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SPRING MECHANISM TO CONNECT, LOCK AND
UNLOCK, MEMBERS

The present invention generally relates to mecha-
nisms for connecting and locking, connecting and un-
locking, and connecting and holding two surfaces utiliz-
ing a canted-coil spring. More particularly, the surfaces
may be rectilinear; and electromagnetic shielding, elec-
trical conductivity, heat dissipation and environmental
sealing may also be effected through the use of the
present invention.

Canted-coil springs suitable for the present invention
and a description thereof, along with the loading char-
acteristics of such springs, may be found in U.S. Pat.
Nos. 4,655,462; 4,826,144; 4,830,344; 4,876,781;
4,893,795; 4,907,788; 4,915,366; 4,934,666; 4,961,253;
4,964,204; 4,974,821; 5,072,070; 5,079,388; 5,108,078;
5,117,066; 5,134,244; 5,160,122; 5,161,806; and
5,203,849. All of these patents have been issued to Peter
J. Balsells.

In addition, the hereinabove referenced issued pa-
tents, which are herewith incorporated by specific ref-
erence thereto, describe, in general, electromagnetic
shielding effectiveness of coil spring assembilies, particu-
larly U.S. Pat. Nos. 4,934,666; 5,079,388; and 5,134,244.

The present invention provides for a mechanism suit-
able for many mechanical and electrical applications. In
particular, in electrical applications, the greatest suit-
ability for the present invention combines environmen-
tal sealing with enhanced electrical conductivity.
Through the use of an elastomer with a spring in inti-
mate contact with surrounding coils is provided for
achieving enhanced environmental sealing. The inti-
mate contact between loaded points also enables a for-
eign material, such as moisture, dust or oxidation that
may be present, thus providing an effective environ-
mental seal.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

A connect/disconnect, lock/unlock snap-on fasten-
ing and hold mechanism for mechanical, electromag-
netic shielding, electrical conductivity and thermal dis-
sipation, with further provision for environmental seal-
ing, in accordance with the present invention, generally
includes a body having a groove therein with generally
parallel side walls. A coil spring is provided and dis-
posed in the groove with a portion thereof protruding
from the groove.

Further, in accordance with the present invention, a
housing is provided which has an opening sized to ac-
commodate the body. Groove means, disposed on an
inside surface of the opening, are provided for receiving
the protruding spring portion and for enabling assembly
of the body within the opening when the body and
housing are moved in one direction with respect to
another.

In addition, means defining a tapered bottom in the
groove is provided for preventing the spring from turn-
ing past a vertical line when the body and housing are
moved in another direction with respect to one another.
This structure prevents disassembly of the body and
housing when they are moved in another direction with
respect to one another.

More particularly in accordance with the present
invention, the groove may have a groove width which
is smaller than a coil height of the spring. In addition,
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the tapered bottom may join one of the general parallel
side walls at an angle between about 0° and about 60°.

More preferrably, the tapered bottom may join both
parallel side walls at an angle between about 10° and
20°.

In another embodiment of the present invention, the
tapered bottom may include two flat surfaces intersect-
ing one another and each disposed at an acute angle to
an adjoining parallel side wall. This enables the body
and housing to be locked in both directions, as hereinaf-
ter described in greater detail.

Preferably, the spring includes coils sized for causing
adjacent coils to abut one another upon assembly of the
body within the opening in order to increase magnetic
shielding, electrical conductivity, thermal dissipation
and environmental sealing between the body and the
housing.

Enhanced environmental sealing may be preferably
enhanced by utilizing a spring filled with an elastomer
which may be hollow or solid.

In an alternative embodiment of the present inven-
tion, a housing includes an opening therein having a
groove with generally parallel side walls with a coil
spring disposed therein with a portion protruding there-
from.

A body is sized for insertion into the opening, and
groove means disposed on an outside surface of the
body is provided for receiving the protruding spring
portion and for enabling assembly of the body within
the opening when the body and housing are moved in
one direction with respect to one another.

