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WIRELESS NETWORK SCHEDULING DATA
FRAMES INCLUDING PHYSICAL LAYER
CONFIGURATION

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a non-provisional application claiming
priority to provisional application Ser. No. 60/369,004, filed
on Apr. 1, 2002, entitled “MIMO Enhancement Protocol
Specification for 802.11e,” the teachings of which are incor-
porated herein by reference. This application also contains
some subject matter that may be somewhat related to
non-provisional application Ser. No. 10/188,188, filed on
Jul. 2, 2002, entitled “MAC Extensions for Smart Antenna
Support,” the teachings of which also are incorporated
herein by reference.

STATEMENT REGARDING FEDERALLY
SPONSORED RESEARCH OR DEVELOPMENT

Not applicable.
BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention generally relates to wireless com-
munications. More particularly, the invention relates to
medium access control (MAC) frames and mechanisms that
permit wireless devices capable of more than one concurrent
antenna configuration to be configured for any of such
configurations via MAC frames sent by other wireless
devices such as access points.

2. Background Information

Initially, computers were most typically used in a stan-
dalone manner. It is now commonplace for computers and
other types of electronic devices to communicate with each
other over networks. The ability for computers to commu-
nicate with one another has lead to the creation of small
networks comprising two or three computers to vast net-
works comprising hundreds or even thousands of computers.
Networks can be set up to provide a wide assortment of
capabilities. For example, networked computers can be
established to permit each computer to share a centralized
mass storage device or printer. Further, networks enable
electronic mail and numerous other types of services. Net-
works have been established in a wired configuration in
which each entity on the network has a direct physical
electrical connection to the network. More recently,
advances in wireless technology has made it possible for
network devices to communicate with others via radio
frequency (RF) or other types of wireless media.

To implement a wireless network, each device (computer,
access point, etc.) includes one or more antennas through
which data is transmitted or received. One type of antenna
configuration is referred to as single input, single output
(SISO) and is depicted conceptually in FIG. 1. Two network
stations 10 and 12 are shown in communication with each
other. The stations could be computers, access points, and
the like. In a SISO configuration, each station 10 and 12
includes a single antenna 14 and 16, respectively. Each
station actually may have multiple antennas, but only one is
used at a time. Data is communicated between the stations
10, 12 in an exchange sequence via the single wireless link
18.

An exemplary exchange sequence is illustrated in FIG. 2.
One of the stations 10, 12 sends a data frame 20 to the other
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2

station which responds with an acknowledgment frame 22.
The data frame may include a preamble 24, a header 26 and
a data payload 28. Similarly, the acknowledgment frame 22
includes a preamble 30, a header 32 and a data payload 34.
The data frame conveys data to the receiving station and the
acknowledgment frame lets the sending station know that
the data frame was correctly received. If the data frame was
not correctly received (e.g., due to noise or interference), the
sending station may resend the data frame.

The total elapsed time required for the data frame 20 and
subsequent acknowledgment frame 22 to be transmitted in a
SISO antenna configuration is shown in FIG. 2 as time
Ts0- To a certain extent, the information contained in data
frame 20 may be transmitted in less time using a multiple
input, multiple output (MIMO) configuration such as that
shown in FIG. 3. As shown, stations 10, 12 each includes a
pair of antennas that communicate with the pair antennas on
the other station. Thus, for example, antenna 40 can com-
municate with antennas 44 and 46 and antenna 42 also can
communicate with antennas 44 and 46, thereby establishing
four simultaneously available communication links 48, 50,
51 and 53 between stations 10 and 12. This type of MIMO
configuration is referred to as a “2x2” MIMO configuration,
and other types of MIMO configurations exist in which more
than two antennas at each station are implemented such as
“4x4” MIMO, etc.

