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Introduction

This Bible study tool is a combination of pages from the Open American Standard Version
(OASVY). These have been chosen for two reasons. This work is in the public domain which makes it
easy to provide freely without charge. Secondly, it is easy to read and is rich in content. The fact that it
is in the public domain does not distract from the value it will provide in the study of the scripture.

About the Open American Standard Version

There are already many good translations of the Holy Bible into contemporary English.
Unfortunately, almost all of them are restricted by copyright and copyright holder policy. This restricts
publication and republication of God’s Word in many ways, such as in downloadable files on the Internet,
use of extensive quotations in books, etc. The Open American Standard Version was commissioned by
God in response to prayer about this subject.

Because the Open American Standard Version is in the Public Domain (not copyrighted), it can be
freely copied, distributed, and redistributed without any payment of royalties. You don't even have to ask
permission to do so. You may publish the whole Open American Standard Version in book form, bind it in
leather and sell it. You may incorporate it into your Bible study software. You may make and distribute
audio recordings of it. You may broadcast it. All you have to do is maintain the integrity of God's Word
before God, and reserve the name “Open American Standard” for faithful copies of this translation.

The Open American Standard Version is an update of the American Standard Version (ASV) of the
Holy Bible, published in 1901. A custom computer program updated the archaic words and word forms to
contemporary equivalents, and then a team of volunteers proofread and updated the grammar. The New
Testament was updated to conform to the Majority Text reconstruction of the original Greek
manuscripts, thus taking advantage of the superior access to manuscripts that we have now compared
to when the original ASV was translated. The style of the Open American Standard Version, while fairly
literally translated, is in informal, spoken English. The Open American Standard Version is designed to
sound good and be accurate when read aloud. It is not formal in its language, just as the original Greek
of the New Testament was not formal. The OASV wuses contractions rather freely.
The Open American Standard Version doesn’t capitalize pronouns pertaining to God. The original
manuscripts made no such distinction. Hebrew has no such thing as upper and lower case, and the
original Greek manuscripts were written in all upper case letters. Attempting to add in such a distinction
raises some difficulties in translating dual-meaning Scriptures such as the coronation psalms. The Open
American Standard Version main edition translates God's Proper Name in the Old Testament as
“Yahweh.”

With all of the above and some other places where lack of clarity in the original manuscripts has
led to multiple possible readings, significant variants are listed in footnotes. The reading that in our
prayerful judgment is best is in the main text. Overall, the Open American Standard Version isn‘t very
much different than several other good contemporary English translations of the Holy Bible. The
message of Salvation through Jesus Christ is still the same. The point of this translation was not to be
very different (except for legal status), but to update the ASV for readability while retaining or improving
the accuracy of that well-respected translation and retaining the public domain status of the ASV.









John’s First, Second and Third Letters, Letter from Jude

1st John
Chapter 1

1 That which was from the beginning, that
which we have heard, that which we have
seen with our eyes, that which we saw, and
our hands touched, concerning the Word of
life? (and the life was revealed, and we have
seen, and testify, and declare to you the life,
the eternal life, which was with the Father,
and was revealed to us); that which we
have seen and heard we declare to you,
that you also may have fellowship with us.
Yes, and our fellowship is with the Father,
and with his Son, Jesus Christ. *And we
write these things to you, that our joy may
be fulfilled.

> This is the message which we have heard
from him and announce to you, that God is
light, and in him is no darkness at all. °If we
say that we have fellowship with him and
walk in the darkness, we lie, and don't tell
the truth. 7 But if we walk in the light, as he
is in the light, we have fellowship with one
another, and the blood of Jesus Christ, his
Son, cleanses us from all sin. 3If we say
that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves,
and the truth is not in us. °If we confess
our sins, he is faithful and righteous to
forgive us the sins, and to cleanse us from
all unrighteousness. 1°If we say that we
haven't sinned, we make him a liar, and his
word is not in us.

