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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT OF TENNESSEE 

SOUTHERN DIVISION 
 

LANE SHARK USA, LLC, a Florida company, 

Plaintiff, 

vs. 

TITAN IMPLEMENT, LLC, a Tennessee 
company, and TRAILBLAZER 
ATTACHMENTS, LLC, a Tennessee company, 

Defendants. 

  
CASE NO:  1:19-CV-00326 
 
District Judge Travis R. McDonough 
Magistrate Judge Christopher H. Steger 
 
Jury Trial Demanded 
 

 

PLAINTIFF’S INITIAL INFRINGEMENT CONTENTIONS 

Pursuant to the Court’s Amended Scheduling Order [Doc. 123], Plaintiff Lane Shark USA, 

LLC (“Lane Shark”) hereby presents the following Initial Infringement Contentions against 

Defendants Titan Implement, LLC and Trailblazer Attachments, LLC (collectively “Trailblazer”).  
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I. ASSERTED PATENTS AND PRIORITY 

Lane Shark contends that Trailblazer infringes U.S. Patent No. 10,470,364 (“the ’364 

patent”) and U.S. Patent No. 10,905,044 (“the ’044 patent”).  Both the ’364 patent and the ’044 

patent claim priority to Provisional Application No. 62/623,630 filed on January 30, 2018. 

II. ASSERTED CLAIMS AND ACCUSED INSTRUMENTALITIES 

Lane Shark contends that Trailblazer directly infringes claims 1-14 of the ’364 patent under 

35 U.S.C. § 271(a) by making, using, selling, and offering for sale the TB-ONE and TB-JR MAX 

products.  

Lane Shark contends that Trailblazer directly infringes claims 1-2, 5, 8-9, and 16 of the 

’044 patent under 35 U.S.C. § 271(a) by making, using, selling, and offering for sale the TB-MAX 

and TB-MAX JR, including all versions of the TB-MAX and TB-MAX JR products (collectively 

“the TB-MAX products”).  The TB-MAX products include without limitation the versions 

introduced in 2020 (hereafter the “TB-MAX(1)” and “TB-MAX JR(1)”) and the versions 

introduced in 2021 (hereafter the “TB-MAX(2)” and “TB-MAX JR(2)”). 

III. CLAIM CHARTS 

The claim charts in Appendix A specifically identify where each limitation of the asserted 

claims of the ’364 patent are found in the TB-ONE and TB-JR MAX products.  Unless otherwise 

stated, each limitation is asserted to be literally satisfied by the identified structure of the TB-ONE 

and TB-JR MAX products.  Lane Shark reserves the right to assert infringement under the doctrine 

of equivalents for any claim limitation based on information learned through discovery, claim 

construction or other proceedings. 

The claim charts in Appendix B specifically identify where each limitation of the asserted 

claims of the ’044 patent are found in the TB-MAX(1) and TB-MAX JR(1) products.  Unless 

otherwise stated, each limitation is asserted to be literally satisfied by the identified structure of 
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the TB-MAX(1) and TB-MAX JR(1) products.  Lane Shark reserves the right to assert 

infringement under the doctrine of equivalents for any claim limitation based on information 

learned through discovery, claim construction or other proceedings. 

The claim charts in Appendix C specifically identify where each limitation of the asserted 

claims of the ’044 patent are found in the TB-MAX(2) and TB-MAX JR(2) products.  Unless 

otherwise stated, each limitation is asserted to be literally satisfied by the identified structure of 

the TB-MAX(2) and TB-MAX JR(2) products.  Lane Shark reserves the right to assert 

infringement under the doctrine of equivalents for any claim limitation based on information 

learned through discovery, claim construction or other proceedings. 