The advantage of a MIMO antenna configuration is
illustrated with regard to FIGS. 4a—4c. FIG. 4a simply
repeats the SIS(frame exchange sequence from FIG. 2. As
noted above, the time required to transfer the data and
acknowledgment frames is T;,,. FIGS. 4b and 4c¢ depict the
frame exchange sequence using the 2x2 MIMO antenna
configuration of FIG. 3. With MIMO, the bit stream can be
broken into two parts and the parts can then be transmitted
simultaneously via the four communication links 48, 50, 51
and 53. Thus, the overall time required to transfer the same
information is advantageously reduced. In FIG. 4c, the total
time is shown as T, 40, Which is less than Tg;,. The time
savings largely comes from being able to divide the data
payload 28 of the data frame 24 into two smaller fields 52
and 54. Various techniques are known for doing this such as
putting all of the even bits of data field 28 into field 52 and
the odd bits into field 54. At the receiving station, the data
parts 52 and 54 then can be reassembled into a single data
payload. Although the data field can be broken up and
transmitted concurrently, the preamble and header fields 24
and 26 cannot be broken apart. Nevertheless, significant
time is saved in transmitting the frame in a MIMO configu-
ration as opposed to a legacy SISO configuration.

It is generally desirable to provide wireless networks that
can be configured as flexibly as possible. For example, it
might be desired for some stations to be SISO only while
other stations are capable of MIMO communications,
thereby implementing a mixed MIMO/SISO wireless net-
work. Further still, of the MIMO stations, it might be
desirable for some stations to be configured as 2x2 MIMO,
while other MIMO stations are 4x4 MIMO. It might also be
desirable for some stations to reconfigure themselves for
different types of MIMO or SISO configurations during
operation as they communicate with other stations on the
network. In general, MIMO stations may not know in
advance which antenna configuration should be used to
receive an incoming frame from the air or to transmit a
frame to another station or even which operational mode
(e.g., open loop MIMO, close loop MIMO, beam forming,
etc.) to use. Moreover, a solution to this problem is desir-
able.
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BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS OF THE INVENTION

The preferred embodiments of the present invention solve
the problems noted above by a wireless network in which
individual wireless stations can be configured to implement
any of a plurality of physical configurations including
antenna configurations. Such antenna configurations may
include, without limitation, multiple input multiple output
(MIMO) and single input single output (SISO). Different
types of MIMO configurations can also be implemented
such as open loop MIMO and closed loop MIMO.

In accordance with a preferred embodiment of the inven-
tion, another station (e.g., an access point) configures a
station for the desired physical configuration by forming and
sending a communication frame to the station. The frame
includes at least one bit in which the physical configuration
information is encoded. The frame may comprise an existing
polling frame type or a non-polling frame type. As a polling
frame, the configuration information is encoded in a pair of
bits that are used for other purposes in other frame types.
Preferably, the polling frame is one of a plurality of types of
quality of service (QoS) polling frames and the bits used to
encode the configuration information otherwise are used to
encode frame retry and power management information. As
a non-polling frame, the frame preferably comprises one of
a plurality of types of QoS non-polling frames and the
configuration information is encoded in a field that is
otherwise used to encode transmission opportunity time
periods in other contexts.

In accordance with one aspect of the invention, a method
is disclosed of implementing communication frames in a
wireless network having a plurality of wireless devices in
which some of the devices are capable of different physical
layer configurations than other of said devices. This method
comprises forming a polling frame including at least one bit
in which physical layer configuration information is
encoded, the configuration information being capable of
specifying whether a SISO antenna configuration is to be
used or a MIMO antenna configuration is to be used. The
method further includes transmitting the polling frame to a
receiving device for decoding by the receiving device and
configuring a physical layer of the receiving device in
accordance with the physical layer configuration informa-
tion contained in the polling frame, wherein the polling
frame also causes the receiving device to determine whether
it has information to return.

In accordance with another aspect of the invention, a
method is also disclosed of implementing communication
frames in a wireless network having a plurality of wireless
devices in which some of the devices are capable of different
physical layer configurations than other of said devices. The
method includes forming a non-polling frame including at
least one bit in which physical layer configuration informa-
tion is encoded, the configuration information being capable
of specifying whether a SISO antenna configuration is to be
used or a MIMO antenna configuration is to be used,
transmitting the non-polling frame to a receiving device for
decoding by the receiving device, and configuring a physical
layer of the receiving device in accordance with the physical
layer configuration information contained in the non-polling
frame.

