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GOVERNMENT LICENSE RIGHTS

The United States Government may have certain rights in
some aspects of the invention claimed herein, as the invention
was made with United States Government support under
award/contract number DAAD16-99-C-1024 issued by US
AMCAC NATICK Contracting Division.

BACKGROUND

1. Field of the Invention

This invention relates to the field of intelligent networks
that include connection to the physical world. In particular,
the invention relates to providing distributed network and
Internet access to processors, controls, and devices in
vehicles.

2. Description of Related Art

Typical modern vehicles include an information network
within the vehicle, installed by the manufacturer. Many of the
devices on this network are typically connected via a number
of networks for different functions. In the near future it is
expected that some of these functions will be consolidated so
that a diverse set of applications will use a common Original
Equipment Manufacturer (OEM) bus. The Control Area Net-
work (CAN) is a typical protocol used for such networks in
the automotive industry. By this means, sensors, actuators,
and computing elements for controlling the operations can all
be linked in a common environment. This reduces the wiring
within the vehicle, and allows for cost reduction in that the
number of different kinds of interfaces is vastly reduced.
Because the OEM bus or functionally equivalent set of net-
works carries messages related to essential safety and secu-
rity operations of the vehicle, only devices authenticated by
the manufacturer can be added. In particular, the OEM bus
needs to be guarded against devices that may cause conges-
tion through repeated service requests, or malicious devices
that issue commands that may imperil vehicle operation or
safety. Further, each manufacturer may potentially use differ-
ent protocols on their own set of buses or proprietary buses.

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

2

Consequently, it is costly to add consumer electronics to
vehicles, or to perform upgrades of the information network.

In order to address some of the limitations of present-day
vehicle information networks, the Automotive Multimedia
Interface Consortium (AMI-C) has developed a set of com-
mon specifications for a multimedia interface to motor
vehicle electronic systems. A particular aim is to accommo-
date a wide variety of consumer electronic and computer-
based devices in the vehicle. The AMI-C standard network
architecture, adopted by nearly all automobile manufacturers
worldwide, reduces time to market and facilitates upgrades of
vehicle electronics, supports deployment of telematics by
providing standard interfaces, and reduces relative costs of
electronic components. A variety of standards are being con-
sidered for AMI-C buses, among them IEEE 1394, MOST,
and Intelligent Data Bus (IDB-C), with the possibility of
multiple AMI-C approved buses within a vehicle.

Particular goals of the AMI-C forum are directed towards
device interoperability, software interoperability, telematics
support, logical security management, failsafe operation, and
remote operation and service support. Device interoperability
relates to the issue that consumer electronic devices and com-
puter devices must interoperate with other systems installed
in the vehicle, including communication, navigation, diag-
nostic and other systems.

Software interoperability relates to the issue that systems
must support convenient, automatic discovery and intializa-
tion of software and hardware introduced into the vehicle by
consumers, service organizations, or the vehicle manufac-
turer. Software portability, serviceability, and upgradeability
are requirements within software interoperability.

Telematics support relates to the issue that voice and data
communication must be provided for each of the installed
devices or devices that may have been introduced into the
passenger compartment. [ogical security management
relates to the issue that security services must be provided for
access to vehicle data and systems. In particular, isolation
must be provided between essential vehicle systems and any
unauthorized local or remote access attempts.

Failsafe operation relates to the issue that some means for
physical isolation between consumer and vehicle OEM bus
must be provided. Thus, consumer electronics cannot be
allowed to interfere in any way with the safe operation of the
vehicle. Remote operation and service support relates to the
issue that the network system must provide remote access for
authorized vehicle users and service providers.

While the goals of the AMI-C forum include desirable
features, a standards body only issues requirements without
providing means for solution. Beyond the requirements
expressed by the AMI-C forum, it is also desirable to have a
complete, lasting solution for vehicle Internet access, with
connectivity throughout the life cycle of the vehicle. Connec-
tivity should begin in manufacturing and proceed through
testing, distribution, sales, field use, maintenance, recall
upgrade, and used vehicle sales. Desirable features of such a
system include: connectivity available on a national scale;
connectivity to vehicles in all environments where the vehicle
will be found using common hardware; connectivity inindoor
and outdoor environments; and, scalability such that only a
limited number of transactions are used for access to vast
numbers of vehicles.

Further desirable features include: local information pro-
cessing services at the vehicle internetworking component
that reduce the communication payload using reconfigurable
systems; a single infrastructure solution for vehicle and Inter-
net access over its life cycle; operation with a single national
network service provider without the requirement of region-
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by-region negotiation with subscriber service providers;
robust operation through atomic transaction methods to
enable deployment on vehicles using available power
sources; secure operation that provides privacy and authenti-
cation; low component cost at both the vehicle node and the
Internet access points; capability for rapid, low cost, after-
market deployment of the connectivity solution; ability to
deploy large (100 kb-100 Mb) data sets at a high speed and
low cost; and, the use of standard web browsing tools and
database technology.

Network access to vehicles must be convenient and support
mobility. Thus, wireless services are attractive. Conventional
methods for wireless network access to vehicles include cel-
Iular telephony, cellular data packet delivery (CDPD) ser-
vices, and satellite communication. Each of these conven-
tional services requires high subscription fees and high
component costs. The RF transceivers used for support of
these networks must provide low bit error rates over long
range links. This demands high performance systems and
high transmitter power.

Consumer devices on an OEM or AMI-C bus could supply
connectivity and Internet access solutions for cellular, CDPD,
satellite communication, and other wireless services. While
these services can be important components of the system,
conventional network solutions present some limitations. For
example, conventional systems are often not easily accessible
on a national scale and, typically, only provide patchwork
coverage. Conventional systems may require separate nego-
tiations for service in each region.

Conventional services do not supply connectivity to
vehicles in all environments. The conventional wireless ser-
vices do not provide connectivity in typical assembly, main-
tenance, storage, and distribution environments at required
latencies and costs. Different communications means are
required for indoor and outdoor environments, without con-
venient linkage of these communications systems. Conven-
tional services are not scalable such that only a limited num-
ber of transactions are required for access to vast numbers of
vehicles. For example, a vast number of circuit switched calls
must be placed on low rate channels. Local information pro-
cessing services at the vehicle internetworking component
that reduce required communication payload using reconfig-
urable systems are not available in conventional systems.

Conventional services may require separate, regional
negotiations for some services, which is a substantial obstacle
to national or international deployment. Conventional ser-
vices do not provide atomic transaction methods that verify
completeness of transactions. For example, a cellular system
will simply drop calls, with the likelihood of requiring a fresh
start on a bulk data transfer. The low power operation required
for deployment on vehicles using, for example, available
diagnostic port power sources is not compatible with conven-
tional long range wireless communications. Secure operation
that provides privacy and authentication is not available in
conventional systems.

Conventional long range wireless services require high
component cost wireless devices, which is an obstacle to
rapid, low cost, after-market deployment of the connectivity
solution. Conventional systems lack the ability to deploy
large (100kb-100 Mb) data sets at low cost and at high speed.

Conventional means of self-assembly, while bringing a
number of advantages, also have some limitations. For
example, the Jini protocol is designed to enable assembly of
functions on the Internet. It applies not to the original physical
connection and assignment of internet protocol (IP)
addresses, but rather to groups of users who are already con-
nected and who desire particular services. Requests are made
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to a central server, which downloads the appropriate software
and enables set up of a session among scattered nodes. While
the Jini protocol is heavy in the sense of demanding consid-
erable memory and hardware support, it is robust over a
variety of networks and extensive support software exists.
Thus, while not a complete solution to the problem of self-
assembly, it is desirable for a vehicle network to be able to
interact with Jini servers, and to support Jini for those devices
with the capability of hosting its applications.

SUMMARY

A vehicle internetwork is provided comprising an informa-
tion and control internetwork for vehicles, including hard-
ware together with a suite of applications. The vehicle inter-
network enables the secure and convenient addition of
devices and software to a vehicle network. Among the func-
tions supported are formation of subnetworks, authentication
of new devices added to the network, bridging between het-
erogeneous networks, routing and security for multimedia
traffic, and control of traffic based on priorities and security
level. The vehicle internetwork permits secure operation of
the internetwork and coupled devices in response to snoop-
ing, replay, denial of service, and unauthorized access
attacks, with minimal intervention required by the vehicle
operator or manufacturer. Further, mobile couplings to out-
side networks including the Internet are supported and, in
contrast to conventional networking, most configuration
takes place automatically and with no intervention by a
vehicle owner. A modular architecture enables distribution of
functions, simplifying upgrades over the lifetime of the
vehicle. Standard interfaces provide a universal socket, so
that devices may be added irrespective of the make, model, or
type of vehicle.

The descriptions provided herein are exemplary and
explanatory and are intended to provide examples of the
claimed invention.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE FIGURES

The accompanying figures illustrate embodiments of the
claimed invention. In the figures:

FIGS. 1 and 2 are a Wireless Integrated Network Sensor
Next Generation (WINS NG) network architecture of an
embodiment.

FIG. 3 is a WINS vehicle internetwork architecture of an
embodiment that provides scalable, secure, flexible, and low
cost networking.

FIG. 4 is flow diagram of vehicle internetworking of an
embodiment.

FIG. 5 is a vehicular network architecture of an embodi-
ment showing both internal and external couplings.

FIG. 6 shows Mobile Internet Protocol (IP) (Mobile IP)
connectivity using the WINS vehicle internetwork of an
embodiment.

FIG. 7 shows the gateway functions of an embodiment
linked or distributed using Internet Protocol (IP) techniques.

FIG. 8 is a Serial Network Interface Connector (SNIC) and
an associated internal proxy structure of an embodiment.

FIG. 9 is a Public Network Port (PNP) and an associated
internal proxy structure of an embodiment.

FIG. 10 is a WINS vehicle internetwork gateway of an
embodiment.

FIG. 11 is a port node architecture of an embodiment.

FIG. 12 is a safety connector of an embodiment.
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FIG. 13 shows a number of ways a WINS NG system of an
embodiment can be reconfigured to accommodate different
applications.

FIG. 14 depicts a hybrid switch architecture of an embodi-
ment.

FIG. 15 is a port architecture of an embodiment.

FIG. 16 is a vehicle internetwork application programming
interface (API) structure of an embodiment.

FIG. 17 shows a gateway hardware and software interac-
tion of an embodiment.

FIG. 18 shows application programming interface (API)
layering of an embodiment.

FIG. 19 shows default device discovery in a layered set of
APIs of an embodiment.

FIG. 20 shows Java/Jini application enablement in a lay-
ered set of APIs of an embodiment.

FIG. 21 is a WINS vehicle internetwork of an embodiment.

FIG. 22 is a WINS vehicle internetwork system of an
embodiment.

FIG. 23 is a WINS vehicle internetworking system of an
alternate embodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The Wireless Integrated Network Sensor Next Generation
(WINS NG) sensors and nodes provide distributed network
and Internet access to sensors, controls, and processors that
are deeply embedded in equipment, facilities, and the envi-
ronment. The WINS NG network is a new monitoring and
control capability for applications in such sectors as transpor-
tation, manufacturing, health care, environmental monitor-
ing, and safety and security. Wireless Integrated Network
Sensors combine microsensor technology, low power signal
processing, low power computation, and low power, low cost
wireless (and/or wired) networking capability in a compact
system. The WINS NG networks provide sensing, local con-
trol, and embedded intelligent systems in structures, materi-
als, and environments.

The WINS NG networks provide a more efficient means of
connecting the physical and computer worlds. Sensor nodes
self-organize to form a network, and seamlessly link to the
Internet or other external network via a gateway node, which
can be of the same type or different from the sensor nodes.
The sensor nodes can themselves be of the same type or a
variety of types. Network resources such as databases are
available to the sensor network and the remote user through
the Internet or other external network.

The sensor nodes are constructed in a layered fashion, both
with respect to signal processing and network protocols, to
enable use of standard tools, ease real-time operating systems
issues, promote adaptability to unknown environments, sim-
plify reconfiguration, and enable lower-power, continuously
vigilant operation. High reliability access to remote WINS
NG nodes and networks enables remote interrogation and
control of the sensor network. This reliability is achieved
using a plurality of couplings, with automatic adjustment of
the processing and communications to deal with failures of
any of these couplings. Linkage to databases enables extra
resources to be brought to bear in analysis and archiving of
events, and database methods can be used to control the entire
network in a more transparent manner, to enable more effi-
cient control and design.

The WINS NG technology incorporates low-energy cir-
cuitry and components to provide secure communication that
is robust against deliberate and unintentional interference, by
means for example of new algorithms and antenna designs.
The network can further include distributed position location

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

6

functionality that takes advantage of the communications and
sensing components of the individual nodes, to simplify
deployment and enable location of targets.

The sensor nodes can be of a variety of types, including
very simple nodes that may, for example, serve as tags. These
nodes can be constructed on flexible polymer substrates, a
material that may be used for a wide variety of synergistic
uses. This construction results in more compact and capable
systems, providing sensors, actuators, photo-cells and struc-
tural properties. Compact antennas for such packages have
been developed. The network includes both wireless and
wired communications capability, using a common protocol
and automatically choosing the more secure or lower power
mode when it is available, providing more robust and long-
lived operation in potentially hostile environments. The net-
work enables a wide variety of users with different data rate
and power requirements to coexist as, for example, in wired or
wireless mode vehicular applications. The flexibility of the
design opens a wide variety of applications.

In another aspect, the layering of the WINS nodes with
respect to processing and signal processing facilitates the
rapid design of new applications. Layering further facilitates
self-organization of complete applications, from network
couplings through to interoperation with remote databases
accessed through external networks such as the Internet. With
this layering, the cost of deployment is radically reduced even
while remote operation is enabled.

