in the drive logic circuit 19
to switch the reference signal Vref applied to the comparator
30 between a high level Vref(H) for the high limit level and
a low level Vref(L) for the low current limit level. The
switching circuit 51 has three resistors 52-54 connected in
series between a power source Vec and ground. A transistor
55 is connected across the ground-side resistor 54, and the
junction between the resistors 52 and 53 is connected to the
comparator 30.

The output of the RS-latch 31 is directly connected to the
OR gates 40 and 41 without through AND gate (39 in FIG.
2), and to the AND gates 43 and 44 through the inverter 42.
The output terminal Q of the timer 38 is connected to the
transistor 55 to switch the reference signal Vref.

The second embodiment normally operates as shown in
FIG. 6. That is, as the timer 38 normally continues to
produce the low level signal, the transistor 55 is maintained
turned off. As a result, the reference signal Vref is main-
tained at the high level Vref(H), which is determined as
follows.
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Vief(H)=Veex(R53+R54)/(R52+R53+R54)

When the accelerator pedal 16 is stepped on further, the
motor drive starting operation is effected in the same manner
as in the first embodiment until the actual throttle position
approaches the target throttle position. The motor current of
100% duty ratio is supplied to the motor 13 at the initial
stage of the drive period t1. However, the RS-latch 31
produces the high level signal only during the period deter-
mined by the timer 33, each time the motor current exceeds
the high limit level determined by the high reference signal
Vref(H). This high level output signal is inverted to the low
level signal by the inverter 42 and applied to the AND gate
43. As a result, the output signal of the AND gate 43 is
changed to low temporarily each time the motor current
exceeds the high limit level, even when the drive command
signal A3 is high. Thus, the MOSFET 24 is turned off
temporarily to restrict the motor current to be less than the
high limit level by the reduced duty ratio.

During this current limit operation, the electromagnetic
energy remaining in the coil of the motor 13 is circulated
through the circulation path 50 by turning on the MOSFET
23 when the MOSFET 24 is turned off.

When the throttle valve 12 is rotated to a position within
the predetermined range from the target throttle position, the
motor current is reversed for motor braking. That is, at the
initial stage of the braking period t2, the motor 13 is supplied
with the motor current of 100% duty ratio. However, the
RS-latch 31 produces the high level signal only during the
period determined by the timer 33, each time the motor
current exceeds the high limit level determined by the high
reference signal Vref(H). Thus, in the same manner as in the
drive period t1, the motor current is shut off temporarily to
restrict the motor current to be less than the high limit level.

After the throttle valve 12 is rotated to the target throttle
position, the motor 13 is supplied with the motor current of
a duty ratio corresponding to the throttle position to maintain
the throttle valve 12 at the target position during the time
period t3 in the same manner as in the period t0.

The second embodiment will operate as shown in FIG. 7,
when the motor locks. It is assumed that the motor locks at
timing tx immediately after starting to drive the motor 13.

When the motor 13 locks, the throttle valve 12 will not be
rotated to the target throttle position even when the motor 13
is driven with the motor current limited to the high limit
level. Thus, if the period t1a of continuation of supplying the
motor current in excess of the high limit level counted by the
timer 38 exceeds the time period t38, the current limit
operation is effected in the following manner to limit the
motor current to the low limit level.

When the count time tla of the timer 38 reaches the time
period t38, the timer 38 produces the high level output
signal.

The transistor 55 turns on in response to this high level
signal to short the resistor 54. Thus, the reference signal Vref
is switched to the low reference signal Vref(L) which
corresponds to the low limit level and defined as follows.

Vref(L)=VeexR53/(R52+R53)

This low limit level is set not to break the MOSFETs
22-25 even when the motor current of this low limit level is
continuously supplied to the motor 13.
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Thus, when the reference signal Vref is switched to the
low reference signal Vref(L), the RS-latch 31 produces the
high level signal only during the period determined by the
timer 33, each time the motor current exceeds the low limit
level. This high level signal is inverted to the low level
signal by the inverter 42 and applied to the AND gate 43.
Thus, the MOSFET 24 is turned off temporarily each time
the motor current exceeds the low limit level to restrict the
motor current to below the low limit level. The MOSFET 23
is turned on to circulate the electromagnetic energy remain-
ing in the motor 13 through the circulation path 50 when the
MOSFET 24 is turned off.

If the throttle valve 12 cannot be rotated to the target
throttle position after the continuation of the supply of the
motor current limited to the low limit level, the motor
current is shut off in the similar manner as in the first
embodiment. Although the motor current supply is con-
trolled as described above and shown in FIG. 7 when the
motor locks at the time of the motor drive starting, the motor
current supply is controlled in the similar manner when the
motor locks at the time of motor braking.

The second embodiment provides the similar advantages
described with reference to the first embodiment.

In the foregoing embodiments, the motor current control
may be effected by a programmed microcomputer in place
of the drive logic circuit 19 constructed in a hard-wired
form. Further, the motor current may be limited in two or
more stages in accordance with the period of continuation of
the motor lock. The MOSFETs 22-25 may be replaced with
other switching devices. Still further, the motor current
control may be applied only to the motor drive starting
operation or the motor braking operation. The motor drive
control may be applied to not only the engine throttle control
but also to other devices.

The present invention should not be limited to the dis-
closed embodiments and modifications, but may be modified
or altered further without departing from the spirit of the
invention.

What is claimed is:

1. A motor drive method for a control object driven by an
electric motor, said method comprising:

supplying a motor with a motor current of a first level to

move a control object from a first position toward a
second position;

measuring a time period of supplying the motor current of

the first level; and

reducing the motor current to a second level lower than

the first level but not to a zero level, when the measured
time period exceeds a reference time period which is
set longer than a normal time period in which the
control object is normally moved from the first position
to the second position.

2. Amotor drive method as in claim 1, further comprising:

measuring a time period of supplying the reduced motor

current of the second level; and

shutting off the reduced motor current when the measured

time period of the reduced motor current continues for
more than a reference time period.

3. Amotor drive method as in claim 1, wherein the control
object is a throttle valve of an internal combustion engine.

4. A motor drive circuit for an electric motor, said circuit
comprising:

means for supplying a motor with motor current of a first

level to move a motor-controlled object from a first
position toward a second position;

means for measuring a time period during which motor

current of the first level is being supplied; and
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means for reducing the motor current to a second level
lower than the first level but not to a zero level, when
the measured time period exceeds a reference time
period which is set longer than a normal time period in
which the controlled object is normally moved from the
first position to the second position.

5. A motor drive circuit as in claim 4 further comprising:

means for measuring a time period during which reduced
motor current of the second level is being supplied; and

12

means for shutting off the reduced motor current when the
measured time period of the reduced motor current
continues for more than a reference time period.

6. A motor drive circuit as in claim 4 wherein the
controlled object is a throttle valve of an internal combustion
engine.