In yet another embodiment, a method is disclosed of
coordinating the behavior of a plurality of wireless devices
in a wireless network. The method comprises forming a
frame to a wireless receiving device to specify the antenna
configuration that the receiving device is to use for a
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subsequent communication, sending the frame to the receiv-
ing device, receiving the frame by the receiving device,
decoding the frame, and configuring the receiving device to
comport with the antenna configuration specified by the
frame.

In yet other embodiments, access points and wireless
stations are described which are used in accordance with the
methods described herein. The preferred embodiments per-
mit a mix wireless network to be implemented which
includes both legacy SISO-only stations and stations capable
of either SISO or MIMO configurations. The preferred
embodiments efficiently coordinates the behavior of such
devices to permit both types of antenna configurations to be
used during run-time operation.

These and other aspects and benefits of the preferred
embodiments of the present invention will become apparent
upon analyzing the drawings, detailed description and
claims, which follow.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

For a detailed description of the preferred embodiments of
the invention, reference will now be made to the accompa-
nying drawings in which:

FIG. 1 shows two wireless devices communicating with
each other using a single input, single output (SISO) antenna
configuration;

FIG. 2 shows a timing sequence associated with the SISO
configuration;

FIG. 3 shows the wireless devices of FIG. 1 communi-
cating with each other using a multiple input, multiple
output (MIMO) antenna configuration;

FIGS. 4a-4c¢ show timing sequences associated with the
SISO and MIMO antenna configurations of FIGS. 1 and 3;

FIG. 5 shows a system diagram of a pair of wireless
stations;

FIG. 6 shows an exemplary wireless network comprising
a plurality of stations and an access point;

FIG. 7 shows an IEEE 802.11e quality of service (QoS)
frame which can be used to encode physical layer configu-
ration information;

FIG. 8 shows one embodiment of the invention in which
the configuration information is encoded in a frame control
field included in the frame of FIG. 7; and

FIG. 9 shows another embodiment in which the configu-
ration information is encoded in a QoS control field included
in the frame of FIG. 7.

NOTATION AND NOMENCLATURE

Certain terms are used throughout the following descrip-
tion and claims to refer to particular system components. As
one skilled in the art will appreciate, manufacturers and
suppliers of wireless technology may refer to components
and sub-components by different names. This document
does not intend to distinguish between components that
differ in name but not function. In the following discussion
and in the claims, the terms “including” and “comprising”
are used in an open-ended fashion, and thus should be
interpreted to mean “including, but not limited to . . .”. Also,
the term “couple” or “couples” is intended to mean either a
direct or indirect electrical or wireless connection. Thus, if
a first device couples to a second device, that connection
may be through a direct electrical connection, or through an
indirect electrical or wireless connection via other devices
and connections. The term “frame” refers to a basic com-
munication structure which includes overhead information
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and data information. Unless otherwise stated, the terms
“station” and “device” generally refer to wireless stations
(WSTAs) and access points (APs). To the extent that any
term is not specially defined in this specification, the intent
is that the term is to be given its plain and ordinary meaning.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS

In accordance with the preferred embodiment of the
invention, a wireless network is implemented which
includes a plurality of wireless stations (both access points
and non-access point stations). The antenna configuration of
at least some of the stations is capable of being configured
in any one of a plurality of configurations. The network may
include other stations that are not capable of being so
configured. For example, some of the stations may be
capable of SISO and MIMO antenna configurations while
other station have legacy only SISO antenna configurations.
The preferred embodiment permits such disparate (i.e.,
incompatible) type of antenna configurations to be imple-
mented among stations operable within the same wireless
network. It should be further understood that in addition to,
or instead of, the antenna subsystems of the stations being
configurable, other aspects of the interface between the
station and the wireless medium may also be configurable.

