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Systems and methods are provided for managing power in a 
processing system. In one embodiment, a target system hav­
ing a plurality of electronic devices is operated within a net 
power limit. A local controller detects power consumption for 
each device, and communicates the power consumption to a 
power management module. The power management module 
dynamically apportions the net power limit among the 
devices, and communicates the apportioned power limit for 
each device back to the associated local controller. Each local 
controller enforces the apportioned power limit to an associ­
ated device on behalf of the power management module. 
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POWER MANAGEMENT IN A 
POWER-CONSTRAINED PROCESSING 

SYSTEM 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 
The present invention relates to power management in a 

computer system having multiple devices, such as in a rack­
based server system or data center. 

2. Description of the Related Art 
Multiple servers and other computer hardware are often 

consolidated into a centralized data center. Servers in a data 
center may be mounted in a rack to conserve space and place 
the servers and infrastructure within easy reach of an admin­
istrator. The IBM eServer BLADECENTER is one example 
of a compact server arrangement (IBM and BLADE­
CENTER are registered trademarks oflntemational Business 
Machines Corporation, Armonk, N.Y.). 

When multiple servers and other computing hardware are 
consolidated, power to the servers must be carefully moni­
tored and controlled. Power consumption affects many 
aspects of operating a data center, such as the costs of oper­
ating the servers, the heat generated by the servers, and the 
performance and efficiency of the system. The individual 
servers and the system as a whole are limited by design 
parameters such as maximum power consumption, maximum 
operating temperature, processing efficiency, and so forth. 
Thus, it is important to control power to the system in con­
sideration of these parameters. 

2 
Each local controller is used to limit the amount of power to 
the associated device within the apportioned power limit of 
that local controller. 

In a second embodiment, a computer program product is 
5 provided, comprising a computer usable medium including 

computer usable program code for managing power in a 
computer system. The computer program product includes 
computer usable program code for providing a net power 
limit to a plurality of devices within the processing system, 

10 for detecting power consumption for each of the plurality of 
devices, for dynamically apportioning the net power limit 
among the plurality of devices according to their detected 
power consumption, for communicating each apportioned 
power limit to an associated one of a plurality of local con-

15 trailers each coupled to an associated one of the plurality of 
devices, and for powering the associated device within the 
apportioned power limit of that local controller. 

In a third embodiment, a power-controlled processing sys­
tem is provided, including a plurality of electronic devices. A 

20 shared power supply is coupled to the devices for supplying 
power to the devices. Each of a plurality oflocal controllers is 
coupled to an associated one of the electronic devices for 
detecting power consumption of the associated electronic 
device, outputting power consumption signals representative 

25 of the detected power consumption, and selectively control­
ling power to the associated device within an apportioned 
power limit. A power management module is in electronic 
communication with the plurality of local controllers for 
receiving the power consumption signals, apportioning a net 

30 power limit according to the detected power consumption, 
and communicating each apportioned power limit to the local 
controller of the associated electronic device. Existing processing systems may be powered by a com­

mon power supply or power distribution unit (PDU). Some of 
the systems include a circuit, such as a Baseboard Manage­
ment Controller (BMC), that a service processor uses to 35 
monitor real-time power consumption by a server. Using this 
feedback, the service processor can "throttle" the processors 
and/or memory on the server to maintain the power consump­
tion below a set point or "power ceiling" set by an adminis­
trator and monitored by the chassis management module. 40 
U.S. Pat. No. 7,155,623 to IBM discloses a "Method and 
System for Power Management Including Local Bounding of 
Device Group Power Consumption." U.S. Patent Application 
Publication No. US 2006/0156042 to IBM discloses a 

Other embodiments, aspects, and advantages of the inven­
tion will be apparent from the following description and the 
appended claims. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a rack-based server system 
to which power may be managed according to the invention. 

FIG. 2 is a schematic diagram of a representative embodi­
ment of a power-managed target system according to the 
invention, in the context of a multi-server computer system. 

FIG. 3 is a bar graph illustrating a non-ideal distribution of 
power to the target system of FIG. 2 at an instant in time. "Method, System, and Calibration Technique for Power Mea-

45 
surement and Management Over Multiple Time Frames." FIG. 4 is a bar graph illustrating a more suitable apportion­

ment of available power in the six-server target system for the 
instantaneous loading in FIG. 3. 