IV. WILLFUL INFRINGEMENT 

Lane Shark contends Trailblazer’s infringement of its patent rights has been and continues 

to be willful.  The basis for Lane Shark’s position is that Trailblazer recognized the value of Lane 

Shark’s invention, attempted unsuccessfully to purchase Lane Shark, and then studiously copied 

Lane Shark’s invention to the gnat’s eyebrow to create the TB-ONE and TB-JR MAX knowing 

Lane Shark had a patent application pending.  A chart depicting the exactness of Trailblazer’s 

copying is included in Appendix A.  After receiving notice of Lane Shark’s issued patent, 

Trailblazer continued to make, use and sell its infringing copies of the invention (the TB-ONE and 

TB-JR MAX) without any non-infringement position or genuine basis for invalidity, thus acting 

in callous disregard of Lane Shark’s patent rights and deliberately infringing them.  Substantial 

evidence and facts establishing Trailblazer’s willful infringement are set forth in Lane Shark’s 

preliminary injunction briefing and related declarations, which are hereby incorporated by this 

reference.  See [Doc. 17], [Doc. 18], [Doc. 22], [Doc. 45], [Doc. 46], [Doc. 47], [Doc. 64], [Doc. 

65], [Doc. 66], [Doc. 45]. 
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Knowing it had no viable defense to infringement, Trailblazer continued to willfully 

infringe Lane Shark’s patents with the TB-ONE and TB-JR MAX to buy time to design a non-

infringing product in the hopes of mooting Lane Shark’s preliminary injunction motion.  

Trailblazer ultimately came out with the TB-FLEX and TB-FLEX JR (collectively the “TB-FLEX 

products”), neither of which is currently accused of infringement.  However, Trailblazer 

abandoned the TB-FLEX products, because they proved to be commercial failures.  Knowing it 

could not effectively compete against Lane Shark with non-infringing products, Trailblazer went 

back to the core of Lane Shark’s invention to again force Lane Shark to compete against its own 

patented technology by creating the TB-MAX Products, which implement the revolutionary 

rotating support arm design that allows the cutter to be placed in front of the tractor as well as to 

the side of the tractor at multiple cutting angles.  This design is and has always been squarely 

within the patentable scope of the invention described in Lane Shark’s Provisional Application 

No. 62/623,630 and the resulting ’364 patent, and Trailblazer adopted its TB-MAX Product design 

knowing that Lane Shark was securing further broad patent protection for its brush cutter 

inventions.  Trailblazer’s infringement with the TB-MAX Products continues to be willful and 

reflects an ongoing reckless disregard of Lane Shark’s patent rights as well as a tacit 

acknowledgement of the revolutionary nature of Lane Shark’s invention.  Trailblazer has no 

credible non-infringement or invalidity defenses, nor any reasonable basis to believe in non-

infringement or invalidity.  

Lane Shark reserves the right to supplement the basis for its willful infringement claims 

based on information learned through discovery, claim construction or other proceedings. 
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Dated: June 4, 2021   Respectfully submitted, 

/s/ Mark A. Miller   
L. Webb Campbell II (TN Bar. No. 11238; pro hac granted) 
wcampbell@srvhlaw.com      
Ryan T. Holt (TN Bar. No. 30191) 
rholt@srvhlaw.com 
SHERRARD ROE VOIGT & HARBISON, PLC 
150 3rd Avenue South, Suite 1100 
Nashville, Tennessee 37201 
Telephone:  (615) 742-4200 
Facsimile:  (615) 742-4539 
 
Brett L. Foster (Utah Bar No. 6089; pro hac granted)  
foster.brett@dorsey.com 
Mark A. Miller (Utah Bar. No. 9563; pro hac granted) 
miller.mark@dorsey.com 
Elliot J. Hales (Utah Bar. No. 16684; pro hac granted) 
hales.elliot@dorsey.com 
DORSEY & WHITNEY LLP 
111 S. Main St., Suite 2100 
Salt Lake City, Utah 84111 
Telephone: (801) 933-7360 
Facsimile:  (801) 933-7373 

 

Attorneys for Plaintiff Lane Shark USA, LLC 
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APPENDIX A 
 

U.S. Patent No. 10,470,364 

TB-ONE 

TB-JR MAX 
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U.S. Patent No. 10,470,364 

Trailblazer TB-One 
http://trailblazerattachments.com/tb-one.html 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-XuHihZKXxE 
accessed November 2019 

Claim 1  
A removably attachable 
adjustable cutting apparatus 
comprising: 
 

  

 
a. a cutting deck; 
 

 

b. a mounting plate, with a 
front and back, connected 
with said cutting deck; 
 

