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0-" n (1842) : a leg bowed outward
ged \'b0nlc-god. -la-; -legd, -Jagd\ adj
) : a person who bowls; specif: the
: batsman in ericket i Playeg
er, 19th cent. family of Eng. hatters] (18861)

1 [ME bouline, perh. fr. bowe bow

s . fr. + /i
keep the weather edge of a square sail :?:9
to form a loop that neither slips nor jamsg

i) : any of several games in which balls
an alley at an object or group of objects

' take unawares 2 : 'IMPREss 2

c): ARCHER |

)} : a boatman, oarsman, or paddler sy,

are

t

manz-\ n [Sir William Bowman 11892 Ey

in membranous double-walled capsule

a vertebrate nephron

WITIiDRAhW

t a saw having a narrow blad

:eg dawk ade held under
ows-ing [origin unknown] wr (1593) »

* ¥i: to bowse something to

) : the shock wave formed by the collision

sther medium (as the magnetosphere of g

sur.

usu_"b6-\ n [ME bousprer, prob. fr, ML
sprét pole] {[L‘u:) : a large spar projcuting
ship

4¢) : a waxed or sized cord joining the ends

i8) : any of various Asian and Afri

h leaf i ber used esp. in cordage Gt
hort necktie tied in a bowknot

): a usu. curved bay window

i [imit.](1576) 1% the bark of a dog: alse
¢ arrogant dogmatic manner

wyere] (14¢) : a maker of shooting bows
x-es [ME, fr. OF, Ir. L buxus, fr. Gk pyxos)
ub or small tree (genus Buxus of the family
with opposite entire leaves and capsular
ted shrub (B. sempervirens) used for hedges,

buxis, fr. Gk pyxis, fr. pyxos box tree] (bef,
rectangular container ‘with or without a
2N open cargo container of a vehicle b
{a box esp. as a measure of Quantity 3: a
lits contents: as a Brit: a giftinabox b
M ¢: TELEVISION d: a signaling appara-
:lf-contained piece of electronic equipment
mall space, compartment, or enclosure: as
ats for spectators (as in a theater or sta.
a carnage or coach ¢ : a cell for holding
PENALTY BOX 5 : a usu. rectangular space
r demarcated on a surface: as a : any of
mond where the batter, coaches, pitcher,
;'il(é:'ra E&ge_;or prmé;d matter or in which
% : a cubi ilding — -
S cal building — box
inorasifinabox 2: tohem in (as an
i, out, or up {~ed out the tackle>
Jl’}Siap {'s}p 01;1“;18 ear
the ears) with the hand 2 : to engage i
:'rl:: the c;]g:::gcirln boxing PERY
-umnavigate, fr. Catal vogir to turn, fr.
LUBLE] (1753) : to name tghc 32 pu?ntf.: lh:
— used figuratively in the phrase box the
complete reversal
rd\ n (1841) : paperboard used for mak-

x-shaped camera with a simple lens and
i) i a roofed freight car usu. with sliding

nbers stenciled on the sides of boxcars]
awarded her a ~ figure)

vy overcoat formerly worn for driving 2
: shoulders

merican maple (Acer negundo) with com-

L: a person who engages in the sport of

<es boxes or packs things in boxes
) : a compact medium-sized shorts

og of a breed originating in Germany

trans. of Chin (Beijing) yihé judn, li

199) : a member of a Chinése secret so
violence to drive foreigners out of China

to renounce Christianity

RT 4b

1: an act of enclosing ina box 2: a
material used for boxes and casings

ttack and defense with the fists practiced

st weekday after Christmas observed as a
smmonwealth and marked by the giving
vorkers (as postal workers)

