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Wd!c, indolent, slothful These adjectives mean

Wnym‘ 10 exertion, work, or activity: 100 lazy to wash the dishes;
not dlSPO“' arisdl ocrats; an idle drifter; an indolent hanger-on; some slothful
fatin

s
gyObOl‘“ (larz¢-bonz’) pln. (used with a sing. verb) Informal A
la*

lazy P"’;n' ». Sce amblyopia.

e .

lazy ;u san n. A revolving tray for condiments or food,
lazy ngs phri. (used with a sing: or pl. verb) Tongs having a jointed
|nxysible framework operated by scissorslike handles, used for grasping
anobject at d

distance.

- linebacker ‘
LB Zibbr, 1. libra (ancient Roman weight) 2. pound (modern weight)
= abbr. Lebanon (in Internet addresses)

.::0 abbr. leveraged buyout
rcase

{(ca:‘bp.;r,lorlanding craft 2. Library of Congress

abbr. letter of credit

\c abbr. Saint Lucia (in Internet addresses)

id abbr. least common dgnomma(or

LCD abbr. liquid-crystal display

LCDR abbr. lieutenant commander

LCL abbr. Jess-than-carload lot

Jcm abbr. least common multiple

LCpl abbr. lance corporal

LCT abbr. 1.land conservation trust 2. local civil time

LD abbr. 1a. learning disability b. learning-disabled 2. lethal dose

\d. abbr. Printing lead
Ld. abbr. 1a. limited b. limited company 2. lord (title)
LDC abbr. less-developed country
LDL abbr. low-density lipoprotein
L-do*pa (8l-do’pa) n. An amino acid that is the metabolic precursor
of dopamine, is converted in the brain to dopamine, and used in synthet-
i form to treat Parkinson’s disease. Also called levodopa.
LDPE abbr. low-density polyethylene
lea (I, 13) also ley (13, 1&) n. /IX gr;ssland; a meadow. [Middle English
Jeie, from Old English léah. See leuk- in Appendix I.]
lea. abbr. league (measurement)
leach (lich) v. leached, leacheing, leachees —tr. 1. To remove
soluble or other constituents from by the action of a percolating liquid.
2 To empty; drain: “a world leached of pleasure, voided of meaning”
(Marilynne Robinson). —intr. To be dissolved or passed out by a perco-
lating liquid. % n. 1. The act or process of leaching. 2. A porous, per-
forated, or sievelike vessel that holds material to be leached. 3. The sub-
stance through which a liquid is leached. [From Middle English leche,
leachate, from Old English *lece, muddy stream; akin to leccan, to moist-
o] —leach’asebil’iety n. —leach’aeble adj. —leach’er n.
leacheate (lé’chat) n. A product or solution formed by lea:}ll\ir;g. e}:-
pecizlly a solution containing contaminants picked up through the leach-
mg of soil.
Leascock (lerksk’), Stephen Butler 1869-1944. Canadian econo-
mist who s best remembered for his humorous writing, contained in vol-
umes such as Literary Lapses (1910) and Nonsense Novels (1911).
M (ied) v led (I&d), leadsing, leads —tr. 1. To show the way to
msgqm advance. 2. To guide or direct in a course: lead :khor;;l by th;
- See synonyms at guide. 3a. To serve as a route for; take: The pat
il them 10 a cemetery. b. To be a channel or conduit for (water or elec-
:‘:7‘ for example). 4. To guide the behavior or opinion of; induce: led
a wé::: otherwise. 5a. To direct the performance or activities of: lead
Toplay 3 :r u?c;; mspiredthe co;mducllof:d Ieddthe nthnllr‘; ltl; cnsxns: 6.
ipal or guiding role in: lead a discussion; led the antiwar
My - 7a. To go or be a% the head of: The queen led the procession.
