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(57) ABSTRACT

A communications cable payout bag includes: a main com-
partment configured to hold a communications cable pack-
age; a shoulder strap attached to the exterior of the bag; a pair
of handle straps attached to the exterior of the bag, wherein
each handle strap is shorter than the shoulder strap; a cable
payout passageway between the main compartment and the
exterior of the bag; and a closure mechanism configured to
close the main compartment.

Page 1 of 13

PPC Exhibit 1015



Patent Application Publication = Dec. 16, 2010 Sheet 1 of 7 US 2010/0314484 A1

Page 2 of 13



Patent Application Publication  Dec. 16, 2010 Sheet 2 of 7 US 2010/0314484 A1

Page 3 of 13



US 2010/0314484 A1

Dec. 16,2010 Sheet 3 of 7

Patent Application Publication

T

Page 4 of 13



US 2010/0314484 A1

Dec. 16,2010 Sheet 4 of 7

Patent Application Publication

N

.\\

R

[—

%

l\l\ul\i\\\\\”\\.\\\\\v\\\ 2
2 \\\ 7 “ \\ \N\\ %
\\\\M\\\W §

7

Page 5 of 13



Patent Application Publication  Dec. 16, 2010 Sheet S of 7

|
|
i
|
;

|

Page 6 of 13

I

|

US 2010/0314484 A1

222



Patent Application Publication

Page 7 of 13

2281l

Dec. 16,2010 Sheet 6 of 7

,,,,,,,,,,

4280

US 2010/0314484 A1

210




US 2010/0314484 A1

Dec. 16,2010 Sheet 7 of 7

Patent Application Publication

Page 8 of 13



US 2010/0314484 Al

COMMUNICATIONS CABLE PAYOUT BAGS

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

[0001] The present invention relates generally to bags and,
more particularly, to bags for holding cable.

BACKGROUND

[0002] It is often necessary for technicians to carry a bulk
amount of cable, such as coaxial cable, when performing
installations, changes and repairs. Bulk amounts of cable are
typically wound in coils (e.g., on reels or spools). Cable
payout may be controlled by unwinding a desired amount of
cable from the coil.

[0003] Cable coils are preferably portable to allow the tech-
nician to pay out cable at various locations. However, carry-
ing a coil by hand may be undesirable due to the coil’s size,
weight and unwieldy nature. Furthermore, cable may become
unorganized and/or tangled when paid out from an unre-
strained coil.

SUMMARY

[0004] Communications cable payout bags as well as meth-
ods of paying out cable from a bag are provided. According to
some embodiments, a communications cable payout bag
includes: a main compartment configured to hold a commu-
nications cable package; a shoulder strap attached to the
exterior of the bag; a pair of handle straps attached to the
exterior of the bag, wherein each handle strap is shorter than
the shoulder strap; a cable payout passageway between the
main compartment and the exterior of the bag; and a closure
mechanism configured to close the main compartment. In
some embodiments, the bag also includes a cable package
within the main compartment.

[0005] In other embodiments, a communications cable
payout bag includes: a main compartment; a removable insert
having an open top and an opening within the main compart-
ment, the removable insert configured to hold a reel of com-
munications cable; a shoulder strap attached to the exterior of
the bag; a pair of handle straps attached to the exterior of the
bag, wherein each handle strap is shorter than the shoulder
strap; a cable payout passageway between the main compart-
ment and the exterior of the bag that is aligned with the
opening of the removable insert; and a closure mechanism
that is configured to close the removable insert in the main
compartment. In some particular embodiments, the bag also
includes a reel of cable within the removable insert.

[0006] A method of paying out communications cable from
a bag that includes a main compartment and a cable payout
passageway includes: inserting a removable insert having an
open top and an opening that is aligned with the cable payout
passageway in the main compartment, inserting a reel of
communications cable having a loose end of cable in the
removable insert through the open top; aligning the loose end
of cable with the opening of the removable insert and the
cable payout passageway; and pulling the loose end of cable
through the opening of the removable insert and the cable
payout passageway.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE FIGURES

[0007] FIG. 1 is a front perspective view of a communica-
tions cable payout bag in an open configuration and a cable
package according to some embodiments of the present
invention.
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[0008] FIG. 2 is a side view of the communications cable
payout bag of FIG. 1 in a closed configuration.