The preferred embodiments of the present invention will
be described below in the context of the 802.11 family of
wireless standards. The 802.11 standard is formally known
as the “ISO/IEC 8802-11 International Standard (ANSI/
IEEE Std 802.11)” referred to herein as the “802.11 stan-
dard” for sake of convenience and incorporated herein by
reference. It provides wireless medium access control
(MAC) and physical layer (PHY) specifications. The
802.11e/D2.0a draft standard, incorporated herein by refer-
ence, defines, on the basis of the 802.11 standard, Medium
Access Control (MAC) enhancements for quality of service
(QoS). QoS generally refers to a set of services which
permits multiple applications to run concurrently with the
network infrastructure treating each application differently
in terms of latency, bandwidth, priority, etc. QoS permits
multiple applications to run with a total bandwidth that may
otherwise not be enough to accommodate the needs of the
applications. QoS permits, for example, a more latency-
intolerant application to be run in a way that acknowledges
and addresses the special latency requirements of that appli-
cation relative to other applications. In general, network
resources are allocated in a way that considers an special
needs of the applications.

Referring to FIG. 5, a pair of wireless devices (also called
“stations”) 100 and 102 are shown comprising a wireless
network 90. Although only two stations are shown in wire-
less network 90, in general the network can include more
than two stations. Each station 100, 102 comprises host logic
104 (e.g., notebook computer, handheld computer, PDA,
etc.) which communicates with another station via a wireless
medium 112 using a MAC sublayer 106 and a PHY layer
108. The MAC sublayer 106 provides a variety of functions
and services to facilitate effective wireless communications
between stations. Examples of such services include data
frame transmission and reception, security, and others. The
host 104 uses these services to effectuate communications
across the wireless medium 112. The PHY layer 108 pro-
vides an interface between the MAC layer 106 and the
wireless medium and, as such, couples to one or more
antennas 110. MAC and PHY layers are well known in the
art and are described in greater detail in the 802.11 standard.
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The currently adopted 802.11 standard defines a structure
for various frame types such as control frames, data frames,
and management frames. The discussion which follows
describes various modifications to the 802.11 frame struc-
ture to include PHY configuration (e.g., MIMO, legacy
SISO, etc) information when scheduling communications
between wireless stations and/or access points. The pre-
ferred improvements described below have been made to
existing frame structures so as to be able to use existing
implementations as much as possible, thereby minimizing
development time and cost. Further, the approach taken in
the preferred embodiment in using existing frame types
facilitates backward compatibility. Implementing such fea-
tures in 802.11-compliant devices requires several variations
from the currently adopted standard. These variations have
been implemented in the following discussion and associ-
ated figures. It should be understood, however, that the scope
of this disclosure and the claims that follow need not be
limited to the 802.11 context.

In the context of 802.11, however, data frames are also
referred to as MAC protocol data units (MPDUs). An
MPDU generally comprises a MAC header, a data portion,
and a frame check sequence (FCS) field. The PHY layer may
add on a PHY preamble and a PHY header as described
above. The data field contains a MAC service data unit
(MSDU) or a fragment thereof. Based on network activity,
a station’s MAC, 106 may be programmed to fragment
MSDUs in excess of a given length. Each fragment is
transmitted in a separate frame with its own MAC header
and FCS information as well as its own PHY header and
preamble.

Referring to FIG. 6 for continued context, a wireless
network comprises a plurality of stations 142-148, desig-
nated in FIG. 6 as Station A-Station D, respectively. The
network also includes an access point (AP) 140 which
provides connectivity to a wire- or/and wireline-linked dis-
tribution system. The AP 140 further contains a “coordina-
tor” 149 which preferably performs bandwidth management
and scheduling on the wireless medium. The coordinator
149 may be a so-called “hybrid” coordinator currently being
proposed for the 802.11e/D2.0a draft standard.

The preferred embodiment of the invention provides the
ability to configure the PHY configuration of a wireless
station to implement either a legacy (SISO) or MIMO
antenna configuration. The 802.11 standard includes a num-
ber of control, management and data frames some of which
are used to coordinate the schedule for stations and access
points to communicate with one another. In accordance with
the preferred embodiment, some of these scheduling-ori-
ented message frames are modified as described below, not
only to schedule communications, but also to specify the
PHY configuration to use during the communication.