ane of a pair of leather mittens heavily
n boxing

te consisting of two or more open-ended

acked in a container (as a box)
1 office (as in a theater) where tickets of

ission are sold b : income from ticket
asi"; (as for a film) 2: the ability or power
{as of a show) to attract ticket buyers; also
. something that enhances that ability (any
bublicity is good box office)
h%)f- pleat n (1883) : a pleat made by form-
ing two fol[dcd edges one facing right and
ther left
bﬁzcore n{fr. its arrangement in a news-
paper box] (1913} : a printed score of a
ame (as baseball) giving the names and
sitions of the players and a record of the
lay arranged in tabular form; broadly : to-
{al count : SUMMARY : :
box seat n (1849) 1: 2ox4b 2 a: aseatina box (asina theater or
grandsmnd] b: a position favorable for viewing something
pox social n (1928) : a fund-raising affair at which box lunches are
auctioned to the highest bidder ) i
box spring n (1895) : a bedspring that consists of spiral springs at-
tached to a foundation and enclosed in a cloth-covered frame ’
pox stall n (1885) : an individual enclosure within a barn or stable in
which an animal may move about freely without a restraining device
pox-thorn \'biks-,thorn\ n (1678) : MATRIMONY VINE
pox turtle n (ca. 1804) : any of several No. American land turtles
(genus Terrapene) capable of withdrawing into its shell and closing it
by hinged joints in the lower half — called also box tortoise
pox-wood \'biks-wud\ n (1652) 1 : the very close-grained heavy
tough hard wood of the box (Buxus); also : a wood of similar proper-
ties 2: a plant producing boxwood
poxy \'bik-sé\ adj box-iser; -est (ca. 1861) : resembling a box —
box-i-ness n h
boy \'bai\, 7, often attrib [ME] (13c) 1 : a male servant — sometimes
taken to be offensive a : a male child from birth to puberty b
: sON ¢ i an immature male : YOUTH d : SWEETHEART, BEAU 3 a
: one native to a given place {local ~) b: FELLOW, PERSON {the ~= at
the office} ¢ — used interjectionally to express intensity of feeling (~,
what a game) — huy-hond \~hiid\ n — boy-ish \-ish\ adj — boy-
ishely adv — boy-ish-ness n
bo-yar also bo-yard \bd-'yar\ n [Russ boparin] (1591) : a member of a
Russian aristocratic order next in rank below the ruling princes until
its abolition by Peter the Great
boy-chick \'boi-chik\ n [Amer Yiddish boytshik, fr. E boy + Yiddish
-tshik, dim. suffix] (ca. 1951): a young man : BOY a
boy-cott \'boi-kat\ vt [Charles C. Boycort 1897 Eng. land agent in
Ireland who was ostracized for refusing to reduce rents] {1880) : to
engage in a concerted refusal to have dealings with (as a person, store,
or organization) usu. to express disapproval or to force acceptance of
certain conditions — boycott n — boy-cott-er n
boy-friend \'boi-frend\ n (1896) 1: a male friend 2: a frequent or
regular male companion of a girl or woman 3: a male lover
Boyle’s law \'boilz-\ n [Robert Boyle] (ca. 1860) : a statement in
physics: the volume of a gas at constant temperature varies inversely
with the pressure exerted on it
boyo \'boi-(,)5\, n, pl boy-o0s [boy + '-o] (ca. 1870} Irish : BOY,LAD
Boy Scout n (1909) 1: a member of any of various national scouting
programs (as the Boy Scouts of America) for boys usu. 11 to 17 years
of age 2: a person whose values or actions are characteristic of a Boy
Scout
boy-sen-ber-ry \'béi-z’n-,ber-g, -s°n-, -z’'m-\ n [Rudolph Boysen 1950
Am. horticulturist 4+ E berry] (1935) : a large bramble fruit with a
raspberry flavor; also : the trailling hybrid bramble yielding this fruit
and developed by crossing several blackberries and raspberries
boy wonder n (1946) : a young man of noteworthy achievements
bo.zo \'bd-(,)zo\ n, pl bozos [origin unknown] (1920) : a foolish or
Bpichure n (ca. 1937) : pMOVIE
picture n (ca. :
bra \'bra\ n (1936) : BRASSIERE — brasless adj
brab-ble \'bra-bal\ vi brab-bled; brab-bling \-b(>-)lig\ [perh. fr. MD
brabbelen, of imit. origin] (ca. 1530) : sQuApBLE — brabble n
lbrace \'bras\ vb braced; brac-ing [ME, fr. MF bracier to embrace, fr.
brace] vt (14c) 1 archaic : to fasten tightly : BIND 2 a: to prepare
for use by making taut b : PREPARE. STEEL {(~ yourself for the shock}
¢! INVIGORATE, FRESHEN 3 : to turn (a sail yard) by means of a brace
4 a: to furnish or support with a brace (heavily braced against the
wind? b : to make stronger : REINFORCE 5 : to put or plant firmly
(~s his foot in the stirrup} 6: to waylay esp. with demands or ques-
tions ""i]w' 1: to take heart — used with up 2 : to get ready (as for
an attacl
*brace n, pl brac-es [ME, clasp, pair, fr. MF, two arms, fr. L bracchia,
pl. of bracchium arm, fr. Gk brachign, fr. compar. of brachys short
more at BRIEF] (14¢c) 1 : something (as a clasp) that connects or fas-
tens 2 or pl brace : two of a kind : PAIR {several ~ of quail>) 3: a
crank-shaped instrument for turning a bit 4 : something that trans-
mits, directs, resists, or supports weight or pressure: as a: a diagonal
piece of structural material that serves to strengthen something (as a
framework) b: a rope rove through a block at the end of a shiF‘s yard
to swing it horizontally ¢ pf: sUsPENDERS d : an appliance for sup-
porting a body part e pl: dental appliances used to exert pressure to
straighten misaligned teeth 5 a: one of two marks | | used to con-
nect words or items to be considered together b : one of these marks
connecting two or more musical staffs carrying parts to be performed
simultaneously ¢ : BRACKET 3a 6 : a position of rigid attention 7
: something that arouses energy or strengthens morale
bracedet \'bras-lat\ n [ME, fr. MF, dim. of bras arm, fr. L bracchium]
(1 1 : an ornamental band or chain worn around the wrist 2
I: something (as handcuffs) resembling a bracelet
hra-ce.r \'bra-sar\ n [ME, fr. MF braciere, fr. OF, fr. braz arm, fr. L
bracchium] (14c) : an arm or wrist protector esp. for use by an archer
brac-er \'bra-sar\ n (1579) 1: one that braces, binds, or makes firm
2: adrink (as of liquor) taken as a stimulant
hm_q:e-ru \bri-"ser-(,)6\ n, pl -ros [Sp, laborer, fr. brazo arm, fr. L brac-
chium] (1920) : a Mexican laborer admitted to the U.S. esp. for sea-
sonal contract labor in agriculture — compare WETBACK
brace root n (1892) : PROP ROOT