[0009] FIG. 3 is a front perspective view of the communi-
cations cable payout bag of FIG. 1 in a closed configuration.
[0010] FIG. 4 is a front perspective view of a communica-
tions cable payout bag in an open configuration, a removable
insert and a reel of cable according to some other embodi-
ments of the present invention.

[0011] FIG. 5 is a front perspective view of a communica-
tions cable payout bag in an open configuration and a cable
package according to further embodiments of the present
invention.

[0012] FIG. 6 is a side view of the communications cable
payout bag of FIG. 5 in a closed configuration.

[0013] FIG. 7 is a front perspective view of the communi-
cations cable payout bag of FIG. 5 in a closed configuration.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0014] The present invention will be described more par-
ticularly hereinafter with reference to the accompanying
drawings. The invention is not intended to be limited to the
illustrated embodiments; rather, these embodiments are
intended to fully and completely disclose the invention to
those skilled in this art. In the drawings, like numbers refer to
like elements throughout. Thicknesses and dimensions of
some components may be exaggerated for clarity.

[0015] Well-known functions or constructions may not be
described in detail for brevity and/or clarity.

[0016] Unless otherwise defined, all technical and scien-
tific terms used herein have the same meaning as commonly
understood by one of ordinary skill in the art to which this
invention belongs. The terminology used in the description of
the invention herein is for the purpose of describing particular
embodiments only and is not intended to be limiting of the
invention. As used in the description of the invention and the
appended claims, the singular forms “a,” “an” and “the” are
intended to include the plural forms as well, unless the con-
text clearly indicates otherwise. As used herein, the term
“and/or” includes any and all combinations of one or more of
the associated listed items. Where used, the terms “attached,”
“connected,” “interconnected,” “contacting,” “‘coupled,”
“mounted,” “overlying” and the like can mean either direct or
indirect attachment or contact between elements, unless
stated otherwise.

[0017] Referring now to the figures, a communications
cable payout bag, designated broadly at 10, is illustrated in
FIG. 1. The bag 10 is generally constructed of a flexible
material such as canvas, a synthetic polymer (e.g., nylon) or
any other flexible material. The flexible material may be
selected to prevent damage to the bag 10 and/or its contents
due to moisture and/or general handling.

[0018] The bag 10 includes a main compartment 20. The
main compartment 20 is configured to hold cable that is to be
paid out from the main compartment 20 to the exterior of the
bag 10. More specifically, the main compartment 20 is con-
figured to hold a cable package 22, such as a communications
cable package. In some embodiments, the bag 10 includes the
cable package 22 within the main compartment 20.

[0019] Asillustrated in FIG. 1, the cable package 22 may be
in the form of a coil, reel or spool of cable. The main com-
partment 20 of the bag 10 is configured to hold the coil, reel
or spool of cable. Alternatively, the cable package 22 may
comprise a box, such as a cardboard box, with cable contained
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therein. In this regard, the cable package 22 takes the shape of
the box and the main compartment 20 of the bag 10 is con-
figured to hold the box.

[0020] The bag 10 may take any shape. As illustrated in
FIG. 1, the bag 10 may have a rectangular profile. This may
allow a cable package 22 comprising a box having rectangu-
lar sides to be snugly held within the main compartment 20.
The bag 10 having a rectangular profile may also hold a cable
package 22 comprising a coil, reel or spool of cable, as exem-
plified in FIG. 1. Alternatively, the bag may have a circular
profile, as described in more detail below. The size of the bag
10 may vary depending on the size of the cable package 22 to
be held in the main compartment 20.

[0021] Turning now to FIG. 2, the bag 10 includes a cable
payout passageway 30 between the main compartment 20 and
the exterior of the bag 10. The cable payout passageway 30
serves to allow cable to be paid out from the main compart-
ment 20 to the exterior of the bag 10. A loose end of cable 28
from the cable package 22 is aligned with the cable payout
passageway 30 from inside the main compartment 20 and
then routed through the cable payout passageway 30.