In addition, means are provided for defining a tapered
bottom in the groove for preventing the spring from
turning past a vertical line when the body and housing
are moved in another direction with respect to one
another in order to prevent disassembly of the body and
housing.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The advantages and features of the present invention
will be better understood by the following description
when considered in conjunction with the accompany-
ing drawings in which:

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of one embodiment in
accordance with the present invention in which a spring
is disposed between longitudinal members;

FIG. 2 is a perspective view of another embodiment
in which a spring is disposed between curved and linear
portions of mating members;

FIG. 3 is a perspective view of another embodiment
in which a spring is disposed between members of rect-
angular shape;

FIG. 4 is a perspective view of another embodiment
in which a spring is disposed between members of hex-
agnal, shape;

FIGS. 5a, 5b and 5c are representational cross section
views of a lock and connect mechanism as may be uti-
lized between members shown in FIGS. 1-4, generally
showing a tapered bottom groove and a spring in vari-
ous positions;

FIGS. 6a, 6b, and 6¢ are representational cross-sec-
tion views of a lock and connect mechanism as may be
utilized between members shown in FIGS. 1-4, gener-
ally showing a tapered bottom groove and a spring in
various positions;

FIGS. 7a, 7b, 7c and 7d are representational cross-
section views of a connect and unlock mechanism as
may be utilized between members shown in FIGS. 1-4,
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generally showing a tapered bottom groove and a
spring in various positions;

FIGS. 8a, 8b, 8c are representational cross-section
views of a connect and hold mechanism as may be uti-
lized between members shown in FIGS. 1-4, generally
showing a tapered bottom groove and a spring in vari-
.ous positions;

FIGS. 94, 9b, 9¢, and 9d are representational cross-
section views of a bidirectional lock and connect mech-
anism as may be utilized between members shown in
FIGS. 1-4, generally showing a tapered bottom groove
and a spring in various positions;

FIGS. 10a, 105, 10c¢ and 104 are representational
cross-section views of a snap-on mechanism as may be
utilized between members shown in FIGS. 1-4, gener-
ally showing a tapered bottom groove and a spring in
various positions;

FIG. 11 is a fastener embodiment of the present in-
vention showing a variation of a tapered bottom with
the piston locked to a plate;

FIG. 12 is a view similar to the fastener embodiment
shown in FIG. 11, showing the spring in a free position
and the plate separated from the cylindrical body before
assembly thereof;

FIG. 13 is a view similar to the fastener embodiment
shown in FIG. 14, showing the cylindrical body and
plate member fully assembled;

FIG. 14 is an enlarged view of the spring shown in
FIG. 11;

FIG. 15 is an alternative view of the present inven-
tion in which the groove has a flat bottom;

FIG. 16 is a view similar to the fastener embodiment
shown in FIG. 15 with a spring butted against a plate,
thereby preventing disassembly of the cylindrical body
and the plate; .

FIG. 17 shows a snap-on embodiment in which the
cylindrical body is fastened to a housing;

FIG. 18 is similar to the embodiment shown with the
cylindrical body inserted into the housing;

FIGS. 19a and 19b are cross-sectional views of an
elastomer-filled spring having a hollow center suitable
for use in the present invention;

FIGS. 20a and 205 are views of an alternative em-
bodiment of the spring suitable for use in the present
invention having a solid elastomer therein; and

FIGS. 21a and 215 are views of another embodiment
of the spring in accordance with the present invention
having an elastomer therein extending exterior to the
coils along minor axis thereof.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Turning now to FIGS. 1-4, there are shown several
embodiments 10, 12, 14, 16 in accordance with the pres-
ent invention, each generally-including a male part 18,
20, 22, 24 and a female part 26, 28, 30, 32.