Improved ways of managing power are needed to accom­
modate the increasing demands placed on server systems. It 
would be desirable to improve the power handling capabili­
ties of server systems, so that increasingly powerful and dense 
systems would continue to be reliably operated within the 
constraints of available power. Furthermore, it would be 
desirable to operate server systems in manner that that does 
not unduly restrict operations within the capacity of the sys­
tem. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

In a first embodiment, a method of managing power in a 
processing system is provided. A net power limit is provided 
to a plurality of devices within the processing system. Power 
consumption of each device is detected. The net power limit 
is dynamically apportioned among the plurality of devices 
according to each device's detected power consumption. 
Each apportioned power limit is communicated to an associ­
ated one of a plurality oflocal controllers. Each local control­
ler is coupled to an associated one of the plurality of devices. 

FIG. 5 is a flowchart outlining a method of managing 
50 power in a computer system according to the invention. 

55 

FIG. 6 is a schematic diagram of a computer system that 
may be configured for managing power in a target system of 
devices according to the invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

The present invention provides improved systems and 
methods for managing power in a processing system having 

60 multiple components or devices, such as in a multi-server 
computer system. Embodiments of the invention are particu­
larly suitable for management of power in rack-based com­
puter system, such as blade server systems and in data centers. 
The invention includes methods for budgeting the use of 

65 power from a limited power supply by detecting the power 
consumption of multiple devices ( e.g. servers) in a processing 
system, and dynamically apportioning a net power limit 
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among the devices according to their detected power con­
sumption. This provides each device with power according to 
the needs of that device at any given moment, while main­
taining net power consumption within a net power limit. 
Benefits of managing power according to the invention 
include increased efficiency, along with an associated reduc­
tion in operation costs, heat production, and noise. 

According to one embodiment, a method of managing 
power in a processing system is provided. A "target system" 
is selected for which power is to be managed. The target 
system may be, for example, an entire datacenter, one or more 
rack-based server systems in a datacenter, or a subsystem 
thereof. The target system includes a plurality of "devices" 
powered by a shared power supply. For example, in a rack­
based server system having a plurality of servers, blowers, 
switches, power supplies, and other support modules, the 
selected target system may be the plurality of servers. A 
global ("net") power limit is selected for the target system. 
The net power limit may be selected by a system designer, a 
system operator (user), or by hardware and/or software. The 
net power limit may be imposed, for example, to limit oper­
ating costs, heat, or sound levels generated by the target 
system. The net power limit is apportioned among the devices 
of the target system according to their respective power con­
sumption. 

4 
limit is evenly apportioned among the devices of the target 
system in such a way that every device has about the same 
power margin at any given moment. If the circumstance arises 
that the net power consumption of the target system exceeds 

5 the net power limit, the MM may respond by lowering the net 
power limit, to effectively impose a "negative" power margin 
or overhead on some or all of the devices of the target system, 
wherein the apportioned power limit for the devices is less 
than the power consumption detected prior to the imposition 

10 of the negative overhead. The BMC may respond to the impo­
sition of negative overhead in such a contingency by throt­
tling the servers and/or memory to reduce the power con­
sumption of each device to within its apportioned power limit. 

The invention may be applied to a rack-based server system 
15 environment. FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a rack-based 

server system ("computer system") 10 to which power may 
be managed according to the invention. The computer system 
10 includes an enclosure 11 with an optional grillwork 19. 
The enclosure 11 houses a plurality of system devices, includ-

20 ing a plurality of servers 12. Each server 12 is typically one 
node of the computer system 10. Generally, a node is a device 
connected as part of a computer network. A node may include 
not only servers, but other devices of a computer system, such 
as a router or a memory module. 

25 Each server 12 may include one or more processors. A 
processor typically includes one or more microchip, which 
may be a "CPU," and which is a device in a digital computer 
that interprets instructions and processes data contained in 
computer programs. The servers 12 may also include hard 

30 drives and memory to service one or more common or inde­
pendent networks. The servers 12 are shown as "blade" type 
servers, although the invention is also useful with other types 
of rack-mounted server systems, as well as other types of 
computer systems and electronic equipment. Numerous other 

According to another embodiment, a power-regulated pro­
cessing system is provided. A power management module 
(MM) apportions a net power limit among the devices of a 
target system. Each device may include an associated "local 
controller" for monitoring and controlling power to the 
device. The power management module and the local con­
trollers may work in tandem to control the distribution of 
power to the servers according to the needs of the servers, as 
may be determined according to the real-time power con­
sumption of the servers. The local controller typically 
includes a precision measurement and feedback control sys­
tem that may be implemented, for example, using a hard, 
real-time function running on the BMC. Each local controller 
communicates information regarding the power consumption 
ofits associated device to the management module. The man­
agement module apportions the net power limit among the 
devices according to their present power consumption and 
communicates the apportioned power limits to the local con­
trollers. The local controller enforces the apportioned power 
limits on behalf of the MM. Thus, net power to the target 45 

system is maintained within the net power limit, while power 

35 electronic devices are typically housed within the enclosure 
11, such as a power management module 15, a power supply 
module 16, at least one blower 17, and a switch module 18. 
The multiple servers 12 may share the power management 
module 15, power supply module 16, blower 17, switchmod-