1st John
Chapter 2

I My little children, I write these things to
you so that you may not sin. If anyone sins,
we have a Counselor- with the Father, Jesus
Christ, the righteous. 2 And he is the atoning
sacrifice® for our sins, and not for ours only,
but also for the whole world. 3 This is how
we know that we know him: if we keep his
commandments. *One who says, “I know
him,” and doesn't keep his commandments,




The Revivalist

is a liar, and the truth isn’t in him. °>But
God's love has most certainly been
perfected in whoever keeps his word. This is
how we know that we are in him:®he who
says he remains in him ought himself also to
walk just like he walked.

’ Brothers, I write no new commandment to
you, but an old commandment which you
had from the beginning. The old
commandment is the word which you heard
from the beginning. 8 Again, I write a new
commandment to you, which is true in him
and in you; because the darkness is passing
away and the true light already shines. °He
who says he is in the light and hates his
brother is in the darkness even until
now. ® He who loves his brother remains in
the light, and there is no occasion for
stumbling in him. ! But he who hates his
brother is in the darkness, and walks in the
darkness, and doesnt know where he is
going, because the darkness has blinded his
eyes.

121 write to you, little children, because your
sins are forgiven you for his name’s sake.

131 write to you, fathers, because you know
him who is from the beginning.

I write to you, young men, because you
have overcome the evil one.

I write to you, little children, because you
know the Father.

141 have written to you, fathers, because
you know him who is from the beginning.

I have written to you, young men, because
you are strong, and the word of God
remains in you, and you have overcome the
evil one.

>Don't love the world or the things that are
in the world. If anyone loves the world, the
Father’s love isn't in him. 1 For all that is in
the world, the lust of the flesh, the lust of
the eyes, and the pride of life, isn't the
Father’s, but is the world’s. ” The world is
passing away with its lusts, but he who does
God’s will remains forever.

8] jttle children, these are the end times,
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John’s First, Second and Third Letters, Letter from Jude

and as you heard that the Antichrist is
coming, even now many antichrists have
arisen. By this we know that it is the final
hour. ° They went out from us, but they
didn't belong to us; for if they had belonged
to us, they would have continued with us.
But they left, that they might be revealed
that none of them belong to us.?’ You have
an anointing from the Holy One, and you all
have knowledge. Z2'1 have not written to
you because you don't know the truth, but
because you know it, and because no lie is
of the truth. ? Who is the liar but he who
denies that Jesus is the Christ? This is the
Antichrist, he who denies the Father and the
Son. 2 Whoever denies the Son doesn't
have the Father. He who confesses the Son
has the Father also.

24 Therefore, as for you, let that remain in
you which you heard from the beginning. If
that which you heard from the beginning
remains in you, you also will remain in the
Son, and in the Father. % This is the promise
which he promised us, the eternal
life. ° These things I have written to you
concerning those who would lead you
astray. ¥’ As for you, the anointing which
you received from him remains in you, and
you don't need for anyone to teach you. But
as his anointing teaches you concerning all
things, and is true, and is no lie, and even
as it taught you, you will remain in
him. 2 Now, little children, remain in him,
that when he appears, we may have
boldness, and not be ashamed before him at
his coming. If you know that he is
righteous, you know that everyone who
practices righteousness has been born of
him.

*2:1 Greek napakAnTov:
Counselor, Helper, Intercessor,
Advocate, and Comforter.

t2:2 “atoning sacrifice” is from the
Greek "“lAaopoc”, an appeasing,
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propitiating, or the means of
appeasement or propitiation—the
sacrifice that turns away God's
wrath because of our sin.

$2:20 Or, “know what is true”, or,
“know all things”

1st John
Chapter 3

! See how great a love the Father has given
to us, that we should be called children of
God! For this cause the world doesn’t know
us, because it didn't know him. 2Beloved,
now we are children of God. It is not yet
revealed what we will be; but we know that
when he is revealed, we will be like him; for
we will see him just as he is. > Everyone who
has this hope set on him purifies himself,
even as he is pure. * Everyone who sins also
commits lawlessness. Sin is
lawlessness. >You know that he was
revealed to take away our sins, and no sin is
in him. ® Whoever remains in him doesn’t
sin. Whoever sins hasn't seen him and
doesn’t know him.

