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apparent horizon | appetizer

virtues are only apparent) or “obvious” (as in The effects of the drought are
apparent to anyone who sees the parched fields). One should take care that
the intended meaning is clear from the context,

apparent horizon i, see horizon (sense 1),

apparent magnitude . Sec magnitude (sense 7).
apparent temperature ;. sce heat index.

apepacristion (ip’a-rish’an) 1. 1. A ghostly figure; a specter, 2. A
sudden or unusual sight: “[The designer's| indoor-ontdoor reversals and
Juxtapositions call forth a Magritte apparition beneath o Miami moon”
(Herbert Muschamp). 3. The act of appearing; appearance, [Middle Eng-
lish apparicionun, from Old French apparition, from Late Latin appdritio,
appdrition-, an appearance, from Latin appdritus, past participle of
apparére, to appear. Sce APPEAR. | -—ap’pmr{’tlon'a adj.
apepareietor (a-pari-tar) n, An official who was formerly sent to
carry out the orders of a civil or ecclesiastical court, [Middle English,
from Latin apparitor, from apparitus, past participle of apparére, to ap-
pear. See APPEAR |

apepeal (a-pal’) n. 1. An carnest or urgent request, entreaty, or sup-
plication. 2. A resort to a higher authority or greater power, as for sanc-
tion, corroboration, or a decision: an appeal to reason; an appeal to her
listener’s sympathy. 3. Law a. The transfer of a case from a lower to a
higher court for a new hearing. b. A case so transferred. c. A request for
a new hearing. 4. The power of attracting or of arousing interest: a city
with special appeal for museumgoers. < v. -pealed, -pealeing, -peals
—intr. 1. To make an earnest or urgent request, as for help. 2. To have
recourse, as for corroboration; resort: I appeal to your sense of justice. 3.
Law To make or apply for an appeal. 4. To be attractive or interesting:
The idea didn’t appeal to me. —tr. Law To transfer or apply to transfer
(a case) to a higher court for rehearing. [Middle English apel, from Old
French, from apeler, to appeal, from Latin appellire, to entreat. See pel-
in AFpendix I.] —apepeal’acbil’isty n. —apepeal’asble adj. —ap®
peal’er n.

apepeal*ing (>-péfling) adj. Attractive; inviting: an appealing man-
ner; an appealing idea. —apepeal’ingely ady.

apepear (>-pir/) intr.v. -peared, -pearsing, -pears 1. To become
visible: a plane appearing in the sky. 2. To come into existence: New
strains of viruses appear periodically. 3. To seem or look to be: appeared
unhappy. See synonyms at seem. 4. To seem likely: They will be late, as
it appears. 5. To come before the public: has appeared in two plays; ap-
pears on the nightly news. 6. Law To present oneself formally before a
court as defendant, plaintiff, or counsel. [Middle English aperen, from
Ohld F]rench aparoir, aper-, from Latin apparére : ad-, ad- + parére, to
show.

Synonyms appear, emerge, issue, loom, materialize, show These verbs
mean to come into view: a ship appearing on the horizon; a star that
emerged from behind a cloud; a diver issuing from the water; a peak that
loomed through the mist; a job offer that materialized overnight; a
shirtsleeve showing at the edge of the jacket. See also synonyms at seem.

apepeareance (>-pir’ans) n. 1. The act or an instance of coming
into sight. 2. The act or an instance of coming into public view: The
author made a rare personal appearance. 3. Outward aspect: an untidy
appearance. 4. Something that appears; a phenomenon. 5. A superficial
aspect; a semblance: keeping up an appearance of wealth. 6. appearanc-
es Outward indications; circumstances: a cheerful person, to all appear-
ances.