Turning to FIGS. 5a-5¢, coil spring 36 is disposed
within groove 38 in the male part 18 having a portion
110 protruding from the circumferential groove 36.

The female part 26 includes a slot 42 which is sized
for accommodating the male part 18 ( see FIG. 1).

A groove 46, disposed on an inside surface 48 of the
- slot 42 (see FIGS. 5¢-5c¢) provides a means for receiving
the protruding spring portion 110 and for enabling as-
‘sembly of the male part 18 within the slot 42 when the
male part 18 and female part 26 are moved in the direc-
tion of arrow 50, shown in FIG. 5a. FIGS. 5a and 5¢
show the mechanism 10 in a disconnected, or unlocked,
position and FIG. 5b shows the male part 18 in a con-
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nected, or locked, position with respect to the female
part 26 against movement in the direction of arrow 52.
The male and female parts may be disconnected upon
movement in the direction of arrows 54, 56 as shown in
FIGS. 5b, 5c.

A tapered bottorn 60 of the groove 38 provides a
means for preventing the spring 40 from turning past a
line 62 (see FIG. 5b ) when the male part 18 and female
part 26 are moved in another, opposite, direction as
indicated by the arrow 52. This prevents disassembly of
the male part 18 and the female part 26 in the direction
of the arrow 52. While the groove 38 bottom may be
flat, improved reliability is achieved with the tapered
bottom because it facilitates assembly and disassembly
with minimum stress concentration on the spring 36.
Further description of the spring 36-loading may be
found in U.S. patent application entitled “Radially
Mounted Spring to Connect, Lock and Unlock, Hold
Snap-on Fastening, and for Mechanical, Electromag-
netic Shielding, Electrical conductivity, Thermal Dissi-
pation with Environmental Sealing” Ser. No.
08/143,913, filed on even date herewith, and such de-
scription is incorporated herein by this specific refer-
ence thereto.

FIG. 5b shows the spring 36 in a compressed position
locking the male part 18 to the female part 26. As shown
in FIG. 5b , the tapered bottom 60 may join both the
parallel side walls 66, 68 at a tapered angle A. The
degree of forced connect and unlock is substantially
influenced by the taper angle A; the smaller the taper,
the higher the force. As the taper angle increases, the
force decreases. The angle A may vary from 0° to 89°,
but preferably the angle A is between about 10° and
about 20°.

FIGS. 6a-6¢ show an alternative embodiment 70, in
accordance with the present invention, having a male
part 72 and a groove 74 with side walls 76, 78 disposed
in a female part 80 with a spring 82 disposed therein. A
groove 86 in the male part 72 having a ramp portion 88
functions in the same manner as the embodiment 10
shown in FIGS. 5a -5c¢. FIG. 62 shows the cylinder in
an unlocked, or disconnected, position and FIGS. 65, 6c
show the male part 72 in a locked, or connected, posi-
tion with respect to the female part 80.

Movement of the male part 72 in the direction of
arrow 90 is prevented by the spring 82 while movement
in the direction of arrow 92 enables the male part 72 to
be disconnected from the female part 80. A tapered
bottom 94 of the embodiment 70 provides a substan-
tially greater degree of reliability because it facilitates
assembly and disassembly with a minimum stress con-
centration acting on the spring, thus increasing its reli-
ability.

In addition, the amount of locking force, as herein-
above noted, may be controlled by the angle A of the.
tapered bottom.

FIGS. 7a-7d show an alternative embodiment 100
which includes a male part 102 disposed within a female
part 184. A groove 106 in the male part 102 includes a
tapered bottom for supporting a spring 110. A detent
112 in the female part 104 includes ramp portions 116,
118 on each side thereof to facilitate assembly and con-
necting of the male part 102 with the female part 104 in
both directions, as indicated by the arrows 120, 122.

