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SECTION 1—Start Here 
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Tips for Learning Fingerpicking: 
 

◉  Relax, shake your hand when you feel tense. Don't try to barrel through it 
when your hand is tensing up. Sometimes progress is two steps forward and 
one step back. 
 

◉  Go slow with the exercises and pick up little by little. There will be a time to 
play fast, but right now you trying to develop correct technique. 

 

◉  Memorize the exercises. It's more difficult to try to remember what to play 
while trying to remember how to play it. Just memorize the exercises and 
focus on getting the technique right and identifying tension when it creeps 
in. 

 

◉  Practice away from the video, then come back and play along with the video. 
 

◉  Work to where you can change chords without stopping or slowing down. 
 

◉  Be patient, persistent and have fun. Don't take yourself too seriously, but 
keep coming back at it. 
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SECTION 2—Basic Technique 
 

 

 

Fingerpicking Magic Exercise #1 
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SECTION 2 continued... 
 

You're going to play each chord two times then change to the next chord. Here’s 
what one time looks like: 

thumb... first finger... middle finger... ring finger 

 

That's four guitar notes. Do this motion two times, then move to the next chord. 

Okay, here goes. 

1. Place your left hand on the C chord and your right-hand in position. 
Remember the thumb goes on the fifth string for the C chord. 

2. Pluck all four notes, replace the fingers and pluck all four notes again. 
3. Now change the left hand to form the G chord. Place your right-hand in 

position with the thumb on the six string. 
4. Pluck all four notes, replace the fingers and pluck all four notes again. 

 

Rinse And Repeat. Go back to the C chord and repeat the process. 
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SECTION 3—Next Level 
 

Pattern: p – i – m – a—p – i – m – a 

 

Fingerpicking Magic Exercise #2 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Fingerpicking Magic Foundations 

8 

Tomasmichaud.Com | © 2015 Tomas Michaud. All Rights Reserved 

SECTION 4—Fingerpicking Patterns 
 

Fingerpicking Magic Exercise #3 
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SECTION 5—Alternating Bass Notes 
 

Pattern: p1 – i – m – a—p5 – i – m – a 

 

Fingerpicking Magic Exercise #4 
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SECTION 6—Up/Down Arpeggio 
 

Pattern: p – i – m – a—m – i 

 

Fingerpicking Magic Exercise #5 
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SECTION 7—Famous Up/Down/Up Pattern 
 

Pattern: p – i – m – a—m – i – m – a 

 

Fingerpicking Magic Exercise #6 
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SECTION 8— Review 
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SECTION 9—Combining Patterns 

 

Fingerpicking Magic Exercise #7 
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SECTION 9 continued... 
 

Fingerpicking Magic Exercise #8 
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SECTION 10—Solo Guitar Intro 
 

Fingerpicking Magic Exercise #9 
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