apepease (s-péz/) trv. -peased, -peaseing, -peasees 1. To bring
peace, quiet, or calm to; soothe. 2. To satisfy or relieve: appease one’s
thirst. 3. To pacify or attempt to pacify (an enemy) by granting conces-
sions, often at the expense of principle. See synonyms at pacify. [Middle
English appesen, from Old French apesier : a-, to (from Latin ad-; see
AD-) + pais, peace (from Latin pdx; see pag- in Appendix I).] —ape
peas’acble adj. —apepeas’asbly adv. —apepeas’er n.
apepease*ment (o-péz’mont) n. 1a. An act of appeasing. b. The
condition of being appeased. 2. The policy of granting concessions to
potential enemies to maintain peace.

apepel (>-pél’) n. Sports A quick stamp of the foot used in fencing as
a feint to produce an opening. [French, from appeler, to call, from Old
French apeler, to appeal. See APPEAL.]

apepelelant (a-pél/ant) adj. Of or relating to a court appeal; appel-
late. % 5. One who appeals a court decision, [Middle English, from Old
French apelant, from present participle of apeler, to appeal. See APPEAL.]
apepelelate (o-pél’it) adj. Having the power to hear court appeals
and to review court decisions. [Latin appellatus, past participle of
appelldre, to entreat. See APPEAL.]

apepelelastion (ip’s-1a’shan) n. 1. A name, title, or designation.
2. A protected name under which a wine may be sold, indicating that the
grapes used are of a specific kind from a specific district. 3, The act of
naming, (Middle English appelacion, from Old French appelation, from
Latin appellario, appellation-, from appellatus, past participle of appellare,
to entreat; see APPEAL. Sense 2, from French appellation (d'origine con-
trolée), (registered vintage) trade name, from appellation, trade name,
from Old French appelation,]

apepelelastive (o-pil/a-tlv) adj. 1. Of or relating to the assignment
of names, 2. Grammar Of or relating to a common noun. # n. A name
or descriptive epithet. (Middle English, common (noun), from Old
French appelatif, from Late Latin appelativus, from Latin appellatus, rm
participle of appellare, to call upon, entreat, See APPEAL.| —~apepel’las
tivesly ady.

w-p!l'ln (#p’a-1e?) n. Law One against whom an appeal Is taken.
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(French appelé, from Old French apele, from past participle of apeler, 4,
‘rench a )
appeal. See APPEAL.|

aepend (s-pend!) v, -pendeed; -pendeing, -pends 1. To .4y

e | d a list of errors to the report, 2. 1
oy supplcm(l'nt nr:[;; [:lc ?;llt.l:;r:l/llfllu,l;,z(clel;ma'lct. ffl,_atin uppr'n_:lelrp, to ha:(é
fix to; mmch.inllpc O hang: see e in Appondin I
upon ¢ ad-, ad-+p entdij) n. 1. Something added or attached to ,,
anPend'lgqg's,,ance or size; an adjunct. 2. Hl/)/ngy‘,\ part or
cnm): :{Kﬁ:e::;rnlmg, leg, tail, or fin, that is joined to the axis or tryp)
organ, e )

of a body.

appurtenml(e, (l(j}UNCY, H[(?SS’??I/, ﬂffa[jhme’"
These nouns denote subordinate cl_ements ad’dle’d“m ,mmletl;’ entity, An

’ lage supplements without being essential: ... and the m_mplere
"Wf”’ g !’L'F:ulngt’s at the stern decreases hull resistance” (R.J.L. Dicker),
7\1:«:’1;;::{::",’:,,,“ belongs naturally as a[sul‘;:mtjl[ary Z;rz”bm; part, o
member: “an internationally known first-class hotel . . . ¢ ]l;pﬁ _‘:”;hswh
appurtenances as compulters, word pmr'e'ssors,b mpxersham ]; ex” (Oscar
Millard). An adjunct is added as an auxnlla;y ut is often ;e ;;L;;'a’"'”f
“Intelligence analysts . . . believe that of all the coxm!ér{:gs[ of the Mi ldle Eas,
none use terrorism more effectively as an adjunct to dip lomacy ...” | Elaine
Sciolino). An accessory is usuall)" nqnessentlal but desirable: Our new ¢4y
has such accessories as air condirromng and a sunroof. An attachment adds
a function to the thing to which it is connected: The food processor has

an attachment for kneading dough.