FIGS. 1 and 2 show embodiments of a WINS NG network.
The network includes nodes 102, gateway nodes 104, server
106, and web assistants or node control web or browser pages
(not shown), but is not so limited. The sensor nodes 102
include any combination of actuators, sensors, signal proces-
sors, energy or power supplies, data storage devices, wireless
communication devices, wireline communication devices,
and self-location capabilities. The sensor nodes 102 are dis-
tributed in an environment 199 that is to be monitored or
controlled. The network can include heterogeneous elements.
Local users 130 may interact, if authenticated, with the net-
work via the nodes 102 themselves through a local display
and user interfaces (U’s). Non-local users can interact with
the network through gateways 104. Thus, couplings to servers
106, database services 120, and other network resources are
available, and user 132 can access the network with standard
tools. The user or client computer can access the WINS net-
work continuously or intermittently, and may interface via
processors of vastly different capabilities according to a par-
ticular application (e.g., personal computers, personal digital
assistants (PDAs), or bidirectional pagers). A complete sen-
sor network may, in one embodiment, be viewed as a distrib-
uted but active database that answers questions about the
physical world, and acts upon the questions through the
actuators. Multithop communication permits low power
operation of dense WINS sensor networks.

The network architecture of FIGS. 1 and 2 is self-organiz-
ing with respect to an ability to distribute some combination
of information and energy. The network interacts with remote
users 132 and databases 120 when coupled to the Internet 110
or other networks using a gateway 104. The WINS node data
is transferred over the possibly asymmetric wireless link to an
end user 132 or to a conventional wireless network service,
for example an Internet Protocol (IP) network 110, through a
WINS gateway 104 or a network bridge. Internetworking
provides remote accessibility via web-based tools to data
(e.g., signals and images), code (e.g., signal processing, deci-
sion support, and database elements), management (e.g.,
node and network operation), and security functions.
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The sensor nodes of an embodiment are remotely program-
mable. Furthermore, software is downloadable from storage
locations in the sensor node network, or via the Internet from
remote user locations or databases. Moreover, results or data
products of sensor nodes may be remotely queried. Addition-
ally, the network is capable of supporting distributed process-
ing and data storage functions in accordance with varying
sensor node capabilities and application demands.

The WINS NG architecture readily accommodates the
AMI-C goals. The WINS NG network includes a WINS NG
gateway node and any number of other nodes that include a
combination of sensing, signal processing, actuation, and
communications capabilities. The gateway couples to exter-
nal networks such as the Internet. The network self-as-
sembles, both with respect to establishment of the physical
connectivity and in assembling applications. Through a set of
open APIs, standard web browsers and database tools are
used to control the operations of the network, request particu-
lar types of information, and archive the information of inter-
est. The gateway and other WINS NG nodes include as com-
ponents the sensors and actuators, communications ports that
support both wired and wireless communications, a real-time
processor, and a higher level processor.

The WINS NG node and network architecture is well-
suited for adaptation to and support of vehicular applications
wherein, for example, a WINS NG gateway functions to
bridge the OEM and AMI-C buses while providing couplings
with external networks via at least one wireless port. Specifi-
cally, therefore, the WINS NG network includes a superset of
the functions used in the core components of a vehicle inter-
network. Thus, while WINS NG networks can include nodes
with sensing, signal processing, and communications capa-
bilities, the core network components of vehicular networks
may not use sensors, just as embodiments or configurations of
the WINS NG gateway may not include sensors. However, the
vehicle internetwork embodiments of the WINS NG technol-
ogy do make use of the self-assembly, layered and open API
set, separation of real-time and general purpose processing
functions, and ease of connectivity to external networks and
databases characteristic of WINS NG networks. Conse-
quently, the vehicle internetwork of an embodiment is
regarded as a network including vehicle-specific configura-
tions of WINS NG nodes.

The WINS vehicle internetwork of an embodiment pro-
vides an information and control internetwork for vehicles,
including the associated hardware, together with a suite of
applications. An embodiment of the vehicle internetwork dis-
closed and claimed herein includes a wireline/wireless auto-
motive gateway, programmable IDB-C bus interfaces, and
complete internetworked vehicle systems. Automotive Mul-
timedia Interface Consortium (AMI-C) network functions,
including telematics, access to vehicle data systems, and
security are enabled in this vehicle internetwork using open
interfaces that enable interaction with standard web-based
software, tools, and databases. The vehicle internetwork
leverages the development of hybrid wireless, wireline net-
worked embedded systems, described in U.S. Provisional
Application No. 60/158,013, filed Oct. 6, 1999, U.S. Provi-
sional Application No. 60/170,865, filed Dec. 15, 1999, U.S.
Provisional Application No. 60/208,397, filed May 30, 2000,
U.S. Provisional Application No. 60/210,296, filed Jun. 8,
2000, U.S. patent application Ser. No. 09/684,706, filed Oct.
4, 2000, U.S. patent application Ser. No. 09/684,565, filed
Oct. 4, 2000, U.S. patent application Ser. No. 09/685,020,
filed Oct. 4, 2000, U.S. patent application Ser. No. 09/685,
019, filed Oct. 4, 2000, U.S. patent application Ser. No.
09/684,387, filed Oct. 4, 2000, U.S. patent application Ser.
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No. 09/684,742, filed Oct. 4, 2000, U.S. patent application
Ser. No. 09/680,550, filed Oct. 4, 2000, U.S. patent applica-
tion Ser. No. 09/685,018, filed Oct. 4, 2000, U.S. patent
application Ser. No. 09/684,388, filed Oct. 4, 2000, U.S.
patent application Ser. No. 09/684,162, filed Oct. 4, 2000, and
U.S. patent application Ser. No. 09/680,608, filed Oct. 4,
2000, and incorporated herein by reference.

Among the functions provided by the WINS vehicle inter-
network of an embodiment are device and software interop-
erability, telematics support, communication security and pri-
vacy, isolation of essential functions of the vehicle from
consumer applications, remote operation, scalability, flex-
ibility, open interfaces, support for local area wireless net-
works, accommodation of diverse device speeds on buses,
and low cost. This vehicle internetwork further includes
improved techniques: for enabling secure and convenient
incorporation of diverse devices and software; and, to resist
denial of service, snooping, and replay attacks and unautho-
rized access to the network. A security architecture with secu-
rity implemented at network ports and a proxy is also dis-
closed. This port and proxy security architecture further
enables simplified means for connecting both Internet Proto-
col (IP) capable and non-IP capable devices to the network,
and permits convenient upgrades through addition of new
devices throughout the lifetime of the vehicle.

The WINS vehicle internetwork can be used in a wide
variety of applications, including vehicle assembly, vehicle
maintenance, fleet management, fleet reliability analysis,
anti-theft systems, support for entertainment systems, coor-
dination of vehicle systems with consumer electronics, and
targeted advertising. Among the advantages of the invention
in enabling this broad range of vehicle reliability and con-
sumer services are: its self-assembly and authentication from
physical layer through to applications; application program-
ming interfaces (APIs) that provide the ability to control
physical parameters while using high-level and standard soft-
ware tools; the separation of real time from non-real time
processing; the proxy/port architecture; the integrated man-
agement of databases, CPU, internet access, and control (the
network resources); and use of web tools and remote data-
bases. These all contribute to low cost deployment and opera-
tion, and flexibility in the design of applications.

Vehicle Internetworking Architecture

FIG. 3 is a WINS vehicle internetwork architecture 300 of
an embodiment that provides scalable, secure, flexible, and
low cost networking. While enabling the Automotive Multi-
media Interface Consortium (AMI-C) network features, fur-
ther services and features are enabled, as described herein.
The WINS vehicle internetwork includes a gateway 302 that
links external networks and the Original Equipment Manu-
facturer (OEM) 304 and AMI-C buses 306. The gateway 302
provides protocol translation, security, and privacy functions
in bridging these networks, and can act as a network master
for any of these networks as well as coordinate applications
that span multiple networks.

The WINS vehicle internetwork gateway 302 is distin-
guished by the ability to control the flow of information
between vehicle networks, and between these networks and
external networks. Consequently, a separation is provided
between the devices that communicate and those that control
the communication. The port nodes 310 provide protocol
translation for devices and networks connected to either bus
304 or 306, and additionally enable security functions to
prevent unauthorized or misbehaving devices from disrupting
the network.
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Devices and functions supported on the OEM bus 304
through port nodes 310 include, but are not limited to, climate
control, position location devices, Global Positioning System
(GPS) devices, OBD-II port, cellular modems/embedded
processor, video/audio, multimedia players/embedded pro-
cessor, sensor systems, switch clusters, and multiple device
subnetworks. Devices and functions supported on the AMIC
bus 306 through portnodes 310 include, but are not limited to,
pagers, video/audio, multimedia players/embedded proces-
sor, personal digital assistants, and wireless local area net-
work (LAN) ports.

This is but one example of the network topologies enabled
by the WINS vehicle internetwork technology. For example,
port nodes can bridge to subnetworks consisting of numerous
devices like wired sensor/actuator systems such as WINS NG
networks or devices, or wireless Bluetooth networks for con-
sumer devices. Further, multiple gateways can be included to
enable additional high speed networks to be overlaid. The
WINS vehicle internetwork technology enables changes to
the topology by means of its protocols for self-organization
and its modular construction. This further extends to external
networks. The APIs and protocols enable convenient cou-
pling to external networks, and use of standard tools so that
the network can be queried and, to some extent, controlled by
authorized remote users.

FIG. 4 is flow diagram of vehicle internetworking of an
embodiment. A number of network elements including at
least one node and at least one vehicle bus are coupled among
at least one peripheral electronic device 402. Node informa-
tion is manipulated, including configuration information and
security information 404. In response to the node informa-
tion, the network elements are automatically assembled and
configured 406. Functions of the network elements are
remotely controlled 408. Further, secure interoperability is
provided among the network elements in response to the node
information 410.

FIG. 5 is a vehicular network architecture 500 of an
embodiment showing both internal and external couplings.
An automotive Internet Protocol (IP) router 502 is resident on
the gateway, which serves to couple, for example, an IDB-C
bus 504, 100 Base TX Ethernet 506, and an IEEE 1394 bus
508. Supported couplings to the Internet 599 include, but are
not limited to, a Bluetooth modem 510, an IEEE 802.11 radio
512, and a mobile telephone 514. The Bluetooth 510 modem
can couple through a public network port (PNP) 520 to the
IEEE 1394 bus 508, and in turn communicate with a personal
digital assistant (PDA) 522 equipped with a Bluetooth radio.
The latter may then couple to the Internet 599 through a
service provider that specializes in low-rate communications,
e.g., at the level of two-way paging.

The IEEE 802.11 radio 512 of an embodiment is coupled to
the Ethernet network 506 to support communication with
home or workplace networks 524 according to open services
gateway initiative (OSGi) standards, which then have wired
or wireless couplings to the Internet. A coupling that uses a
mobile telephone coupled to the IDB-C bus 504 can support
an Internet coupling through a mobile telephone network.

The WINS wvehicle internetwork of an embodiment
includes functionality that enables convenient and secure
coupling of diverse networks and devices. Consequently,
each of the buses within the vehicle internetwork can support
subnetworks. For example, a non-IP router supports an Eth-
ernet or other coupling with on-board diagnostic (OBD),
Audio Control Protocol (ACP), and LISA audio networks.

Software for managing the service discovery, device
authentication, and other security features resides within the
gateway or some other host such as a navigation computer.
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This software, or proxy, is coupled to the 100 Base TX Eth-
ernet bus in an embodiment, but is not so limited. In alternate
embodiments, the IP router, proxy, and non-IP router can be
embedded within the gateway. Thus, through use of proxies
and ports, such gateway functions can either be centralized or
distributed within the network, while enabling secure net-
work operation.

FIG. 6 shows Mobile Internet Protocol (IP) (Mobile IP)
connectivity using the WINS vehicle internetwork of an
embodiment. The roaming vehicular network 602 can com-
municate using an 802.11 radio, a cellular radio, or a Blue-
tooth radio, but is not so limited. Communication using the
802.11 radio is via a port to a home network 604. Communi-
cation using the cellular radio is via a cellular network 606.
Communication using the Bluetooth radio is via a service
station 608. Each of these external entities are coupled to the
Internet through networks including wired networks, wire-
less networks, and hybrid wired and wireless networks.

In operation, the vehicular network 602 tries to select the
most cost-effective communication alternative that provides
the desired level of service, but this can be problematic in that
some alternatives only exist in certain places (e.g., home, or
service station). Further, most alternatives will provide the
automotive network with a different external address. The
WINS vehicle internetwork solves this problem by having an
internet service provider (ISP) assign a static IP address to the
vehicle and a domain name server (DNS) mapping 610. For
example, the ISP may look up the address in the location
database (DB). Packets destined for the vehicle are sent to that
static address. When the ISP receives a packet for the vehicle,
it first checks its database to locate any potential addresses for
the vehicle. The ISP tries to find a working address by ping-
ing; if a working address is found, the ISP tunnels the packet
to that address. Otherwise, the ISP uses the vehicle’s cellular
phone number to attempt to establish a coupling over the
telephone network, and tunnel the packet through. While the
cell phone network has the broadest geographic extent, it also
has a higher associated cost, and thus the reason for attempt-
ing other means of communication. Potentially, any number
of available methods of communication can be attempted.

Using network technologies that provide inexpensive short
message service (e.g., two-way paging), the vehicle can peri-
odically advertise its favored means of contact (i.e., cheapest
and best method). Because of the costs of cellular telephony,
there may need to be constraints on the use of the cellular
phone connection. In some cases, the owner of the vehicle
may want to be offline except when he specifically wants to
dial out. Those skilled in the art will realize that there are
numerous optimizations of mobile IP that are discussed in the
networking research literature, for example, means intended
to short-circuit the tunnel by sending directly to the vehicle’s
current address. The claimed invention is intended to encom-
pass all such embodiments.