7 Little children, let no one lead you astray.
He who does righteousness is righteous,
even as he is righteous. ® He who sins is of
the devil, for the devil has been sinning
from the beginning. To this end the Son of
God was revealed: that he might destroy the
works of the devil. ° Whoever is born of God
doesnt commit sin, because his seed
remains in him, and he can't sin, because he
is born of God. '°In this the children of God
are revealed, and the children of the devil.
Whoever doesn't do righteousness is not of
God, neither is he who doesn't love his
brother. ! For this is the message which you
heard from the beginning, that we should
love one another; 2 unlike Cain, who was of
the evil one, and killed his brother. Why did

4
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he kill him? Because his deeds were evil,
and his brother’s righteous.

B Don't be surprised, my brothers, if the
world hates you. *We know that we have
passed out of death into life, because we
love the brothers. He who doesn't love his
brother remains in death. > Whoever hates
his brother is a murderer, and you know
that no murderer has eternal life remaining
in him.

16By this we know love, because he laid
down his life for us. And we ought to lay
down our lives for the brothers. '’ But
whoever has the world’s goods and sees his
brother in need, then closes his heart of
compassion against him, how does God's
love remain in him? '® My little children, let’s
not love in word only, or with the tongue
only, but in deed and truth. 1 And by this
we know that we are of the truth, and
persuade our hearts before him, 2° because
if our heart condemns us, God is greater
than our heart, and knows all
things. ? Beloved, if our hearts don't
condemn us, we have boldness toward
God; %2 so whatever we ask, we receive from
him, because we keep his commandments
and do the things that are pleasing in his
sight. 2 This is his commandment, that we
should believe in the name of his Son, Jesus
Christ, and love one another, even as he
commanded. *He  who  keeps his
commandments remains in him, and he in
him. By this we know that he remains in us,
by the Spirit which he gave us.

1st John
Chapter 4

1 Beloved, don't believe every spirit, but test
the spirits, whether they are of God,
because many false prophets have gone out
into the world. % By this you know the Spirit
of God: every spirit who confesses that
Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is of
God, >and every spirit who doesn’t confess
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that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is not
of God, and this is the spirit of the
Antichrist, of whom you have heard that it
comes. Now it is in the world already.*You
are of God, little children, and have
overcome them; because greater is he who
is in you than he who is in the world. > They
are of the world. Therefore they speak of
the world, and the world hears them. ®We
are of God. He who knows God listens to us.
He who is not of God doesn't listen to us. By
this we know the spirit of truth, and the
spirit of error.

’Beloved, let’s love one another, for love is
of God; and everyone who loves has been
born of God, and knows God.®He who
doesn't love doesn’t know God, for God is
love. ° By this God's love was revealed in us,
that God has sent his one and only Son into
the world that we might live through
him. 1°In this is love, not that we loved
God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son
as the atoning  sacrifice-for  our
sins. ! Beloved, if God loved us in this way,
we also ought to love one another. 12 No
one has seen God at any time. If we love
one another, God remains in us, and his
love has been perfected in us.

13By this we know that we remain in him
and he in us, because he has given us of his
Spirit. **We have seen and testify that the
Father has sent the Son as the Savior of the
world.'> Whoever confesses that Jesus is the
Son of God, God remains in him, and he in
God. ® We know and have believed the love
which God has for us. God is love, and he
who remains in love remains in God, and
God remains in him. * In this love has been
made perfect among us, that we may have
boldness in the day of judgment, because as
he is, even so we are in this world. ® There
is no fear in love; but perfect love casts out
fear, because fear has punishment. He who
fears is not made perfect in love. ° We love
him, because he first loved us. ?°If a man
says, "I love God,” and hates his brother, he
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is a liar; for he who doesn't love his brother
whom he has seen, how can he love God
whom he has not seen? * This
commandment we have from him, that he
who loves God should also love his brother.

*4:10 “atoning sacrifice” is from
the Greek “1Aacpoc”, an appeasing,
propitiating, or the means of
appeasement or propitiation—the
sacrifice that turns away God's
wrath because of our sin.