box kite

box pleat e bradykinin 137

comb form [L bracchium, brachium] 1 : arm
al and {brachiocephalic)

adj (1578) : of, relating to, or situated in the
‘ess {the ~ artery of the upper arm

1860) : a network of nerves lying mostly in the
nerves to the chest, shoulder, and arm
bra.chi.ate \'t Ay vi -ated; -ating (1932) : to progress by
swinging fror hold to another by the arms (a brachiating gibbon)
— bra-chi-a-tion \,brd-ké-'a-shan\ n — bra.chi-a.tor \'bra-ke-a-tar\

brachi- or brachi

{brachialy 2: bract
bra-chi-al \
ArT Or an &
brachial pl
armpit and su

n

bra.chio-ce.phal-ic artery \bra-ké-(,)3-sa-"fa-lik-\ n (ca. 1839) : a
short artery that arises from the arch of the aorta and divides into the
carotid and subclavian arteries of the nght side — called also innomi-
nare crrmry

brachiocephalic vein n (ca. 1852) : either of two large veins that
occur one on each side of the neck, receive blood from the head and
neck, and unite to form the superior vena cava — called also innomi-
nate vein

bra-chio-pod \'bri-ké-a-,pid\ n EU!tim. fr. L bracchium + Gk pod-,
pous foot — more at FooT] (1836) : any of a phylum (Brachiopoda) of
marine invertebrates with bivalve shells within which is a pair of arms
bearing tentacles by which a current of water is made to bring micro-
scopic food to the mouth — brachiopod adj