Security

Proxy and Port Architecture

The large number of ways information can enter the
vehicle internetwork, and the varied costs associated with the
different external communication modes, result in security
issues including denial of service attacks, snooping and
replay attacks, and unauthorized access. There can be both
deliberate and unintentional denial of service attacks, in
which the network or particular servers are flooded with data.
This consumes scarce network resources and may even
impair essential operations of the vehicle. Unintentional
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attacks are caused for example by malfunctioning devices, or
devices which were not designed to operate within the vehicle
network.

Snooping and replay attacks are also of concern. An eaves-
dropper may see and replay confidential data such as pass-
words and control traffic related to vehicle security (e.g.,
doorlocks) to gain access to the vehicle system. Information
can also be gleaned from apparently public data, in the form
of traffic analysis, so that usage patterns for services can be
discovered or other information the consumer may wish to
protect is compromised. There may also be attacks on per-
sonal privacy, for example, where control of a Bluetooth web
camera or hands-free microphone system is seized.

Unauthorized access is also problematic. Access to appli-
cations can reduce utility for the intended users, and personal
data can be compromised. Additionally, it is desirable to limit
access to networking and routing resources only according to
specified levels, as some of these resources may be in high
demand (e.g., the IDB-C bus) while others may result in large
connection charges (e.g., the cell phone).

While the standard interfaces associated with the AMI-C
bus provide for ease of integration of diverse devices into the
network, they have an associated risk that unauthorized
devices may be added to the network which then issue com-
mands that damage the operation of the network or vehicle.
Thus, security measures are provided in an embodiment that:
enable only authorized devices to be added; and, accept only
certain commands from particular classes of devices. These
security measures are provided in an embodiment without the
need for significant modification of the integrated device in
order to prevent the manufacturers of integrated products
from incurring unnecessary expense. Instead, this burden
largely falls upon the gateway, the port nodes, and an easy to
use interface provided to the vehicle operator. As an example,
while there is now a standard ISO/CD 15764 for authenticat-
ing devices to go into automobiles, the registration process is
both costly and time-consuming, thereby placing great
demand on consumers.

A security architecture of an embodiment implements
security functions both at ports to the network (e.g., different
varieties of port nodes such as PNPs, and serial network
interface connectors) and internally in a proxy that is hosted
in the gateway or in some other host like the navigation
computer or auto personal computer (PC). These can be
regarded as complementary approaches to security, corre-
sponding respectively to security at the access points to the
network and internal security. While in principle for entirely
new networks it may be possible to have all security functions
embedded in the ports (e.g., homogeneous WINS NG net-
works), in practice vehicular networks will include many
legacy applications with insecure protocols, and a second
layer of security may be used to have the necessary degree of
protection. At the same time, relying solely on internal secu-
rity techniques makes it essentially impossible to resist denial
of service of attacks due to malfunctioning devices; it is
necessary in such cases to be able to physically shut off
access.

A denial of service attack is handled in the network of an
embodiment by having the network turn off an untrusted port
at the connector, and block specific applications at the con-
nector that have not been authorized. Consequently, the port
in collaboration with the proxy acts to quickly end such
attacks. By blocking unauthorized applications at the connec-
tor, the gateway does not require the ability to filter com-
mands passing from one internal network to another, while it
may exercise an ability to perform network intrusion detec-
tion.

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

12

Snooping and traffic analysis can be dealt with using tech-
niques such as confounder codes and encryption that can be
employed in applications that, in providing security, assume
the bus is insecure. However, a number of legacy applications
may use insecure protocols, and device resource constraints
may make security too expensive. The network of an embodi-
ment reduces connector promiscuity by permitting only
trusted devices such as the connectors described herein to
directly couple to the bus. These devices in turn act as bridges
or switches, copying traffic only for the client, rather than
exposing the client to all bus traffic. By this means, the
chances of eavesdropping can be greatly diminished. It is thus
not necessary in such instances for all data to and from the
public Internet to be encrypted, since the application will
determine the need. The proxy serves as the single point of
control for access to the external Internet, thus limiting access
to only those users who are authorized. Access to internal
services is similarly defined by a security policy, with the
proxy or other devices authorized by the proxy serving to
control access. For legacy controls that cannot support secure
interfaces, proxy stubs are employed. Additionally, legacy
applications may be filtered at the connectors to internal and
external networks to ensure data privacy and resist traffic
analysis attacks.

FIG. 7 shows the gateway functions of an embodiment
linked or distributed using Internet Protocol (IP) techniques.
The network uses IP to enable continued use of legacy sys-
tems, provide security, and provide flexibility of implemen-
tation, but is not so limited. The IP router 702 routes between
IP networks that run a variety of link and physical layers. Link
interfaces 704 implement the link and physical layers. Inter-
net Protocol packets from the router are encapsulated in link
layer packets with the appropriate destination addresses,
resolved by ARP (Address Resolution Protocol). The link
interfaces 704 have input and output bufters. Routing is per-
formed based on the incoming interface and the destination IP
address of an incoming packet, by selecting an outgoing
interface for each packet.

On bootup, the router 702 detects the networks that attach
to it and assigns addresses to them. Nodes on those networks
get their addresses via the dynamic host configuration proto-
col (DHCP) 706. For this purpose, the router 702 provides a
minimal DHCP service to supply host and gateway addresses,
and the address of the “proxy” 708. The proxy 708 is a device
that centrally manages the network and is responsible for
security. It may be resident on the gateway node itself, in
some other device, or its functions may be distributed over
several devices. The proxy 708 uses a secure tunneling pro-
tocol to authenticate itself to the routers and to control their
behavior, but is not so limited. For example, the proxy 708
might instantiate firewall rules on the IP router 702.

The router 702 may not know the address of the proxy 708
until it establishes a secure coupling to the proxy 708 on
bootup. Devices that need the proxy address, but do not ini-
tially receive it, will need to try again after a timeout. The
major benefit of using a proxy 708 is that it simplifies the
router 702 by handling most configuration. However, for
certain operations that demand low latency, the proxy 708
may upload additional data into a DHCP store on the router.

Some networks may not support IP because of resource
constraints and legacy or proprietary hardware. These net-
works link into a non-IP router 710. The non-IP router 710
extracts the raw data from packets into an intermediate format
and multiplexes them into a single data stream. This data
stream is securely tunneled to the proxy 708 (i.e., encapsu-
lated within a secure IP packet). Return traffic from the proxy
708 is demultiplexed and exported onto the appropriate bus-
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ses using their native link layer protocols. This device has a
known address on one of the networks serviced by the IP
router 702. The stub protocols in the proxy 708 take on the
task of making these non-IP capable devices appear to be IP
devices to the rest of the network, so that this larger network
can employ IP-based protocols and routers. In this way, secu-
rity features and the like are added for the longer-range trans-
port of messages from legacy devices or subnetworks, with-
out imposing impractical burdens on these networks or
devices.

The proxy 708 acts as a central point for managing security
and acts as a proxy for all traffic to and from the Internet. It
supports a preloaded set of protocols, but additional protocols
can be uploaded. It also manages vehicle internetwork con-
nectivity, and controls what devices are allowed to access the
public Internet. The proxy 708 can be implemented on any
sufficiently powertful CPU and can reside anywhere on the
network. It establishes secure control channels via encrypted
tunnels to the IP router 702 and to the non-IP router 710. It
provides stub interfaces 718 (possibly through virtual IP
addresses) for services accessible via the non-IP router 710
and associated busses. The routers 702 and 710 and the proxy
708 of an embodiment share authentication tokens to ensure
that the correct proxy is talking to the vehicle on boot-up,
because many of the security functions of the network are
controlled by the proxy 708, and the embodiment is not so
limited.

The WINS vehicle internetwork provides a system in
which non-secure messages only propagate within the legacy
networks. All messages passed to and from the non-IP router
710 and the proxy 708 use secure IP connections and, thus,
the scope for eavesdropping is sharply limited. Further, all
other communications within the network can be supported
with secure IP, thereby providing the advantages of leverag-
ing broadly available software, and a reduction of protocol
translations when interfacing with the broader Internet.
Finally, it enables distribution of gateway functions, so that
the IP router 702, proxy 708, and non-IP router 710 do not
need to be resident in the same physical device.

The proxy of an embodiment can be distributed. For
example, the provision of IP and application level interfaces
to services on non-IP networks can be located at the non-IP
router. This avoids loading network couplings with proxy-
specific traffic. Other functions such as acting as the border
gateway to a wide area network (WAN) can be centralized at
the gateway or distributed as required.

Centralization has a number of advantages including, but
not limited to: providing one place to perform security; hiding
the decision about which WAN to use behind a single logical
gateway; and routing decisions never change as a result of
changes in WAN connectivity. Further, if the traffic between
the non-IP router and the proxy is tunneled over its own wire,
network burdens can be eliminated for this function. Most
conveniently, if the gateway itself includes the non-IP router
as one of'its ports, centralization of functions is easily accom-
plished. In other embodiments, all proxy functions may be
centralized in one location in the initial installation of a sys-
tem, but as further elements are added to the network, some of
the functions can migrate to other hosts, e.g., additional non-
IP routers, or supplemental processors. This results in a lower
cost when upgrading the vehicle internetwork.

Other security and translation functions are accomplished
through the port nodes, or the network connectors, of an
embodiment. A vehicle internetwork can include a variety of
port nodes, including non-IP routers, SNICs and PNPs. The
port nodes of an embodiment include, but are not limited to,
a Serial Network Interface Connector (SNIC) and a Public

10

20

25

40

45

14

Network Port (PNP). Both the SNIC and the PNP interact
with the proxy to enable IP to be employed over a large variety
of buses.

FIG. 8 is a Serial Network Interface Connector (SNIC) 800
and an associated internal proxy structure 802 of an embodi-
ment. As an example of device interaction, a cell phone or
serial device 804 is coupled via a SNIC 800. The cell phone
implements some serial protocol, which the SNIC 800 does
not interpret. The serial data is sent back to the proxy 802
which implements a protocol stack to operate the serial link to
the phone as well as higher level link protocols such as PPP.
Once an [P-capable coupling is established, a new interface is
created at the proxy 802 that has an external Internet IP
address. Depending on the configuration of the proxy 802,
traffic is sent to this address using application level proxies or
a network address translator (NAT). Several couplings can be
established simultaneously or on-demand, and the optimal
coupling can be selected based on factors that include cost per
bit and data rate.

The tunnel from the SNIC 800 to the proxy 802 is secure in
an embodiment. This security uses reliable transport and
cryptographic checksums to accomplish authentication and a
guarantee of integrity. For example, this protects against
devices that capture and replace packets, for example, to
obtain free phone access. In the case of data that is being
routed to the Internet, no further security is required. How-
ever, certain portions of the serial protocols may need a higher
degree of security; for example, traffic from authentication
protocols, either to the phone or to the ISP, may include
cleartext passwords and other vulnerable data which should
be encrypted. The SNIC stream protocol of an embodiment
therefore includes an escaping mechanism that enables con-
trol messages between the proxy and the SNIC to be inserted
into the data stream. One of these commands turns on encryp-
tion while another command turns off encryption. The
encryption is performed on the data stream and does not affect
the escaping mechanism. Another command can be used to
inform the proxy when the phone is removed or replaced in
the connector cradle. The SNIC devices can establish a cou-
pling to the proxy on bootup, whether or not a phone is in the
cradle.

The proxy 802 of an embodiment can implement arbitrary
security policies governing external connections. For
example, there can be stored authentication data for a driver’s
telephone, but such data might not exist for passenger tele-
phones. Security and resource management policies can gov-
ern the conditions under which an external Internet coupling
is established. This architecture reduces the cost and size of
the SNICs, since they are not required to interpret all com-
mands of the devices to which they couple. The proxy 802
takes on the higher-level functions that are difficult to imple-
ment or of a transient nature compared to the lifetime of the
vehicle. The proxy 802 also can accept software upgrades or
even convenient hardware upgrades, as it can reside anywhere
on the network. Further, reliable streams are established from
the boundaries of the network to the proxy 802, with the SNIC
800 capable of being controlled to shut oft communications
from misbehaving or unauthorized devices.

FIG. 9 is a Public Network Port (PNP) 900 and an associ-
ated internal proxy structure 902 of an embodiment. The
PNPs 900 of an embodiment are distinguished from the
SNICs in that the device or network they couple to is IP-
capable. Consequently, different functions are provided.

The Public Network Port (PNP) 900 is a port node to which
any wireless or wireline device may safely couple. It exports
a DHCP service which either assigns local IP addresses from
a block of local addresses or proxies the DHCP request onto
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its network. New devices couple to the port 900 and use
DHCP to acquire a local address and the address of the
“proxy” 902. Initially, the firewall is configured to block all
traffic from a new address that is not directed to the PNP port
of'the proxy address. Disconnection of a device from the port
900 is monitored, so that the proxy 902 can be informed and
all security permissions for that address may be revoked.

A device may negotiate with the service at the PNP port
900 to extend its privileges. Privileges are associated with
specific local IP addresses. This negotiation can make use of
an arbitrarily complex security policy. Authentication can be
done using any technique available to both the client and the
server (software upgradeable on the server). For example,
non-authenticated users might be permitted a certain amount
of' bandwidth on an external Internet coupling, but might not
be permitted to cause an on-demand link to be established.
Only certain addresses might be permitted to establish such a
coupling.