 

c. a main pivot point in said 
mounting plate; 
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d. an L-shaped main 
adjustable arm with a first 
end connected with said 
mounting plate at said main 
pivot point such that said first 
end of said L-shaped main 
adjustable arm rotates around 
the main pivot point and 
parallel to the front of said 
mounting plate  
 

 

and with a second end 
wherein the second end of the 
L-shaped main adjustable arm 
extends away from said first 
end perpendicular to the first 
end and to the front of the 
mounting plate  

 

and wherein the second end is 
connected with said cutting 
deck such that said cutting 
deck is held perpendicular to 
said front of the mounting 
plate and is adjustable from a 
horizontal to a vertical 
position and positions in 
between; and 
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e. a first lock bracket on said 
L-shaped main adjustable arm  
 

 

and a second lock bracket on 
said mounting plate 

 

and a spaced apart pair of 
tower locks on said cutting 
deck  

 

wherein said first lock 
bracket and said second lock 
bracket are both configured to 
fit within and connect with 
said pair of tower locks. 
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Claim 2  

The apparatus of claim 1 See claim 1 chart. 

wherein said mounting plate 
further includes machine 
attachment devices for 
connecting said mounting 
plate to a machine. 

 

  

Claim 3  

The apparatus of claim 2 See claim 2 chart. 

wherein said machine 
attachment devices are 
configured so as to connect 
with said machine where the 
machine attachment devices 
are selected from a group of 
machine attachment devices 
consisting of: 

Skid Steer Quick Attach 
(SSQA) attachment devices 
and hook and pin attachment 
devices. 

 

 

  

Claim 4  

The apparatus of claim 1 See claim 1 chart. 

further including a blade 
carrier in said cutting deck. 

 

 

Claim 5  

The apparatus of claim 4 See claim 4 chart. 
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further including at least one 
cutting blade connected with 
said blade carrier. 

 

 

Claim 6  

The apparatus of claim 1 See claim 1 chart. 

further including rotation 
adjustment holes at said main 
pivot point for use in 
combination with a locking 
pin to lock said cutting deck 
at a selected position. 

  

Claim 7  

The apparatus of claim 1 See claim 1 chart. 

further including an 
adjustment support arm with 
a first end and a second end 
wherein the first end is 
connectable with said L-
shaped main adjustable arm 
and the second end is 
connectable with said cutting 
deck such that said cutting 
deck is supported by said 
adjustment support arm. 

 

 

Claim 8  

The apparatus of claim 1 See claim 1 chart. 
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further including a main 
adjustment hinge connected 
with said cutting deck 
wherein said second end of 
the L-shaped main adjustable 
arm is connected with said 
main adjustment hinge. 

 

 

Claim 9  

The apparatus of claim 1 See claim 1 chart. 

further including a pair of 
deck supports connected with 
said cutting deck wherein a 
first deck support includes an 
adjustment support arm 
connection and wherein a 
second deck support includes 
a main adjustment hinge. 

 

 

Claim 10  
A removably attachable 
adjustable cutting apparatus 
comprising: 
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a. a cutting deck wherein the 
cutting deck further includes 
a main adjustment hinge 
connected with said cutting 
deck; 
 

 

b. a mounting plate connected 
with said cutting deck 
wherein said mounting plate 
further includes a front and a 
back and machine attachment 
devices for connecting said 
mounting plate to a machine; 
 

 

 

c. a main pivot point in said 
mounting plate; 
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d. an L-shaped main 
adjustable arm with a first 
end connected with said 
mounting plate at said main 
pivot point such that said first 
end of said L-shaped main 
adjustable arm rotates around 
the main pivot point and 
parallel to the front of said 
mounting plate  
 

 

and with a second end 
wherein the second end of the 
L-shaped main adjustable arm 
extends away from said first 
end perpendicular to the first 
end and to the front of the 
mounting plate  

 

and wherein the second end is 
connected with said main 
adjustment hinge such that 
said cutting deck is held 
perpendicular to said front of 
the mounting plate and is 
adjustable from a horizontal 
to a vertical position and 
positions in between;  
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e. an adjustment support arm 
connectable with said L-
shaped main adjustable arm 
and said cutting deck; 

 

f. a blade carrier, connected 
with a motor, in said cutting 
deck; 

  

g. at least one cutting blade 
connected with said blade 
carrier; and 

 

h. a first lock bracket on said 
L-shaped main adjustable arm  
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and a second lock bracket on 
said mounting plate 

 

and a spaced apart pair of 
tower locks on said cutting 
deck  

 

wherein said first lock 
bracket and said second lock 
bracket are both configured to 
fit within and connect with 
said pair of tower locks. 