1st John
Chapter 5

! Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ
has been born of God. Whoever loves the
Father also loves the child who is born of
him. 2By this we know that we love the
children of God, when we love God and
keep his commandments. > For this is loving
God, that we keep his commandments. His
commandments are not grievous. * For
whatever is born of God overcomes the
world. This is the victory that has overcome
the world: your faith.>Who is he who
overcomes the world, but he who believes
that Jesus is the Son of God? °This is he
who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ;
not with the water only, but with the water
and the blood. It is the Spirit who testifies,
because the Spirit is the truth. ’For there
are three who testify:- 8the Spirit, the
water, and the blood; and the three agree
as one. °If we receive the witness of men,
the witness of God is greater; for this is
God’s testimony which he has testified
concerning his Son. **He who believes in
the Son of God has the testimony in himself.
He who doesn't believe God has made him a
liar, because he has not believed in the
testimony that God has given concerning his
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Son. ! The testimony is this, that God gave
to us eternal life, and this life is in his
Son. *He who has the Son has the life. He
who doesn’t have God’s Son doesn’t have
the life.

13These things I have written to you who
believe in the name of the Son of God, that
you may know that you have eternal life,
and that you may continue to believe in the
name of the Son of God.

“This is the boldness which we have
toward him, that if we ask anything
according to his will, he listens to us. > And
if we know that he listens to us, whatever
we ask, we know that we have the petitions
which we have asked of him.

°If anyone sees his brother sinning a sin
not leading to death, he shall ask, and God
will give him life for those who sin not
leading to death. There is a sin leading to
death. I don't say that he should make a
request concerning this. ¥ All
unrighteousness is sin, and there is a sin not
leading to death.

8\We know that whoever is born of God
doesn't sin, but he who was born of God
keeps himself, and the evil one doesn't
touch him. 1 We know that we are of God,
and the whole world lies in the power of the
evil one. *We know that the Son of God
has come, and has given us an
understanding, that we know him who is
true, and we are in him who is true, in his
Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God and
eternal life.

A Little children, keep yourselves from idols.

*5:13 TR omits "Amen!”
t5:14 TR adds “twenty-four”

+5:14 TR adds “the one living
forever and ever”
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2nd John

1The elder, to the chosen lady and her
children, whom I love in truth, and not I
only, but also all those who know the
truth, 2 for the truth’s sake, which remains in
us, and it will be with us forever: > Grace,
mercy, and peace will be with us, from God
the Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ,
the Son of the Father, in truth and love.

*1 rejoice greatly that I have found some of
your children walking in truth, even as we
have been commanded by the Father. > Now
I beg you, dear lady, not as though I wrote
to you a new commandment, but that which
we had from the beginning, that we love
one another. ®This is love, that we should
walk according to his commandments. This
is the commandment, even as you heard
from the beginning, that you should walk in
it. “ For many deceivers have gone out into
the world, those who don't confess that
Jesus Christ came in the flesh. This is the
deceiver and the Antichrist. ® Watch
yourselves, that we don't lose the things
which we have accomplished, but that we
receive a full reward. ° Whoever
transgresses and doesnt remain in the
teaching of Christ, doesn't have God. He
who remains in the teaching has both the
Father and the Son. °If anyone comes to
you, and doesn't bring this teaching, don't
receive him into your house, and don't
welcome him, ! for he who welcomes him
participates in his evil deeds.

2Having many things to write to you, I
don't want to do so with paper and ink, but
I hope to come to you, and to speak face to
face, that our joy may be made full. ¥ The
children of your chosen sister greet you.
Amen.
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3rd John

'The elder to Gaius the beloved, whom I
love in truth.

2Beloved, I pray that you may prosper in all
things and be healthy, even as your soul
prospers. >For I rejoiced greatly when
brothers came and testified about your
truth, even as you walk in truth. *I have no
greater joy than this: to hear about my
children walking in truth.

>Beloved, you do a faithful work in
whatever you accomplish for those who are
brothers and strangers. ° They have testified
about your love before the assembly. You
will do well to send them forward on their
journey in a way worthy of God, ” because
for the sake of the Name they went out,
taking nothing from the Gentiles. ®We
therefore ought to receive such, that we
may be fellow workers for the truth.