The PNP 900 of an embodiment accommodates different
combinations of firewall complexity and the associated effi-
ciency. A firewall with a lower level of complexity lets the
proxy 902 make all the decisions and, thus, allows couplings
to safe ports on the proxy 902. More complex firewalls allow
mobile devices to communicate directly with certain services
on the internal network. Design trades are also accommo-
dated with the client-side software. Not all clients will have
the appropriate software to perform authentication. On the
server side this is managed by implementing various popular
authentication protocols. Further, another approach expands
the default privileges to include the most typical and innocu-
ous applications, such as low-bandwidth web traffic to public
internal services and free external Internet services. This is
implemented by changing the default rule set in the firewall,
but is not so limited.

External network connectivity can also be available from a
wireless gateway that connects via a PNP 900. After negotia-
tion at the PNP server, an IP tunnel is established to the proxy
902 that can be used as an external Internet coupling. The
PNP server can also link internal networks that are IP capable.
In this case, the proxy ARP causes the multiple devices to
appear as one link layer address for the rest of the bus coupled
on the other side of the PNP 900. Devices on the internal
network can in turn be addressed using a number of tech-
niques. The security methods used for devices connected to
the bus, however, also extend to the devices that are coupled
to the internal network.

In common with the proxy/SNIC interaction, the PNP/
proxy combination enables device authentication, restric-
tions to bus access, and secure IP communications over the
bus. While the PNP 900 need not host all services required by
the IP device, it may pass on much of the burden to the proxy
s0 as to provide a cost and size reduction.

Supplemental Physical Security Measures

The proxy/port architecture of an embodiment flexibly
supports a variety of supplemental physical means for ensur-
ing network security. For example, the WINS vehicle inter-
network supports the fact that the vehicle already includes a
security system, namely, an ignition key. Sensors within the
network detect if the electrical system of the car is enabled by
determining a position of the ignition key, for example, either
turning the key all the way or to a position that activates the
electrical system. The system accepts the addition of devices
to the vehicle network when this activity is detected.

Furthermore, the network can comprise a device that
accepts the input of a short password (e.g., a PIN having a
prespecified number of digits) for a higher level of security.
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This device can be wired into the network or be a wireless pad
to which security authorization for this operation has previ-
ously been given. At this point, the ports on the network will
now accept devices being attached, with the identification
number of the device being read and added to the library of
authorized devices. Further, this security includes devices
seeking to couple via the wireless ports. With this method, the
devices being connected to the network do not require any
built-in security features as the security burden is assumed by
the proxy and ports.

Higher levels of security are also supported by the wireless
ports of an embodiment. For example, it is possible that
someone standing near the host vehicle when the ignition key
is inserted and the PIN entered may have a device with AMI-C
bus connection capability. This device could be a wireless
device that is not intended to be authorized for attachment to
the network. In this case, a security display alerts the vehicle
operator in a sequential fashion of all the devices that are not
presently registered in the vehicle security database that are
attempting to attach. If the description does not match the
device the operator was attempting to attach, the operator can
decline the connection.

Physical security is also provided in an embodiment using
a designated authorization port. The designated authorization
port is a port to which connectors are first coupled in order to
be authorized for coupling a device to the network. The port
is activated by some combination of ignition key detection or
PIN entry, but is not so limited. Codes are exchanged which
subsequently allow the connector to be used in any matching
socket in the vehicle within some specified time window. The
connector accepts only one device being attached to it, at the
option of the operator, or any device that physically attaches
to it. In the latter case, the operator can retain the option of
explicitly authorizing the device via a security panel. This
method is particularly convenient for enabling installation of
consumer electronics, so that the vehicle owner need not be
with the vehicle at the time of installation.

In providing security, authenticated devices operating in an
embodiment provide an additional level of security to the
network and attached devices by including a policy in their
protocol that prevents them from forwarding messages to
non-authenticated devices. This prevents an authenticated
device from receiving messages from non-authenticated
devices and passing these messages on through the network.
Further, this avoids denial of service attacks, thereby releas-
ing the port or proxy from having to screen the content of all
messages.

The gateway along with the associated proxy functions
provides further security in that it provides a firewall between
the AMI-C bus or other consumer networks and the OEM bus.
With this firewall, even if an unauthorized device is attached
it cannot disrupt the essential functions of the vehicle. The
gateway manages the library of authorized devices and the
distribution of public keys used in secure communications.
Further convenience and security can be obtained if only
manufacturer-approved devices can be added to the OEM
bus. This need not require explicit authorization by the
vehicle operator if the device to be attached includes the
appropriate identification code for the vehicle. The gateway
can maintain a library of approved device identifiers for addi-
tion to the bus, which is periodically updated through a secure
communications session with the manufacturer’s service net-
work.

Security Scenarios
The proxy/port architecture of an embodiment resists com-
mon vehicular security attacks in many ways. For example,
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consider an attempt to spy on the bus traffic to replay the door
lock command, or in general unauthorized issue of a door
lock command. Because secure IP communications take
place everywhere within the network, an eavesdropper would
need to physically attach to the OBD bus, which is connected
to the non-IP router. Thus, the eavesdropper would already
had to have acquired physical access to a bus that is usually
embedded within the body of the vehicle. This is considerably
more difficult than simply breaking into the vehicle. Note that
since the proxy exports the web interface, it can also broker
the door lock button input according to a security policy it
maintains. Thus, external attempts are frustrated by policies
similar to those used to secure web sites. Privacy is thus
enhanced.

In another example of resisting common vehicular security
attacks, a Bluetooth device launches a denial of service attack
to the servers that control vehicle appliances, or attempts to
broadcast video onto the Internet. In the first instance, exces-
sive traffic from the device is detected, and the port is com-
manded to block further traffic. In the second instance,
devices entering the network from an insecure port are explic-
itly given access to the Internet, for example by means of a
pop-up display for the operator or voice authorization.

In yet another example of resisting common vehicular
security attacks, consider a PDA being used for a remote
banking transaction. In this case, reliance is placed upon the
general design that applications assume insecure connec-
tions. Thus, the application-level security of the banking
application is employed, with the vehicle enabling Internet
access by acting as an HTTP proxy.

Secure software upgrades are also enabled in the WINS
vehicle internetwork of an embodiment. For example, if the
vehicle owner wishes to upgrade the software in the proxy, the
proxy presently installed controls the addition of patches to
security-critical services, and refuses patches that are not
digitally signed by the manufacturer. If third party software is
to be added (e.g., to proxy new protocols), then the owner
authenticates the installation either in the same way that new
devices are attached (if within the vehicle) or by means of
passwords and other security procedures (if being effected
remotely).

Gateway

FIG. 10 is a WINS vehicle internetwork gateway 1000 of
anembodiment. The gateway 1000 provides a bridge between
heterogeneous networks. For example, the gateway 1000
mediates between but is not limited to four different net-
works: the OEM bus, the AMI-C bus, an external network
(Global network access via a radio port), and a local devel-
opment network. The local development network includes
simple networks comprising a single personal computer and
more elaborate computer networks. The local development
network can be used to allow developers access to the gate-
way to permit local upgrade, diagnostics and programming.
The bridge function includes both enabling messages to be
passed from one network to another, and blocking messages
where access is unauthorized. Thus, the gateway can provide
a security firewall between two networks.

The local development network, or development port, can
be configured to support the manipulation and transfer of
entertainment software. The entertainment software com-
prises entertainment features including video, audio, movies,
television shows, music, games, and simulations. The local
development network coupling of an embodiment supports
the high-speed wireless transfer of information among the
vehicle internetwork and remote information stations, but is
not so limited. Furthermore, the uploading of entertainment
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software is supported through peripheral devices and their
couplings with the vehicle internetwork.

Further, the gateway 1000 may actually control access to
one or several of the networks that it bridges, playing the role
of the network master in master/slave networks. In this role
the gateway 1000 can instruct misbehaving network elements
to shut down, or allow access to particular functions (includ-
ing being allowed to communicate at all) only according to
particular security protocols. Finally, the gateway 1000 of an
embodiment serves as the host for the proxy. Thus, the gate-
way hosts applications that require coordination of several
devices on one or more of the networks coupled to the gate-
way, for example, interactive multimedia sessions or vehicle
control functions involving several networks. In exercising
this function the gateway 1000 can process the information
packets to eliminate redundancy (similar to a data aggrega-
tion function) or to prevent inappropriate commands from
being passed. As an example, in mediating access between
sensors that produce data at some constant rate and a thin and
expensive external bit pipe such as a cell-phone, the gateway
1000 can process the data so that only summary reports are
passed on.

The gateway 1000 comprises, but is not limited to, the
following components: a Real-Time Interface Processor
(RTIP) 1002, at least one interface port 1006-1010, and an
application processor 1004. The application processor 1004
can host parts or all of the proxy. The RTIP 1002 together with
the interface components 1006-1010 represents a specialized
preprocessor that omits sensing/actuation control functions,
while the application processor 1004 handles higher level
processing functions. The interface ports 1006-1010 include
the physical and MAC layers for the network they interface to,
for example the OEM 1006 and AMI-C 1008 buses, respec-
tively, and a radio 1010 and the corresponding protocol, as
well as a wired connection. The interface ports 1006-1010
also include buffers so that the various networks being
bridged do not have to operate synchronously with respect to
one another.

The interface ports 1006-1010 perform a protocol transla-
tion function, presenting the RTIP 1002 with data in a stan-
dard format for internal processing within the gateway 1000,
for example so that it might function as an IP router. In this
way, only binary protocol translations are used. This vastly
reduces the complexity when N different ports are supported;
only 2N translations are needed (N external to internal, N
internal to external) versus NN possible translations. More-
over, internal operations are cleanly separated from any
changes that may take place in the protocols for the various
networks to be connected to a gateway 1000, enabling greater
software and hardware stability.

The RTIP 1002 performs the processing to route packets to
the appropriate destinations, and issues commands for con-
trol of networks for which the gateway 1000 is in the role of
master. Thus, the RTIP 1002 performs both the functions of a
switch and network master. The RTIP 1002 further routes
communications to non-real time systems, such as the appli-
cation processor 1004. The application processor 1004 can
host applications associated with either the AMI-C or OEM
buses, such as dealing with passenger conveniences or
vehicle operations. These applications are upgradeable via
input from the gateway port 1010, the global networks 1020
(e.g. via a web interface on the Internet), and a local devel-
opment network 1030.

While the gateway of an embodiment includes the proxy,
hosted on the application processor, and a non-IP router (the
interface to the OEM network), many other configurations are
possible. A network can include one or more gateways, and
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gateways can include a variable number of interface ports.
These ports can be designed as modular components so that
they may be re-used within other gateways and also within
port nodes, leading to a lower-cost system. Thus, for example,
a gateway can include some combination of ports for the
IDB-C, MOST, Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engi-
neers (IEEE) 1394, OBD-II, Standard Corporate Protocol
(SCP), Audio Control Protocol (ACP), Bluetooth, Personal
Communications Service (PCS)/Global System for Mobile
Communications (GSM), Ethernet, and many other wired
and wireless communication standards. Further, a gateway
can include an interface port to another gateway, so that a
larger number of couplings can be supported without over-
whelming the RTIP.

Port Nodes

The WINS vehicle internetwork of an embodiment uses an
interface for each device that is to attach to buses or other
networks within a vehicle. For example, an interface is used
between an AMI-C bus, such as the Intelligent Data Bus
(IDB-C) or IEEE 1394, and consumer appliances that are
supported by the bus. The port nodes perform this function.
As part of the interface, the port node performs functions
including, but not limited to, physical connection to the buses,
physical connection to the consumer devices, protocol trans-
lation, and security. Although a port node is used for interface
to AMI-C buses, the concept of an interface device has
broader implications for vehicle internetwork embodiments,
namely, the non-IP router, SNIC and PNP devices.

The WINS vehicle internetwork supports interfaces with
consumer electronics without a requirement for manufactur-
ers of the consumer electronics to embed special connectors
in the consumer electronic devices or to specially configure
the devices for the vehicle network interface. In this way,
legacy devices or devices designed for a broader consumer
market can be added to the network so long as a port node
which includes the necessary physical mating and protocol
translation is available. Examples of devices that might be
added include but are not limited to audio equipment includ-
ing compact disk players and speakers, DVD players, video
cassette recorders (VCRs), computers, and computer periph-
erals. Consumers are now used to buying special connectors
for vehicle electrical outlets; port node adapters are the net-
work connection analog.

As another example, a port node wireless adapter can
include a radio that communicates to another port node
coupled to the wired network. Thus, devices can be added
without requiring physical connection. This both reduces the
number of ports that are provided in any vehicle retrofit, and
enables devices such as PDAs, cellular telephones, and com-
puters to be conveniently added or removed from the network.
Further, wireless port nodes can be designed with particular
protocols (e.g., Bluetooth) that can directly network to con-
sumer products. By this means, no modifications are required
of the consumer products.

Similarly, port node adapters can interface a wired subnet-
work to the AMI-C or OEM bus, for example the audio
system. Also, protocol translation can be provided for any
mixed wired or wireless network. Components and software
for such adapters can be shared with interface ports for the
gateway to reduce development effort.

FIG. 11 is a port node architecture 1100 of an embodiment.
The port node 1100 includes protocols for two different net-
works, with at least one of the appropriate line drivers, or
radio modems, for each side. As an example, in bridging
between an AMI-C bus, specified as IDB-C, and a Bluetooth
radio network, the port node includes a bus interface 1102 that
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includes on the AMI-C bus side both the IDB-C protocol and
associated line driver as well as a proprietary high speed
driver that operates during assigned slots to communicate
with like devices attached to the bus. Coupling the bus 1102
and appliance 1104 interfaces is a micro real-time interface
processor ((JRTTP) 1106. This device performs a subset of the
functions that might be performed by the RTIP in the gateway,
in that it is dealing with only one connection and is not
controlling the networks on either side. Its functions include
instructing the interfaces on the proper rates at which data can
be transported, including the capability to block inappropri-
ate transmissions across the device.