brachy- comb form [Gk, fr. brachys — more at BRIEF] : short
{brachycephalic)

brachy-ce-phal-ic \.bra-ki-sa-"fa-lik\ adj [NL brachycephalus, fr. Gk
brachy- + kephalé head — more at CEPHALIC] (ca. 1852) : shorts
headed or broad-headed with a cephalic index of over 80 — brachy-
ceph-a-ly \-"se-fa-Ie\ n

braschyp-ster-ous \bra-‘kip-ta-ras\ adj [Gk brachypteros, fr. brachy- +
pteron wing — more at FEATHER] (ca. 1847) : having rudimentary or
abnormally small wings {~ insects}

bracsing \'bra-sig\ adj (1750) : giving strength, vigor, or freshness {a
~ breeze) — brac.ing.ly adv

bra-ci-o-la \,bri-ché-'d-13, -'chd-la\ or bra-ci-o-le \-'o-la\ n [It, lit.,
slice of meat roasted over coals, fr. brace live coals, prob. of Gme ori-
gin; akin to Sw brasa fire] (ca. 1945) : a thin slice of meat wrapped
around a seasoned filling and often cooked in wine )

brack-en \'bra-kan\ n [ME braken, prob. of Scand origin; akin to OSw
brekne fern] (14e)  1: a large coarse fern; esp : a nearly cosmopolitan
brake (Preridium aquih‘mms found in most tropical and temperate
regions 2: a growth of brakes

Ibrack-et \'bra-kat\ n [perh. fr. MF braguette codpiece, fr. dim. of
brague breeches, fr. OProv braga, fr. L braca, of Celt origin — more at
BREECH] (1580) 1 : an overhanging member that projects from a
structure (as a wall} and is usu. designed to support a vertical load or
to strengthen an angle 2 : a fixture (as for holding a lamp) projecting
from a wall or column 3 a: one of a pair of marks [ ] used in writing
and printing to enclose matter or in mathematics and logic as signs of
aggregation — called also square bracket b : one of the pair of marks
{ ¥ used to enclose matter — called also angle bracket ¢: PARENTHESIS
3 d: BRACESb 4: a section of a continuously numbered or graded
series (as age ranges or income levels)

ibracket vt (ca. 1847) 1 a: to place within or as if within brackets
{editorial comments are ~ed} {news stories ~ed by commercials) b
: to eliminate from consideration {~ off politics) ¢ : to extend
around so as to encompass : INCLUDE {test pressures . .. which ~ vir-
tually the entire range of passenger-car tire pressures —Consumer Re-
portsy 2 : to furnish or fasten with brackets 3 : to put in the same
category or group {~ed in a tie for third) 4 a: to get the range on (a
target) by firing over and short {there were mortar rounds ~ing the
area —Ed Bradley) b : to establish the limits of {(~ed the problem
neatly} c¢: to take photographs at more than one exposure in order to
ensure that the desired exposure is obtained

bracket creep n (1980) : movement into a higher tax bracket as a
result of income rises intended to offset the effects of inflation
brack-et-ed adj (1885) of a serif: joined to the stroke by a curved line
bracket fungus n (1899) : a basidiomycete that forms shelflike sporo-
phores

bracksish \'bra-kish\ adj [D brac salty; akin to MLG brac salty] (1538)
1 : somewhat salty {~ water) 2 a: not appealing to the taste {~
tea) b: REPULSIVE— brack-ish-ness n

bracso-nid \'bra-ka-(,)nid\ n I{u tim. fr. Gk brachys] (ca. 1893) : any of
a large family (Braconidae) of ichneumon flies — braconid adj

bract \"brakt\ n [NL bractea, fr. L, thin metal plate] (1770) 1: aleaf
from the axil of which a flower or floral axis arises 2 : a leaf borne on
a floral axis; esp: one subtending a flower or flower cluster — bracste-
al \'brak-té&-al\ adj — brac-te-ate \-té-at, - at\ adj — bract-ed \-tad\

a

brzjc-{e-nle \'brak-1é-,51\ n [NL bracteola, fr. L, dim. of braciea] (ca.
1828) : a small bract esp. on a floral axis