40 ule 18, and other support modules. Connectors couple the 
servers 12 with the support modules to reduce wiring require­
ments and facilitate installation and removal of the servers 12. 
For instance, each server 12 may couple with a gigabit Eth­
ernet network via the switch module 18. The enclosure 11 
may couple the servers 12 to the Ethernet network without 
connecting individual cables directly to each server. Multiple 
rack server systems like the computer system 10 are often 
grouped together in a data center. 

to each device is individually maintained within its dynami­
cally apportioned power limit. Typically, the management 
module will determine which device( s) have excess allocated 
power, and the associated local controllers ( at the direction of 50 

the MM) would reclaim an excess portion of the allocated 
power before redistributing that reclaimed power among the 
devices. In other embodiments, however, power limits may be 
reclaimed from the device(s) having excess power margins 
and substantially simultaneously redistributed among the 55 

devices without substantially exceeding the net power limit at 
any instant. 

The servers 12 and other devices generate heat within the 
computer system 10. In particular, each server 12 consumes 
power and produces heat, which may be a function of numer­
ous factors, such as the amount of load placed on its 
processor( s) ("processor load"). Processor load generally 
relates to computational throughput, and is typically tied to 
factors such as processor speed, clock speed, bus speed, the 
number of individual processors recruited for performing a 
task, and so forth. Thus, processor performance metrics such 
as MIPS ("million instructions per second") or teraflops may 
be used to describe processor load. The amount of processor 

Under usual operating conditions, the net power limit may 
be sufficient to dynamically apportion each device a power 
limit in excess of its power consumption. This results in a 
positive "power margin" or "overhead," which is the differ­
ence between a device's apportioned power limit and its 
power consumption. Because the amount of power consumed 
by each device is typically dynamic, the apportioned power 
limit for each device is also dynamic. One approach that may 
be implemented is to provide each device with at least a 
selected minimum power margin. Typically, the net power 

60 load may also be characterized in terms of a processor's 
maximum processing capacity, such as "percentage of full 
processor utilization." The percent utilization of a group of 
processors may be expressed in terms of the combined pro­
cessing capacity of the multiple processors. For example, at 

65 an instant in time, a hypothetical three-processor server may 
have a first processor operating at 33%, a second processor 
operating at 50%, and a third processor operating at 67%, 
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with an overall/average processor utilization for the server of 
50%. The load on processors is typically dynamic, so the 
percent utilization, itself, may be expressed instantaneously 
or as an average utilization over time. 

Techniques for reducing power consumption include 5 

selectively "throttling" the processor(s), placing subsystems 
into power-saving modes of operation, or powering off 
unused circuitry. Other examples of reducing processor load 
are reducing a clock frequency or operating voltage of one or 
more of the CPUs, or introducing wait or hold states into the 10 

activity of the CPUs. Thus, both net processor load and indi­
vidual processor load may be controlled. Although there may 

6 
ing it among the devices. Thus, net power to the target system 
30 is maintained within thenetpowerlimit37, while power to 
each server 32 is individually maintained within its appor-
tioned power limit P N 

The power management module 38, working in tandem 
with the local controllers 34, efficiently budgets power within 
the net power limit 37. Rather than inefficiently and arbi­
trarily providing equal power limits to each server 32, power 
is dynamically apportioned to the servers 32 according to 
their real-time power consumption. Thus, for example, avail­
able power may be re-allocated from lesser-demanding serv­
ers to higher-demanding servers, while maintaining net 
power consumption of the target system 30 within the net 
power limit 37. The power management module 38 dynami­
cally apportions power to the servers 32 so that power caps 
imposed by the local controllers 34 on their associated servers 
32 are assured on a millisecond timescale, to prevent over­
current trips on power supplies that would otherwise bring 

be some correlation between processor load and power con­
sumption in a given system, power consumption is not a 
well-defined function of processor load. There are many 15 

cases where power consumption may be completely different 
when processor load appears to be 100%, for example. This is 
because of the behaviors of the underlying microarchitec­
tures, transistor variability on a per-chip basis, and many 
other complex factors that affect power consumption. 20 

down the entire group of servers 32. 

