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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
DISTRICT OF DELAWARE 

FUEL AUTOMATION STATION, LLC 

Plaintiff, 

v. 

COMANCHE GAS SOLUTIONS, LLC 

Defendant. 

§
§
§
§
§
§
§
§
§
§

Civil Action No. __________ 

JURY TRIAL DEMANDED 

COMPLAINT FOR PATENT INFRINGEMENT 

This is an action for patent infringement in which Plaintiff, Fuel Automation Station, 

LLC (“FAS”), complains against Defendant, Comanche Gas Solutions, LLC (“Comanche”), and 

alleges as follows: 

PARTIES 

1. FAS is a limited liability company organized and existing under the laws of the

State of Michigan, with a principal office at 24501 Ecorse Road, Taylor, Michigan, 48180. 

2. FAS is comprised of one member, Simon Group Holdings I, LLC, which is

organized under the laws of the State of Michigan and has its principal place of business within 

the State of Michigan.  

3. The sole member of Simon Group Holdings I, LLC is the Sam R. Simon Trust.

The sole trustee and beneficiary of the Sam R. Simon Trust is Sam R. Simon, a Michigan 

resident. 

4. Comanche is a limited liability company organized and existing under the laws of

the State of Delaware, with a principal office at 303 Industrial Boulevard, Comanche, Texas 

76442. 

5. On information and belief, the sole member of Comanche is Michael Brown, a
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Kansas resident.  

JURISDICTION AND VENUE 

6. This Court has original subject matter jurisdiction over the claims in this action 

pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1331 (federal question), § 1332 (diversity), and § 1338 (patents). 

7. Comanche is subject to personal jurisdiction in this Court because Comanche is 

incorporated in Delaware. 

8. Venue is proper in this judicial district as to Comanche under 28 U.S.C. § 

1391(b)(1) and (c)(2) and 28 U.S.C. § 1400(b).  

 
BACKGROUND 

9. FAS manufactures and provides services related to an automated frac fuel 

delivery system known as the Fuel Automation Station (“FAS Equipment”). 

10. The FAS Equipment is engineered to fuel multiple pieces of fracking equipment 

simultaneously, boosting operational efficiency while eliminating spills, hazards and downtime. 

11. FAS protected its technology by filing patent applications, resulting in the 

issuance of patents related to this technology. 

12. FAS commercializes products that practice the inventions claimed in the asserted 

patent. 

13. Comanche is a competitor of FAS and is also in the business of providing services 

related to an automated frac fuel delivery system, as shown in its website: 
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14. Comanche also offers a brochure through its website that explains the Comanche 

fuel distribution system. That brochure is attached to this Complaint as Exhibit 1. 

15. The fuel distribution system shown in Exhibit 1 and made, used, and sold in the 

United States by Comanche includes, among other things, a mobile trailer, a pump on the trailer, 

manifolds on the trailer, reels on the trailer, hoses connected with the reels, valves on the trailer, 

fluid level sensors associated with each hose, a controller configured to open and close each 

valve and activate and deactivate the pump, and an aisle walkway down the middle of the mobile 

trailer and having reels on each side. 

16. On June 18, 2021, FAS sent to Comanche a letter asking Comanche to cease 

using without permission the inventions set forth in these automated fueling system patents: U.S. 

Patent Nos. 10,815,118, 10,494,251, 10,513,426, and 10,974,955.  
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17. Along with that letter, FAS sent to Comanche a claim chart that compared the 

claims in certain of FAS’s patents with Comanche’s automated fueling system. That claim chart 

is attached as Exhibit 6. 

18. Comanche knew of these asserted patents at least as of the date that it received 

this June 18, 2021 letter. 

19. In that letter, FAS asked for a response by July 1, 2021.  

20. Comanche did not respond to the letter by July 1, 2021.  

21. As of the filing of this Complaint, Comanche had not responded to FAS’s letter.  

THE ASSERTED PATENTS 
 

22. FAS is the assignee of a number of patents relating to automated fueling for 

fracturing systems. The asserted patents in this lawsuit are U.S. Patent Nos. 10,815,118, 

10,494,251, 10,513,426, and 10,974,955.  

