
1983
After construction of our second would-be Santa Fe center 
is blocked by neighbors, PK moves back to Rochester. A 
previously donated 45-acre parcel is turned over to the 
Santa Fe affiliate group.

Spring 1974
PK spending time at the “Miller Place,” outside Rochester, with 
Milda Vaivada gradually being given charge of the city center and 
then sent to Costa Rica, where she started Casa Zen de Costa 
Rica.

Spring 1974
Construction of the Link building between 5 and 7 Arnold Park, with a brick parking lot 
and landscaping added.

Summer 1975
The 5 Arnold Park carriage house is renovated to become the Buddha 
Hall, and the covered walkway is built to connect the various buildings.

July 1974
Animal Release Ceremony held at the 
country land in Honeoye, NY.

A Sangha food co-op opens its doors in the 
renovated basement of the Meigs St. house.

1981
PK takes a full-year sabbatical in Mexico, leaving 
Toni Packer to lead the Center. In December she 
flies to Mexico to tell him that she can no longer 
teach in a Buddhist context.
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1982
Toni Packer leaves the Zen Center and founds the Springwater Center, 
located south of Rochester.

May 1977
First Great Jukai, with 300 participants 
packed into the Buddha Hall.

1978
Chanting of the Kannon Sutra in English begins.

1976
First priest ordination, of Bodhin Kjolhede (BK) 
and Zenson Gifford.

1973
First monastic ordination, of Jeff Volk and Jon Sheldon.

1976
The Center makes its own tofu; Zen Bow 
announces, “This was the year of the soybean.”

1975
First Founder’s Day celebration, marking 
the Center’s 10th anniversary.

1975
Trustees agree not to provide health insurance for staff—“because staff 
are young and healthy and wouldn’t want conventional and aggressive 
medical treatment if they did get cancer or something else.”

1985
Trustees discuss PK’s wish to build “Spire for Peace” at 
Arnold Park, but reject the plan because of cost ($125,000).

November 1981
Legal action underway in an attempt to recover money 
spent on Arroyo Hondo, while search for other property in 
Sante Fe undertaken.

December 1980
Santa Fe property (Arroyo Hondo) purchased. Project budget 
is $1.3 million (with the Center having $1 million on hand). 1984

Poland Zen Center (now Bodhidharma Zen Center) established.

1975
Following Sangha meeting, Trustees decide to sell 
Honeoye land because of its poor soil, northern slope 
(short growing season), and little use by Sangha. 

Spring 1973
Hakuun Yasutani Roshi dies, and two 
tandem 7-day sesshins are held in his 
memory.

1983
John Blofeld, translator and author of many Buddhist 
books, in Rochester for a talk and three-day visit.

Fall 1973
5 Arnold Park purchased from the Third Presbyterian Church.
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1978
Toni Packer is authorized to teach by 
PK, and the number of sesshins per 
year is doubled to 14 to accommodate 
two teachers and surging numbers of 
applicants.

1977
The “dry stream” (designed by landscape architect Jim 
Rose), originally laid out in the backyard, is converted to 
a brick walkway.

1980
The Center purchases Colorado land (160 acres) 
for a training center, a project that was abandoned 
after too many obstacles to development arose.

1974
PK gives talks and workshops in Mexico and 
Costa Rica, initiating years of visits to Mexico 
(annually) and other countries of Central and 
South America.

1977
BK tapped to assist PK in writing his next book, leading to their working 
and traveling together for the next several years.

1975 
PK’s first trip to Poland (Katowice), resulting in establishment of 
affiliate center in Warsaw.

April 1983
Panel speakers Thich Nhat Hanh, PK, and Gary Snyder at the 
Center’s 1983 symposium, “Affirming Non-violence in a Violent 
World.”

1997
Awakening to Zen

1989
The Wheel of Life and Death,
a revision of The Wheel of Death

1979
Zen: Dawn in the West

1981
To Cherish All Life

1971
The Wheel of Death

1989
Zen: Merging of East and West, 
a revision of Zen: Dawn in the West

2001
Straight to the Heart of Zen

1997
The Zen of Living and Dying, a revision 
of The Wheel of Life and Death

Philip Kapleau’s books published subsequent to The Three Pillars of Zen. 

May 1982
BK, Casey Frank, and other RZC members join representatives of 
other American Zen centers at a 3-day Zazen Peace Vigil, directly 
across from the United Nations Headquarters, NYC.

1983
Post-sesshin smiles in Costa Rica.

1981
While on pilgrimage in China, PK and his party of 22 visit 
Shao Lin Temple, site of Bodhidharma’s cave. Above he is 
shown with the temple’s Abbot and RZC Sangha member  
and Asian Studies professor Kenneth Kraft.

1986
The large Universal Buddha is installed in the backyard of 5 Arnold Park as part of 
the Center’s 20th anniversary celebration.

1987
Meigs Street house sold.

1987
Inaugural meeting of the American Zen Teachers’ 
Association, hosted by the Zen Center.

1987
As proposed by BK, the Zen Center’s by-laws are changed to 
state that the Board of Trustees, rather than the Abbot, will 
make major financial and other administrative decisions.

January 1987
BK becomes Abbot and Director of the Center. 

1986
The Mountain Cloud Zen Center, in 
Santa Fe, NM, becomes autonomous.

1987
Albert Low is authorized to teach and 
named by PK as the now autonomous 
Montreal Zen Center.

1986
Zenson Gifford is authorized to teach by PK 
and the Toronto Zen Centre becomes 
autonomous under his leadership.

1986
BK is authorized to teach by PK, and named as 
his Dharma Successor and the forthcoming Abbot 
of the Zen Center.
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1986
20th Anniversary of the RZC commemorated with 
a conference on “Buddhism and Nonviolence.”

1987
Sunyana Graef is authorized to teach by PK 
and, in the next year founds the Vermont 
Zen Center.

1988
Sunday post-teisho brunches begin a 
way to foster Sangha community. 

1985
Stockholm Zen Center founded as an 
affiliate center. Later it expands to 
include groups in Finland and Glasgow, 
as well as Sweden broadly, changing its 
name to Zenbuddhistiska Samfundet 
(Zen Buddhist Association).