FIG. 2 is a schematic diagram of a representative embodi­
ment of a power-managed target system 30 according to the 
invention, in the context of a multi-server computer system. 
The target system 30 includes a number "N" of servers 32. 
Each server 32 includes one or more processors or CPUs 31 25 

and memory 33. The memory 33 may be, for example, a four 
slot-per-channel 533 MHz DDR2. A power supply 36 sup­
plies power to the target system 30 and is shared among the 
servers 32. A suitable power supply is not limited to a single, 
unitary power module. For example, the power supply 36 may 30 

comprise multiple power modules, which, collectively, sup­
ply all the power needed by the target system. Each server 32 
also includes an associated local controller 34 for monitoring 
and controlling power to the server 32. The local controller 
typically includes a precision measurement and feedback 35 

control system that may be implemented, for example, using 
a hard, real-time function running on a BMC. Each local 
controller 34 may control power to its associated server 32. 
For example, the local controller 34 may dynamically throttle 
or adjust its processor(s) 31 and/or its memory 33. The local 40 

controllers 34, by virtue of the BMC, are capable of adjusting 
power on a millisecond time scale, as a hard, real-time pro­
portional control system. 

A power management module 38 is provided for appor­
tioning a net power limit (P NEr) 37 among the servers 32. The 45 

apportionment of power is illustrated in the figure by a rep­
resentative, dynamic power distribution 39, wherein each 
server 32 is allocated an individual power limit labeled in the 
figure as P 1 through P N The power management module 38 
works in tandem with the local controllers 34 to control the 50 

distribution of power from the shared power supply 36 to the 
servers 32 according to their needs, as may be determined 
from the real-time power consumption of the servers 32. Each 
local controller 34 communicates information regarding the 
power consumption of its associated device 32 to the man- 55 

agement module 38. The management module 38, in tum, 
apportions the net power limit among the servers 32 consid­
ering their power consumption and communicates the appor­
tioned power limits to the local controllers 34. The local 
controllers 34 enforce the apportioned power limits for each 60 

of their associated servers 32 on behalfof the power manage­
ment module 38. Typically, the management module 38 will 
determine which server(s) 32 have excess allocated power, 
and the associated local controllers 34 ( at the direction of the 
power management module 38) are instructed by the man- 65 

agement module to reclaim an excess portion of the allocated 
power before the management module can begin redistribut-

FIG. 3 is a bar graph 40 graphically illustrating a simpli­
fied, hypothetical distribution of power to the target system 30 
of FIG. 2 at an instant in time. In this example, the target 
system 30 includes six of the servers 32 (N=6), whose loading 
parameters at the instant in time are represented by six verti­
cal bars. Each server 32 has a maximum power capacity 
(P MAX), which may vary from server to server. For the pur­
pose of this example, a net power limit is assumed to be 
evenly distributed among the servers 32 at the instant in time, 
providing each server 32 with substantially the same power 
limit PL (PL <P MAX). This equal allocation of available power 
is illustrated graphically by vertical bars of equal height. Each 
local controller 34 maintains power consumption P, (the 
shaded portion of the six vertical bars) of its associated server 
32 within its individual power limit PD such that P,<PL. The 
power consumption may be monitored in terms of instanta-
neous value of P,, a time-averaged value of P, over a pre­
scribed time interval, and/or a peak value of P,. Time-aver­
aged values of P, may be computed for time intervals of 
between about 1 millisecond and 2 seconds. 

The instantaneous distribution of power described in FIG. 
3 is not ideal, and in most cases can be avoided by implement­
ing the invention. All of the servers in the loading of FIG. 3 
have the same power limit PD despite the fact that each server 
is consuming a different amount of power at the instant in 
time. For example, the server represented by vertical bar 46 is 
consuming comparatively little power (P,), while the server 
represented by vertical bar 42 is consuming a large amount of 
power in comparison, but they each have the same PL. The 
invention may rectify this inefficient allocation of the net 
power limit by dynamically apportioning the net power limit 
PNEr among the servers. The method may be used, for 
example, to redistribute power limits among the servers 
according to their detected power consumption. By dynami­
cally apportioning the net power limit on a sufficiently small 
time scale, such as on the order of milliseconds, the servers 
may be continuously provided with substantially equal over­
heads, for example, without exceeding the net power limit. 
Typically, power would first be reclaimed from the device(s) 
that have excess allocated power, before the net power limit is 
redistributed among the devices. This may more reliably 
avoid briefly or instantaneously exceeding the net power limit 
during the step of redistributing the net power limit. In some 
systems, however, power may be reclaimed from the 
device(s) having excess power and substantially simulta­
neously redistributed among the devices with sufficient reli­
ability to not exceed the net power limit at any instant. 
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FIG. 4 is a bar graph illustrating a more suitable apportion­
ment of available power in the six-server target system for the 
instantaneous loading in FIG. 3. The net power limit P NErand 
the individual power consumption P, of the servers 32 is the 
same as in FIG. 3. However, the net power limit PNErhas been 
apportioned among the servers according to the invention, to 
provide each server with substantially the same overhead 
("power margin") 50. Thus, the power limit PL for the server 
46 has been reduced, while the power limit PL for the server 
42 has been increased, giving the servers 42, 46 substantially 
equal overheads 50. The power consumption P, for each 
server is typically dynamic, changing over time. Therefore, 
the net power limit may be dynamically apportioned among 
the servers to account for the dynamic power consumption P,. 
The increased power limit PL for server 42 allows the server to 
handle greater processing loads before the local controller 
would need to take action toward limiting the load. 