23. On October 27, 2020, the United States Patent and Trademark Office duly and 

lawfully issued United States Patent No. 10,815,118 (“the ‘118 patent”), entitled “Mobile 

Distribution Station Having Sensor Communication Lines Routed With Hoses.” A true and 

correct copy of the ‘118 patent is attached hereto as Exhibit 2. 

24. The ‘118 patent names Ricky Dean Shock as the inventor. 

25. FAS is the owner by assignment of all right, title and interest in the ‘118 

patent. 

26. On December 3, 2019, the United States Patent and Trademark Office duly and 

lawfully issued United States Patent No. 10,494,251 (“the ‘251 patent”), entitled “Mobile 

Distribution Station With Aisle Walkway.” A true and correct copy of the ‘251 patent is attached 

hereto as Exhibit 3. 
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27. The ‘251 patent names Ricky Dean Shock as the inventor. 

28. FAS is the owner by assignment of all right, title and interest in the ‘251 patent. 

29. On December 24, 2019, the United States Patent and Trademark Office duly and 

lawfully issued United States Patent No. 10,513,426 (“the ‘426 patent”), entitled “Mobile 

Distribution Station With Fail-Safes.” A true and correct copy of the ‘426 patent is attached 

hereto as Exhibit 4. 

30. The ‘426 patent names Ricky Dean Shock as the inventor. 

31. FAS is the owner by assignment of all right, title and interest in the ‘426 patent. 

32. On April 13, 2021, the United States Patent and Trademark Office duly and 

lawfully issued United States Patent No. 10,974,955 (“the ‘955 patent”), entitled “Mobile 

Distribution Station For Fluid Dispensing.” A true and correct copy of the ‘955 patent is attached 

hereto as Exhibit 5. 

33. The ‘955 patent names Ricky Dean Shock as the inventor. 

34. FAS is the owner by assignment of all right, title and interest in the ‘955 patent. 

  
COUNT I 

(DIRECT INFRINGEMENT OF U.S. PATENT NO. 10,815,118) 
 

35. FAS incorporates by reference all of the preceding paragraphs as though fully set 

forth herein. 

36. Comanche has directly infringed, literally or under the doctrine of equivalents, at 

least claim 1 of the ‘118 patent by making, using, selling, offering to sell and/or importing into 

the United States, without authority, its automated fueling system described in Exhibit 1.  

COUNT II 
(DIRECT INFRINGEMENT OF U.S. PATENT NO. 10,494,251) 

 
37. FAS incorporates by reference all of the preceding paragraphs as though fully set 
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forth herein. 

38. Comanche has directly infringed, literally or under the doctrine of equivalents, at 

least claims 1 and 11 of the ‘251 patent by making, using, selling, offering to sell and/or 

importing into the United States, without authority, its automated fueling system described in 

Exhibit 1. 

39. An exemplary claim chart based upon publicly available information illustrating 

how Comanche’s system meets each and every limitation of claim 1 of the ‘251 patent is 

attached as Exhibit 6. 

COUNT III 
(DIRECT INFRINGEMENT OF U.S. PATENT NO. 10,513,426) 

 
40. FAS incorporates by reference all of the preceding paragraphs as though fully set 

forth herein. 

41. Comanche has directly infringed, literally or under the doctrine of equivalents, at 

least claims 1 and 11 of the ‘426 patent by making, using, selling, offering to sell and/or 

importing into the United States, without authority, its automated fueling system described in 

Exhibit 1. 

COUNT IV 
(DIRECT INFRINGEMENT OF U.S. PATENT NO. 10,974,955) 

 
42. FAS incorporates by reference all of the preceding paragraphs as though fully set 

forth herein. 

43. Comanche has directly infringed, literally or under the doctrine of equivalents, at 

least claims 1 and 11 of the ‘955 patent by making, using, selling, offering to sell and/or 

importing into the United States, without authority, its automated fueling system described in 

Exhibit 1. 
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DEMAND FOR JURY TRIAL 

44. FAS requests a trial by jury on all claims and issues triable by jury. 

PRAYER FOR RELIEF 

FAS and Comanche are competitors. FAS has suffered substantial damages and will 

suffer severe and irreparable harm as a result of Comanche’s infringement, unless that 

infringement is enjoined by this Court. The threatened injury to FAS outweighs any harm that an 

injunction may cause to Comanche. Injunctive relief would not disserve the public interest under 

these circumstances. 