FIGS. 8a-8¢ show yet another embodiment 126, in
accordance with the present invention, generally show-
ing 2 male part 128 within a female part 130 -with a
groove 132 having a tapered bottom 108 for receiving a
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spring 138. A ramp portion 140 on the female part 130
facilitates assembly of the male part 128 within the
female part 130.

The embodiment 146, shown in FIGS. 92-9d, enables
a male part 148 to be connected and locked in both
directions within a female part 150. For the purposes of
the present description, this term means that the male
part 148 is locked in one direction but can be discon-
nected in the opposite direction and, by switching the
position of a spring 152 within a groove 154, having two
tapered surfaces 158, 160 connect and lock can be
achieved in the opposite direction. In FIGS. 94 and 94,
a locked position is indicated by the arrows 162, 164;
and the unlocked position is indicated by the arrows
166, 168. As most clearly shown in FIG. 92-9d, the
tapered surfaces 158, 160 join respective groove side
walls 172, 174 at angles B, C which are acute. Thus,
depending upon the position of the spring 152, locking
action can be achieved in one direction, as shown by the
arrows 162, 164 or in the opposite direction, as indicated
by the arrows 166, 168. In FIGS. 102-10d there is yet
another embodiment 180 in accordance with the present
invention, which provides a snap-on connection be-
- tween a male part 182 and a female plate 184. The male
part 182 and female plate 184 are held together by
means of a canted-coil spring 190. The male part 182
may be of any shape shown in FIGS. 1-4. In addition,
the spring 190 may be mounted in the male part 182 as
shown or in the female plate 184.

As shown in FIGS. 10a-104, the groove 192 in the
male part 182 includes a tapered bottom 194. The ta-
pered bottom 194 permits substantially a greater degree
of flexibility in assembly and the angle of the taper
influences such flexibility as hereinabove noted. After
the assembly takes place, it is necessary that the spring
have sufficient force to snap outward and create the
actual locking action that keeps the male part 182 and
the female plate 184 together.

In addition, an outward groove side wall 198 may be
disposed at an angle a for the purpose of preventing the
spring 190 from vibrating out of the groove 192 and
further provide a greater degree of reliability of perfor-
mance.

The spring 190 may be sized so that it is compressed
in a manner that the coils will butt or nearly butt, as
shown in FIG. 104, to provide for effective electromag-
netic shielding and improved electrical conductivity
between the male part 182 and female plate 184 as well
as provide improved thermal dissipation and environ-
mental sealing. In this configuration, destruction of the
spring 190 may be necessary in order to separate the
male part 182 from the plate 184.

The tapered bottom 194 may be a compound surface
having a plurality of angles © as illustrated in FIG. 10c.
As shown, the compound surface comprises three con-
tiguous surfaces, 202, 204, 206 which are configured for
controlling the locking force of the spring 190.

In FIG. 11 there is yet another embodiment 280 in
accordance with the present invention, which provides
a snap-on fastening connection between a cylindrical
member 282 and a housing plate 284. The cylindrical
member 282 and plate 284 are held together by means of
a canted-coil spring 290. The member 282 may be cylin-
drical although means of fabrication to other geome-
tries, such as rectangular or elliptical shape (not shown),
may be utilized. In addition, the spring 290 may be
mounted in the piston in a circular pattern as shown or
in the housing.
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FIG. 12 shows the embodiment 280 with the plate
284 separated from the cylindrical housing 282. A
groove 292 in an end portion 282A has a tapered bottom
294.

As shown in FIG. 14, a tapered bottom 294 in the
circumferential groove 292 prevents a spring 290 from
rotating past a line 291 perpendicular to the cylindrical
body axis in order to prevent disassembly of the cylin-
drical body 282 from the plate 284.

The plate 284 has a selected thickness and an opening
293 therein with a diameter greater than the diameter of
the end portion 282A and smaller than the body 282
diameter for receiving the end portion 282A with the
spring protruding, as shown in FIG. 11, from the cir-
cumferential groove 292 on a side 297 of the plate 284
opposite another side 299 of the plate 284 facing the
cylindrical body 282.

