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sy the caller, a hefty bill for that personalized service. Until recently, person-
e wos only offered by AT&T. Now it's offered by most phone companies.
igfe main, are not regulated. And some companies charge an arm and a leg.
ok
@800 Number Several long distance companies are now offering
tmbers, which are basically party fine 800 numbers with cal routing. The
i 0s follows: You dial @ number, e.g. 800-484-1000. A maching answers
teep. You punch in four or five digits on your fouchtone pad. A voice
tthe other end hears the digits, says “Thank you for using MCI” and dials
Wk istonce number which might be 212-691-8215 (mine). The long distance
ging under S5 a month and 15 to 25 cents a minute for the service. The
s ore more expensive than normal 800 lines. One company, MCl, is also
il ME 800 which allows you to change the routing of your personal 800
yith one phone line.
ent A personal agent is a piece of software on your personal computer
ming. It may answer your emails (or at least some of them). It may find
aeh you're looking for. I may schedule appointments for you. The concept
s s 0 secretary anymore. So why not program your computer fo do your
il than done. A software agent is software in the making.
Aren Network See 802.15.7 and PAN.
Juthentication Device P.AD. A portable or fixed device which
s identfication and validation of each user, Used in fraud prevention and
55, Also called  “oken””.
(entral Office Trunk Line Also known as o “private fine.”
ind o PBX 1o access o central office frunk line dedicated to him; also
ol him directly, bypassing the PBX. Such a private line can appear on
yon on electronic PBX phone, or can ferminate on a separate phone. As
yusses the PBX, the console attendants can't listen to your conversations;
tnicians, unless they physically tap the line. Private lines, therefore, are
ihe fypical PBX station line. They also are CO-powered; as a result, they
4o power outages which might affect the PBX system. Senior execufives
iure capifalists and others who conduct highly confidential negofiations.

mmunications Industry Association PCIA. The frade
gew cellulor phone providers. PCIA represents o wide range of interests,
§ PCS, paging and narrowband PCS, antenna site owners and man-
Mobile Radio (SMR), suppliers and manufacturers. See also PCS.

unications Networks PCN. A new type of wireless fele-
f0ud vse light, inexpensive hondheld handsefs and communicate via
PN is primarily seen as a city communications system, with far less
stribers would be able to make and perhaps receive calls while they
tan do today with cellular radio systems, but at a low price. There’s
N anfennas in communities and issue everyone in the community
Would hub off the PCN antenna. This would save the phone com-
ouse. In this way, the PCN phone would resemble the common
&, but with a lrger range. Dr. Sorin Cohn of Notthern Telecom calls
Biss, personal communications sysfems an “enabler of unplanned
L3¢ PCN and Personal Communications Services.

MCl broadened the definition of PCN. It proposed o nafional con-
60 fogether by a long distance carrier (namely ). In s release,
e next generafion of digital wireless communications technolo-
0t 0re less expensive than the current cellular fechnology and
BiVe pocket telephones with much longer battery life than cellu-
Mill have many more features than today's cellulor or conven-
e cellulr phones, will be usable in most areas of the world.
B fiequency bond in most countries, (18501990 MHz) while
diftrent frequency hands in various countries, and thus is
counfty.” See also Personal Communications Services.
ations Services P(S are o broad range of indvidu-
fices fhat et people or devices fo communicate irrespecive
W6 senvices include:

4ed fo individuals rather than telephones

Personal Identification Number

e (all completion regardless of location (“find me”)

® Calls fo the PCS customer can be paid for by the caller, or by the PCS customer

o (dl mltlmugernem services giving the called party much greater control over incom-

ing calls.

PCS can both find and complete a call fo a person regardless of location, but give tha
person the choice of accepfing or rejecting the call or sending it somewhere else. PCS wil
possibly use a new category of wireless, voice and dafa communications — using low
power, lightweight pocket felephones and handtheld computers.

Personal Computer PC. A computer for one person’s use. That's why it wos orig
inally called a personal computer — to disfinguish it from other computers that existed gt
the fime of the PC's invention, or 1981, the dote IBM infroduced ifs first PC. Thase ofher
compufers were mainframes and mini-computers. Their main use was fo be shared by
many users. Airine reservations, being an example. Of course, as the PC got more power-
ful, things got more complex. In 1983, Novell infroduced ifs first local area network sof-
ware called NetWare. NetWare was originally inroduced fo allow o handful of personal
computers fo share a single hard disk, which ot that stage was costly and scarce. As hard
disks became more available and cheaper, NetWare evolved fo allow sharing of printers
and file servers. Networking developed in the 1980s and 1990s and gave PCs the shared-
user power of mainframes and minicomputers. As a result, today some PCs are personal
computers, used by one person standalone. Some PCs are PCs that sit on a local areq net-
work (LAN). For some reason, people call these PCs warkstations. And thers are some PCs
which have become servers — i.e. they “serve” many PCs. They may do faxing. They
may do voice mail for the company. They may run the company’s entire phone system. In
short, meanings change as fechnology changes. Not all PCs are personal computers.
Personal Computer Memory Card International Associa-
tiion See PCMCIA.

Personal Computing Systems Architecture P(SA. A network archi-
tecture defined and supported gy Digital Equipment Corp. for the incorporation of personal
computers info serverbased networks.

Personal Computer Terminal Adapter P(TA. A prinfed drcuit card
that slips info an IBM PC or PC compatible and connects the PC to the ISDN T-nterface. The
PCTA basically turns o normal PC info an ISDN phone and ISDN terminal, ready for voice
and data communications. According fo Northem Telecom, one of the manufacturers of
such a device, the PCTA does:

e Functional signaling call setup.

® B channel for circuit switched data.

® X.25 packet data services on the B or D channel.

© Simultaneous operation of the B and D channels.

e 53177 digital felephone fo PC messaging for integrated voice and data operation.

o NetBIOS interface to applications software, such as Microsoft Netwaorks.

For more, see Northem Telecom’s brochure ISDN PC Terminal Adapter NetBIOS
Interface Description (D307-1).

Personal Data Interchange PDI. A format for exchanging information, such
as electronic business, cards via wired or wireless connections.

Personal Data Module A removable module, unique to the ROLM Cypress and
Cedar, which stores all information entered by the user. Such items as phone numbers, fer-
minal profiles and log-on sequences are stored in the PDM, which also features battery
backup fo protect the memory in the event of a power foilure. The user can foke his per
sonal data module with him, plug it info another Cypress or Cedar and get all his speed diol
and other personalized programming on his phone he just moved from.

Personal Digital Assistant PDA. A consumer electronics gadget that looks
like @ palmtop computer. Unlike personal computers, PDAs will perform specific fosks-act
ing like an electronic diary, camy-ulong personal database, personal communicator, memo
faker, calculator, alorm clock. The communications will take place through the phone,
through a cable attached fo your PC or through infrared. See also Windows CE.
Personal Identification Number PIN number. 1. An AT&T ferm meaning
the last four digits of your AT&T, MCI Bell operating company Credit Card — the cord you
use for making long distance numbers. 2. Some banks and financial institutions issue cred-
it cards for machine, fellerless banking. These machines, called Automated Teller
Machines, ask you for a password consisting of several numbers or characters. These are
not on your credit card. These numbers or characters, called PIN numbers, are designed fo
make sure the right person is using your card. It's not a good idea fo use your birthday as
your PIN number.
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