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Altimeter
An altimeter is a device that measures altitude, the distance of a point
above sea level.
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Altimeter

This altimeter—the instrument that displays "Height"—shows the altitude of
a helicopter that is hovering below sea level near the Dead Sea. Altimeters
measure altitude.
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the sky or on the ground.

The most common types of altimeters are barometric. They determine

Honolulu, Hawai'i, United States. Denali, also known as Mount McKinley, is
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and moving the pointer. An altimeter can be mounted on an aircraft's

instrument panel or worn on a person’s wrist.

Other Types of Altimeters

Not all altimeters depend on air pressure. The

signal to bounce back. The time it takes for the signal to bounce back (or

echo) to the aircraft is then translated to an elevation.

and ocean surfaces. The radar altimeter aboard the TOPEX/Poseidon
satellite, for example, measured the surface topography of 95 percent of

the French space agency, TOPEX/Poseidon'’s radar altimeter was accurate to

within two centimeters (lecss than aone inch)! Coilinled with another catellite
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Instructional Content

NASA: The Human Altimeter Activity

Website

NOAA: How are satellites used to observe the ocean?
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