A number of "trigger conditions" may optionally be 
selected to trigger an apportionment of power limits in a 
target system. Still referring to FIG. 4, one optional trigger 
condition may be when the power margin for one or more 
server is less than a selected minimum power margin 51. A 
system may retain the apportionment of power shown in FIG. 
4 until the power consumption P, of one or more of the servers 
increases to a level at which the power margin 50 is less than 
the selected minimum power margin 51. This example of a 
trigger condition is dependent on power consumption P,. 

Power limits may alternatively be regularly apportioned at 
selected time intervals. Thus, the passage of a selected time 
interval is another example of a trigger condition that may be 
chosen for triggering the apportionment of the net power 
limit. The time interval may be a precise function of the power 
distribution hierarchy in a target system and the power con­
version devices at each level of that hierarchy. For a fuse on a 
line cord, the response time to stay within a power limit is 
measured in intervals of between 100s of milliseconds up to 
about 2 seconds, depending on the rating of the fuse. A line 
cord feeds bulk power supplies for servers. The bulk power 
supply has an overcurrent level that is typically specified on 
the order of a few 1 Os of milliseconds. For example, a BC-1 
power supply may shut down after, e.g., 20 ms of overcurrent. 
The voltage regulator modules (VRM), which are powered by 
the bulk power supply, can enter overcurrent scenarios on the 
order of single-millisecond time scales. 

8 
target system or its devices. Alternatively, the net power may 
be limited by the maximum available power of the power 
supplies used to power the target system. The power con­
sumption of the devices in the target system is detected and 

5 monitored in step 106. 
An overriding consideration when managing power in the 

target system is whether the net power limit is sufficient to 
power the target system. Therefore, conditional step 108 
determines whether the net power limit is ample to provide a 

10 desired overhead to all of the devices based on their power 
consumption detected in step 106. If sufficient power is not 
available to provide the desired overhead, then evasive action 
may be taken in step 110. Evasive action broadly encom­
passes any of a number of actions that may be used to avoid 

15 problems such as system or component failure, loss of data, 
inadvertent halting or improper shutting down of devices, and 
so forth. The evasive action will typically encompass tempo­
rarily reducing the net power limit and apportioning the 
reduced net power limit among the devices accordingly. This 

20 may impose a negative overhead as compared to the amount 
of power the servers would normally want to consume based 
on their loading. However, the local controllers provided to 
each server will enforce the reduced overhead on the servers, 
ensuring the systems would all continue to operate normally, 

25 albeit at some reduced performance due to clock throttling, 
DVFS, or some other power saving technique used to satisfy 
the reduced power budget. In rare instances, evasive action 
may optionally include properly shutting down the target 
system or a device or subsystem thereof. The system admin-

30 istrator may also be alerted of a potential fault so that correc­
tive action may be taken. 

Assuming the net power limit is sufficient according to 
conditional step 108, the target system may be monitored for 
a "trigger condition" in step 112 for triggering apportionment 

35 of the net power limit in the target system in step 114. Typi­
cally, the trigger condition is the passage of a selected time 
interval. The net power limit may be dynamically apportioned 
at regular intervals, to ensure continued operation of the 
devices within each of their apportioned power limits. 

40 Depending on the system, a time interval may be between as 
short as a single millisecond and as long as about two seconds. 
Alternative trigger conditions may be selected for a system 
according to the desired power margins on one or more of the 
devices. 

Typically, the management module will determine which 
device(s) have excess allocated power, and the associated 
local controllers (at the direction of the MM) would reclaim 
an excess portion of the allocated power before that power is 
redistributing among the devices. In other embodiments, 

FIG. 5 is a flowchart outlining a method of managing 45 

power in a computer system according to the invention. In 
step 100 a target system is identified. One example of a target 
system is a rack-based server system having multiple server 
blades. Another example of a target system is an entire data 
center, wherein each "device" to be managed may include an 
entire rack of server blades. Other examples of power-man­
aged target system will be apparent to one skilled in the art in 
view of this disclosure. 

50 however, power may be reclaimed from the device(s) having 
excess power and substantially simultaneously redistributed 
among the devices with a sufficient degree of reliability not to 
exceed the net power limit at any instant. 