FAS requests that the Court enter judgment in its favor against Comanche and grant the 

following relief: 

A. A declaration that Comanche has infringed one or more claims of the ‘118, 
‘251, ‘426, and ‘955 patents; 

 
B. A permanent injunction preventing Comanche, as well as its officers, directors, 

agents, servants, assigns, and those in active concert and participation with any 
of them from infringing the  ‘118, ‘251, ‘426, and ‘955 patents. 

 
C. A ruling that this case be found exceptional under 35 U.S.C. § 285, and a 

judgment awarding FAS its reasonable attorneys’ fees and costs incurred in 
prosecuting this action; 

 
D. A judgment that requires Comanche to pay FAS damages under 35 U.S. C. 284, 

including supplemental damages for any continuing post-verdict infringement 
until the entry of final judgment, with an accounting as necessary;  

 
E. A judgment that Comanche’s infringement is willful and award FAS enhanced 

damages under 35 U.S.C. § 284, up to and including trebling FAS’s damages, 
based on Comanche’s willful infringement of the ‘118, ‘251, ‘426, and ‘955 
patents. 

 
F. A judgment and order requiring that in the event a permanent injunction 

preventing further acts of infringement is not granted, that Frac Shack be 
awarded a compulsory ongoing licensing fee;  

 
G. A judgment awarding FAS costs under 28 U.S.C. § 1920; and, 
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H. Such other legal and equitable relief to which FAS is entitled or which the 
Court deems just and proper. 

 
Respectfully Submitted, 

DATED: July 9, 2021     GELLERT SCALI BUSENKELL & BROWN, LLC 
 
      /s/ Charles J. Brown, III    
      Charles J. Brown, III (DE 3368) 
      1201 N. Orange Street, Suite 300 
      Wilmington DE 19801 
      Telephone:302-425-5800 

              cbrown@gsbblaw.com  
 
      and 

      CARLSON, GASKEY & OLDS, PC 
     Steven Susser, Esq. (to be admitted pro hac vice) 

Alex Szypa, Esq. (to be admitted pro hac vice) 
400 W. Maple Rd., Suite 350 
Birmingham, MI 48009 
Telephone: (248) 988-8360 
Facsimile: (248) 988-8363 
ssusser@cgolaw.com 
aszypa@cgolaw.com 
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DRIVING INNOVATION IN 
DUAL FUEL OILFIELD 

SERVICES 

303 Industrial Blvd. 
Comanche, TX 76442 

325-455-3205 
http://comanchegas.com 

DUAL FUEL NATURAL GAS DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM 
 
AUTOMATED DIESEL FUELING SYSTEM 
 
FLUID WEIGHT TANK LEVEL SENSOR 
 
ENHANCED SAFETY FAULTS 
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As the leader in the dual fuel industry, 

Comanche Gas Solutions sees an opportunity 

to leverage natural gas distribution and diesel 

automated fueling technology to fundamentally 

change the way we fuel frac fleets. We bring 

innovative solutions to the market that provide 

better service and significant savings to our 

clients. These improvements streamline fueling 

operations and make safer, more cost-effective 

outcomes. 

  

SERVICE 

We provide an Automated Fueling System 

(AFS) and a Natural Gas Distribution System 

backed with professional support. The AFS has 

27 hose reels per unit to accommodate 

horsepower. The AFS dispenses dyed diesel to 

the pumps, pump down units, and blenders. 

The Total Package Solution provides one 

Technician and one Diesel Operator with a 

Supervisor operating 24/7/365. 

  

AUTOMATED FUELING SYSTEM 

Comanche Gas Solutions sets a new standard 

in the oil & gas industry with disruptive 

technology. The AFS is a modular, self-

contained, and mobile unit designed to 

increase efficiency, safety, and environmental 

integrity. The system allows for consistent fuel 

supply on the frac pad without the intense 

danger of fuel spray. 

  

OPERATIONS 

At Comanche Gas Solutions, our oil field 

services take advantage of value-based 

systems, combined with our in-depth 

understanding of displacement. Our field 

technicians provide service that better 

optimizes dual fuel equipped frac fleets. The 

AFS allows our customers to realize immediate 

diesel displacement data. 

  

 

MAXIMIZE DIESEL SAVINGS 
The total fuel solution presents savings in the following three ways:  

1. Comanche dual fuel kits, natural gas distribution services, and gas conditioning offer up 

to 50% displacement. Thus, diesel expenses are reduced.  