'brad \'brad\ n [ME, fr. ON broddr spike; perh. akin to OE byrst bristle
— more at BRISTLE] (13c) 1 : a thin nail of the same thickness
throughout but tapering in width and having a slight projection at the
top anm: side instead of a head 2 : a slender wire nail with a small
barrel-shaped head

?brad vt brad.ded; brad.ding (1794) : to fasten with brads

brad-awl \'brad-,0l\ n (1823) : an awl with chisel edge used to make
holes for brads or screws

brady- comb form [Gk brad'y\c{: slow (bradykinin}

bra-dy-car-dia \,bra-di-*kiir-dé-3 also ,bra-\ n [NL] (ca. 1890) : rela-
tively slow heart action — compare TACHYCARDIA .

bra.dy-ki-nin \-'ki-non\ n (1949) : a kinin that is formed locally in
injured tissue, acts in vasodilation of small arterioles, is considered to
play a part in inflammatory processes, and is composed of a chain of
nine amino-acid residues

\a\ abut \*\ kitten, F table \ar\ further \a\ ash \a@\ ace \@\ mop, mar
\ai\ out \ch\ chin \e\ bet \&\easy \ghigo \i\hit \ivice \j\job
Aph sing A6\ go \o\ law \oi\ boy \th\ thin \th\ the \ii\loot \i\ foot
A\ yet \zh\ vision &, k. ", ce, @, w, &, "\ see Guide to Pronunciation
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fla.gran-te de-lic-to \fla-,grin-té-di-1ik-()td, -,gran-\ adv or adj [ML,
lit., while the crime is blazing] (1826) : in the very act of committing a
misdeed ;: RED-HANDED; also : in the midst of sexual activity

flag:ship \'flag-ship\ n (1672) 1 : the ship that carries the
commander of a fleet or subdivision of a fleet and flies his flag 2 : the
finest, largest, or most important one of a series, network, or chain

flag.staff \-staf\ n (ca. 1613) : a staff on which a flag is hoisted

flag-stick \-stik\ n (1926) : a staff for a flag marking the location of
the cup on a golf putting green

flag.stone \-ston\ n (1730) : *FLAG . :

flag stop n (1941) : a point at which a vehicle in public transportation
stops only on prearrangement or signal

flag-wav-er \'flag-wa-vor\ n (1894) 1 : one who is intensely and
conspicuously patriotic 2 : one who waves a flag in signaling 3:a
song intended to rouse patriotic sentiment . :

flag-wayv-ing \-vig\ n 1892) : passionate appeal to patriotic or parti-
san sentiment : CHAUVINISM

1flail \'la)I\ n [ME fleil, flail, partly fr. (assumed) OE flegel (whence
OE fligeD, fr. LL flagellum flail, fr. L, whip & partly fr. MF flaiel, fr.
LL flagellum — more at FLAGELLATE] (bef. 12c) : a hand threshing
implement consisting of a wooden handle at the end of which a stouter
and shorter stick is so hung as to swing freely

flail vt (15¢) 1 a: to strike with or as if with a flail {arms ~ing the
water) b: to move, swing, or beat as if wielding a flail {(~ing a club to
drive away the insects) 2 : to thresh (grain) with a flail =~ vi: to
move, swing, or beat like a flail

flair \'flar, ‘fler\ n [F, lit., sense of smell, fr. OF, odor, fr. flairier to give
off an odor, fr. LL flagrare, alter. of L fragrare] (1881) 1: a skill or
instinctive ability to aplprociate or make good use of something : TAL-
ENT (a ~ for colord; also : INCLINATION, TENDENCY (a ~ for the dra-
matic} 2 : a uniguely attractive quality : sTYLE {fashionable dresses
with a ~ all their own)