Once the target system has been identified, various system 
parameters may be determined in step 102. Examples of 
relevant system parameters include the power rating of a 
shared power supply used to power the devices, the maximum 
power capacity of each device, the maximum safe operating 
temperature of the target system or of the devices individu­
ally, limitations on the cost of operating the target system, and 
sound level restrictions imposed by a standards body. 

A net power limit provided for the target system in step 104 
may be selected by the power management module or by a 
user. The net power limit may be determined, in part, accord­
ing to the system parameters identified in step 102. For 
example, the net power limit may be selected to limit the 
operating temperature, sound level, and cost of operating the 

The limitations of the target system and its devices may 
55 affect how power is apportioned in the target system. Condi­

tional step 116 takes into account the power consumption of 
the devices and the apportionment of power, to determine 
when the desired power limit apportioned to any of the 
devices would exceed the maximum operating capacity. If the 

60 desired apportionment does exceed the physical parameters 
of any of the devices, then evasive action may be taken as 
broadly indicated in step 110. As in the case of insufficient 
overhead (conditional step 108), the evasive action taken is 
typically to lower the net power limit generally and/or indi-

65 vidually reduce the overhead on each device. This may be a 
short-term response to the situation, followed by shutting 
down one or more of the devices in a manner that does not 
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cause a running application to fail. Fortunately, no cata­
strophic problems are likely to occur unless power consump­
tion of the system had reached a "line feed limit," which is 
unlikely on responsibly managed systems. For example, a 
serious problem could occur if a line feed had a 24 kWatt limit 
and two blade centers had their power supplies hooked up to 
the common line feed. If the power consumption of all the 
servers in the two blade centers exceeded the 24 kWatt line 
feed limit, the circuit breaker on that line feed would pop, and 
all the servers would immediately crash. 

It should be recognized that the invention may take the 
form of an embodiment containing hardware and/or software 
elements. Non-limiting examples of software include firm­
ware, resident software, and microcode. More generally, the 
invention can take the form of a computer program product 
accessible from a computer-readable medium providing pro­
gram code for use by or in connection with a computer or any 
instruction execution system. For the purposes of this 
description, a computer-usable or computer readable medium 
can be any apparatus that can contain, store, communicate, 
propagate or transport the program for use by or in connection 
with the instruction execution system, apparatus or device. 

10 
in ROM 224, containing the basic routines that help to trans­
fer information between elements within computer system 
220, such as during start-up. 

Computer system 220 further includes a hard disk drive 
5 235 for reading from and writing to a hard disk 227, a mag­

netic disk drive 228 for reading from or writing to a remov­
able magnetic disk 229, and an optical disk drive 230 for 
reading from or writing to a removable optical disk 231 such 
as a CD-R, CD-RW, DV-R, or DV-RW. Hard disk drive 235, 

10 magnetic disk drive 228, and optical disk drive 230 are con­
nected to system bus 223 by a hard disk drive interface 232, a 
magnetic disk drive interface 233, and an optical disk drive 
interface 234, respectively. Although the exemplary environ­
ment described herein employs hard disk 227, removable 

15 magnetic disk 229, and removable optical disk 231, it should 
be appreciated by those skilled in the art that other types of 
computer readable media which can store data that is acces­
sible by a computer, such as magnetic cassettes, flash memory 
cards, digital video disks, Bernoulli cartridges, RAMs, 

20 ROMs, USB Drives, and the like, may also be used in the 
exemplary operating environment. The drives and their asso­
ciated computer readable media provide nonvolatile storage 
of computer-executable instructions, data structures, pro­
gram modules, and other data for computer system 220. For 

25 example, the operating system 240 and application programs 
236 may be stored in the RAM 225 and/or hard disk 227 of the 
computer system 220. 

The medium can be an electronic, magnetic, optical, elec­
tromagnetic, infrared, or semiconductor system ( or apparatus 
or device) or a propagation medium. Examples of a computer­
readable medium include a semiconductor or solid state 
memory, magnetic tape, a removable computer diskette, a 
random access memory (RAM), a read-only memory (ROM), 
a rigid magnetic disk and an optical disk. Current examples of 30 

optical disks include compact disk-read only memory (CD­
ROM), compact disk-read/write (CD-R/W), and DVD. 

A user may enter commands and information into com­
puter system 220 through input devices, such as a keyboard 
255 and a mouse 242. Other input devices (not shown) may 
include a microphone,joystick, game pad, touch pad, satellite 
dish, scarmer, or the like. These and other input devices are 
often connected to processing unit 222 through a USB (uni-A data processing system suitable for storing and/or 

executing program code typically includes at least one pro­
cessor coupled directly or indirectly to memory elements 
through a system bus. The memory elements can include local 
memory employed during actual execution of the program 
code, bulk storage, and cache memories that provide tempo­
rary storage of at least some program code in order to reduce 
the number of times code must be retrieved from bulk storage 
during execution. 