The port node 1100 further includes a memory cache 1108
for storage of policies that it may download from the gateway
or other devices for support of services including security/
authentication and prioritization of resource requests. The
cache 1108 also has storage available for short-term queuing
of information, for example, for the interval between slot
availability on the two sides of the interface to allow the
networks to operate asynchronously with respect to one
another.

FIG. 12 is a safety connector 1200 of an embodiment. The
safety connector 1200 is provided in furtherance of passenger
safety and the avoidance of consequences associated with
malfunctioning devices flooding the bus 1299 with spurious
data. As such, this safety connector 1200 avoids having to
directly attach network devices to the terminals of a bus 1299.
Thus, while port nodes can be used that directly attach to the
bus 1299, for the passenger side of a network these can be
supplemented by a simple connector that shields the bus 1299
and vehicle passengers from danger.

The safety connector 1200 includes circuitry 1202 for
detecting a physical fault such as a short on the exterior side
of the safety connector 1200, but is not so limited. This
circuitry 1202 activates the control circuit 1204 to command
physical isolation 1206 across the connector, e.g., by opening
aswitch. The protocol violation detector 1208 interprets com-
mands from the gateway to isolate the two sides when neces-
sary, as in response to a device that is flooding the network
with access requests, or which is sending unauthorized mes-
sages. Additionally, the protocol violation detector 1208
includes circuitry to recognize that insistent use of the bus is
being demanded by the device that is attached, so that it can
command physical isolation.

Modular Vehicle Internetwork

The vehicle internetwork of an embodiment includes
highly modularized components, wherein a distributed archi-
tecture is provided that allows for customization of compo-
nents in support of diverse applications. The modularized
components provide for reduced cost of individual system
components, independent component engineering, and an
API set that is independent of the hardware on which it
resides.

Functions of the WINS NG system in an embodiment can
be partitioned so that components are reusable among differ-
ent product families. When partitioning components, the
RTIP functions as a high-speed bus passing IP packets, with
control residing at the devices with which it interfaces or
couples. The gateway takes on the functions of an IP router,
with additional functions related to security. Depending on
the processors and ports to which the gateway is coupled, it
serves as the core across a number of applications including,
but not limited to, the sensor, diagnostic/prognostic,
telematic, and AMI-C applications. Ports, depending on the
interfaces used, can become tags, bridges, or network inter-
faces.
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Regarding node architecture, FIG. 13 shows a number of
ways a WINS NG system of an embodiment can be reconfig-
ured to accommodate different applications. For telematic
applications, the processor 1302 may be identified with a
telematics processor. For diagnostic/prognostic applications,
the processor 1302 can be configured as it would in sensor
node applications. The legacy OEM port set 1304 aggregates
information for more efficient use of the RTIP 1306, and
avoids using a large number of its interfaces. For AMI-C
applications, there can be additional processors 1310 and
1312 coupled directly to the RTIP 1306 or coupled through
the high speed network, or a combination of both as a result of
upgrades over the life of the vehicle. For sensor applications,
the automotive ports are replaced by sensor ports.

The WINS NG ports of an embodiment contain an inter-
face that results in IP packets being passed through the RTIP,
but are not so limited. As a result of scaling, shared resources
such as memory and processing are not embedded within the
RTIP itself; it is much more difficult to construct software that
can deal with additional ports when there is frequent conten-
tion for a scarce common resource. However, to accommo-
date occasional demands for more memory, an embodiment
includes extra memory and processing available through a
particular port or ports, thus reducing the overall memory
requirements compared to placing all such resources in the
individual ports.

Likewise, security firewall operations are not directly per-
formed by the RTIP of this embodiment. Instead, packets
addressed to the OEM side are examined by a processor, and
then forwarded, wherein the processor resides within the
OEM port, or elsewhere. For example, a security processor
can issue tokens which then allow such devices to directly
communicate to some other location. While not precluding
the first RTIP from being a processor that integrates switch
and port functions, however, the use of standard interfaces
provides modularity.

The modular switch architecture of an embodiment
includes a hybrid architecture that enables the switching fab-
ric to be built up from a set of stand-alone modules, thereby
enabling varying tradeoffs between total memory require-
ments and the speeds of the components. While some
embodiments include relatively low-speed ports, some
embodiments are capable of supporting high speed ports such
as the IEEE 1394.

FIG. 14 depicts a hybrid switch architecture 1400 of an
embodiment. The architecture 1400 includes at least one
interface port 1402 coupled among at least one high speed
switch 1410 and at least one low speed switch 1420 or lower
speed switch. The high speed switch 1410 and the lower
speed switch 1420 are each coupled to at least one port 1404.

As an example, the lower speed switch 1420 can be used in
diagnostic/prognostic and telematic embodiments, while the
medium/higher speed switches 1410 or modules are used
with AMI-C products. This approach has the advantage of
matching switch specifications to the demands of highly var-
iedinput ports. Thus, not every component must operate at the
highest speed, and the appropriate switch architecture can be
separately considered as higher performance ports are added
to the system.

The modularity of the units also enables, for example, the
coupling of multiple low speed switches to a medium speed
switch. If internal packet formats and addressing conventions
are the same, the interface port among the switches becomes
very simple. Thus, in common with other WINS NG technol-
ogy applications, processing and communications are
matched to the resources demanded by an application.
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The distributed switch architecture 1400 further supports
distribution of the switching functions throughout the
vehicle. Consequently, all of the buses and ports of the WINS
vehicle system are part of the switching fabric. Therefore, an
output buffer switch in effect distributes switching along the
length of the corresponding bus. As a result, independent
development and improvement of WINS vehicle switch com-
ponents is supported throughout the life of the system.

A number of basic packet switch architectures can be used
within the modular architecture of an embodiment. These
typical switch architectures include, but are not limited to,
distributed buffer architectures, shared buffer architectures,
output buffer switch architectures, and input buffer switch
architectures.

Limitations of particular architectures lead to the use of
either the shared buffer architecture or the output buffer
switch architecture, wherein advantage is taken of either a
low part count (the shared buffer architecture) or use of stan-
dard high-speed buses such as an Ethernet or IEEE 1394 (the
output buffer architecture).

Using a shared buffer architecture, a common pool of buff-
ers is divided into linked lists indexed by the output port
name. There are no crosspoints as such, with all routing based
on these indices.

The output buffer switch architecture includes a multiplex
buffer for each input (to match rates), a time-division bus
which acts as the switch, and address filters and output buffers
for each output. An advantage is found in the ease of pro-
gramming in multicast.

In the diagnostic/prognostic and telematic applications, an
interface is used between legacy OEM networks or ports and
the processor. The shared buffer architecture is used in the
interface, as transfers are relatively low speed. For each port,
some number of inputs are buffered and then assembled into
apacket; for convenience, all packets are of the same size and
have the same addressing convention. They also get transmit-
ted at the same speed. These then get passed through the
shared buffer, which handles the queuing.

In an alternate embodiment, buffering is performed at the
processor port (input buffering for downstream, output buff-
ering for upstream), with the protocol conversion and rate
matching taking place at each OEM port. The buffering
includes input buffering for downstream transfers and output
buffering for upstream transfers. Data is transferred to and
from the processor port using either a bus (e.g., one for which
there is already an interface written for the processor), or a
tree structure.

In extending the architecture towards AMI-C, an additional
output port can be included that enables the addition of a
second switching stage. A buffer between the two stages
performs rate conversion between the OEM switch and the
higher speed switch. This buffer can be of the output buffer
type, for example, eliminating one interface by having the
switching bus as the highest rate component. Because there
are few high-speed buses in the vehicle, the additional parts
count compared to a shared buffer architecture would be
slight, given the more substantial multiplexing/rate conver-
sion effort required for high-speed buses.

In an alternate embodiment, a medium speed switch and
associated buffers are coupled among the high speed switch
and other switches or ports. The medium speed switch canuse
either the shared buffer or output buffer architecture. This
provides great flexibility and supports independent compo-
nent design as the interface between the stages converts the
internal packet format/address convention of the succeeding
stage.
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FIG. 15 is a port architecture 1500 of an embodiment. The
communications interface 1502 includes at least one line
driver, protocol translation, and packet encapsulation, but is
not so limited. When coupled to the RTIP, the communica-
tions interface 1502 serves as the interface to the RTIP.

The micro RTIP 1504, or uRTIP, may simply be a bus,
possibly of the same type as in the RTIP but with fewer
couplings. If it is the same as an RTIP, the communications
interface to the RTIP becomes trivial. Alternatively, the
URTIP 1504 functions along with many functions of the two
interfaces can be performed by the port’s real-time processor,
for example, within a tag.

When IP networks are coupled to both sides of the port
1500, a small router directs packets from the appliance inter-
face 1506 (for example, from a sensor, actuator, or commu-
nications device) to be queued in memory 1508, and possibly
be examined by the processor (for example, for security pur-
poses). Alternatively, if used as a tag, the appliance interface
1506 is to a sensor and the communications interface is to a
radio. The processor then directs the activities of the tag.

Service Discovery and Application Program Interface

Internet service discovery protocols such as Jini technol-
ogy demand large memory and computational resources, and
provide limited network self-assembly functions. By con-
trast, the WINS vehicle internetwork enables complete self-
assembly of a network and its applications, including cou-
pling to services in outside networks. These methods are used
for vehicular applications so that minimal expertise is
required of the vehicle operator or installers of new devices,
and so that the network components can be low-cost. After
self-assembly has occurred using these protocols, Jini or a
similar protocol sitting above the IP layer can be invoked in
the higher-end devices so that standard software applications
can be used. For clarity of discussion of self-assembly and
service discovery, the descriptions herein assume that the
proxy is hosted on the application processor of the gateway.
However, alternative arrangements accommodate hosting of
proxy components.

Self-assembly and service discovery occur in two distinct
fashions. For devices with direct port node couplings to buses
leading to the gateway, the gateway directly mediates the
assembly functions, analogous to a network gateway in star
topologies. For devices that belong to a subnetwork, a sepa-
rate protocol is used for subnetwork assembly. The port node
that interfaces the subnetwork to the bus then passes service
requests to the gateway. In this instance, the port node may for
example be either a PNP device or a non-IP router.

When attaching to a network a node acquires synchronism,
announces its presence, is authenticated, and publishes the
modes by which it can communicate. Service discovery
makes the node aware of the resources available in the net-
work. A node joining the network first listens to traffic to
synchronize to the control channel of the gateway. It then
responds in one of the slots provided for nodes to request
service, indicating its identity and capabilities with a unique
code. The gateway can then consult its security database to
determine whether the device or network of devices attached
to the port node is authorized to communicate. If any devices
are not authorized, a sequence of operations as described
herein is pursued to establish authorization or instruct the port
node to prevent any traffic from the unauthorized devices
from being passed on to the network.

The gateway maintains a database for both policies (e.g.,
security, service configurations) and data, with permanent
and transient entries. The policy database enables port nodes
to download instructions in support of particular services.
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Consequently, not all services need to permanently reside on
the port nodes. Port nodes can request participation, or
respond to invitations, for particular services by exchanging
codes that index the services of interest. One code, for
example, could be reserved for establishing a Jini session,
setting in motion the process of invoking higher levels of
service discovery. Another code might be a query for
resources of some particular type, to which the gateway
responds with a listing of addresses of nodes. New policies
can be added to the database either through the system’s
external connections (mediated by the gateway) or through
the bus.

Transactions among nodes on the bus use the gateway in
mediating access to the bus, when the gateway assumes the
role of a master. However, unless a message is to be passed
through the gateway to another network, it will not usually
need to decode transmissions from one port node on the bus to
another port node. The gateway may or may not mediate
access to a multi-cast group performing some particular func-
tion, beyond reservation of slots. Involvement by the gateway
in such operations is determined by whether the nodes are
capable of managing the session themselves. Consequently,
the gateway is an active participant in mediation when the
nodes are not capable of managing the session.

The gateway of an embodiment mediates services that go
beyond any single network to which it is coupled, including
multiple networks within the vehicle and external networks.
The gateway policy database therefore contains protocols for
service discovery in diverse networks. External network con-
nections further account for the variable communication rates
that are typical of links to vehicles. For example, service
islands of high-speed connectivity (e.g., within a garage or at
a service station) may exist, providing low-cost and high-
speed download capability (e.g., for audio or video entertain-
ment). The gateway may thus command download when
communication conditions are favorable in anticipation of
later demand. To this end, the gateway accesses mass storage
so that such transient material can be stored until it is used.
Note, however, that while the gateway may be executing this
service policy, some other device connected to the network
can be in charge of the requests, and be the origin of the
policy. The gateway in this circumstance is in the role of
mediating the competing demands for resources according to
the priorities expressed in their service requests.

The service architecture includes a number of levels, any
subset of which can interact. Services may be confined to
subnetworks attached via a port node, in which no demands
are made of the general vehicular network. Services may be
confined to one bus attached to the gateway, or may involve
both a bus and subnetworks connected to that bus. Alterna-
tively, services may also include connections outside the
vehicle. Such a network resembles the Internet in many
respects in that heterogeneous networks are tied together with
gateways that perform routing and queuing functions. In the
WINS vehicle internetwork, however, the port nodes and the
gateway take further responsibility for self-configuration and
security authentication, with minimal human operator
involvement. Moreover, the components are themselves low
cost, in contrast to Internet routers and gateways.

FIG. 16 is a vehicle internetwork application programming
interface (API) structure 1600 of an embodiment. The vehicle
API 1600 lists services 1602, host 1604, and API examples
1606. Services 1602 include application support, database
services, routing, security, network management, and deploy-
ment. The application support, database services, and routing
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are hosted on the gateway. The security, network manage-
ment, and deployment functions are shared among the gate-
way and nodes.