[0022] The cable payout passageway 30 may be any size,
although it should be large enough to easily align the loose
end of cable 28 with the cable payout passageway 30 and to
prevent undue friction while cable is paid out. The cable
payout passageway 30 may take any shape. In some embodi-
ments, and as illustrated in FIG. 2, the cable payout passage-
way 30 is in the form of a horizontal slot located on a side
surface of the bag 10. In other embodiments, the cable payout
passageway 30 is generally circular in shape and surrounded
by a grommet. The grommet may be metal to further reduce
friction as cable is paid out.

[0023] Turning now to FIG. 3, the bag 10 includes a shoul-
der strap 40. As exemplified in FIG. 3, the shoulder strap 40
may include a padded portion 42 which may increase user
comfort. The shoulder strap 40 may be adjustable in length
such that the shoulder strap 40 may be adjusted to a length of
at least 37 inches. The shoulder strap 40 may be adjustable in
length such that the shoulder strap 40 may be adjusted to a
length between about 37 and about 75 inches. In this regard,
the shoulder strap 40 may be adjusted based on the user’s size
to allow the user to carry the bag 10 comfortably over his/her
shoulder and neck or over his/her shoulder only. The shoulder
strap 40 may be adjusted such that the cable package 22 is
positioned near the user’s hip. The shoulder strap 40 may
serve to direct at least some of the weight of the cable package
22 to the user’s hip region rather than sensitive back regions.
[0024] The shoulder strap 40 is attached to the exterior of
the bag 10 in two locations. In some embodiments, the shoul-
der strap 40 is attached to first and second opposing surfaces
of the exterior of the bag 10. In other embodiments, the
shoulder strap 40 is attached to the top of the bag 10 in two
locations. As exemplified in FIG. 3, the shoulder strap 40 may
be attached to the center of the bag 10 such that the shoulder
strap is centered over the cable package 22. Carrying the bag
10 by the shoulder strap 40 that is centered over the cable
package 22 may result in substantially even weight distribu-
tion and increased stability.

[0025] Thebag10 also includes a pair ofhandle straps 50 to
facilitate carrying the bag 10 by hand. The handle straps 50
are shorter in length than the shoulder strap 40. The handle
straps may be unadjustable. The handle straps 50 are attached
to the exterior of the bag 10. In some embodiments, the handle
straps 50 are attached to first and second opposing surfaces of
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the exterior of the bag 10. In other embodiments, the handle
straps 50 are attached to the top of the bag 10. The handle
straps 50 are generally configured such that they can be cen-
tered over the cable package 22. Carrying the bag 10 by
handle straps 50 that are centered over the cable package 22
may result in substantially even weight distribution and
increased stability. As exemplified in FIG. 3, at least one of
the pair ofhandle straps 50 may include a flap 52 to couple the
pair ofhandle straps 50 and to help center the handle straps 50
over the cable package 22. The flap 52 may comprise a clo-
sure device, such as snaps, hook and loop fasteners (e.g.,
VELCRO®) or any closure device known to those of ordinary
skill in the art, such that the handle straps 50 remain coupled.
The flap 52 may be at least partially padded to increase user
comfort.

[0026] Insomeembodiments, at least one storage pouch 60
may be attached to the exterior of the bag 10. The pouch(es)
60 may be configured to hold and provide easy access to items
such as connector tools and prep tools, etc.

[0027] Thebag10 further includes a closure mechanism 70
configured to close the main compartment 20. In some
embodiments, the closure mechanism 70 comprises flaps
with fasteners, such as hook and loop fasteners. In other
embodiments, the closure mechanism 70 comprises one or
more zippers. Other exemplary closure mechanisms 70
include belts, buckles, buttons, clips, drawstrings, snaps or
other closure mechanisms as understood by those of ordinary
skill in the art. In some embodiments, the closure mechanism
70 is located at the top of the bag 10. In this regard, the cable
package 22 may be inserted in the main compartment 20, and
the top of the bag 10 may be closed via the closure mechanism
70 to enclose the main compartment 20 and the cable package
22 held therein. Locating the closure mechanism 70 at the top
of'the bag 10 may reduce the possibility of the cable package
22 falling out of the bag 10 while being carried by the shoul-
der strap 40 or handle straps 50.