Input/output (I/O) devices such as keyboards, displays, or 
pointing devices can be coupled to the system, either directly 

35 versa! serial bus) 246 that is coupled to the system bus 223, 
but may be connected by other interfaces, such as a serial port 
interface, a parallel port, game port, or the like. A display 
device 247 may also be connected to system bus 223 via an 
interface, such as a video adapter 248. In addition to the 

40 
monitor, personal computers typically include other periph­
eral output devices (not shown), such as speakers and print-
ers. 

The computer system 220 may operate in a networked 
environment using logical connections to one or more remote 
computers 249. each of the one or more remote computers 
249 may be another personal computer, a server, a client, a 
router, a network PC, a peer device, a mainframe, a personal 
digital assistant, an internet-connected mobile telephone or 
other common network node. While a remote computer 249 

or through intervening I/O controllers. Network adapters may 45 
also be used to allow the data processing system to couple to 
other data processing systems or remote printers or storage 
devices, such as through intervening private or public net­
works. Modems, cable modems, Ethernet cards, and wireless 
network adapters are examples of network adapters. 50 typically includes many or all of the elements described 

above relative to the computer system 220, only a memory 
storage device 250 has been illustrated in FIG. 6. The logical 
connections depicted in the figure include a local area net­
work (LAN) 251 and a wide area network (WAN) 252. Such 

FIG. 6 is a schematic diagram of a computer system gen­
erally indicated at 220 that may be configured for managing 
power in a target system of devices according to the invention. 
The computer system 220 may be a general-purpose comput­
ing device in the form of a conventional computer system 220. 
The computer system 220 may, itself, include the target sys­
tem for which power is to be managed. Alternatively, the 
computer system 220 may be external to the target system. 
Generally, computer system 220 includes a processing unit 
221, a system memory 222, and a system bus 223 that couples 
various system devices, including the system memory 222 to 
processing unit 221. System bus 223 may be any of several 
types of bus structures including a memory bus or memory 
controller, a peripheral bus, and a local bus using any of a 
variety of bus architectures. The system memory includes a 
read only memory (ROM) 224 and random access memory 
(RAM) 225.A basic input/output system (BIOS) 226 is stored 

55 networking environments are commonplace in offices, enter­
prise-wide computer networks, intranets, and the internet 

When used in a LAN networking environment, the com­
puter system 220 is often connected to the local area network 
251 through a network interface or adapter 253. When used in 

60 a WAN networking environment, the computer system 220 
typically includes a modem 254 or other means for establish­
ing high-speed communications over WAN 252, such as the 
internet Modem 254, which may be internal or external, is 
connected to system bus 223 via USB interface 246. In a 

65 networked environment, program modules depicted relative 
to computer system 220, or portions thereof, may be stored in 
the remote memory storage device 250. It will be appreciated 
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that the network connections shown are exemplary and other 
means of establishing a communications link between the 
computers may be used. 

12 
using each local controller to limit the amount of power to 

the associated device within the apportioned power limit 
of that local controller. 

2. The method of claim 1, further comprising dynamically 
apportioning the net power limit at a selected time interval. 

3. The method of claim 2, wherein the selected time inter­
val is between about 1 ms and 2 s. 

4. The method of claim 1, further comprising: 
selecting a minimum power margin for each device; and 
dynamically apportioning the net power limit to provide 

each device with at least its selected minimum power 
margin. 

Program modules may be stored on hard disk 227, optical 
disk 231, ROM 224, RAM 225, or even magnetic disk 229. 5 

The program modules may include portions of an operating 
system 240, application programs 236, or the like. A system 
parameter database 238 may be included, which may contain 
parameters of the computer system 220 and its many nodes 
and other devices, such as the devices of the target system, 10 

along with their maximum operating capacities, maximum 
operating temperatures, and so forth that may be relevant to 
the management of power in the target system. A user pref­
erences database 239 may also be included, which may con­
tain parameters and procedures for how to apportion power 
among various devices of the target system, including any 
trigger conditions that may be used to initiate re-apportion­
ment of power. The user preferences database 239 may also 
include, for example, a user preference designating whether 
power is to be apportioned evenly among the devices. 

5. The method of claim 1, wherein the net power limit is 

15 
less than a line feed limit. 

6. The method of claim 1, further comprising selectively 
throttling one or both of a processor and a memory module 
included with the associated device. 