Synonyms  appendage,

. edant (>-pén’dant) adj. 1. Affixed as an appendage. 2. Ac.
::'msz:l;‘in‘g’; anen(dagt: faith and its appendant hope. 3. B,elongjng toa
land grant as a subsidiary right in English la_w. —ap-pgn dant n.
ape*pencdecetoemy (ip'on-dék’/to-me) n., pl. -mies Surgical re-
moval of the vermiform appendix. [APPEND(IX) + ~ECTOMY.]
apepenedisces (>-pén’di-séz’) n. A plural of appendix.
apepenediscistis (o-pén’di-si’tis) n. Inflammation of the vermi-
form appendix. [New Latin, from Latin appendix, appendic-, appendage.
See APPENDIX.]

Word History Even though the word agpendici!is was in use in 1883,
the year in which the Oxford English Dictionary published the section
“Anta-Battening” that would have contained the yord, the editor, James
Murray, omitted this “crack-jaw medical and surgical word” on the ad-
vice of Oxford’s Regius Professor of Medicine, Sir Henry Wentworth
Acland. As K.M. Elisabeth Murray, the granddaughter and biographer of
James Murray, points out, “The problem of what scientific words to include
was a continuing one, and James Murray was always under pressure—from
his advisers . . . who thought the emphasis should be on words from good
literature and from those in the [Oxford University] Press who wanted to
save cost and time—not to include scientific words of recent origin.” In 1902
no less a person than Edward VII had his appendix removed, and his
coronation was postponed because of the operation. Appendicitis hence
came into widespread use and has remained so, thereby pointing up the
lexicographer’s difficult task of selecting the new words that people will
look for in their dictionaries.

apepenediceuclar (ip’sn-dik’ys-lor) adj. Of, relating to, or con-
sisting of an appendage or appendages, especially the limbs: the appen-
dicular skeleton. [From Latin appendicula, diminutive of appendix, appen-
dic-, appendix. See APPENDIX. ]
apepenedix (s-pen’diks) n, pl -dixees or -dieces (-di-séz’) 1a.
An appendage. b. A collection of supplementary material, usually at the
end of a book. 2. The vermiform appendix. 3. Anatomy A supplemen-
tary or accessory part of a bodily organ or structure. [Latin, from appen-
dere, to hang upon. See APPEND. ]
apepereceive (ip'sr-sev/) tr.v. -ceived, -ceivsing, -ceives 1. To
perceive (something) while being conscious of perceiving. 2. To perceive
(something) in terms of past experience. [Back-formation from APPER-
CEPTION.]
apeperecepetion (ip’sr-sép’shon) n. 1. Conscious perception with
full awareness. 2. The process of understanding by which newly ob-
served qualities of an object are related to past experience. [New Latin
apperceptio, apperception- : Latin ad-, ad- + Latin perceptio, perceptions
se¢ PERCEPTION.] —ap'perecep/tive (-sép’tiv) adj.
apeperetain (ip/sr-tin’) inery. -tained, -taineing, -tains To
belong as a proper function or part; pertain: problems appertaining
social reform. (Middle English appertenen, from Old French apartenif,
from Vulgar Latin *appartenere, from Late Latin appertinére : ad-, ad- +
pertinere, to belong; see PERTAIN. ]
apepesstat (ip/I-stit’) n. The area in the brain that is believed 0
regulate appetite and food intake. [APPE(TITE) + —STAT.]
ape*pestence (ip/i-tans) n. 1. A strong craving or desire. 2. A ten®
dency or propensity. 3. A natural attraction or atfinity, [ Probably French
appétence, from Latin appetentia, from appeténs, appetent-, present par
l.it;l:l;:i :ppmre. to strive after, See APPETITE.] —ap’peetent ad.
eane N-tan-s -t N H e
i, Ses Appan:g&(]ip 1-tan-s8) n., pl. cies Appetence. [Latin appete
aRepestite (ipri.ut') n. 1. An instinctive physical desire, especially
?hl:;ldgf food or drink. 2. A strong wish o urge: an appetite for learning
et e English apetit, from Old French, from Latin appetitus, strong d¢-
seek: Tom past participle of appetere, to strive after : ad-, ad- + perers, ©©
i 1% Pet- in Appendix I.) —ap/pestitive (ap/i-ti'tiv, o-pat/I-0V

apspestizeer (ap.izar) 5, A i hetors
a meal to stimulate the appetit: i arss seoel,
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Washington Island | watchdog