 

Claim 11  

The apparatus of claim 10 See claim 10 chart. 

LANE SHARK EXHIBIT 2018, Page 16



 

4829-4971-3899\1 

wherein said machine 
attachment devices are 
configured so as to connect 
with said machine where the 
machine attachment devices 
are selected from a group of 
machine attachment devices 
consisting of: 

Skid Steer Quick Attach 
(SSQA) attachment devices 
and hook and pin attachment 
devices. 

 

 

  

Claim 12  

The apparatus of claim 10 See claim 10 chart. 

further including rotation 
adjustment holes at said main 
pivot point for use in 
combination with a locking 
pin to lock said cutting deck 
at a selected position. 

  

Claim 13  

The apparatus of claim 10 See claim 10 chart. 

further including a pair of 
deck supports connected with 
said cutting deck wherein a 
first deck support includes an 
adjustment support arm 
connection and wherein a 
second deck support includes 
a main adjustment hinge. 

 

 

Claim 14  

The apparatus of claim 10 See claim 10 chart. 
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further including two cutting 
blades. 
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Copying Chart 
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U.S. Patent No. 10,470,364 
Trailblazer TB-JR MAX 

http://trailblazerattachments.com/tb-jr-max.html 
accessed November 2019 

Claim 1  
A removably attachable 
adjustable cutting apparatus 
comprising: 
 

 
a. a cutting deck; 
 

 
 

b. a mounting plate ,with a 
front and back, connected with 
said cutting deck; 
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c. a main pivot point in said 
mounting plate; 
 

 
 

d. an L-shaped main 
adjustable arm with a first end 
connected with said mounting 
plate at said main pivot point 
such that said first end of said 
L-shaped main adjustable arm 
rotates around the main pivot 
point and parallel to the front 
of said mounting plate and 
with a second end wherein the 
second end of the L-shaped 
main adjustable arm extends 
away from said first end 
perpendicular to the first end 
and to the front of the 
mounting plate and wherein 
the second end is connected 
with said cutting deck such 
that said cutting deck is held 
perpendicular to said front of 
the mounting plate and is 
adjustable from a horizontal to 
a vertical position and 
positions in between; and 
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e. a first lock bracket on said 
L-shaped main adjustable arm 
and a second lock bracket on 
said mounting plate  
 

 
 

and a spaced apart pair of 
tower locks on said cutting 
deck wherein said first lock 
bracket and said second lock 
bracket are both configured to 
fit within and connect with 
said pair of tower locks. 

 
 

Claim 2  

The apparatus of claim 1 See claim 1 chart. 

wherein said mounting plate 
further includes machine 
attachment devices for 
connecting said mounting 
plate to a machine. 
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Claim 3  

The apparatus of claim 2 See claim 2 chart. 

wherein said machine 
attachment devices are 
configured so as to connect 
with said machine where the 
machine attachment devices 
are selected from a group of 
machine attachment devices 
consisting of: 

Skid Steer Quick Attach 
(SSQA) attachment devices 
and hook and pin attachment 
devices. 

 

 

  

Claim 4  

The apparatus of claim 1 See claim 1 chart. 

further including a blade 
carrier in said cutting deck. 

 

 

Claim 5  

The apparatus of claim 4 See claim 4 chart. 

further including at least one 
cutting blade connected with 
said blade carrier. 

 

 

Claim 6  

The apparatus of claim 1 See claim 1 chart. 
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further including rotation 
adjustment holes at said main 
pivot point for use in 
combination with a locking 
pin to lock said cutting deck at 
a selected position. 

 

 

Claim 7  

The apparatus of claim 1 See claim 1 chart. 

further including an 
adjustment support arm with a 
first end and a second end 
wherein the first end is 
connectable with said L-
shaped main adjustable arm 
and the second end is 
connectable with said cutting 
deck such that said cutting 
deck is supported by said 
adjustment support arm. 