7. A computer program product comprising computer 

20 usable program code embodied on a computer usable storage 
medium for managing power in a computer system, the com­
puter program product including computer usable program 
code for: 

Aspects of the present invention may be implemented in 
the form of an application program 236. Application program 
236 may be informed by or otherwise associated with system 
parameter database 238 and/or user preference database 239. 
The application program 236 generally comprises computer- 25 

executable instructions for managing power in the target sys­
tem according to the invention. 

The terms "comprising," "including," and "having," as 
used in the claims and specification herein, shall be consid­
ered as indicating an open group that may include other 30 

elements not specified. The terms "a," "an," and the singular 
forms of words shall be taken to include the plural form of the 
same words, such that the terms mean that one or more of 
something is provided. The term "one" or "single" may be 
used to indicate that one and only one of something is 35 

intended. Similarly, other specific integer values, such as 
"two," may be used when a specific number of things is 
intended. The terms "preferably," "preferred," "prefer," 
"optionally," "may," and similar terms are used to indicate 
that an item, condition or step being referred to is an optional 40 

(not required) feature of the invention. 
While the invention has been described with respect to a 

limited number of embodiments, those skilled in the art, 
having benefit of this disclosure, will appreciate that other 
embodiments can be devised which do not depart from the 45 

scope of the invention as disclosed herein. Accordingly, the 
scope of the invention should be limited only by the attached 
claims. 

What is claimed is: 
1. A method of managing power in a processing system, 

comprising: 
providing a net power limit to a plurality of devices within 

the processing system; 
detecting power consumption for each of the plurality of 

devices; 

50 

55 

dynamically apportioning the net power limit among the 
plurality of devices according to their detected power 
consumption to provide substantially equal power mar- 60 

gins to the devices, wherein the power margin of each 
device is the difference between the apportioned power 
limit of the device and the power consumption of the 
device; 

communicating each apportioned power limit to an asso- 65 

ciated one of a plurality oflocal controllers each coupled 
to an associated one of the plurality of devices; and 

providing a net power limit to a plurality of devices within 
the processing system; 

detecting power consumption for each of the plurality of 
devices; 

dynamically apportioning the net power limit among the 
plurality of devices according to their detected power 
consumption to provide substantially equal power mar­
gins to the devices, wherein the power margin of each 
device is the difference between the apportioned power 
limit of the device and the power consumption of the 
device; 

communicating each apportioned power limit to an asso­
ciated one of a plurality oflocal controllers each coupled 
to an associated one of the plurality of devices; and 

powering the associated device within its apportioned 
power limit. 

8. The computer program product of claim 7, further com­
prising computer usable program code for dynamically 
apportioning the net power limit at a selected time interval. 

9. The computer program product of claim 8, wherein the 
selected time interval is between about 1 ms and 2 s. 

10. The computer program product of claim 7, further 
comprising: 

computer usable program code for selecting a minimum 
power margin for each device; and 

computer usable program code for dynamically apportion­
ing the net power limit to provide each device with at 
least its selected minimum power margin. 

11. The computer program product of claim 7, wherein the 
net power limit is less than a line feed limit. 

12. The computer program product of claim 7, further 
comprising computer usable program code for selectively 
throttling one or both of a processor and a memory module 
included with the associated device. 

13. A power-controlled processing system, comprising: 
a plurality of electronic devices; 
a shared power supply coupled to the devices for supplying 

power to the devices; 
a plurality of local controllers, each coupled to an associ­

ated one of the electronic devices for detecting power 
consumption of the associated device, outputting power 
consumption signals representative of the detected 
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power consumption, and selectively controlling power 
to the associated device within an apportioned power 
limit; and 

a power management module in electronic communication 
with the plurality of local controllers for receiving the 5 

power consumption signals, apportioning a net power 
limit according to the detected power consumption to 
provide substantially equal power margins to the 
devices, wherein the power margin of each device is the 

10 
difference between the apportioned power limit of the 
device and the power consumption of the device, and 
communicating each apportioned power limit to the 
local controller of the associated device. 

14 
15. The power-controlled processing system of claim 13, 

wherein the power management module is configured to 
apportion the net power limit at a selected time interval of 
between about 1 ms and 2 s. 

16. The power-controlled processing system of claim 13, 
wherein the shared supply comprises one or more power 
supply modules. 

17. The power-controlled processing system of claim 13, 
wherein the plurality of devices comprise a plurality of serv­
ers in a rack-based server system. 

18. The power-controlled processing system of claim 13, 
wherein the power management module is configured to 
reduce the net power limit in response to a net power con­
sumption exceeding the net power limit or in response to a 

14. The power-controlled processing system of claim 13, 
wherein each local controller comprises a service processor 
configured for selectively throttling one or both of a processor 
and a memory on the associated device. 

15 power margin of one or more of the devices being less than a 
predetermined minimum power margin. 

* * * * * 
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