flak \'flak\ n, pl flak [G, fr. Fiiegerabwehrkanonen, fr. Flieger flyer +
Abwehr defense + Kanonen cannons] (1938) 1 : antiaircraft guns
: the bursting shells fired from flak 3 : CRITICISM, OPPOSITION
1flake \'flak\ n [ME, of Scand origin; akin to Norw flak disk] (14c) 1
+ a small loose mass or bit (snow ~s} 2 : a thin flattened piece or
layer : CHIP 3 slang: COCAINE

flake vb flaked: flak-ing vi (1627) : to separate into flakes; also : to
peel in flakes ~ vt 1 : to form or break into flakes : CHIP 2 : to
cover with or as if with flakes — flakser n

sflake n [ME, hurdle, fr. ON flaki] (1623) : a stage, platform, or tray
for drying fish or produce

#flake n [perh. fr. flake our] (1964) : a person who is flaky : ODDBALL

flake out vi [prob. ir. dial. flake to lie, bask] (1939) 1 slang : to fall
asleep 2 slang: to be overcome esp. by exhaustion

flake tool n (ca. 1947) : a Stone-Age tool that is a flake of stone struck
off from a larger piece
flak jacket n (1950) : a jacket containing metal plates for protection
against flak; broadly : a bulletproof vest — called also flak vest
iflaky also flak-ey \'fla-k&\ adj flak-i-er; -est (1580) 1: consisting
of flakes {~ snow} 2: tending to flake (a ~ crust) — flak-i-ness n

flaky adj flak-i-er; -est [4/lake] (ca. 1963) : markedly odd or uncon-
ventional ; OFFBEAT, WACKY — flak-i-ness n

flam \'flam\ n [prob. mme (1819) : a drumbeat of two strokes of
which the first is a very quick grace note
flam-bé \flim-'ba, flar-\ adj [F flambé, fr. pp. of flamber to flame,
singe, fr. OF, fr. flambe flame] (1914) : dressed or served covered with
ﬂarnmg liguor — usu. used postpositively (crepes suzette ~

flambé vt flam.béed; flam-bésing (ca. 1946) : to douse with a liquor
(as brandy, rum, or cognac) and ignite

flam-beau \'flam-,bd\ n, pl flam-beaux \-bsz\ or flambeaus [F, fr.
MF, fr. flambe flame] (1632) : a flaming torch; broadly : TORCH

flam-boy-ance \flam-'béi-an(t)s\ n (1891) : the quality or state of
being flamboyant

flamsboy-an-cy \-an(t)-s&\ n (ca. 1889) : FLAMBOYANCE
iflamsboy.ant \-ant\ adj [F, fr. prp. of flamboyer to flame, fr. OF, ir.
flambe] 1832) 1 often cap : characterized by waving curves suggest-
ing flames (~ tracery) {(~ architecture) 2 : marked by or given to
strikingly elaborate or colorful display or behavior — flam-boy-ant-ly

flagrante delicto e flappy

adv

flamboyant n (1879) : ROYAL POINCIANA

‘flame \'flam\ nF[ME faume, flaumbe, fr. MF flamme (fr. L flamma)
& flambe, fr. OF, fr. flamble, fr. L fI la, dim. of fl flame;
akin to L flagrare to burn — more at BLACK] (14c) 1 : the glowing
gaseous part of a fire 2 a: a state of blaang combustion (the car
burst into ~» b : a condition or appearance suggesting a flame or
burning: as (1) : burning zeal or passion (2) : a strong reddish or-
ange color 3: BRILLIANCE, BRIGHTNESS 4 : SWEETHEART 3: an angry.
hostile, or abusive electronic message