 
 

Claim 8  

The apparatus of claim 1 See claim 1 chart. 

further including a main 
adjustment hinge connected 
with said cutting deck wherein 
said second end of the L-
shaped main adjustable arm is 
connected with said main 
adjustment hinge. 

 

 

Claim 9  

The apparatus of claim 1 See claim 1 chart. 
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further including a pair of 
deck supports connected with 
said cutting deck wherein a 
first deck support includes an 
adjustment support arm 
connection and wherein a 
second deck support includes a 
main adjustment hinge. 

 

 

Claim 10  
A removably attachable 
adjustable cutting apparatus 
comprising: 
 

 
a. a cutting deck wherein the 
cutting deck further includes a 
main adjustment hinge 
connected with said cutting 
deck; 
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b. a mounting plate connected 
with said cutting deck wherein 
said mounting plate further 
includes a front and a back 
and machine attachment 
devices for connecting said 
mounting plate to a machine; 
 

 

 

c. a main pivot point in said 
mounting plate; 
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d. an L-shaped main 
adjustable arm with a first end 
connected with said mounting 
plate at said main pivot point 
such that said first end of said 
L-shaped main adjustable arm 
rotates around the main pivot 
point and parallel to the front 
of said mounting plate and 
with a second end wherein the 
second end of the L-shaped 
main adjustable arm extends 
away from said first end 
perpendicular to the first end 
and to the front of the 
mounting plate and wherein 
the second end is connected 
with said main adjustment 
hinge such that said cutting 
deck is held perpendicular to 
said front of the mounting 
plate and is adjustable from a 
horizontal to a vertical 
position and positions in 
between; 
 

 

 

e. an adjustment support arm 
connectable with said L-
shaped main adjustable arm 
and said cutting deck; 
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f. a blade carrier, connected 
with a motor, in said cutting 
deck; 

  

g. at least one cutting blade 
connected with said blade 
carrier; and 

 

h. a first lock bracket on said 
L-shaped main adjustable arm 
and a second lock bracket on 
said mounting plate  
 

 
 

and a spaced apart pair of 
tower locks on said cutting 
deck wherein said first lock 
bracket and said second lock 
bracket are both configured to 
fit within and connect with 
said pair of tower locks. 

 
 

Claim 11  

The apparatus of claim 10 See claim 10 chart. 
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wherein said machine 
attachment devices are 
configured so as to connect 
with said machine where the 
machine attachment devices 
are selected from a group of 
machine attachment devices 
consisting of: 

Skid Steer Quick Attach 
(SSQA) attachment devices 
and hook and pin attachment 
devices. 

 

 

  

Claim 12  

The apparatus of claim 10 See claim 10 chart. 

further including rotation 
adjustment holes at said main 
pivot point for use in 
combination with a locking 
pin to lock said cutting deck at 
a selected position. 

 

 

Claim 13  

The apparatus of claim 10 See claim 10 chart. 

further including a pair of 
deck supports connected with 
said cutting deck wherein a 
first deck support includes an 
adjustment support arm 
connection and wherein a 
second deck support includes a 
main adjustment hinge. 
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Claim 14  

The apparatus of claim 10 See claim 10 chart. 

further including two cutting 
blades. 
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APPENDIX B 
 

U.S. Patent No. 10,905,044 

TB-MAX(1) 

TB-MAX JR(1) 
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U.S. Patent No. 10,905,044 

Trailblazer TB-MAX(1) 
http://trailblazerattachments.com/tb-max.html; 

http://trailblazerattachments.com/assets/trailblazer-mower-
manual-v11182020.pdf 

accessed November 2020 

Claim 1  
A cutting apparatus 
comprising: 
 

 

 
a mounting plate;  

 

a cutting deck; 

 

mounting plate 

cutting deck 
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a motor operably coupled to 
the cutting deck; 

 

a blade; 

  

a support structure having a 
first end coupled to the 
mounting plate and a second 
end coupled to the cutting 
deck; and 
 

 

motor 

support structure 

second end  first end 
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a support arm 
interconnected between the 
support structure and the 
cutting deck; 
 