I3 T:T:(ﬁf the list. b. To be ahead of: led the runner-up by three strides.
remost in or among;: led the field in nuclear research; led her
dems lif 9"‘ free throws. 8. To pass or go through; live: lead an indepen-
D % ). ;Omp or oﬁen w_'rilh, asin g{zmes: I:d( an ace. 10[. T;)e%;)uuli’e
ing, 11a. To aim in front of (a moving target). 2.
s To Pass a ball or puck ahead of (a moving teammate) so that the
cn feceive the pass without changing direction or losing momen-
00—_""" 1. To be first; be ahead, 2. To go firstasa guide. 3. To act
foute: ¢ ,m'd"’ director, or guide, 4. To afford a passage, course, o
5. T tend that leads over the mountains; a door leading to the pantry.
iscussion. PZ‘.”?'d a certain goal or result: a remark that led to further
The ore'om:tw;”!l‘.” b“j to disaster, 6. 'To make the ”“t“ii:: ;)Zt,t:llsv:’:ya'
ke 30 N a presentation Or an accoun e {
b, m"‘"u with Ih?day‘ls’lap stories, 8a. To guide a dance partner,
Paces 4, ‘{d‘"“ step on a specified foot. 9, Baseball To advance a few
d'uvcry 3’ Tom one’s base toward the next while the pitcher is in the
With 5 ¢ sed of a base runner. 10. Sports To begin an attack in boxing
firg o:?cm'ed hand or punch: led with a right to the body. % 1. 1a. The
ini remost position, b, One occupying such a position; a leader. €.
by Mxil(lr ve: o0k the lead in setting lhei[?tllce of the project. 2, The margin
a':po,',,:x :;ﬂl‘;l:l‘fpgsitiox} of advantage or supun’or‘ijly:}:ifsgli{:liu;a(t)llgl
] 1 . 3a. Information pointing towarc a ¢ solu-
f oy du’" Jollowed q promising lead in (ze murt%zr case. b, An indication
Tship; took OPportunity; a tip: a good lead for a job. 4. Command; lead-
fo s over the lead of the company. 5. An example; a precedent:
dramgy;e  $15ter's lead in running for office. 6a. The principal role in a
Production. b, The person playing such a role. 7a. The intro-
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ductory runi(m of a news story. b. An important, usually prominently
displayed news story. 8, Games a. The first play. b, The prcroFutive or
turn to make the first play: The lead passes to the player on the left. ¢. A
card played first in a round. 9. Baseball A position taken by a base runner
away from one base in the direction of the next. 10. S‘wm A blow in
boxing that begins a series or exchange of punches. 11. A leash, 12.
Geology a. A depusit of gold ore in an old riverbed. b. See lode (sense
1). 13, Llectronics A conductor by which one circuit element is electri-
cally connected to another. 14. Nautical The direction in which a line
runs. 15. The distance aimed in front of a moving target, 16, A channel
of open water created by a break in a mass of ice, % adj. 1. First or fore-
most: the lead leg on a surfboard. 2. Most important: the lead author of
a research paper, —phrasal verbs: lead off 1. To begin; start. 2.
Baseball To be the first batter in an inning. lead on 1. To keep in a state
of expectation or hope; entice, 2. To misﬁ-nd; deceive. —idioms: lead
the way 1. To show a course or route by going in advance. 2.To be
foremost in an endeavor or trend: The firm led the way in the application
of new technology. lead up to 1. To result in by a series of steps: events
leading up to the coup. 2. To proceed toward (a main topic) with prelim-
inary remarks. [Middle English leden, from Old English l@dan. See leit-
in Appendix I.]