Turning to FIG. 13, there is shown an enlarged view
of the end portion 282A showing the spring 290 in a
fully assembled position.

As most clearly shown in FIG. 14, the groove 292 in
the member 282 includes a tapered bottom 294. The
tapered groove 292 permits substantially a greater de-
gree of flexibility in assembly and the angle of the taper
influences such flexibility as hereinabove noted. After
the assembly takes place, it is necessary that the spring
have sufficient force to snap inward or outward and
create the actual locking action that keeps the member
282 and the plate 184 together.

In addition, an outward groove side wall 298 may be
disposed at an angle a for the purpose of preventing the
spring 290 from vibrating out of the groove 292 and
further provide a greater degree of reliability of perfor-
mance.

The spring 290 may be sized so that it is compressed
in a manner that the coils will butt or nearly butt to
provide for effective electromagnetic shielding and
improved electrical conductivity between the member
282 and plate 284 as well as provide improved thermal
dissipation and environmental sealing. In this configura-
tion, destruction of the spring 290 may be necessary in
order to separate the member 282 from the plate 284.

FIG. 15 is an alternative embodiment of the present
invention in which the groove 292 includes a flat bot-
tom 294A, While performance with this configuration
may be adequate in certain snap-on fastening applica-
tions, it is preferred that the groove 292 bottom be
tapered as hereinabove described.

FIG. 16 is a view similar to FIG. 15 showing the
spring 290 in a compressed or butted position with re-
spect to the plate 284 and the end portion 282A, thereby
preventing disassembly of the plate 284 from the cylin-
drical body 282.

FIG. 17 is another alternative snap-on fastener mech-
anism 280A which includes a cylindrical body 282 said
tapered bottom being tapered with respect to the side
walls, with an end portion 282B with a groove 292A
fastening, with housing 284A having a bore 293A with
a groove 293B therein. The snap-on fastening operation
is similar to that described in connection with the em-
bodiment 280 shown in FIG. 12.

FIG. 18is a view similar to FIG. 17 with the cylinder
282 said tapered bottom being tapered with respect to
the side walls, in engagement with the housing 284A.

Environmental sealing may be enhanced for any of
the hereinabove described embodiments by filling
springs 336, 338, 340 with elastomer 342, 344, 346, as
shown in FIGS. 194-19b; 202-20b; and 21a-215.
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With specific reference to FIG. 192 and 195, the
elastomer may have a hollow center 348 or, as shown in
FIG. 21q, the elastomer may have portions 350 protrud-
ing beyond the spring 340 along a minor axis 352
thereof. Canted-coil, elastomer-filled spring assemblies
suitable for the present invention are taught in U.S. Pat.
No. 5,161,806, as hereinabove noted, which is incorpo-
rated herewith by this specific reference thereto for
teaching elastomer filled springs.

For applications that require electromagnetic shield-
ing, electrical conductivity, or heat dissipation, or a
combination of them, it is necessary that upon loading
of the spring 336, 338, 340 that the portion under load,
the protruding portion, provides electrical conductivity
which is achieved by bearing the spring wire at the
loading points of contact so that such electrical conduc-
tivity is enabled.

To achieve the highest degree of conductivity and
reliability, as well as environmental sealing, the highest
reciprocity possible should be achieved at the loading
points, and this occurs when the groove width 352, as
shown in FIG. 5a , is smaller than the coil height 354
with a very small tapered bottom, resulting in a high
load along the major axis of the elliptical coil 36. The
intimate contact between the loading points also elimi-
nates foreign material, such as dust or oxidation that
may be present, from entering the groove 38, thus pro-
viding effective environmental sealing.