[0028] In some embodiments, and as illustrated in FIGS. 1
and 3, the closure mechanism 70 comprises a first and second
pair of opposing flaps 72, 74. The first pair of flaps 72 may be
brought together as indicated by arrows Al, A2 and may be
secured by hook and loop fasteners, for example. The second
pair of flaps 74 may then be brought together as indicated by
arrows A3, A4 and may also be secured by hook and loop
fasteners, for example. One of the second pair of flaps 74 may
include a tongue 76. The tongue 76 may serve to tension the
bag to conform to the size of the cable package 22. The tongue
76 may further serve to easily open and/or close the bag 10.

[0029] Referring again to FIG. 2, the bag 10 may further
include a cable lock 80 configured to secure the loose end of
cable 28 on the exterior of the bag 10. In this regard, the loose
end of cable 28 that has already passed through the cable
payout passageway 30 may be staged or stored until more
cable is to be paid out from the main compartment 20 of the
bag 10. In some embodiments, and as illustrated in FIG. 2, the
cable lock 80 comprises a loop that is sewn or otherwise
attached to the exterior of the bag 10. In other embodiments,
the cable lock 80 may be a clip or any other cable lock known
to those of ordinary skill in the art. In still other embodiments,
the cable lock 80 may be integrated with the shoulder strap 40
or the handle straps 50 where they are attached to the bag 10.
The cable lock 80 will typically be located on the same side of
the bag 10 as the cable payout passageway 30.

[0030] A communications cable payout bag, designated
broadly at 110, is illustrated in FIG. 4. Unless otherwise
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specified, the bag 110 may have the same characteristics (e.g.,
shape, size, material) as the bag 10 described above.

[0031] The bag 110 has a main compartment 120. The bag
110 includes a removable insert 124 that fits within the main
compartment 120, wherein the removable insert 124 is con-
figured to hold a reel of cable 122, such as a reel of commu-
nications cable. The removable insert 124 has an open top
which allows the reel of cable 122 to be inserted therein. In
some embodiments, the bag 110 includes the reel of cable 122
within the removable insert 124.

[0032] The reel portion of the reel of cable 122 may be
plastic, cardboard, metal or some other material. The remov-
able insert 124 may be constructed of solid formed plastic,
corrugated plastic or corrugated cardboard.

[0033] Use ofthe removable insert 124 and the reel of cable
122 may provide a more environmentally-friendly solution.
Theremovable insert 124 generally has a lifetime greater than
the reel of cable 122. Therefore, when the reel of cable 122 is
empty (i.e., all the cable contained thereon has been paid out),
the empty reel may be removed from the removable insert 124
and replaced with a new reel of cable. Less material may be
consumed in that replacement reels of cable 122 may require
less packaging (e.g., replacement reels of cable need not be
contained in boxes). The empty reels may be recycled. The
removable insert 124 may simply be removed and replaced
when it becomes damaged or worn, at which time it may be
recycled as well.

[0034] Thebag110 includes a cable payout passageway 30.
The cable payout passageway 30 serves to allow cable to be
paid out from the main compartment 120 to the exterior of the
bag 110. In some embodiments, the cable payout passageway
30 is in the form of a horizontal slot located on a side of the
bag 110.

[0035] The removable insert 124 also includes an opening
126 which is generally aligned with the cable payout passage-
way 30. The opening 126 may be located on a side surface of
the removable insert 124. The opening 126 may be in the form
of a horizontal slot where the cable payout passageway 30 is
in the form of a horizontal slot. However, the cable payout
passageway 30 may take any shape, as described in more
detail above in connection with the bag 10. Accordingly, the
opening 126 may take any shape, as well.