 

wherein the support 
structure and the support 
arm are configured to 
selectively enable 
positioning the cutting deck 
in a first position relative to 
the mounting plate, a second 
position relative to the 
mounting plate, and at least 
one other position relative 
to the mounting plate, the 
first position being angled 
substantially 90 degrees 
relative to the second 
position, and the at least one 
other position being 
different from the first and 
second positions;  
 

 

 

 

support arm 

first position 

second position 

one other position 
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wherein the cutting deck is 
manually adjustable from at 
least one of the first or 
second positions to the at 
least one other position, the 
first position correlating 
with a first receiving 
structure of a set of 
receiving structures, each 
receiving structure of the set 
of receiving structures being 
configured to receive a 
locking pin,  

  

 

 

 

 

wherein the set of receiving 
structures include a set of 
holes formed in the 
mounting plate. 

  

 

 

set of receiving structures 
that receive locking pins 

first receiving structure 

holes in the 
mounting plate  
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Claim 2  

The apparatus of claim 1, See claim 1 chart. 

wherein: the first end of the 
support structure is coupled 
to a forward facing surface 
of the mounting plate;  

the second end of the 
support structure is 
pivotally coupled to the 
cutting deck; 

 

 

 

when in the first position, 
the cutting deck is 
horizontal; 

when in the second position, 
the cutting deck is vertical. 

 

 

Claim 5  

The apparatus of claim 1, See claim 1 chart. 

support structure 

second end 
(pivotal connection) 

first end 

front face of 
mounting plate 

first position 

second position 
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wherein: the first end of the 
support structure is 
pivotally coupled to the 
mounting plate; and  

the second end of the 
support structure is 
pivotally coupled to the 
cutting deck; 

 

 

 

Claim 8  

The apparatus of claim 1 See claim 1 chart. 

wherein: the mounting plate 
comprises a forward-facing 
surface having a lateral 
edge, the lateral edge 
defining a plane; and 

 

 

 

when in the first position, 
the cutting deck is 
substantially positioned on a 
first side of the plane and 
the mounting plate is 
positioned on a second side 
of the plane. 

 

 

Claim 9  

The apparatus of claim 1, See claim 1 chart. 

support structure 

second end 
(pivotal connection) 

first end 
(pivotal connection) 

forward facing surface 

lateral edge defining a plane 

plane 

cutting deck  mounting plate 
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wherein the mounting plate 
comprises a forward-facing 
surface having a periphery, 

 

 

the cutting deck being 
positioned laterally beyond 
the periphery when in at 
least one of the first 
position, second position, or 
the at least one other 
position.  

 

 

 

Claim 16  

The apparatus of claim 1, See claim 1 chart. 

forward facing surface 

periphery 

periphery 

cutting deck in 
first position 

cutting deck in 
second position 
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wherein the cutting deck is 
rotatable relative to the 
mounting plate about an 
axis that is laterally offset 
from a center of the cutting 
deck. 

 

 

 

 

 
  

center of mounting plate 

cutting deck 

axes offset from the center 
of the mounting plate 
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U.S. Patent No. 10,905,044 

Trailblazer TB-MAX JR(1) 
https://trailblazerattachments.com/tb-max-jr.html 

http://trailblazerattachments.com/assets/trailblazer-
mower-manual-v11182020.pdf  

accessed November 2020 
https://www.facebook.com/TrailBlazerAttachments/videos/the

-tb-max-jr-is-hard-at-work/780021802796773/  
Claim 1  
A cutting apparatus 
comprising: 
 

 

 
 

a mounting plate;  

 

a cutting deck; 

 

mounting plate 

cutting deck 
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a motor operably coupled to 
the cutting deck; 

 

a blade; 

  

a support structure having a 
first end coupled to the 
mounting plate and a second 
end coupled to the cutting 
deck; and 
 

 

motor 

support structure 

second end 
first end 

LANE SHARK EXHIBIT 2018, Page 41



 

4816-6645-3483\1 

a support arm 
interconnected between the 
support structure and the 
cutting deck; 
 