It has been observed that certain bits in the MAC header
are not used when forming QoS data frames. Some, or all,
of these bits are normally used to perform certain functions,
but are required to be set to certain predetermined values or
are unused in QoS data frames. Consequently, these bits can
be used in a different way and, more specifically, to encode
PHY configuration information, including MIMO-related
detail. FIG. 7 shows a QoS MAC frame 150. As shown,
frame 150 comports with conventional 802.11 frame proto-
col in that it contains a MAC header 148, a frame body 168
and a frame check sequence (FCS) 170. The FCS 170
enables error detection and is implemented in accordance
with conventional 802.11 protocol. Header 148 preferably
includes a frame control field 152, a duration/ID field 154,
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four address fields 156, 158, 160 and 164, a sequence control
field 162, and a QoS control field 166.

The frame control field 152 specifies various pieces of
information such as the frame type and frame subtype
destination address and will be described in further detail
below with regard to FIG. 8. The duration/ID field is 16 bits
in length and varies with frame type and subtype, super-
frame period and QoS capabilities of the sending station. In
some frame types and subtypes, the duration/ID field carries
the association identity (AID) of the station that transmitted
the frame, while in other frame types, the duration/ID field
carries a duration value that is indicative of the remaining
number of microseconds of a transmission opportunity. The
four address fields are generally used to indicate the basic
service set identification (BSSID), source address (SA),
destination address (DA), transmitting station address (TA)
and receiving station address (RA) and are encoded in
different ways depending on frame type. The sequence
control field 162 generally comprises a sequence number
and a fragment number. The sequence number uniquely
identifies an MSDU and the fragment number identifies a
sub-part or fragment of an MSDU. The QoS control field
166 preferably is a 16-bit field that identifies the traffic
category or traffic stream to which the frame belongs and
various other QoS-related information about the frame that
varies by frame type and subtype. The frame body 168
represents the data payload of the frame and is used to store
whatever data is desired to be transmitted.

Referring now to FIG. 8, the bits comprising frame
control field 152 are shown in greater detail. The control
field preferably includes a protocol version field 172, type
and subtype fields 174 and 176, TO and FROM DS bits 178,
180, a more fragment bit 182, retry and power management
bits 184 and 186, a more data bit 188, a Wired Equivalent
Privacy (WEP) bit 190 and a forward error correction (FEC)
bit 192. The numbers along the bottom of the frame control
specify the bit numbers. The protocol version field 172 is
used to indicate the version of the standard being imple-
mented. The type and subtype fields 174 and 176 (bits 2-3
and 4-7, respectively) dictate the frame functionality and
purpose. The TO and FROM DS bits 178, 180 indicate
whether the frame is destined for the distribution system
(DS) or is exiting the DS. The DS interconnects the various
access points and other equipment necessary to implement a
wireless network. The more fragment bit 182 specifies
whether there are more fragments associated with the cur-
rent MSDU to follow. The more data bit 188 specifies
whether more MSDUs are buffered for the addressed station
at an access point (AP) after the transmission of this frame.
Bits 11 and 12 include the retry 184 and power management
186 bits and will be addressed in more detail below. The
WEP bit 190 indicates whether the frame body contains
information that has been processed by the WEP algorithm
which is an 802.11 specified cryptographic confidentiality
algorithm. Finally, the FEC bit 192 can be set to enable
forward error correction as is commonly understood.

As noted above, the proposed QoS enhancements to the
802.11e MAC standard provides an enhanced set of func-
tions, formats, frame exchange sequences and managed
objects to support handling multiple applications each hav-
ing different resource needs. The QoS enhancements
include, in part, a set of eight QoS-related data frames. These
frames are listed below in Table I along with the subtype bit
values associated with each frame. The two type bits 3 and
2 preferably are set to ‘1’ and ‘0, respectively, for all of the
frame types listed in Table I to indicate the frames are all
data frames. The subtype bits 7-4 differentiate one type of
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data frame from another and thus each QoS-related data
frames have unique subtype values.