°T wrote to the assembly, but Diotrephes,
who loves to be first among them, doesn't
accept what we say. ° Therefore if I come, I
will call attention to his deeds which he
does, unjustly accusing us with wicked
words. Not content with this, neither does
he himself receive the brothers, and those
who would, he forbids and throws out of the
assembly. ' Beloved, don't imitate that
which is evil, but that which is good. He who
does good is of God. He who does evil
hasnt seen God. '’ Demetrius has the
testimony of all, and of the truth itself; yes,
we also testify, and you know that our
testimony is true.

131 had many things to write to you, but I
am unwilling to write to you with ink and
pen;!*but I hope to see you soon. Then we
will speak face to face. Peace be to you. The
friends greet you. Greet the friends by
name.

10
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Jude

'Jude,~a servant of Jesus Christ, and
brother of James, to those who are called,
sanctified by God the Father, and kept for
Jesus Christ: 2Mercy to you and peace and
love be multiplied.

3 Beloved, while I was very eager to write to
you about our common salvation, I was
constrained to write to you exhorting you to
contend earnestly for the faith which was
once for all delivered to the saints. *For
there are certain men who crept in secretly,
even those who were long ago written
about for this condemnation: ungodly men,
turning the grace of our God into indecency,
and denying our only Master, God, and
Lord, Jesus Christ.

>Now I desire to remind you, though you
already know this, that the Lord, having
saved a people out of the land of Egypt,
afterward destroyed those who didn't
believe. ® Angels who didnt keep their first
domain, but deserted their own dwelling
place, he has kept in everlasting bonds
under darkness for the judgment of the
great day. ’Even as Sodom and Gomorrah,
and the cities around them, having in the
same way as these, given themselves over
to sexual immorality and gone after strange
flesh, are shown as an example, suffering
the punishment of eternal fire. 8 Yet in the
same way, these also in their dreaming
defile the flesh, despise authority, and
slander celestial beings. °But Michael, the
archangel, when contending with the deuvil
and arguing about the body of Moses, dared
not bring against him an abusive
condemnation, but said, “"May the Lord
rebuke you!” °But these speak evil of
whatever things they don’t know. They are
destroyed in these things that they
understand naturally, like the creatures
without reason. 1! Woe to them! For they
went in the way of Cain, and ran riotously in
the error of Balaam for hire, and perished in

11
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Korah's rebellion. 12 These are hidden rocky
reefs in your love feasts when they feast
with you, shepherds who without fear feed
themselves; clouds without water, carried
along by winds; autumn trees without fruit,
twice dead, plucked up by the roots; '*wild
waves of the sea, foaming out their own
shame; wandering stars, for whom the
blackness of darkness has been reserved
forever. * About these also Enoch, the
seventh from Adam, prophesied, saying,
“Behold,* the Lord came with ten thousands
of his holy ones, >to execute judgment on
all, and to convict all the ungodly of all their
works of ungodliness which they have done
in an ungodly way, and of all the hard
things which ungodly sinners have spoken
against him.” ® These are murmurers and
complainers, walking after their lusts—and
their mouth speaks proud things—showing
respect of persons to gain advantage.

7But you, beloved, remember the words
which have been spoken before by the
apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ. *® They
said to you, “In the last time there will be
mockers, walking after their own ungodly
lusts.” 1° These are those who cause
divisions and are sensual, not having the
Spirit. 2° But you, beloved, keep building up
yourselves on your most holy faith, praying
in the Holy Spirit. * Keep yourselves in
God's love, looking for the mercy of our Lord
Jesus Christ to eternal life. 2> On some have
compassion, making a distinction, 2> and
some save, snatching them out of the fire
with fear, hating even the clothing stained
by the flesh.

*Now to him who is able to keep
them? from stumbling, and to present you
faultless before the presence of his glory in
great joy, °to God our Savior, who alone is
wise, be glory and majesty, dominion and
power, both now and forever. Amen.

*1:1 or, Judah
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t1:14 “Behold”, from “idol”",
means look at, take notice,
observe, see, or gaze at. It is often
used as an interjection.

$1:24 TR and NU read “you”
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