1942

Washington Island An island of northeast Wisconsin in northwest
Lake Michigan off the northern tip of the Door Peninsula,
Washeing«ton's Birthday (wash/ing-tanz, wo’shing-) . Febru-
ary 22, formerly ubserved to commemorate the birth of George Wash-
ington in 1732, This holiday is now included in the observances of Pres-
idents’ Day,

Washeista (wOshf1-10’, wo’shi-) A river rising in northwest Texas and
flowing about 724 km (450 mi) generally east-southeast across Oklaho-
ma to the Red River.

washeout (wash’out’, wdsh’-) n, 1a. Erosion of a relatively soft sur-
face, such as a roadbed, by a sudden gush of water, as from a downpour
or floods. b. A channel produced by such erosion. 2a. A total failure or
disappointment. b. One who fails to measure up to a standard, especially
one who fails a course of training or study.

washerag (wosh’rig’, wosh’-) . See washcloth.

washesroom (wosh’réom’, -room’, wosh’-) n. A bathroom, espe-
cially one in a public place.

wash sale n. The illegal buying of stock by a seller’s agents to give
the impression of an active market.

washestand (wash’stind’, wosh’-) n. 1. A stand that is designed to
h‘?‘lﬁl abasin and pitcher of water for washing. 2. A stationary bathroom
sink.

washstub (woshtiib’, wosh?-) n. A tub used for washing clothes.
washeup (wosh’tip’, wdsh’-) n. The act or action of washing clean.
washswomean (wash’woom’an, wosh’-) n. Variant of washer-
woman.

washey (wish’e, worshe) adj. -ieer, -isest 1. Watery; diluted: washy
tea. 2. Lacking strength or intensity: a washy handshake; washy prose.
—wash’isness n.

wasen’t (wiiz’ant, woz/-) Contraction of was rot.

Wasp (wdsp, wdsp) n. Any of numerous social or solitary insects,
chiefly of the superfamilies Vespoidea and Sphecoidea, having a slender
body with a constricted abdomen, two pairs of membranous wings,
mouths adapted for biting or sucking, and in the females an ovipositor
often modified as a sting. [Middle English waspe, from Old English
waps, wesp.] —wasply adj.

WASP" or Wasp (wdsp, wosp) n. 1. A white Protestant of Anglo-
Saxon ancestry. 2. A white, usually Protestant member of the American
upper social class. [W(hite) A(nglo-)S(axon) P(rotestant).] —WASP’je
ness, WASP’isheness n. —WASP’y, WASP/ish adj.

WASP? or Wasp (wisp) n. A member of Women’s Airforce Service
Pilots, organized during World War II as part of the U.S. Army Air Forces
to ferry aircraft and to test new aircraft. The organization was disbanded
in 1944. [From W(omen’s) A(irforce) S(ervice) P(ilots).]

WASP? abbr. Women's Airforce Service Pilots

waspeish (wos’pish) adj. 1. Of, relating to, or suggestive of a wasp.
2. Easily irritated or annoyed; irascible. 3. Indicative of irritation, an-
noyance, or spite: a waspish remark. —wasp/ishely adv. —wasp/ishe
ness n.

wasp waist n. A very slender waist or one that is tightly corseted.
—wasp/waist’ed (wdsp/was'tid, wdsp’-) adj.

wasesail (wos/al, wo-sil’) n. 1a. A salutation or toast given in drink-
ing someone’s health or as an expression of goodwill at a festivity. b. The
drink used in such toasting, commonly ale or wine spiced with roasted
apples and sugar. 2. A festivity characterized by much drinking. < v.
-sailed, -sail*ing, -sails —. To drink to the health of; toast. —intr,
To engage in or drink a wassail. [Middle English, contraction of wesheil,
be healthy, from Old Norse ves heill : ves, imperative sing. of vera, to be;
see wes-' in Appendix I + heill, healthy; see kailo- in Appendix I.]
—was/saileer n.