2flame vb flamed; flam-ing vi (14c) 1: to burn with a flame : BLAZE

a : to burst or break out violently or passionately {flaming with

indignation) b : to send an angry, hostile, or abusive electronic mes-
sage 3: to shine brightly : GLOW {color flaming up in her cheeks) ~
y1 1: to send or convey by means of flame (~ a message by signal
fires) 2 : to treat or affect with flame: as a : to sear, sterlize, or
destroy by fire b: FLAMBE 3 : to send an angry, hostile, or abusive
electronic message to or about — flam-er n

flame cell n (1888) : a hollow cell that has a tuft of vibratile cilia and is

art of some lower invertebrate excrelorfy systems (as of a flatworm)
flas-men \'fla-man\ n, pl flamens or flam-i-nes \'fla-ms-,néz\ [ME
lamin, fr. L flamin-, flamen] (14c) : a priest esp. in ancient Rome

fla:men.co \fl>-'men-(,)kd\ n, pl -cos [Sp, ir. 6ﬂamencn of the Gypsies,
lit., Flemish, fr. MD Vlaminc Fleming] (1896) 1 : a vigorous rhyth-
mic dance style of the Andalusian Gypsies; also : a dance in flamenco
style 2: music or song suitable to accompany a flamenco dance
flame-out \'fla-mait\ n (1950) 1 : the unintentional cessation of
operation of a jet airplane engine 2 : a sudden or spectacular failure
3: a person whose successful career ends abruptly

flame photometer n (1945) : a spectrophotometer in which a spray of
metallic salts in solution is vaporized in a very hot flame and subjected
to quantitative analysis by measuring the intensities of the spectral
lines of the metals present — flame photometric adj — flame pho-
tometry n

flame-proof \'flam-,pri

A adj (
on contact with flame |

: resistant to damage
— fIm-ne-l.wo»::i.gl-?1r
r treated 50 as to resist by

flame—retardant adj (194 .
int stitch that produceg a"ﬂmg

flame stitch n (1936) : 2 needler
resembling flames Palfey
flame-throw-er \~thro(-a)r\ n (1917) 1: a device that expely
nozzle a burning stream of liqu semiliquid fuel under Pressy d
: a pitcher who throws hard : a fastball pitcher ure 3
flame tree n (1860) : any of several trees or shrubs with shoyy
or yellow flowers: as a: a tree (Brachychiton acerifolium of thelf"ll
Sterculiaceae) of southern Australia with panicles of brilliany ;M)
flowers b: ROYALPOINCIANA
flam-ing \'la-min\ adj (14c) 1: resembling or suggesting 5 fj
color, brilliance, or wavy outline {the ~ sunset sky} {(~ req h:‘-'ml
: being On fire : BLAZING 3 ; INTENSE, PASSIONATE (~ yourpyj
used as an intensive (you ~ idiot) — flameingly \-min-I12\ agy 13
flasmin-go \fla-'min-(,)gd\ n, pl -gos also
-goes [obs. Sp flamengo (now flamenco),
lit., eming, German (c.onvmnnna.li%

thought of as ruddy-complexioned)] (1565
: any of several large aquatic birds (family
Phoenicopteridae) with long legs and neck,
webbed feet, a broad lamellate bill resem-
bling that of a duck but abruptly bent
downward, and usu. rosy-white plumage
with scarlet wing coverts and black wing

flams- ity \,fla-ma-"bi-la-t&\ n (1646)
+ ability to support combustion; esp : a high
capacity for combustion

flam-ma-ble \'fla-ma-bal\ adj [L flammare
to flame, set on fire, fr. flamma] (1813)
: capable of being easily ignited and of
burning quickly — flammable n

flan \'flan, *fla*(n)\ n [F, fr. OF flaon, fr. LL
fladon-, flado flat cake, of Gmc origin; akin
to OHG flado flat cake] (1846) 1 a: an open pie containing any of
various sweet or savory fillings b : custard baked with a carame] gy,
2: the metal disk of a coin, token, or medal as distinguished from
design and lettering stamped on it .

fla-neur \fi-'nar\ n [F flaneur] (1854) : an idle man-about-town
iflange \'flanj\ n [perh. alter. of flanch (a cur\nn%‘chargc on 2 heraldy
shield)] (ca. 1735) 1 : a rib or rim for strength, for guiding, or [y
attachment to another object {a ~ on a pipe) {(a ~ ana whecﬁ 2
projecting edge of cloth used for decoration on clothing (a jacket wily
~ shoulders) .