FIG. 17 shows a gateway hardware and software interac-
tion 1700 of an embodiment. The gateway RTIP 1702 is
performance and cost-optimized for supporting the lower
level functions 1704 such as routing, security filtering, and
application support for higher level applications. The API
1710 includes an open messaging set 1712 that enables a
variety of platforms to sit on top of the RTIP 1702. Such
application processors 1710 can then use any of a number of
different operating systems and programming languages
being at once shielded from the real-time operations of the
RTIP 1702, yet able to control the functions being executed
and access raw data as required.

FIG. 18 shows application programming interface (API)
layering 1800 of an embodiment. The lower level 1802
includes functions particular to the vehicle internetwork,
including gateway and port node operation, implementation
of AMI-C and IDB-C bus protocols, security, routing, net-
work interface support, and low-level services. The software
for these functions has a relatively small footprint that enables
the devices to be low-cost. At the same time, the APIs permit
higher levels 1804 and 1806 to access parameters or data
managed at the lower level 1802 so that information on the
state of the network can be retrieved, and parameters re-set to
control its behavior. The application processor in the gateway
or in consumer devices attached to the gateway includes an
operating system (OS) 1804 that interfaces with the lower
level 1802, and enables higher level applications 1806 devel-
oped for more powerful platforms to be used. For example,
Java or Jini 1806 may run on top of this OS 1804, so that
standard applications developed for broad consumer markets
can be executed.

FIGS. 19 and 20 show an example of how a layered set of
APIs work in an embodiment. FIG. 19 shows default device
discovery of an embodiment. A low cost consumer device
1902 coupled to a port node becomes integrated into the
network with the default discovery service 1904, i.e., the
lower layer APIs related to service discovery. The device goes
from a state of having no knowledge of the network, to
becoming an integral part of it. All the levels up to the link
layer are dealt with, as is a set of applications.

FIG. 20 shows Java/Jini application enablement in an
embodiment. The default discovery process takes place, but
in this example it is determined that the device 1902 can
support Java and Jini 2002. Thus, using the same lower level
protocols, a higher level application discovery can now take
place using Jini, leading to support for more sophisticated
application sessions involving, for example, several con-
sumer devices, the gateway, and remotely located devices on
an external network such as the Internet.

Vehicle internetwork service discovery of an embodiment
among non-Java capable devices uses a scalable protocol,
wherein the protocol can be used across a broad range of
devices using the WINS technology. The service discovery
protocol may be configured to support a single node as a focal
point or proxy. However, the protocol also supports the notion
of a service region, wherein nodes are unwilling to offer or
request services from distant nodes or nodes which lack secu-
rity authorization. The service region can depend on the pri-
ority expressed in a service request. Thus, all messages
include fields expressing priority and reach of the message, as
well as identifiers for the services being registered or
requested.

The service discovery protocol includes a set of messages
and transactions that enable the support of a broad set of
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distributed services, as well as services that are coordinated
by one central node. The messages and transactions include,
but are not limited to, find service locator messages, service
advertisement messages, service queries, service query
responses, service code translations, and service requests.

The find service locator message is a multicast that
includes a range indication. For the vehicle internetwork, this
message can do double duty that includes identifying a new
node to the network, since all find service locator messages
are routed to the proxy. For a WINS NG network, potentially
every node has a service registry, and so this message indi-
cates the region over which nodes are to be identified.

The service advertisement message is provided to service
locators and includes codes for available services. Message
components can also include a status for serving requests
including withdrawal of service availability, and classes of
nodes that may request service. In the vehicle internetwork,
the proxy will determine classes of nodes that are eligible for
such services under the security protocol. The codes include,
but are not limited to, Bluetooth Service Discovery Protocol
(SDP) codes, and other application-specific codes that indi-
cate Java-capable nodes, or codes related to authentication
that implicitly identify services. A code can be reserved for
service locators.

The service query is a request to service locators indicating
codes for services requested, propagation range of the query,
and priority of use. The service query can also request lists of
services.

The service query response is a response to a service query
from a service locator that includes addresses of nodes that
can provide services. The addresses can be formatted as pri-
oritized lists. The address may actually be the proxy address
in some cases when the proxy performs code translation. The
proxy will deny requests that violate the security protocol.

Service code translation is performed so that applications
running on the nodes that are involved in services are able to
provide or request a service identified by the code. In some
cases, this translation can be performed by the proxy.

Service requests are requests for service from nodes to
devices whose address has been provided by the service loca-
tor. Service requests indicate service codes and priority lev-
els.

Mobility is an important factor in service discovery and
data integrity. Atomic transaction methods are used to deal
with intermittent connectivity. While atomic methods are
standard, for example, in distributed database problems (e.g.,
the Commitment, Concurrency and Recovery (CCR) appli-
cation service element for maintaining integrity in shared
access applications), the problem in mobile systems is not
always a matter of preventing multiple users from making
inconsistent changes to a database. Rather, the issue associ-
ated with the WINS vehicle internetwork is to efficiently
download and upload data between a mobile and any number
of fixed terminals.

For example a vehicle may upload operating system soft-
ware or entertainment products through short range, low-cost
links. However, it may move beyond the range of one such
short range transmitter before a transaction is complete.
When this happens, such information is logged in the data-
base so that when connectivity is established with another
transmitter the record download begins again where it left off.
Alternatively, the mobile unit can record how many packets of
a message have been received or transmitted, and instruct the
fixed infrastructure at which location in the record to begin
retransmission. The database system for mobility manage-
ment could in this case predistribute code and data to pro-
jected Internet gateways along the likely paths in anticipation
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of'the arrival of a specific vehicle, or a vehicle that belongs to
a class, all of whose members use the same data. This mini-
mizes down-time of the wireless links while waiting for infor-
mation over backbone satellite or wired networks.

Conventional atomic transaction methods are appropriate
to managing the distributed copies of messages to mobiles, in
that they should delete data that has already been successfully
transmitted to all members of a class, and forward only data
within a session that has not already been transmitted. In this
way, the backbone network transmits less data over long
hauls, and has lower average storage requirements. With such
atomic transaction methods, the requirement for continuous
high-speed coverage is eliminated, and flexibility for trans-
mission of records over multiple communication means is
provided. Service discovery transactions can proceed in a
similar fashion. In effect, the proxy and remote database
interact through a variety of means, possibly accessing sys-
tems such as the vehicle navigation system to predict the best
links to use.

Bus Protocol

Embodiments of the WINS vehicle internetwork enable
more efficient usage of the associated buses. In one embodi-
ment, more signal processing takes place at the source (e.g.,
sensors) so that processed rather than raw data is sent to other
components of the network. Also, multiple low speed devices
may be coupled on a separate physical wire, with aggregation
of their data at an interface device to the IDB-C bus (e.g., a
port node), thereby lowering the cost of their communications
connectors.

In an alternate embodiment, higher speed communications
are enabled in time slots reserved using the IDB-C protocol.
Access requests are broadcast and slots assigned. A propri-
etary protocol can then be used during that slot to achieve a
high speed burst of data. This approach has the communica-
tion devices for the parties to the conversation understand
both the high speed and the IDB-C protocol, but does not
require other devices to have anything more than IDB-C.
Thus, support for heterogeneous protocols is automatic, and
gradual upgrading can take place.

Through the use of subnetworks, devices with very low
speed requirements can avoid having to implement the IDB-C
protocol. Further, by using the IDB-C protocol simply to
schedule transmissions, higher speed devices can be added to
the network. It is also possible to use line drivers for other
applications (e.g., 10 MB ethernet), with minimal modifica-
tions, thus leading to low costs. The result is that devices with
a huge range of communications requirements co-exist on the
same network.

Wins Vehicle Internetwork Embodiments and Applications

WINS Vehicle Internetwork Embodiments

FIG. 21 is a WINS vehicle internetwork 2100 of an
embodiment. The vehicle internetwork 2100 includes at least
one gateway 2102 coupled among an OEM network 2110
(depicted as a single bus, but not so limited) and an IDB-C bus
2120. Vehicle functions supported on the OEM network 2110
include climate control systems, positioning systems like
Global Positioning System (GPS), video/audio systems, cel-
Iular systems, embedded PC multimedia systems, vehicle
sensor systems accessed via the OEM OBD-II port, and con-
trol of lighting, door locks, and other functions via the SCP
bus, but are not so limited. Devices supported on the IDB-C
bus 2120 include, for example, GPS units, PC-based multi-
media devices, and PDAs.

The gateway of an embodiment includes an application
processor which hosts the proxy, and consequently supports
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the network management, service discovery, security, and
wireless access. The gateway bridges among the IDB-C, SCP,
OBD, local area wireless, and cellular wireless Internet pro-
tocols. The port nodes interface the consumer electronic
devices to the IDB-C bus, and thence to the gateway with its
many couplings.

The gateway also includes a wireless access port for local
area networking. The wireless access port includes a 2.4 GHz
frequency-hopped spread spectrum modem channel, func-
tionally equivalent to the Bluetooth wireless standard. This
port provides connectivity to a local area wireless Internet
access point. This link provides secure, local area Internet and
web access to the vehicle system.

FIG. 22 is a WINS vehicle internetwork system 2200 of an
embodiment. The system 2200 provides self-assembling
components that form a wireless network among vehicles
2202 and local sites 2204, which can, for example, be located
in a residence, service station, maintenance shop, or parking
lot. Connectivity is available for vehicle service, and data
transfer to and from the vehicle 2202 (e.g., for maintenance
history, email, linkage to the Internet or to provide entertain-
ment services). The internetwork further includes bridging
among the vehicular networks 2202 and cellular modems or
services 2206, which may for example provide PCS and GSM
wide-area access to the Internet 2299. Among the functions
enabled are remote access to controls, diagnostic data and
security functions via standard Web interfaces, and exchange
of email. Other electronic services supported include access
to a server 2210 enabling global Internet access. With this
access, a SQL server can be used to provide database services
for management of vehicle data systems. A web server 2212
can provide secure access for data upload and download
between authorized users and vehicles.

FIG. 23 is a WINS vehicle internetworking system 2300 of
an alternate embodiment. Vehicles 2314, 2316, and 2318 can
each be manufactured by a single manufacturer or different
manufacturers. The vehicle manufacturer installs the WINS
internetwork system components in the vehicles to allow
internetworking throughout the life of each vehicle. The
manufacturer’s existing information technology systems
2306, including WINS vehicle information servers 2320, are
used to participate in the WINS internetworking system.
Through gateways 2308 and 2310 and the Internet 2312,
world wide web access to WINS vehicle information servers
is provided to vehicles 2314, 2316, and 2318. Because com-
munication in the internetworking system is two-way, WINS
vehicle information servers may also access individual nodes,
such as gateways 2308 and 2310, and individual vehicles. The
WINS vehicle information servers can also be placed in any
location apart from the manufacturer’s existing information
technology systems 2306. The WINS vehicle information
server 2304 is an example of a vehicle information server that
can exist anywhere.

Computers having access to the web, such as computer
2302, have access to nodes, vehicles, and WINS vehicle infor-
mation servers. Computer 2302 can, for example, be a home,
office, vehicle dealer, or service station computer. Commu-
nication among vehicles 2314, 2316, 2318 and any of the
gateway nodes, such as gateways 2308 and 2310, is accom-
plished through wireless links that do not require universal
high-speed services, but may include a mix of low-speed wide
area couplings and high-speed short range couplings. Com-
munication among gateways 2308 and 2310 and the Internet
2312 can, in various embodiments, be accomplished using
wireless or wireline methods.

In vehicle maintenance applications, the WINS vehicle
internetwork can include WINS NG nodes. These nodes pro-

FORD EX. 1027, p. 39



US 7,484,008 B1

29

vide low cost, low power, compact intelligent nodes that can
be coupled to vehicle diagnostic ports. Such nodes can com-
municate using a number of communication modes, includ-
ing the FCC industrial, scientific, and medical (ISM) band
spread spectrum channels. These channels, in addition to
providing robust communication, are unlicensed, thus elimi-
nating wireless access subscription fees for short range cov-
erage. Power limitations, however, may atfect wide area cov-
erage, so communication over such channels may be
supplemented by lower speed access over licensed channels
(e.g., via cellular modems), with access mediated by the
proxy. The WINS NG nodes link to local area WINS NG
bi-directional gateways that access Internet services via mul-
tiple channels. The WINS NG node manages the vehicle
access port, logs vehicle information, finds WINS NG net-
work Internet access, and immediately enables a wide range
of valuable services at small incremental cost.

WINS Vehicle Internetwork Applications

The WINS vehicle internetwork can be used in a wide
variety of applications, including vehicle assembly, vehicle
maintenance, fleet management, fleet reliability analysis,
anti-theft systems, support for entertainment systems, coor-
dination of vehicle systems with consumer electronics, and
targeted advertising. The WINS vehicle internetwork
includes functionality that provides numerous advantages
while enabling this broad range of vehicle reliability and
consumer services. The functionality includes, but is not lim-
ited to: self-assembly and authentication from physical layer
through to applications; providing the ability to control physi-
cal parameters using APIs while using high-level and stan-
dard software tools; separating real time and non-real time
processing; tlexible proxy/port architecture; integrated data-
base management; flexible processor architecture; Internet
access and control of network resources; and use of web tools
and remote databases. Thus, individual vehicle systems can
be monitored, queried, and upgraded on a global scale. Inter-
net services provide remote access that can be integrated into
the operations of a vehicle manufacturer. Vehicle internet-
working provides benefits through the entire vehicle life cycle
from manufacturing, distribution, sale, fleet or individual
owner information, maintenance, regulatory compliance, and
used vehicle sales information.