 

wherein the support 
structure and the support 
arm are configured to 
selectively enable 
positioning the cutting deck 
in a first position relative to 
the mounting plate, a 
second position relative to 
the mounting plate, and at 
least one other position 
relative to the mounting 
plate, the first position 
being angled substantially 
90 degrees relative to the 
second position, and the at 
least one other position 
being different from the 
first and second positions;  
 

 

 

 

support arm 

first position 

second position 

one other position 
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wherein the cutting deck is 
manually adjustable from at 
least one of the first or 
second positions to the at 
least one other position, the 
first position correlating 
with a first receiving 
structure of a set of 
receiving structures, each 
receiving structure of the 
set of receiving structures 
being configured to receive 
a locking pin,  

  

 

 

 

 

wherein the set of receiving 
structures include a set of 
holes formed in the 
mounting plate. 

  

 

 

Claim 2  

The apparatus of claim 1, See claim 1 chart. 

set of receiving structures 
that receive locking pins 

first receiving structure 

holes in the 
mounting plate  
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wherein: the first end of the 
support structure is coupled 
to a forward facing surface 
of the mounting plate;  

the second end of the 
support structure is 
pivotally coupled to the 
cutting deck; 

 

 

 

when in the first position, 
the cutting deck is 
horizontal; 

when in the second 
position, the cutting deck is 
vertical. 

 

 

Claim 5  

The apparatus of claim 1, See claim 1 chart. 

support structure 

second end 
(pivotal connection) 

first end 

front face of 
mounting plate 

first position 

second position 
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wherein: the first end of the 
support structure is 
pivotally coupled to the 
mounting plate; and  

the second end of the 
support structure is 
pivotally coupled to the 
cutting deck; 

 

 

 

Claim 8  

The apparatus of claim 1 See claim 1 chart. 

wherein: the mounting plate 
comprises a forward-facing 
surface having a lateral 
edge, the lateral edge 
defining a plane; and 

 

 

 

when in the first position, 
the cutting deck is 
substantially positioned on 
a first side of the plane and 
the mounting plate is 
positioned on a second side 
of the plane. 

 

 

Claim 9  

The apparatus of claim 1, See claim 1 chart. 

support structure 

second end 
(pivotal connection) 

first end 
(pivotal connection) 

forward facing surface 

lateral edge defining a plane 

plane 

cutting deck  mounting plate 
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wherein the mounting plate 
comprises a forward-facing 
surface having a periphery, 

 

 

the cutting deck being 
positioned laterally beyond 
the periphery when in at 
least one of the first 
position, second position, or 
the at least one other 
position.  

Claim 16  

The apparatus of claim 1, See claim 1 chart. 

forward facing surface 

periphery 

periphery 

cutting deck in at least 
one other position 

cutting deck in 
second position 
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wherein the cutting deck is 
rotatable relative to the 
mounting plate about an 
axis that is laterally offset 
from a center of the cutting 
deck. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

center of mounting plate 

cutting deck 

axes offset from the center 
of the mounting plate 
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APPENDIX C 
 

U.S. Patent No. 10,905,044 

TB-MAX(2) 

TB-MAX JR(2) 
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As shown below and in Trailblazer’s marketing literature, the TB-MAX(2) and TB-
MAX JR(2) are structurally identical, but at different scales. 

 
https://trailblazerattachments.com/tb-max-jr.html.   

TB-MAX(2) 

https://trailblazerattachments.com/tb-
max.html  

TB-MAX JR(2) 

https://trailblazerattachments.com/tb-
max-jr.html  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Accordingly, the following chart depicts how both the TB-MAX(2) and TB-MAX JR(2) 
satisfy every limitation of the Asserted Claims using images of the TB-MAX(2) as 
representative of both. 
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U.S. Patent No. 10,905,044 

Trailblazer TB-MAX(2) & TB-MAX JR(2) 

http://trailblazerattachments.com/tb-max.html 

https://trailblazerattachments.com/tb-max-jr.html 

https://trailblazerattachments.com/assets/tb-literature-full-
lineup-v4162021.pdf 

accessed May 2021 

Claim 1  
A cutting apparatus 
comprising: 
 

 

 
a mounting plate;  

  

mounting plate 
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a cutting deck; 

 

a motor operably coupled to 
the cutting deck; 

 

a blade;  