lead? (Ied) n. 1. Symbol Pb A soft, malleable, ductile, bluish-white,
dense metallic element, extracted chiefly from galena and used in con-
tainers and pipes for corrosives, solder and type metal, bullets, radiation
shielding, paints, and antiknock compounds. Atomic number 82; atomic
weight 207.2; melting point 327.5°C; boiling point 1,744°C; specific grav-
ity 11.35; valence 2, 4. See table at element. 2. A lead weight suspended
by a line, used to make soundings. 3. Bullets from or for firearms; shot:
pumped the target full of lead. . leads Strips of lead used to hold the
panes of a window. 5. Abbr. Id. Printing A thin strip of metal used to
separate lines of type. 6. leads Chiefly British A flat roof covered with
sheets of lead. 7a. Any of various, often graphitic compositions used as
the writing substance in pencils. b. A thin stick of such material. —¢r.
leadeed, leadsing, leads 1. To cover, line, weight, or fill with lead.
2. Printing To provide space between (lines of type) with leads. 3. To
secure (window glass) with leads. 4. To treat with lead or a lead com-
pound: leaded gasoline; leaded paint. —idiom: get the lead out In-
formal To start moving or move more rapidly. [Middle English led, from
Old English léad, probably of Celtic origin.] —Ilead adj.

lead acetate (léd) n. A poisonous white crystalline compound,
Pb(C,H;0,),:3H,0, used in hair dyes, waterproofing compounds, and
varnishes. Also called sugar of lead.

lead arsenate (Iéd) n. A poisonous white crystalline compound,
Pb,(AsOy),, used in insecticides and herbicides.

lead carbonate (léd) n. A poisonous white amorphous powder,
PbCO,, used as a paint pigment.

lead chromate (léd) n. A poisonous yellow crystalline compound,
PbCrO,, used as a paint pigment.

lead colic (1&d) n. See painter’s colic.

lead dioxide (1&d) n. A poisonous brown crystalline compound,
PbO,, used as an oxidizing agent in electrodes, batteries, and explosives.
leadeen (1&d’n) adj. 1. Made of or containing lead. 2a. Heavy and
inert. b. Listless; sluggish. 3. Lacking liveliness or sparkle; dull: a leaden
conversation. 8. Downcast; depressed: leaden spirits. 5. Dull, dark gray
in color: drizzle from a leaden sky. —lead’enely adv. —lead’eneness

n.

leadeer (l&’dor) n. 1. One that leads or guides. 2. One who is in
charge or in command of others. 3a. One who heads a political party or
organization. b. One who has influence or power, especially of a political
nature. 4. Music a. A conductor, especially of orchestra, band, or choral
group. b. The principal performer in an orchestral section or a group.
5. The foremost animal, such as a horse or dog, in a harnessed team. 6.
A loss leader. 7. Chiefly British The main editorial in a newspaper. 8.
leaders Printing Dots or dashes in a row leading the eye across a page,
as in an index entry. 9. A pipe for conducting liquid. 10. A short length
of gut, wire, or similar material by which a hook is attached to a fishing
line. 11. A blank strip at the end or beginning of a film or tape used in
threading or winding. 12. Botany The growing apex or main shoot ofa
shrub or tree. 13. An economic indicator.

leadeereboard (1&’dor-bord’, -bord’) n. A board that displays the
leaders in a competition.

leadeersship (1&’dor-ship’) n. 1. The position or office of a leader:
ascended to the leadership of the party. 2. Capacity or ability to lead:
showed strong leadership during her first term in office. 3. A group of lead-
ers: met with the leadership of the nation’s top unions. 4. Guidance; direc-
tion: The business prospered under the leadership of the new president.
lead glass (l¢d) n. See flint glass.

lead-in (I&d’n’) n. 1. Opening or introductory matter: The joke served
a3 a lead-in to a discussion of more serious marters. 2. A program, as on
television, scheduled to precede another, 3. The wire that connects an
outdoor antenna to an electronic transmitter or receiver.

leadsing' (I¢’ding) adj. 1. Having a position in the lead; foremost:
the leading candidate. 2. Chief; principal: the leading cause of high infla-
tion, See synonyms at chief. 3. Of or performing a lead in a theatrical
production: a leading role; a leading lady. 4. Formulated so as to elicit a
desired response: a leading question. —lead’ingely udv.

leadeing? (1&d’ing) n. 1. A border or rim of lead, as around a win-
dowpane. 2. Printing The spacing between lines, usually measured in
points.

Jead+ing economic indicator (1&’ding) n. An economic or fi-
nancial variable that tends to move ahead of and in the same direction
as general cconomic activity,
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