[0036] A loose end of cable 128 from the reel of cable 122
is aligned with the opening 126 and the cable payout passage-
way 30 from inside the removable insert 124 and then routed
through the opening 126 and cable payout passageway 30.
[0037] Thebag110includes a shoulder strap 40 (not shown
in F1G. 4), a pair ot handle straps 50 (not shown in FIG. 4) and
a closure mechanism 70 (not shown in FIG. 4) configured to
close the removable insert 124 in the main compartment 120,
all as described above in connection with the bag 10 and as
exemplified in FIG. 3. In some embodiments, the bag 110
includes a padded portion 42 (not shown in FIG. 4) associated
with the shoulder strap 40 and/or a flap 52 (not shown in FIG.
4) associated with the pair of handle straps 50, as described
above in connection with the bag 10 and as exemplified in
FIG. 3. In some embodiments, at least one storage pouch 60
(not shown in FIG. 4) may be attached to the exterior of the
bag 110 as described above in connection with the bag 10 and
as exemplified in FIG. 3. In some embodiments, the bag 110
includes a cable lock 80 (not shown in FIG. 4) that is config-
ured to secure the loose end of cable 128 on the exterior of the
bag 110 as described above in connection with the bag 10 and
as exemplified in FIG. 2.
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[0038] A method of paying out cable from the bag 110 is
now presented. The removable insert 124 is inserted in the
main compartment 120 of the bag 110 such that the opening
126 is aligned with the cable payout passageway 30. The reel
of cable 122 having the loose end of cable 128 is inserted in
the removable insert 124 through the open top. The loose end
of cable 128 is aligned with the opening 126 and the cable
payout passageway 30. The loose end of cable 128 is pulled a
desired distance through the opening 126 and the cable pay-
out passageway 30.

[0039] The method may further comprise a step of enclos-
ing the removable insert 124 and the reel of cable 122 in the
main compartment 120 by the closure mechanism 70, as
described in more detail above.

[0040] A communications cable payout bag, designated
broadly at 210, is illustrated in FIG. 5. The bag 210 includes
a main compartment 220, as exemplified in FIG. 5 at the
cut-away portion of the bag 210. The main compartment 220
is configured to hold cable that is to be paid out from the main
compartment 220 to the exterior of the bag 210. More spe-
cifically, the main compartment 220 is configured to hold a
cable package 222 in the form of a coil, reel or spool of cable
(e.g., communications cable). In some embodiments, the bag
210 includes the cable package 222 within the main compart-
ment 220.

[0041] The bag 210 has a generally circular profile. In this
regard, the bag 210 may be configured to snugly hold the
cable package 222 in the form of a coil, reel or spool cable.
The bag 210 may be sized to snugly hold standard coils, reel
or spools of cable.

[0042] Turning now to FIG. 6, the bag 210 includes a cable
payout passageway 230 between the main compartment 220
and the exterior of the bag 210. The cable payout passageway
230 serves to allow cable to be paid out from the main com-
partment 220 to the exterior of the bag 210. A loose end of
cable 228 from the cable package 222 is aligned with the
cable payout passageway 230 from inside the main compart-
ment 220 and then routed through the cable payout passage-
way 230.

[0043] The cable payout passageway 230 may be any size,
although it should be large enough to easily align the loose
end of cable 228 with the cable payout passageway 230 and to
prevent undue friction while cable is paid out. The cable
payout passageway 230 may take any shape. In some embodi-
ments, and as illustrated in FIG. 6, the cable payout passage-
way 230 is generally circular in shape and surrounded by a
grommet. The grommet may be metal to further reduce fric-
tion as cable is paid out. The cable payout passageway 230
may take any other shape, such as a horizontal slot located on
a side surface of the bag 210.

[0044] Turning now to FIG. 7, the bag 210 includes a shoul-
der strap 240. As exemplified in FIG. 6, the shoulder strap 240
may include a padded portion 242 which may increase user
comfort. The shoulder strap 240 may be adjustable in length
such that the shoulder strap 240 may be adjusted to a length of
at least 39 inches. The shoulder strap 240 may be adjustable
in length such that the shoulder strap 240 may be adjusted to
alength between about 39 and about 74 inches. In this regard,
the shoulder strap 240 may be adjusted based on the user’s
size to allow the user to carry the bag 210 comfortably over
his/her shoulder and neck or over his/her shoulder only. The
shoulder strap 240 may be adjusted such that the cable pack-
age 222 is positioned near the user’s hip. The shoulder strap
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240 may serve to direct at least some of the weight of the cable
package 222 to the user’s hip region rather than sensitive back
regions.