  

cutting deck 

motor 

blade 
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a support structure having a 
first end coupled to the 
mounting plate and a second 
end coupled to the cutting 
deck; and 
 

 

a support arm 
interconnected between the 
support structure and the 
cutting deck; 
 

 

support structure 

second end 

first end 

support arm 
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wherein the support 
structure and the support 
arm are configured to 
selectively enable 
positioning the cutting deck 
in a first position relative to 
the mounting plate, a second 
position relative to the 
mounting plate, and at least 
one other position relative 
to the mounting plate, the 
first position being angled 
substantially 90 degrees 
relative to the second 
position, and the at least one 
other position being 
different from the first and 
second positions;  
 

 

 

 

 

first position 

second position 

one other position 
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wherein the cutting deck is 
manually adjustable from at 
least one of the first or 
second positions to the at 
least one other position, the 
first position correlating 
with a first receiving 
structure of a set of 
receiving structures, each 
receiving structure of the set 
of receiving structures being 
configured to receive a 
locking pin,  

  

 

 

 

wherein the set of receiving 
structures include a set of 
holes formed in the 
mounting plate.  

 

 
Alternatively, if the mounting plate receiving structure of the 
TB-MAX(2) and TB-MAX JR(2) (indicated above) does not 
literally satisfy the claimed “set of holes formed in the mounting 
plate,” it is equivalent thereto because it performs the same 
function of the claimed “set of holes formed in the mounting 
plate” by locking the support structure and cutting deck into a 
selected position.  It does this in substantially the same way by 
being located near the rotation axis of the support structure and 
operating with a locking pin.  See ’044 patent at 5:36-39.  And it 
achieves the same result of enabling the manual positioning of 
the cutting deck into multiple cutting positions, including the 
claimed first position, second position, and at least one other 
position.  Thus, the mounting plate receiving structure in the 
TB-MAX(2) and TB-MAX JR(2) satisfies the “set of holes 
formed in the mounting plate” under the doctrine of equivalents.   

Claim 2  

The apparatus of claim 1, See claim 1 chart. 

set of receiving structures 
that receive locking pins 

first receiving structure 

mounting plate receiving structure with two 
holes formed therein (one in each end)  

locking pin 
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wherein: the first end of the 
support structure is coupled 
to a forward facing surface 
of the mounting plate;  

the second end of the 
support structure is 
pivotally coupled to the 
cutting deck; 

 

 

  

 

when in the first position, 
the cutting deck is 
horizontal; 

when in the second position, 
the cutting deck is vertical. 

 

 

Claim 5  

The apparatus of claim 1, See claim 1 chart. 

support structure 

second end 
(pivotal connection) 

first end 

front face of 
mounting plate 

first position 

second position 
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wherein: the first end of the 
support structure is 
pivotally coupled to the 
mounting plate; and  

the second end of the 
support structure is 
pivotally coupled to the 
cutting deck; 

 

 

 

 

Claim 8  

The apparatus of claim 1 See claim 1 chart. 

wherein: the mounting plate 
comprises a forward-facing 
surface having a lateral 
edge, the lateral edge 
defining a plane; and 

 

 

 

when in the first position, 
the cutting deck is 
substantially positioned on a 
first side of the plane and 
the mounting plate is 
positioned on a second side 
of the plane. 

 

 

Claim 9  

The apparatus of claim 1, See claim 1 chart. 

support structure 

second end 
(pivotal connection) 

first end 
(pivotal connection) 

forward facing surface 

lateral edge defining a plane 

plane 

cutting deck  mounting plate 
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wherein the mounting plate 
comprises a forward-facing 
surface having a periphery, 

 

 

the cutting deck being 
positioned laterally beyond 
the periphery when in at 
least one of the first 
position, second position, or 
the at least one other 
position.  

 

 

 

Claim 16  

The apparatus of claim 1, See claim 1 chart. 

forward facing surface 

periphery 

periphery 

cutting deck in 
first position 

cutting deck in 
second position 
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wherein the cutting deck is 
rotatable relative to the 
mounting plate about an 
axis that is laterally offset 
from a center of the cutting 
deck. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

center of mounting plate 

cutting deck 

axes offset from the center 
of the mounting plate 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
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