In the area of vehicle reliability services, the same basic
infrastructure can be used throughout the life cycle of a
vehicle, from factory assembly through operation of the
vehicle to ensure its reliable operation. During vehicle assem-
bly, for example, WINS NG networks can provide low-cost
monitoring of the reliability of an assembly process. The
WINS NG network self-assembly features enable convenient
retrofit of factories, condition-based maintenance for assem-
bly machinery, and attachment of nodes to parts for tracking
and inventory purposes. Further, WINS NG networks include
interaction with standard databases, and thus the assembly
history of the vehicle can be stored using convenient soft-
ware. When the WINS vehicle internetworking system is
installed in the vehicle, the OBD port can be remotely queried
and the test operation of the vehicle added to this database,
providing the capability of relating any flaws to assembly
conditions. In conjunction with data collected over the life-
time of the vehicle, such a database of conditions of the
vehicle from assembly through break-down can be used to
improve assembly methods.

Further in the area of vehicle reliability services, data
access to vehicles can encompass many measurement capa-
bilities that are of use to both the vehicle owner and the
manufacturer in maintenance support over its lifetime. The
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On-Board Diagnostics standards, OBD-I and OBD-II, pro-
vide access to a wide range of parameters useful in assessing
the status of vehicle systems. In one embodiment, an appli-
cation hosted on the gateway application processor collects
histograms of'the different parameters, and stores records that
deviate from standards predicted by the manufacturer. These
records and the performance histories are downloaded to a
database maintained by the manufacturer, or some third party,
via low-cost Internet couplings. These Internet couplings
may be, for example, over a short range radio link when the
vehicleis parked at the residence of the owner. Diagnostic and
prognostics software can then be run, and if a problem is
suspected, the vehicle owner is alerted to the need for main-
tenance. Further, this software can command changes in what
data is collected, as more information is required in tracking
down particular problems.

In a complimentary application, if on-board vehicle diag-
nostics indicate an emergency situation, the vehicle operator
is immediately alerted and provided with information on the
nearest repair locations. The alerting, as a result of its higher
priority, may use higher-cost wider coverage communica-
tions such as two-way paging or cellular telephones.

In yet another application, driving habits of the owner can
be analyzed over time and correlated to the apparent wear of
vehicle systems. This information can be used by the manu-
facturer in designing new models to conform to the manner
that the vehicles are actually used, or to alert drivers to habits
that may result in costly repairs if continued. Moreover, the
ability of vehicle internetwork servers to issue queries that
also affect how data is collected can lead to deeper investiga-
tions of priority events, without requiring this level of detail
over all time or across whole fleets.

The WINS vehicle internetwork also enables convenient
software upgrading, through the many communications
means available, and the management for low-cost access
performed by the proxy. Further, the self-authentication and
self-assembly features enable incorporation of new devices
into the network that upgrade the hardware capabilities, and
thus support for more sophisticated applications (e.g.,
enhanced vehicle prognostics and diagnostics). For example,
additional diagnostic devices such as WINS NG nodes can be
conveniently added. These additional diagnostic devices
supplement the information provided through the OBD port
at the time of manufacture.

The WINS vehicle internetwork further enables auditing of
repairs performed on the vehicle. Since a database of vehicle
performance is assembled prior to the repair, an expanded
diagnostics capability is enabled, potentially available to each
of the owner, repair shop, and manufacturer via the Internet
and using standard web browsing tools. This reduces the
errors made in diagnosing the problem, since the repair shop
will now have access to how the vehicle is performing in a
variety of conditions, rather than only its static performance
in the repair shop premises.

The performance of the vehicle after the repair can be
compared to its history prior to the repair to determine
whether it was eftective. Thus, repair shops and the manufac-
turer can both audit their procedures, potentially over entire
vehicle fleets, to determine which procedures are the most
effective for particular problems. This will ultimately lower
the cost of repairs, reduce fraudulent repair practices, and
enable comparisons to be made among different repair shops.
Further, such maintenance records can be made available at
time of sale or re-sale of a used vehicle. Thus, more complete
information can be obtained, enabling more realistic pricing
and more equitable resolution of disputes regarding pre-ex-
isting conditions.
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The collection of actual vehicle performance data is
extremely valuable for the manufacturer as the above
examples illustrate; for the first time assembly conditions,
driving habits, and maintenance operations can be correlated
to vehicle performance. The WINS vehicle internetworking
system enables economical operation of these functions
through the data and communications management per-
formed by the proxy, and the use of WINS web servers with
their couplings to standard databases. Information about par-
ticular vehicles is also valuable to the owner, but aggregated
information over fleets can greatly assist a manufacturer in
providing upgrades, deciding upon recalls, or designing
future generations of vehicles. Additionally, it can assist in
regulatory compliance.

Such information about actual use can also be very valu-
able to owners of fleets, such as rental car or trucking com-
panies. This can assist in pricing of services, scheduling of
maintenance, and determining which makes of vehicle pro-
vide the most robust performance. Such agencies can main-
tain high-speed Internet couplings at rental locations or
depots, so that even without wide-area deployment of high-
speed services they can obtain frequent updates on vehicle
status. Inventory management is also assisted since vehicle
locations can be implicitly determined by tracing the routes of
communications sessions, or explicitly determined if the
vehicle includes a navigation system. Further, customer sat-
isfaction can be enhanced through automated help desks that
are reachable by the wide area communications means of an
embodiment. In this manner, personalized services can fol-
low individuals as they move among different vehicles.

In the area of consumer services, the WINS vehicle inter-
network of an embodiment provides a number of applications
including, but not limited to, coordination of vehicle systems,
vehicle entertainment uploads, targeted advertising, privacy
profiles, and owner/operator profiles. The gateway of an
embodiment can coordinate a wide range of vehicle systems
from actuators to communications ports. Since the APIs pro-
vide high-level software access down to the physical layer,
standard methods can be used to provide unprecedented inter-
action among vehicle and consumer systems, thereby
enabling a wide variety of applications.

In the event of the theft of the vehicle or other unauthorized
vehicle operation, the owner can report its loss and initiate
any of a sequence of procedures to enable its recovery via the
WINS vehicle internetwork. For example, the proxy can be
paged to interface with the vehicle navigation system to con-
tinuously report location to law enforcement agencies. In a
complementary measure, when the vehicle comes to a halt,
the computer controlling the engine can be commanded to
shut down so that the vehicle cannot be operated. In a refine-
ment, the vehicle slowly comes to a halt when law enforce-
ment enters its vicinity. In yet another measure, alarms, loud
speakers, and other devices can be commanded to operate to
render unobtrusive vehicle operation impractical. Such sce-
narios further underscore the need for the security protections
provided by the WINS vehicle internetwork, since unautho-
rized command of these activities can be extremely damag-
ing.

In another example of coordination of diverse systems of
an embodiment, when an incoming voice-call is detected, the
volume controls on the stereo system can be automatically
damped, and windows closed to reduce the background noise.
Inthis example, systems on the consumer side of the gateway
would operate in tandem with controls on the OEM bus. The
diverse communications supported also enable other coordi-
nated actions, for example remote vehicle activation to load
narrated web news, and to start the air-conditioning (or
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defrosting) prior to it being entered by the owner. Such
actions could for example be coordinated according to a
profile of operator preferences, which can be explicitly com-
manded, or adaptively created through observation of actual
operations.

The mobile IP management functions of the WINS vehicle
internetworking system enable economical uploading of
video or audio entertainment. The volume of data required for
such applications is large, and consequently providing con-
tinuous wireless access over large areas can be very costly.
However, upload costs can be essentially free at short range,
for example, if the residence is equipped with a short-range
high-speed wireless link. In another embodiment, audio
entertainment can be uploaded at filling stations or other
locations in which the vehicle is likely to be within a short
distance of a high-speed transmitter.

Once in a vehicle, consumers are more likely to consider
making purchases. Of particular interest are retail outlets
within a short driving range. A variety of means exist to
multicast this information to vehicles, including short range
radio broadcast and interactive web sessions based on user
preferences. Communication devices and applications for
interaction with the WINS vehicle internetwork may be paid
for by the advertising service, or Internet access provided for
free on condition of subscription to such services.

The WINS vehicle internetwork security functions also
enable privacy operations. Particularly sensitive matters
include vehicle location and speed, and conversations within
the vehicle that may be accessed by the hands-free micro-
phones of a cellular system. The owner must have control
over which parameters are uploaded, and in what level of
detail (aggregation). At different times and places and for
different purposes (e.g., law enforcement, manufacturer,
vehicle service) the preferences may change. The WINS
vehicle internetwork of an embodiment manages this by sup-
porting privacy profiles, resident both on the vehicle and
some remote site, which the owner accesses via passwords.
Operators can similarly possess profiles that pass, for
example, to rental vehicles, but which do not supersede the
owner’s profile (of course, the owner’s profile may permit
temporary replacement by an authorized operator).

The vehicle internetwork of an embodiment can incorpo-
rate many vehicle operator/owner preferences beyond pri-
vacy concerns into owner profiles. The owner profile can have
priority over other profiles, with the ability to allow autho-
rized operators (e.g., someone who has rented the vehicle) to
upload their preferences. In this way, preferences for privacy,
seat and control position, appropriate actions during cell
phone calls, and quality of service for external network cou-
plings can follow operators between different vehicles. Such
information can be embedded in smart cards, but is not so
limited.

The description herein of various embodiments of the
invention has been presented for purpose of illustration and
description. It is not intended to limit the invention to the
precise forms disclosed. Many modifications and equivalent
arrangements will be apparent.

What is claimed is:

1. A mobile internetwork comprising a plurality of network
elements including at least one gateway node and at least one
local area network coupled among at least one peripheral
electronic device, wherein functions of the plurality of net-
work elements are remotely controllable, wherein the at least
one gateway node manipulates node information including
configuration and security information to provide secure
interoperability among the plurality of network elements and
the at least one peripheral electronic device, wherein the
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gateway node comprises at least one interface port, at least
one real-time interface processor (RTIP), and at least one
application processor, wherein the at least one RTIP performs
real-time operations and the at least one application processor
performs high level processing functions, wherein the gate-
way node provides at least one of data processing, data stor-
age, access control, protocol translation, security including
service discovery and device authentication, and network
control, wherein the gateway node controls remote access to
the mobile internetwork in response to intermittent external
communications.

2. The mobile internetwork of claim 1, wherein the at least
one local area network comprises at least one of an Original
Equipment Manufacturer (OEM) bus, an Automotive Multi-
media Interface Consortium (AMI-C) bus, at least one exter-
nal network, and at least one local development network.

3. The mobile internetwork of claim 2, wherein the at least
one local development network accesses the at least one gate-
way node for the performance of application upgrades, diag-
nostics, and programming.

4. The mobile internetwork of claim 2, wherein the at least
one local development network supports manipulation and
transfer of entertainment software, wherein the entertainment
software comprises at least one entertainment feature includ-
ing video, audio, movies, television shows, music, games,
and simulations.

5. The mobile internetwork of claim 1, wherein the at least
one vehicle bus comprises at least one legacy automotive bus
including at least one of Audio Control Protocol (ACP) buses
and Standard Corporate Protocol (SCP) buses.

6. The mobile internetwork of claim 1, wherein the at least
one peripheral electronic device comprises at least one device
coupled to at least one OEM bus, wherein the device includes
at least one of climate control devices, actuator devices, posi-
tion location devices, Global Positioning System (GPS)
devices, communication devices, cellular telephony devices,
processing devices, diagnostic devices, modems, video
devices, audio devices, multimedia devices, electronic game
devices, sensor devices, switch devices, and device subnet-
works.

7. The mobile internetwork of claim 1, wherein the at least
one peripheral electronic device comprises at least one device
coupled to at least one AMI-C bus including communication
devices, position location devices, GPS devices, communi-
cation devices, position location devices, processing devices,
modems, video devices, audio devices, multimedia devices,
electronic game devices, personal digital assistants (PDAs),
and wireless local area network (LAN) devices.

8. The mobile internetwork of claim 1, wherein the at least
one gateway node comprises at least one interface port that is
at least one of Intelligent Data Bus (IDB-C) ports, MOST
ports, Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers
(IEEE) 1394 ports, On-Board Diagnostic-11 (OBD-II) ports,
Bluetooth ports, Personal Communications Service (PCS)
ports, Global System for Mobile Communications (GSM)
ports, and Ethernet ports.

9. The mobile internetwork of claim 1, wherein the func-
tions are hosted on a central network element, wherein the
functions are distributed among the plurality of network ele-
ments in response to a coupling of additional peripheral elec-
tronic devices to the at least one vehicle bus.

10. The mobile internetwork of claim 1, wherein the at least
one gateway node functions as an Internet Protocol (IP)
router, wherein the at least one RTIP comprises a high-speed
bus controlled by at least one coupled device.
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11. The mobile internetwork of claim 1, wherein the at least
one interface port has at least one function that includes at
least one of a tag, a bridge, and an interface.

12. The mobile internetwork of claim 1, wherein the at least
one interface port includes at least one of wired communica-
tion ports and wireless communication ports.

13. The mobile internetwork of claim 1, wherein the at least
one gateway node includes a first gateway coupled to a second
gateway.

14. The mobile internetwork of claim 1, wherein the at least
one gateway node couples a first vehicle bus and a second
vehicle bus, wherein the at least one interface port couples the
atleast one vehicle bus to the at least one peripheral electronic
device.

15. The mobile internetwork of claim 1, wherein the at least
one gateway node comprises at least one hybrid switch,
wherein the at least one hybrid switch includes at least one
interface port coupled among at least one switch of a first
speed and at least one switch of a second speed, wherein each
of the at least one switch of a first speed and the at least one
switch of a second speed are coupled to at least one port.