flange vt flanged; flang-ing (ca. 1859) : to furnish with a flange
iflank \'flagk\ n [ME, fr. OF flanc, of Gme origin; akin to OHG hlang
loin, flank — more at LANK] (bef. 12c) 1 a: the fleshy part of fhet
side between the ribs and the hip; broadly : the side of a quadruped §
: a cut of meat from this part of an animal — see BEEF illustration
a: SIDE b: the right or left of a formation 3 : the area along eilhe
side of a heraldic shield

2flank vt (1596) 1: to protect a flank of 2: to attack or threaten
flank of (as a body of troops) 3 a: to be situated at the side of
: to be situated on both sides of (a road ~ed with linden trees) b

lace something on each side of

flan-ken \'flan-kan\ n [Yiddish, pl. of flank, lit., flank, ultim. fr. 0
flanc] (1950) : beef flank cooked esp. by boiling .

flank-er \'flan-kar\ n (1940) : a football player stationed wide of i
formation slightly behind the line of scrimmage as a pass receiver =
called also flanker back

flank steak n (1902) : a pear-shaped muscle of the beef flank; alio 1§
steak cut from this muscle — see BegFillustration
flan.nel \'fla-n°I\ n [ME flaunneol woolen cloth or garment] (1503)

a : a soft twilled wool or worsted fabric with a loose texture and
slightly napped surface b: a napped cotton fabric of soft yarns
lating the texture of wool flannel c: a stout cotton fabric usu.

on one side 2 pl a: flannel underwear b : outer garments of i
nel; esp : men’s trousers 3 Brit ; WASHCLOTH 4 Brit : ﬂaltan:é
evasive talk; also : NONSENSE, RUBBISH — flannel adj — flan-nel§
\-n’l-&\ adj

flan-nelsette \,fla-n’l-"et\ n {ca. 1882) :

flan-nel-mouthed \'fla-n°l-;mautht
: speaking indistinctly 2: speakin, f
iflap \'flap\ n [ME flappe] (14c) 1 : a stroke with something
: sLAP 2 obs : something broad and flat used for striking 3 so8
thing that is broad, limber, or flat and usu. thin and that hangs loose
projects freely: as a: a piece on a garment that hangs free b: ap
of a book jacket that folds under the book’s cover ¢: a piece of tiss
partly severed from its place of origin for use in surgical graftin
: an extended part forming the closure (as of an envelope or carton
: the motion of something broad and limber (as a sail or wingl 5
movable auxiliary airfoil usu. attached to an airplane win
edge to increase lift or drag — see AIRPLANE illustration 6 a:
of excitement or agitation : TIZZY, UPROAR b : something {as an
dent or remark) that generates an uproar 7 : a consonant
sound \d\ in ladder and \t\ in latter) characterized by a sin
contact of the tongue or lower lip against another point 10 the motk
— called also taj _ o

#lap vb flapped; flap-ping vt (14c) 1 : to beat with or as if whil
flap 2: to toss sharply : FLING 3 : to move or cause Lo move in i
~'yi 11 to sway loosely usu. with a noise of striking and &sp. Wi
moved by wind 2 a: to beat or pulsate wings or something b :
ing wings b : to progress by flapping ¢ : to flutter ineffectively
to talk foolishly and persistently

jap-doo-dle \'flap-,dii-d°I\ n [origin unknown] (1878) :
ap-jack \-jak\ n (ca. 1600) : PANCAKE

lap.pa-ble \'fla-pa-bal\ adj (1968) : easily upset i

lap-per \'fla-par\ n (ca. 1570) 1 a: one that flaps b: SO
used in flapping or striking ¢: FLPPER 1 2 : a young woman; S5
: a young woman of the period of World War I and the following
cade who showed freedom from conventions (as in conduct

flap-py \'fla-pe\ adj (1905) : flapping or tending to flap

flamingo

a lightweight cotton flannel
mauthd\ adj (ca. 1893)
a tricky or ingratiating way

NONSENSE
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