TABLE 1

QoS Data Frames

Subtype

Frame Name (bits 7654) Description

QoS Data 1000 Transmits Data
QoS Data + CF-Ack 1001 Transmits data and acknowledges
previous frame
QoS Data + CF-Poll 1010 Transmits data and polls device
QoS Data + CF-Ack + 1011 Transmits data and acknowledgment
CF-Poll and polls device
QoS Null (no data) 1100

QoS CF-Ack (no data) 1101  Transmits acknowledgment without
data

Polls device without transmitting data
Transmits acknowledgment and polls

device without data

1110
1111

QoS CF-Poll (no data)
QoS CF-Ack + CF-
Poll (no data)

In accordance with one embodiment of the invention,
PHY configuration information is encoded in the QoS data
poll frames which are used by the coordinator 149 in
granting contention-free transmission opportunities (TX-
OPs) to QoS-capable wireless stations (QSTAs). Further, it
should be understood that the TXOP can also be granted
during a contention period and thus the preferred embodi-
ment applies to contention periods as well. Such data poll
frames are generally referred to as the QoS Poll subtype
frames and include the QoS CF-Poll (no data), QoS
CF-Ack+CF-Poll (no data), QoS Data+CF-Poll, and QoS
Data+CF-Ack+CF-Poll frames.

Referring again to FIG. 8, the retry bit 184 (bit number 11)
is set to a value of 1, as dictated by the 802.11e standard, to
indicate that the current frame contains a retransmission of
an earlier frame (that, for example, was not received due to
a transmission error). The 802.11e standard further specifies
that the retry bit should be set to a value of 0 for all other
frames. The 802.11e standard further specifies that the
power management bit 186 (bit number 12) is used to
encode the power management mode of the station. The
standard states that the value of this field should remain
constant in each frame from a particular station within a
frame exchange sequence. The value indicates the mode in
which the station will be after the successful completion of
the frame exchange sequence.

It has been determined that that the retry and power
management bits (bits 11 and 12) are not used in the QoS
poll subtype frames. As such, and in accordance with the
preferred embodiment, the retry and power management bits
are combined into a single field and used to encode PHY
configuration information. Thus, the preferred embodiment
of'the invention uses the retry bit and power management bit
in the QoS poll subtype frames contrary to their prescribed
usage, although such bits are still used for their stated
purpose (retry, power management) in other types of frames.
Any one of a variety of encoding methodologies can be used
and exactly what PHY configuration information is encoded
can be determined by the individual designer. One exem-
plary encoding scheme is shown in Table II below.
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TABLE 1II

PHY Configuration Encoding

Bit 12
Bit 11 (previously Pwr
(previously Retry) Mgt) PHY Configuration
0 0 Legacy MIMO
0 1
1 0 Closed loop MIMO
1 1 Open loop MIMO

In this way, a station can be polled and the polling frame
also specifies the PHY configuration that should be imple-
mented by the polled station (i.e., the station receiving the
QoS poll subtype frame) for a future frame communication.
The polled station thus is requested to respond with an
acknowledgment or data, if present, using the specified PHY
configuration. If the polled station has MIMO capability, the
polling station can command the polled station to respond
with its MIMO capability. The polled station implements the
specified PHY configuration when transmitting frames to the
station whose MAC address matches the receive address
which preferably is encoded into address 4 field 164. The
QoS control field, which will be described in more detail
below, includes a transmission opportunity (TXOP) field
which specifies a value that is indicative of the amount of
time a polled station has to send its frames in response to the
polling frame. The polled station thus may send frames to
other stations during this TXOP time period using the PHY
configuration specified by bits 11 and 12 of the frame control
field. The polled station may send frames to stations other
than the station specified by address 4 using the legacy PHY
configuration (i.e., SISO) and subject to the specified TXOP
limit. This embodiment provides a mechanism to inform
receiving stations of the PHY configuration to be tuned to in
receiving frames in the specified time intervals. It applies to
contention-free transmission in both the contention free
period (CFP) and contention period (CP) which are periods
well known to those of ordinary skill in the art.