Although there has been hereinabove described spe-
cific embodiments of the present invention, for the pur-
pose of illustrating the manner in which the invention
may be used to advantage, it should be appreciated that
the invention is not limited thereto. Accordingly, any
and all modifications, variations, or equivalent arrange-
ments which may occur to those skilled in the art,
should be considered to be within the scope of the pres-
ent invention as defined in the appended claims.

What is claimed is:

. 1. A connect/disconnect, lock/unlock and hold
mechanism for mechanical, electromagnetic shielding,
electrical conductivity, and thermal dissipation cou-
pling with environmental sealing, the mechanism com-
prising:

a body having a groove therein with generally paral-
lel side walls;

a coil spring disposed in said groove with a portion
thereof protruding from said groove;

a housing having a means, defining an opening for
accommodating said body and groove means, dis-
posed in an inside surface of said opening, for re-
ceiving the protruding spring portion and for en-
abling assembly of the body within the opening
when the body and housing are moved in one di-
rection with respect to one another; and

means, defining a tapered bottom in said groove, said
tapered bottom being tapered with respect to the
side walls, for preventing the spring from turning
past a vertical line when the body and housing are
moved in another direction with respect to one
another in order to prevent disassembly of the
body and housing.

2. The mechanism according to claim 1 wherein the

groove has a groove width which is smaller than a coil
height of the spring.
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3. The mechanism according to claim 2 wherein the
tapered bottom joins one of the generally parallel side
walls at an angle between about 10° and about

4. The mechanism according to claim 2 wherein the
tapered bottom joins both paraliel side walls at an angle
between about 10° and about 20°.

5. The mechanism according to claim 2 wherein said
tapered bottom comprises two flat surfaces intersecting
one another and each disposed at an acute angle to an
adjoining paraliel side wall.

6. The mechanism according to claim 1 wherein said
coil spring includes coils sized for causing adjacent coils
to abut one another upon assembly of the body within
the opening in order to increase electromagnetic shield-
ing, electrical conductivity, thermal dissipation and
environmental sealing between the body and housing.

7. The mechanism according to claim 1 further com-
prising an elastomer disposed within said continuous
spring.

8. The mechanism according to claim 7 wherein said
elastomer has a hollow core.

9. A connect/disconnect, lock/unlock and hold
mechanism for mechanical, eleciromagnetic shielding,
electrical conductivity, and thermal dissipation cou-
pling with environmental sealing, the mechanism com-
prising:

a housing including means defining an opening
therein having a groove with generally parallel
side walls;

a coil spring disposed in said groove with a portion
thereof protruding from said groove; '

a body sized for insertion into said opening and
groove means, disposed on an outside surface of
said body, for receiving the protruding spring por-
tion and for enabling assembly of the body within
the opening when the body-and housing are moved
in one direction with respect to one another; and

means, defining a tapered bottom in said groove, said
tapered bottom being tapered with respect to the
side walls, for preventing the spring from turning
past a vertical line when the body and housing are
moved in another direction with respect to one
another in order to prevent disassembly of the
body and housing.

10. The mechanism according to claim 9 wherein the
groove has a groove width which is smaller than a coil
height of the spring.

11. The mechanism according to claim 10 wherein
the tapered bottom joins one of the generally parallel
side walls at an angle between about 10° and about

12. The mechanism according to claim 10 wherein
the tapered bottom joins both parallel side walls at an
angle between about 10° and about 20°.

13. The mechanism according to claim 10 wherein
said tapered bottom comprises two flat surfaces inter-
secting one another and each disposed at an acute angle
to an adjoining parallel side wall.

14. The mechanism according to claim 9 wherein said
spring includes coils sized for causing adjacent coils to
abut one another upon assembly of the body within the
opening in order to increase electromagnetic shielding,
electrical conductivity, thermal dissipation and envi-
ronmental sealing between the body and housing.

15. The mechanism according to claim 9 further com-
prising an elastomer disposed within said spring.

16. The mechanism according to claim 15 wherein

said elastomer has a hollow core.
* * x *x *.