16. The mobile internetwork of claim 15, wherein the at
least one hybrid switch distributes at least one switching
function among the plurality of network elements of a host
vehicle.

17. The mobile internetwork of claim 15, wherein at least
one application of a first type is coupled through the interface
port to the at least one switch of a first speed, wherein at least
one application of a second type is coupled through the inter-
face port to the at least one switch of a second speed.

18. The mobile internetwork of claim 1, wherein the at least
one gateway node couples to at least one subnetwork, wherein
the at least one subnetwork comprises at least one of sensor
devices, actuator devices, wired network devices, and wire-
less network devices.

19. The mobile internetwork of claim 1, further comprising
at least one router that couples to the Internet using at least
one bus and at least one communication device, wherein the
at least one bus includes at least one of an IEEE 1394 bus, a
MOST bus, an IDB-C bus, and an Ethernet bus, wherein the
at least one communication device includes at least one of a
Bluetooth modem, an IEEE 802.11 radio, and a mobile tele-
phone.

20. The mobile internetwork of claim 1, wherein the at least
one gateway node generates at least one hierarchy of com-
munication alternatives in response to a determined position
of a host vehicle, wherein a selected communication alterna-
tive is used to communicate with at least one local site.

21. The mobile internetwork of claim 1, wherein data pro-
cessing is controlled using at least one processing hierarchy
that controls at least one event including at least one of data
classifications, data transfers, data queuing, data combining,
processing locations, and communications among the plural-
ity of network elements.

22. The mobile internetwork of claim 1, wherein the func-
tions are distributed among the plurality of network elements.

23. The mobile internetwork of claim 1, wherein the func-
tions of the at least one gateway node include at least one of
data acquisition, data processing, communication manage-
ment, data routing, data security, programming, node opera-
tion, protocol translation, network management, and interfac-
ing with at least one communication physical layer including
cellular telephony, wireline telephone, satellite telephony,
packet radio, microwave, optical.

24. The mobile internetwork of claim 23, wherein data
processing functions of the peripheral electronic device are
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distributed among at least one other processor that includes a
processor of the gateway node.

25. The mobile internetwork of claim 1, wherein the at least
one gateway node implements at least one security method
that includes at least one of confounder codes, encrypted
transmissions, security policy-based communication proto-
cols, blocking coupling with unauthorized devices, and
blocking commands from at least one class of device.

26. The mobile internetwork of claim 25, wherein the at
least one security method is implemented in the at least one
gateway node and at least one port node.

27. The mobile internetwork of claim 25, wherein the at
least one security method includes blocking denial of service
attacks by decoupling at least one interface port through
which unauthorized access is attempted and blocking at least
one application at the interface port.

28. The mobile internetwork of claim 25, wherein the at
least one security method further includes at least one of a
key, a password device, and a security display.

29. The mobile internetwork of claim 25, wherein the at
least one security method further includes a designated autho-
rization port, wherein at least one connector is coupled to the
designated authorization port to receive authorization for
coupling a device to the plurality of network elements.

30. The mobile internetwork of claim 1, wherein the plu-
rality of network elements automatically organize in response
to the node information, wherein the automatic organizing
comprises automatically controlling data transfer, process-
ing, and storage among the plurality of network elements.

31. The mobile internetwork of claim 1, wherein at least
one level of synchronization is supported among different
subsets of the plurality of network elements, wherein a first
level of synchronization is supported among a first subset of
the plurality of network elements, wherein a second level of
synchronization is supported among a second subset of the
plurality of network elements.

32. The mobile internetwork of claim 1, wherein the plu-
rality of network elements are self-assembling, wherein
search and acquisition modes of the at least one gateway node
search for participating ones of the plurality of network ele-
ments, wherein a determination is made whether each of the
participating ones of the plurality of network elements are
permitted to join the internetwork using a message hierarchy,
wherein the plurality of network elements are surveyed at
random intervals for new nodes and missing nodes.

33. The mobile internetwork of claim 1, wherein the plu-
rality of network elements are self-assembled into a multi-
cluster network, wherein a start node is selected as a base
node, wherein the base node communicates an assembly
packet throughout the mobile internetwork, wherein informa-
tion of the assembly packet alternates with each successive
communication between directing a node to become a base
node of a particular cluster number and directing a node to
become aremote node of a particular cluster number, wherein
the particular cluster number is incrementally changed with
each successive communication of the assembly packet.

34. The mobile internetwork of claim 1, wherein the gate-
way node performs service discovery that comprises synchro-
nizing the gateway node, authenticating the gateway node,
determining at least one communication mode for the gate-
way node, and informing the gateway node of resources avail-
able among the plurality of network elements.

35. The mobile internetwork of claim 1, wherein data is
collected by the gateway node, wherein at least one operation
is performed on the data in response to parameters established
by a user, the at least one operation including at least one of
classification, routing, processing, storing, and fusing.
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36. The mobile internetwork of claim 35, wherein the data
is vehicle diagnostic data, wherein diagnostic operations are
performed in response to the data.

37. The mobile internetwork of claim 35, wherein routing
comprises selecting at least one communication type and at
least one communication coupling for use in routing the col-
lected data.

38. The mobile internetwork of claim 35, wherein routing
comprises selecting at least one data type for routing, select-
ing at least one of the plurality of network elements to which
to route the selected data, selecting at least one route to the
selected network element, and routing the selected at least
one data type to the selected at least one of the plurality of
network elements.

39. The mobile internetwork of claim 35, wherein process-
ing comprises selecting at least one data type for processing,
selecting at least one processing type, selecting at least one of
the network elements to perform the selected processing type,
and transferring data of the selected data type to the selected
network elements using at least one route through the net-
work.

40. The mobile internetwork of claim 39, wherein data
processed in a plurality of nodes is aggregated for further
processing by other nodes.

41. The mobile internetwork of claim 39, wherein data
processed by the gateway node is aggregated for reporting to
at least one user.

42. The mobile internetwork of claim 35, wherein storing
comprises selecting at least one data type for storage, select-
ing at least one storage type, selecting at least one of the
network elements to perform the selected storage type, and
transferring data of the selected data type to the selected
network elements using at least one route through the plural-
ity of network elements.

43. The mobile internetwork of claim 35, wherein using
comprises a first node transmitting at least one query request
to at least one other node, wherein the first node collects data
from the at least one other node in response to the at least one
query request, and processes the collected data.

44. The mobile internetwork of claim 1, wherein the plu-
rality of network elements comprise a plurality of application
programming interfaces (APIs), wherein the APIs include
APIs for at least one of application support, database services,
routing, security, network management, and deployment.

45. The mobile internetwork of claim 44, wherein the APIs
for application support, database services, and routing are
hosted on at least one gateway node, wherein the APIs for
security, network management, and deployment are shared
among at least one other gateway node and at least one port
node.

46. The mobile internetwork of claim 44, wherein the
plurality of APIs are layered, wherein the plurality of APIs
enable distributed resource management by providing net-
work resource information among the plurality of network
elements, wherein information transfer among the plurality
of network elements is controlled using a synchronism hier-
archy established in response to the network resource infor-
mation.

47. The mobile internetwork of claim 1, wherein the plu-
rality of network elements support atomic transaction meth-
ods.

48. The mobile internetwork of claim 1, wherein the gate-
way node includes sensing, processing, communications, and
storage devices supporting a plurality of processing and pro-
tocol layers.

49. The mobile internetwork of claim 1, wherein the gate-
way node supports at least one of wireless communication
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modes, wired communication modes, and hybrid wired and
wireless communication modes.

50. The mobile internetwork of claim 1, wherein the gate-
way node is coupled to the at least one remote computer using
the plurality of network elements, wherein the plurality of
network elements includes at least one of at least one station
gateway, at least one server, at least one repeater, at least one
interrogator, and at least one network, wherein the at least one
network includes wired networks, wireless networks, and
hybrid wired and wireless networks.

51. The mobile internetwork of claim 50, wherein the at
least one network comprises at least one of the Internet, local
area networks, wide area networks, metropolitan area net-
works, and information service stations.

52. The mobile internetwork of claim 50, wherein the
plurality of network elements provides remote accessibility
using World Wide Web-based tools to data, code, control, and
security functions, wherein data includes signals, wherein
code includes signal processing, decision support, and data-
base elements, and wherein control includes operation of the
plurality of network elements.

53. The mobile internetwork of claim 1, wherein the plu-
rality of network elements comprise a plurality of network
element sets, wherein the plurality of network element sets
are layered.

54. The mobile internetwork of claim 1, wherein the gate-
way node comprises a plurality of node types that includes at
least one node of a first type and at least one node of a second
type, wherein a first network having a first node density is
assembled using the at least one node of a first type, wherein
a second network having a second node density is assembled
using the at least one node of a second type, wherein the
second network is overlaid onto the first network.

55. The mobile internetwork of claim 1, wherein software
and data are transferable among the plurality of network
elements, wherein the transfer is remotely controllable,
wherein the software and the data are downloadable from at
least one location selected from a group consisting of storage
devices ofthe plurality of network elements, external storage
devices, and remote storage devices.

56. The mobile internetwork of claim 1, wherein the plu-
rality of network elements are managed as a distributed and
active database using a distributed resource management pro-
tocol, wherein the plurality of network elements are reused
among different applications, wherein the network elements
are used in multiple classes of applications.

57. The mobile internetwork of claim 1, further comprising
at least one database, wherein the at least one database
includes at least one of storage devices coupled to at least one
of'the plurality of network elements and storage devices of the
gateway node.

58. The mobile internetwork of claim 1, wherein at least
one coupling among the gateway node and at least one exter-
nal network supports data transfer among the gateway node of
a host vehicle, wherein the data includes vehicle service data,
diagnostic data, maintenance history data, security data, elec-
tronic mail, and entertainment software.

59. The mobile internetwork of claim 1, wherein at least
one coupling among the at least one peripheral electronic
device and at least one external network supports data transfer
among the gateway node of a host vehicle, wherein the data
includes vehicle service data, diagnostic data, maintenance
history data, security data, electronic mail, and entertainment
software.

60. The mobile internetwork of claim 1, wherein the gate-
way node is coupled to at least one diagnostic device of a host
vehicle.
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61. The mobile internetwork of claim 1, wherein the gate-
way node manipulates at least one of vehicle assembly data,
vehicle maintenance data, vehicle diagnostics data, vehicle
position data, vehicle operations profile data, fleet manage-
ment data, fleet reliability analysis data, security system data,
entertainment system data, and targeted advertising data.

62. The mobile internetwork of claim 1, wherein at least
one subset of the plurality of network elements comprise at
least one sensor network, wherein the at least one subset
further includes at least one sensor node, at least one gateway
station, at least one server, at least one gateway network, and
at least one client computer hosting a World Wide Web
browser, wherein the at least one node is configured as the at
least one gateway station and the at least one sensor node.

63. The mobile internetwork of claim 62, wherein the at
least one sensor node is coupled among a monitored environ-
ment and the at least one client computer, wherein functions
of'the at least one sensor node are remotely controllable using
the at least one client computer, wherein the at least one
sensor node provides the node information including node
resource cost and message priority to the plurality of network
elements, wherein data processing is distributed among the
plurality of network elements in response to the node infor-
mation.

64. The mobile internetwork of claim 62, wherein at least
one redundant communication pathway is established among
the plurality of network elements.

65. The mobile internetwork of claim 62, wherein the at
least one gateway station performs at least one of protocol
translation, sensor network management, management of
transmissions from a remote user, and interfacing with at least
one communication physical layer including wired local area
networks, packet radio, microwave, optical, wireline tele-
phony, cellular telephony, and satellite telephony.

66. The mobile internetwork of claim 62, wherein the at
least one gateway network includes wired networks, wireless
networks, and hybrid wired and wireless networks, wherein
the at least one gateway network comprises at least one of the
Internet, local area networks, wide area networks, metropoli-
tan area networks, and information service stations.

67. A network comprising a plurality of network elements
including:

a gateway node;

a local area network coupled to the gateway node;

at least one peripheral electronic device coupled for com-

munication with the gateway node using the local area
network; and

wherein:

the gateway node comprises at least one interface port, at
least one real-time interface processor (RTIP), and at
least one application processor;

the at least one RTIP performs real-time operations;

the atleast one application processor performs high level
processing functions; and

the at least one RTIP is coupled between the at least one
interface port and the at least one application proces-
sor.

68. The network of claim 67, wherein:

data is collected by the gateway node using the at least one

interface port; and

the at least one RTIP performs processing to route the data

to one of the plurality of network elements.

69. The network of claim 67, wherein the at least one
interface port is configured to interface with at least one
communication physical layer.
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70. The network of claim 67, wherein the at least one RTIP
further routes communications received at the at least one
interface port to the at least one application processor.

71. The network of claim 67, further comprising a bus
coupled to the gateway node through the at least one interface
port, wherein the at least one application processor hosts an
application associated with the bus.

72. The network of claim 71, wherein:

the at least one peripheral electronic device is coupled to
the bus; and

the atleast one RTIP passes IP packets through the gateway
node under control of the at least one peripheral elec-
tronic device.
73. The network of claim 67, wherein the at least one
application processor is operable to access raw data from the
at least one RTIP.
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74. The network of claim 67, wherein the real-time opera-
tions of the at least one RTIP run below an operating system
executed on the at least one application processor.
75. A method node configured to couple to a plurality of
network elements, wherein the plurality of network elements
includes a local area network and at least one peripheral
electronic device coupled to the local area network, the gate-
way node comprising:
at least one interface port to receive data packets;
at least one real-time processor operable to configured to
perform real-time operations on the data packets; and

at least one application processor configured to perform
high level processing functions, wherein the at least one
real-time interface processor is coupled between the at
least one interface port and the at least one application
processor.
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