In accordance with another embodiment of the invention,
an alternative method is used to convey PHY configuration
information to a receiving station during the burst of data
transmissions within a given TXOP. This alternative
embodiment encodes PHY configuration information into
the QoS control field 166 (FIG. 7) during QoS data non-poll
frames. Referring now to FIG. 9, the QoS control field 166
includes a traffic identifier (TID) 200, an FEC bit 202, an
ACK field 204, a reserved/more bit 206, and a TXOP
limit/queue size field 208.

In QoS poll subtype frames, as discussed above, the
TXOP limit/queue size field 200 specifies the time duration
in which frame exchanges may be initiated by the polled
station. In QoS data subtype frames containing no CF-Poll
functionality (i.e., QoS Data, QoS Data+CF-Ack, QoS Null
(no data), and QoS CF-Ack (no data)) that are transmitted by
the hybrid coordinator, the TXOP limit/queue size subfield
is reserved. In accordance with the 802.11e standard, QSTAs
set this field to O at transmission and ignore this field upon
reception. In QoS data subtype frames containing no CF-
Poll functionality that are transmitted by a wireless QSTA
(i.e., a non-HC QSTA), the TXOP limit/queue size field
specifies the amount of traffic buffered for an outgoing traffic
category or traffic stream as specified by the TID field 208
after the wireless QSTA transmits the frame indicating the
queue size.
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The FEC bit 202, together with the other FEC bit 192 in
the frame control field 150, indicates whether the frame is
FEC encoded at the MAC sublayer. The ACK field 206
defines the acknowledgment policy for the frame, indicating
whether an immediate acknowledgment, a subsequent burst
acknowledgment, or no acknowledgment is to be returned
for the frame. The TID field 200 identifies the traffic
category or traffic stream to which the data contained or
indicated in the frame belongs.

As indicated above, bit 206 in the QoS control field 166
shown in FIG. 9 is currently reserved with regard to QoS
data non-poll frames. In accordance with the preferred
embodiment, however, this bit is used to indicate that
another frame is to be transmitted from the same transmit-
ting station to the same receiving station in at least three
situations, namely:

(1) after a predetermined period of time following the
current frame if no immediate acknowledgment is
expected,

(2) after a predetermined period of time following the
immediate acknowledgment to the current frame if an
immediate acknowledgment is expected, or

(3) after a predetermined period of time following a burst
acknowledgment to the current and previous frames if a
burst acknowledgment request and a burst acknowledg-
ment are to be expected after the current frame (burst
acknowledgment is described in detail in copending appli-
cation entitled “A Method and System for Group Trans-
mission and Acknowledgment”, incorporated herein by
reference).

Preferably, the bits in field 208 (TXOP limit/queue size)
of'a QoS data non-poll frame are set to a non-zero value to
encode the PHY configuration including the transmit
antenna configuration such as SISO, MIMO, and the like,
that is to be used in transmitting the next frame from this
station if the reserved bit 206 in the QoS control field 160 is
set to a value of 1. Alternatively, the field 208 is set in
accordance with the 802.11e standard if bit 206 in the QoS
control field of the current frame is set to O.

The setting of the two subfields in the QoS control field
166 in QoS data non-poll frames enables the transmitting
station to inform the receiving station of the PHY configu-
ration to be used for the next frame between the two stations.
This feature may be used with both contention-free and
contention-based access.

Moreover, the embodiments described above incorporate
MIMO antenna configuration capabilities into the 802.11e
MAC specification with relatively minimal redesign. The
embodiments are modifications to currently existing frame
types.

The above discussion is meant to be illustrative of the
principles and various embodiments of the present inven-
tion. Numerous variations and modifications will become
apparent to those skilled in the art once the above disclosure
is fully appreciated. It is intended that the following claims
be interpreted to embrace all such variations and modifica-
tions.