[0045] The shoulder strap 240 is attached to the exterior of
the bag 210 in two locations. In some embodiments, the
shoulder strap 240 is attached to first and second opposing
surfaces of the exterior of the bag 210. In other embodiments,
the shoulder strap 240 is attached to the top of the bag 210 in
two locations. As exemplified in FIG. 7, the shoulder strap
240 may be attached to the center of the bag 210 such that the
shoulder strap is centered over the cable package 222. Carry-
ing the bag 210 by the shoulder strap 240 that is centered over
the cable package 222 may result in substantially even weight
distribution and increased stability.

[0046] Thebag210alsoincludes apairofhandle straps 250
to facilitate carrying the bag 210 by hand. The handle straps
250 are shorter in length than the shoulder strap 240. The
handle straps 250 are attached to the exterior of the bag 210.
In some embodiments, the handle straps 250 are attached to
first and second opposing surfaces of the exterior of the bag
210. In other embodiments, the handle straps 250 are attached
to the top of the bag 210. The handle straps 250 are generally
configured such that they can be centered over the cable
package 222. Carrying the bag 210 by handle straps 250 that
are centered over the cable package 222 may result in sub-
stantially even weight distribution and increased stability. As
exemplified in FIG. 7, at least one of the pair of handle straps
250 may include a flap 252 to couple the pair of handle straps
250 and to help center the handle straps 250 over the cable
package 222. The flap 252 may comprise a closure device,
such as snaps, hook and loop fasteners (e.g., VELCRO®) or
any closure device known to those of ordinary skill in the art,
such that the handle straps 250 remain coupled. The flap 252
may be at least partially padded to increase user comfort.
[0047] In some embodiments, at least one storage pouch
260 (not shown) may be attached to the exterior of the bag
210. The pouch(es) 260 may be configured to hold and pro-
vide easy access to items such as connector tools and prep
tools, etc.

[0048] The bag 210 further includes a closure mechanism
270 configured to close the main compartment 220. In some
embodiments, and as exemplified in FIGS. 5 and 7, the clo-
sure mechanism 270 comprises one or more zippers. In other
embodiments, the closure mechanism 270 comprises flaps
with fasteners, such as hook and loop fasteners. Other exem-
plary closure mechanisms 270 include belts, buckles, buttons,
clips, drawstrings, snaps or other closure mechanisms as
understood by those of ordinary skill in the art. In some
embodiments, the closure mechanism 270 is located at the top
of'the bag 210. In this regard, the cable package 222 may be
inserted in the main compartment 220, and the top of the bag
210 may be closed via the closure mechanism 270 to enclose
the main compartment 220 and the cable package 222 held
therein. Locating the closure mechanism 270 at the top of the
bag 210 may reduce the possibility of the cable package 222
falling out of the bag 210 while being carried by the shoulder
strap 240 or handle straps 250.

[0049] Referring again to FIG. 6, the bag 210 may further
include a cable lock 280 configured to secure the loose end of
cable 228 on the exterior of the bag 210. In this regard, the
loose end of cable 228 that has already passed through the
cable payout passageway 230 may be staged or stored until
more cable is to be paid out from the main compartment 220
of the bag 210. In some embodiments, and as illustrated in
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FIG. 6, the cable lock 280 comprises a loop that is sewn or
otherwise attached to the exterior of the bag 210. In other
embodiments, the cable lock 280 may be a clip or any other
cable lock known to those of ordinary skill in the art. In still
other embodiments, the cable lock 280 may be integrated
with the shoulder strap 240 or the handle straps 250 where
they are attached to the bag 210. The cable lock 280 will
typically be located on the same side of the bag 210 as the
cable payout passageway 230.