Waseseremann reaction (wi’sor-man) n. A complement-fixing
reaction to the Wassermann test.

Wassermann test . A diagnostic test for syphilis involving the
fixation or inactivation of a complement by an antibody in a blood
serum sample. [After August von Wassermann (1866-1925), German
bacteriologsst.)

Waseserestein (wi/sor-stén’), Wendy 1950-2006. American play-
wright noted for her comedies, such as The Heidi Chronicles (1988), for
which she won a Pulitzer Prize.

wast (wost; wast when unstressed) v. Archaic A second person singular
past tense of be,

wasteage (wi/stlj) n. 1. Loss by deterioration, wear, or destruction:
“Disease and desertion still caused much greater wastage than battle” (The-
odore Ropp). 2. The gradual process of wasting. 3. An amount that is
wasted or lost by wear.

waste (wast) v. wasteed, wasteing, wastes —itr. 1, To use, con-
sume, spend, or expend thoughtlessly or carelessly. 2. To cause to lose
energy, strength, or vigor; exhaust, tire, or enfeeble: Disease wasted his
body. 3. To fall to take advantage of or use for profit; lose: waste an op-
portunity. 48, To destroy completely. b. Slang To kill; murder. —iner. 1.
To lose energy, strength, weight, or vigor; become weak or enfeebled:
wasting away from an illness. 2. To pass without being put to use: Time
is wasting, % n, 1, The act or an instance of wasting or the condition of
being wasted: a waste of talent; gone to waste, 2. A place, region, or land
that is uninhabited or uncultivated; a desert or wilderness. 3, A devas-
tated or destroyed region, town, or building; a ruin, 4a, An unusable or
unwanted substance or material, such as a waste product. b. Something.
such as steam, that escapes without being used. 5. Garbage; trash. 6.
The undigested residue of food eliminated from the body; excrement.
% adj. 1. Regarded or discarded as worthless or uscless: waste rrimmings.
2. Used as a conveyance or container for refuse: a waste bin. 3. Excreted

from the body: waste matter. — idiom: waste (one’s) breath 1,

or accomplish nothing by speaking. [Middle English wasten, frun-),?ln
North French waster, from Latin vastdre, to make empty, from vy ld
empty. Sec eus- in Appendix I.| Stus,

Synonyms waste, blow, consume, dissipate, fritter, squander Ty,
verbs mean to spend or expend without restraint and ofte e
wasted my inheritance; blew a fortune at the casino;
was consumed in litigation; dissipated their energies i
frittering away her entire allowance; squandered his
vertising jingles.

Antonym save

N to ng avajl.
time and Money rha}
n pointless argumeny.
talent on writing a4,

wastecbaseket (wiast/bis’kit) n. A relatively small, open-to
container for discarding trash. Also called wastepaper baske; pped
wasteed (wi’stid) adj. 1. Not profitably used or maintained: 4 wasted
inheritance. 2. Needless or superfluous: These are wasted words, 3.,
teriorated; ravaged: a wasted landscape. 8. Frail and enfeeb) o
prolonged illness; emaciated. 5. Slang Drunk or intoxicated
Having elapsed.

wastesful (wast’fal) adj. Marked by or inclined to
gant. —waste’fulely adv. —waste’/fuleness n.
wastecland (wast’/lind’) n. 1. Land that is desolate, barren, or ray.
aged. 2. A place, era, or aspect of life considered as lackin
aesthetic, or other humanizing qualities; a vacuum: a culty
wastespacper (wast’pa’par) n. Discarded paper.
wastepaper basket 5. See wastebasket.
waste pipe n. A pipe that carries off liquid waste.
waste product n. An unusable or unwanted substance or materia|
produced during or as a result of a process, such as metabolism or man.
ufacturing.