2. Best-in-class service pricing. Packaged with our natural gas distribution services, we aim 

to reduce overall dual fuel service rates by 20%.  

3. Since Comanche is not a fuel supply and logistics service company, Comanche Gas 

Solutions intends to eliminate diesel mark-ups. Fuel supply companies upcharge 

$0.20/gallon over rack price. Therefore, Comanche’s Total Fuel Solution removes any 

margin placed on diesel and diesel exhaust fluid. Diesel provider contract is necessary.  

 
OPERATIONAL EXCELLENCE 
Comanche Gas Solutions’ dedicated team members are committed to providing smarter 

frac site fueling. Our technicians are equipped to ensure best efficiency and safety 

standards. We understand the needs of the frac site to increase pumping hours and reduce 

operating expenses. The Total Fuel Package includes automatic dyed diesel fueling, 

computerized tracking by stage, autonomous clear diesel and diesel exhaust fluid fueling, 

and 24 hour a day experienced personnel. Safety is part of our mission. Comanche Gas 

Solutions AFS is fully open ended and prevents fuel sprays. The AFS monitors tank level 

rise, ambient temperature, and fuel line breakaways. The total fuel service package 

supplies consistent cost-effective fuel supply and consists of enhanced features to prevent 

spills. 

Introducing the Comanche Automated Fueling System. Paired with our Dual Fuel 

Natural Gas Distribution Equipment and Services, the Automated Fueling System 

creates more diesel savings by eliminating fuel markups, reducing overall service 

rates, and optimized displacement.  

GENERATE GREATER  

   WELL COMPLETION EFFICIENCIES  

ADDITIONAL SAFETY FEATURES 

• Command center is equipped with two Emergency Stop Push Buttons (ESD). 
• The AFS has auto fire suppression system in command center that can be activated manually. 
• Preset tank depth maximum to prevent overflow.  
• Breakaway sensing capability detects fuel lines that are pulled away by accident. 
• AFS comes equipped with camera system in the control room. 

 

ALONG WITH INCREASED QUALITY OF SERVICE, TOP TIER 

SAFTEY REMAINS OUR ULTIMATE PRIORITY.  

The Comanche Gas Solutions Automated Fueling System (AFS) dispenses dyed diesel 
automatically via a PLC-driven system to pumping equipment. The dyed diesel fuel is 
dispersed through an electrical ball valve, located on each reel inside the AFS. Each reel is 
equipped with a flow meter for frac pump fuel management. The fuel tank sensors utilize 
wireless telemetry to communicate with the AFS that the tank has reached the appropriate fill 
level. When the tank reaches 20% fuel capacity, the AFS delivers dyed diesel by using two 
one-horsepower motors through the fuel line. When the tank depth achieves 70% fuel 
capacity, the AFS closes the electric ball valve and stops dispensing fuel. 
  

The tank level sensor utilizes a proprietary technology that measures weight/fluid volume in 
the diesel tank which is transmitted back to the command center via radio signal. The tank 
level sensor is flexible and fits in almost any frac pump diesel tank. Unlike other float 
measurement tank sensors, the Comanche tank level sensor has improved measurement 
accuracy and does not experience mechanical failures that lead to overflow.   

SUCCESS IN THE OIL AND GAS INDUSTRY IS MEASURED 

BY PERFORMANCE, PRODUCTION AND PROFITS. 

The AFS concurrently monitors the sensor for a rise in tank level. The AFS includes over 100 
alarms and safety features. If the PLC detects tank levels above a preset maximum, senses 
a drop below a preset minimum, loses signal, realizes a change of state, or perceives a fuel 
line breakaway, the AFS faults and stops delivering fuel. If the temperature rises above 220 
degrees Fahrenheit at any of the tank sensors, the AFS interprets the high ambient 
temperature as a fire and shuts down the entire fueling unit. The fuel lines are fully open 
ended. If a hose is cut, the fuel lines do not spray pressurized diesel into the air. 
 