What is claimed is:

1. A method of implementing communication frames in a
wireless network having a plurality of wireless devices,
some of said devices have different physical layer configu-
rations than other of said devices, comprising:

(a) forming a polling frame including at least one bit in
which physical layer configuration information is
encoded, said configuration information being capable
of specifying whether a single input single output
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(SISO) antenna configuration is to be used or a multiple
input multiple output (MIMO) antenna configuration is
to be used;

(b) transmitting said polling frame to a receiving device
for decoding by said receiving device; and

(c) configuring a physical layer of said receiving device in
accordance with the physical layer configuration infor-
mation contained in the polling frame; wherein said
polling frame also causes the receiving device to deter-
mine whether it has information to return.

2. The method of claim 1 wherein the polling frame
includes more than one bit in which the physical configu-
ration information is encoded.

3. The method of claim 1 wherein the polling frame
includes two bits in which the physical configuration infor-
mation is encoded.

4. The method of claim 3 wherein the two bits are used to
encode retry and power management information in non-
polling frames.

5. The method of claim 1 wherein the at least one bit in
which the physical layer configuration information is
encoded is used for a purpose other than to encode physical
layer configuration information in non-polling frames.

6. The method of claim 1 wherein the configuration
information specifies whether closed loop MIMO, open loop
MIMO or SISO is to be used.

7. A method of implementing communication frames in a
wireless network having a plurality of wireless devices,
some of said devices have different physical layer configu-
rations than other of said devices, comprising:

(a) forming a non-polling frame including at least one bit
in which physical layer configuration information is
encoded, said configuration information specifies
whether a single input single output (SISO) antenna
configuration is to be used or a multiple input multiple
output (MIMO) antenna configuration is to be used;

(b) transmitting said non-polling frame to a receiving
device for decoding by said receiving device; and

(c) configuring a physical layer of said receiving device in
accordance with the physical layer configuration infor-
mation contained in the non-polling frame.

8. The method of claim 7 wherein the at least one bit
comprises a plurality of bits that are also used to encode a
value that is indicative of a transmission opportunity time
period.

9. The method of claim 7 wherein (a) also includes
forming the non-polling frame to include a more bit that
specifies whether a subsequent frame of data is to follow the
current non-polling frame.

12

10. The method of claim 9 wherein (c) is performed if said
more bit is set to indicate that a subsequent frame of data is
to follow the current non-polling frame.

11. A method of coordinating the behavior of a plurality

5 of wireless devices in a wireless network, comprising:

(a) forming a frame to a wireless receiving device to
specify the antenna configuration that the receiving
device is to use for a subsequent communication;

(b) sending said frame to said receiving device;

10 (c) receiving said frame by said receiving device; (d)
decoding said frame; and
(e) configuring said receiving device to comport with the
antenna configuration specified by said frame.
s 12. The method of claim 11 wherein said antenna con-

figuration comprises a configuration selected from the group
consisting of multiple input multiple output (MIMO) and
single input single output (SISO).
13. The method of claim 11 wherein said antenna con-
5o figuration comprises a configuration selected from the group
consisting of open loop multiple input multiple output
(MIMO), closed loop MIMO, and single input single output
(SISO).
14. An access point usable to communicate across a
25 wireless network, comprising:
a host device;
a medium access control (MAC) sublayer coupled to said
host device; and
a physical layer coupled to said MAC sublayer; wherein

30 said MAC sublayer forms frames to send to wireless
receiving stations in said network, said frames speci-
fying the antenna configuration that the receiving sta-
tions are to use for a subsequent communication.

35 15. The access point of claim 14 wherein said antenna

configuration comprises a configuration selected from the
group consisting of multiple input multiple output (MIMO)
and single input single output (SISO).
16. The access point of claim 14 wherein said antenna
4o configuration comprises a configuration selected from the
group consisting of open loop multiple input multiple output
(MIMO), closed loop MIMO, and single input single output
(SISO).
17. The access point of claim 14 wherein said antenna
45 configuration is encoded in a plurality of bits in said frames
that are also used for other purposes than encoding antenna
configuration.



