
Intended to be used as a one-bedroom, one-bath 
home initially, Klava House's flexible design 
provides the potential for expansion into the 
insulated and heated walk-out lower level.

An Inclusive Design approach means that the 
house will be fully accessible and adaptable to 
future needs.  Both levels will have a “no-barrier” 
entry, meaning that there won’t be a step or other 
obstacle that would be difficult for someone with 
limited mobility.

Klava House will be extremely energy-efficient, 
utilizing Passive House* methods that result in a 
very tight and well-insulated envelope.  It will likely 
have “net-zero” energy consumption when solar 
energy becomes feasible.

Klava House is a two-story 
structure with approximately 
1100 square feet per level.



Klava House is intended to look like an 
indigenous rural outbuilding.  The design is in 
keeping with the Farmhouse and barn nearby.

The garden slope near the Farmhouse 
was chosen as the site for security 
purposes, and because the house can 
connect to existing utilities.

As much as possible, reclaimed and donated 
materials will be used in the construction, such as 
leftover materials from retreat center construction, 
reclaimed barn wood, donated supplies, etc.



The ceiling on the main level will be vaulted to make the small 
spaces feel more open.  It could be constructed of nail-laminated 
timber, which would be structural and act as the finish material.  It 
will cost about the same as a conventionally constructed drywall 
ceiling and roof, but will give a warm rustic aesthetic.  

The rafters with steel cross-braces will carry all 
of the roof load to the exterior walls, allowing for 
greater flexibility with the interior wall placement.  



This floor plan shows one layout possibility for 
the upper level, but there is no limitation on 
interior wall placement as none of them will be 
load bearing.

The Flex Space in the plan could 
be used as a study or as a second 
bedroom.



The lower level of Klava House will initially 
contain only the mechanicals (heating, water, 
and electric supply), and will be ready to finish 
as a comfortable living space.

Eight-foot high ceilings, exterior doors and windows 
on three sides will give this floor an open feeling 
instead of feeling like a typical basement.

Future possibilities for this level include 
a small zendo, dorm space, or a suite 
for the caretaker of an elderly teacher.