DIESEL DISPENSED via PLC-DRIVEN 
SYSTEM 

 

 
 

FLUID WEIGHT TANK LEVEL 
SENSOR 

ENHANCED SAFETY 
FAULTS 

YOUR PARTNER 
FOR SUCCESS IN 
DUAL FUEL OILFIELD 
SERVICES. 
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Claim Chart for Infringement of Claim 1 of U.S. Patent No. 10,494,251 

All images and quotes are sourced from the publicly available brochure available at http://comanchegas.com/files/2020/09/Comanche-
AFS-Brochure.pdf. This claim chart is based on publicly available information and is not an exhaustive statement of all the relevant 
facts and law. 

Term of Claim 1 of U.S. Patent No. 
10,494,251 

Accused Product 

A distribution station comprising: “The AFS dispenses dyed diesel to the pumps, pump down units, and blenders.” 

a mobile trailer; 
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2 

a pump on the mobile trailer; “The fuel tank sensors utilize wireless telemetry to communicate with the AFS that the 
tank has reached the appropriate fill level. When the tank reaches 20% fuel capacity, the 
AFS delivers dyed diesel by using two one-horsepower motors through the fuel line.” 

first and second manifolds on the mobile 
trailer and fluidly connected with the 
pump; 

“The fuel tank sensors utilize wireless telemetry to communicate with the AFS that the 
tank has reached the appropriate fill level. When the tank reaches 20% fuel capacity, the 
AFS delivers dyed diesel by using two one-horsepower motors through the fuel line.” 
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a plurality of reels on the mobile trailer; 
 

 
 
“The AFS has 27 hose reels per unit to accommodate horsepower.” 
 
“The dyed diesel fuel is dispersed through an electrical ball valve, located on each reel 
inside the AFS. Each reel is equipped with a flow meter for frac pump fuel management.” 
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a plurality of hoses, each said hose 
connected with a different one of the 
reels, wherein a portion of the reels are 
connected to be fed from the first 
manifold and another portion of the reels 
are connected to be fed from the second 
manifold; 
 

 
“The AFS has 27 hose reels per unit to accommodate horsepower” 
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a plurality of valves on the mobile trailer, 
each said valve situated between one of 
the first or second manifolds and a 
respective different one of the reels; 
 

 
“The fuel tank sensors utilize wireless telemetry to communicate with the AFS that the 
tank has reached the appropriate fill level. When the tank reaches 20% fuel capacity, the 
AFS delivers dyed diesel by using two one-horsepower motors through the fuel line. 
When the tank depth achieves 70% fuel capacity, the AFS closes the electric ball valve 
and stops dispensing fuel.” 
 

a plurality of fluid level sensors, each said 
fluid level sensor being associated with a 
different one of the hoses; and 
 

“The fuel tank sensors utilize wireless telemetry to communicate with the AFS that the 
tank has reached the appropriate fill level. When the tank reaches 20% fuel capacity, the 
AFS delivers dyed diesel by using two one-horsepower motors through the fuel line. 
When the tank depth achieves 70% fuel capacity, the AFS closes the electric ball valve 
and stops dispensing fuel.” 
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a controller configured to individually 
open and close the valves responsive to 
the fluid level sensors. 
 

“The Comanche Gas Solutions Automated Fueling System (AFS) dispenses dyed diesel 
automatically via a PLC-driven system to pumping equipment” 
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(SEE INSTRUCTIONS ON NEXT PAGE OF THIS FORM.)

(EXCEPT IN U.S. PLAINTIFF CASES) (IN U.S. PLAINTIFF CASES ONLY)

(Firm Name, Address, and Telephone Number) (If Known)

(Place an “X” in One Box Only)  (Place an “X” in One Box for Plaintiff
(For Diversity Cases Only)                                                     and One Box for Defendant) 

(U.S. Government Not a Party) or

and
(Indicate Citizenship of Parties in Item III)

(Place an “X” in One Box Only)

(Place an “X” in One Box Only)

(specify)
(Do not cite jurisdictional statutes unless diversity)

(See instructions):

FLUID AUTOMATION STATION, LLC COMANCHE GAS SOLUTIONS, LLC

New Castle

Gellert Scali Busenkell & Brown, LLC, 1201 N. Orange St., 3rd Fl.,
Wilmington DE 19801, Charles J. Brown, III, Esq.

35 U.S.C. § 284

Defendant has infringed upon Plaintiff's patents by selling in the United States its automated fueling system.

07/09/2021 /s/ Charles J. Brown, III (DE 3368)
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