[0050] The foregoing is illustrative of the present invention
and is not to be construed as limiting thereof. Although exem-
plary embodiments of this invention have been described,
those skilled in the art will readily appreciate that many
modifications are possible in the exemplary embodiments
without materially departing from the novel teachings and
advantages of this invention. Accordingly, all such modifica-
tions are intended to be included within the scope of this
invention as defined in the claims. The invention is defined by
the following claims, with equivalents of the claims to be
included therein.

That which is claimed is:

1. A communications cable payout bag, comprising:

a main compartment configured to hold a communications
cable package;

a shoulder strap attached to the exterior of the bag;

a pair of handle straps attached to the exterior of the bag,
wherein each handle strap is shorter than the shoulder
strap,

acable payout passageway between the main compartment
and the exterior of the bag; and

a closure mechanism configured to close the main com-
partment.

2. The communications cable payout bag of claim 1, fur-
ther comprising a communications cable package within the
main compartment.

3. The communications cable payout bag of claim 2,
wherein the cable payout passageway comprises a horizontal
slot located on a side surface of the bag.

4. The communications cable payout bag of claim 2, fur-
ther comprising a grommet surrounding the cable payout
passageway.

5. The communications cable payout bag of claim 2,
wherein the shoulder strap comprises a single adjustable
shoulder strap, and wherein the shoulder strap can be adjusted
to a length of at least 37 inches.

6. The communications cable payout bag of claim 5,
wherein the shoulder strap is attached to the center of the bag,
and wherein the shoulder strap includes a padded portion.

7. The communications cable payout bag of claim 6,
wherein at least one of the pair of handle straps includes a flap
configured to couple the handle straps.

8. The communications cable payout bag of claim 7,
wherein the closure mechanism is located on the top surface
of'the bag.

9. The communications cable payout bag of claim 8, fur-
ther comprising a cable lock configured to secure a loose end
of cable on the exterior of the bag.

10. The communications cable payout bag of claim 9,
further comprising at least one storage pouch on the exterior
of'the bag.
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11. A communications cable payout bag, comprising:

a main compartment;

a removable insert having an open top and an opening
within the main compartment, the removable insert con-
figured to hold a reel of communications cable;

a shoulder strap attached to the exterior of the bag;

a pair of handle straps attached to the exterior of the bag,
wherein each handle strap is shorter than the shoulder
strap,

acable payout passageway between the main compartment
and the exterior of the bag, wherein the opening of the
removable insert is aligned with the cable payout pas-
sageway; and

a closure mechanism configured to close the removable
insert in the main compartment.

12. The communications cable payout bag of claim 11,
further comprising a reel of communications cable within the
removable insert.

13. The communications cable payout bag of claim 12,
wherein the cable payout passageway comprises a horizontal
slot located on a side surface of the bag.

14. The communications cable payout bag of claim 12,
wherein the shoulder strap comprises a single adjustable
shoulder strap, and wherein the shoulder strap can be adjusted
to a length of at least 39 inches.

15. The communications cable payout bag of claim 14,
wherein the shoulder strap is attached to the center of the bag,
and wherein the shoulder strap includes a padded portion.
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16. The communications cable payout bag of claim 15,
wherein at least one of the pair of handle straps includes a flap
configured to couple the handle straps.

17. The communications cable payout bag of claim 16,
wherein the closure mechanism is located on the top surface
of'the bag.

18. The communications cable payout bag of claim 17,
further comprising a cable lock configured to secure a loose
end of cable on the exterior of the bag.

19. The communications cable payout bag of claim 18,
further comprising at least one storage pouch on the exterior
of'the bag.

20. A method of paying out communications cable from a
bag that includes a main compartment and a cable payout
passageway, the method comprising:

inserting a removable insert having an open top and an

opening in the main compartment, wherein the opening
is aligned with the cable payout passageway;

inserting a reel of communications cable having a loose

end of cable in the removable insert through the open
top;

aligning the loose end of cable with the opening of the

removable insert and the cable payout passageway; and
pulling the loose end of cable through the opening of the
removable insert and the cable payout passageway.

sk sk sk sk sk