wasteer (wifstar) n. 1. One that wastes: a waster of time; a waster of
money. 2. One that lays waste; a destroyer: a waster of enemy cities.
wasteswaster (wist’wd’tar, -wot’ar) n. Water that has been used,
as for washing, flushing, or in a manufacturing process, and so contains
waste products; sewage.

wasteing (wa’sting) adj. 1. Gradually deteriorating; declining: the
wasting process of erosion. 2. Sapping the strength, energy, or substance
of the body; emaciating: a wasting disease. —wast/ingely ady.
wasting asset n. A fixed asset, such as a mine or an oil well, that
diminishes in value over time.

wasterel (wafstral) n. 1. One who wastes, especially one who wastes
money; a profligate. 2. An idler or a loafer. [WAST(E) + -rel (as in sCOUN-
DREL).]

wat (wit) n. A Buddhist temple in Thailand or Cambodia. [Thai, from
Sanskrit vatah, enclosure.]

wastap (wi-tip/, wi-) also waetaepe (-ti’pé) n. A stringy thread
made from the roots of various conifers and used by certain Native
American peoples in sewing and weaving. [Ojibwa wadab.]

watch (wsch) v watched, watcheing, watchees —inrm 1. To
look or observe attentively or carefully; be closely observant: watching for
trail markers. 2. To look and wait expectantly or in anticipation: wach
foran opportunity. 3. To actasa spectator; look on: stood by the road and
watched. 4. To stay awake at night while serving as a guard, sentinel, or
watcher. 5. To stay alert as a devotional or religious exercise; keep vigil
—tr. 1. To look at steadily; observe carefully or continuously: watch a
parade. 2. To keep a watchful eye on; guard: watched the prisoner all day.
3. To observe the course of mentally; keep up on or informed about:
watch the price of gold. 4. To tend (a flock, for example). See synonyms
attend”. % n. 1. The act or process of keeping awake or mentally alert,
especially for the purpose of guarding. 2a. The act of observing closely
or the condition of being closely observed; surveillance. b. A period of
close observation, often in order to discover something: a watch during
the child’s illness. 3. A person or group of people serving, especially at
night, to guard or protect. 4. The post or period of duty of a guard, sen-
tinel, or watcher. 5. Any of the periods into which the night is divided;
a part of the night. 6. Nautical a. Any of the periods of time, usually
four hours, into which the day aboard ship is divided and during which
a part of the crew is assigned to duty. b. The members of a ship’s crew
on duty during a specific watch. ¢. A chronometer on a ship. 7a. A
period of wakefulness, especially one observed as a religious vigil b. A
funeral wake. 8. A small portable timepicce, especially one worn on the
wrist or carried in the pocket. 9. A flock of nightingales. See synonyms
at flock'. —phrasal verbs: watch out To be caretul or on the alett
take care. watch over To be in charge of; superintend. -fidiom-;
watch it To be careful: had to watch it when I stepped onto the ice. Watc
(one's) step 1. To act or proceed with care and caution. 2. To behave
as is demanded, required, or appropriate. [Middle English waccher, from
Old English weccan, to watch, be awake. See weg- in Appendix L]
watcheacble (woch’s>-bal) adj. 1. Capable of being watched; view
able: watchable wildlife. 2. Good enough to watch: “The fustest moder
+« « delivers jerky real-time video that is watchable but not for long pert
of time” (David Colker).

watchsband (wich’band’) n. A band of leather, cloth, metah o
plastic that holds a wristwatch in place. all
watch cap n. A dark blue knitted cap worn in cold weather, especiall
by enlisted naval personnel, R
w.th‘:h'““ (wdchfkas’) n. The casing for the mechanism ©
watch.

watchsdog (wach’dog’, -ddg’) n. 1. A dog trained to guard peop;l:
or property. 2, One who serves as a guardian or protector against W&
loss, or illegal practices. —watch’dog’ v.

ed, as from
. 6. Archaie

waste; extrav,.

g in spiritual,
ral wastelang,
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