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Schedule 

 Session 1: 1:00-1:40 Pastor Howard 

 Break 1:40-1:50 

 Session 2: 1:50-2:30 Pastor Mondy 

 Break 2:30-2:40 

 Session 3: 2:40-3:20 Pastor Kelvin 

 Break 3:20-3:30 

 Session 4: 3:30-4:00 Language Group Break-Out 

 Leading Small Group Bible Studies and Discussions 



Session 1: Pastor Howard 

The Importance of God’s Word; Need to Interpret the 

Bible; Goal of Bible Interpretation 

 The Bible is God’s special revelation in written form, 

“God-breathed” and is authoritative for all matters 

related to life and ministry 

 Interpretation of the Bible is necessary because it was 

written in a particular time of history with eternal 

significance 

 The goal of biblical interpretation is to know God, grasp 

His intended meaning and message, and apply it 



Session 2: Pastor Mondy 

Historical/Literary Context; Literary Content;  

Bible Study Websites 

 Historical Context: What specific historical events were 
happening when the text was being composed 

 Literature Context: Circumstance that surround a given 
text and help to specify its meaning. How a short 
passage is significant to the whole and the whole affects 
the whole passage 

 Literature Content:  Content has to do with the 
meanings of words, their grammatical relationships in 
sentences  

 Tools: Study Bibles, Commentaries and Websites 
 



Session 3: Pastor Kelvin 

Topics: Bible Translations; Bible Study Tools Application 

and Examples 

  No matter whether you are a younger or 

experienced Christian, comparing translations 

and the help of the study tools allows you to 

have a broader understanding of the Bible 

passage and dive deeper into the biblical text.  

 



Back Cover: “Understanding the 

Bible isn’t for the few, the gifted, 

the scholarly. The Bible is 

accessible. It’s meant to be read 

and comprehended by everyone 

from armchair readers to seminary 

students. A few essential insights 

into the Bible can clear up a lot of 

misconceptions and help you 

grasp the meaning of Scripture 

and its application to your twenty-

first century life.” 



Importance of God’s Word 

 Know God, Set-Apart for Him by His Word  

 John 17:3 Now this is eternal life: that they know you, 

the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have 

sent. 

 John 17:16 They are not of the world, even as I am not 

of it. 17 Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth. 

18 As you sent me into the world I have sent them into 

the world. 19 For them I sanctify myself, that they too 

may be truly sanctified. 



Importance of God’s Word 

 Follow His Word as authority and guide for life and 
ministry (2 Timothy 3:14-17) 

 2 Tim. 3:14 But as for you, continue in what you have 
learned and have become convinced of, because you 
know those from whom you learned it,15 and how from 
infancy you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are 
able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ 
Jesus.  

 2 Tim. 3:16 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for 
teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in 
righteousness,17 so that the servant of God may be 
thoroughly equipped for every good work. 



Importance of God’s Word 

 Submit to the Holy Spirit to teach, remind, reveal God’s Word 

 John 14:25 “All this I have spoken while still with you. 26 But the 
Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will 
teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to 
you. 

 1 Cor 2:10b The Spirit searches all things, even the deep things of God. 
11 For who knows a person’s thoughts except their own spirit within 
them? In the same way no one knows the thoughts of God except the 
Spirit of God. 12 What we have received is not the spirit of the world, 
but the Spirit who is from God, so that we may understand what God 
has freely given us. 13 This is what we speak, not in words taught us by 
human wisdom but in words taught by the Spirit, explaining spiritual 
realities with Spirit-taught words. 14 The person without the Spirit does 
not accept the things that come from the Spirit of God but considers 
them foolishness, and cannot understand them because they are 
discerned only through the Spirit. 



Importance of God’s Word 

 Be Diligent to Study the Word of Truth 

 2 Tim 2:14-15  Keep reminding God’s people of these 
things. Warn them before God against quarreling about 

words; it is of no value, and only ruins those who listen.  

 Do your best [diligent] to present yourself to God as one 

approved, a worker who does not need to be ashamed 

[of the work presented] and who correctly handles the 

word of truth. 



Need to Interpret God’s Word 

 Bridging the Distance from Then to Now 

 Bible written in a diversity of situations over a 1500 year period 
where “God’s word was expressed in the vocabulary and 
thought patterns of those persons and conditioned by the 
culture of those times and circumstances.” (27) 

 God communicates His message in human words in a particular 
time, place, culture, literary form, and occasion that is different 
from ours 

 “Interpretation of the Bible is demanded by the ‘tension’ that 
exists between its eternal significance [as God’s message] and its 
historical particularity [context of real human history].” 
(Fee/Stuart, 25-6) 



Bridging Historical/Cultural Distance 

 How do you understand the following? 

 The “Cross” (22) 

Not a Roman Cross, but a “T” 

 The “Church” (23) 

Not a building with pews, but a gathering 

 The “Flesh” (24) 

Not bodily appetites, but a power; pride, self-

centeredness 

 

 

 



Need to Interpret God’s Word 

 Different rules of interpretation apply to various 
literary forms (Genres) 

 What kind of literary forms do we see in the Bible? 

 Letters, OT stories, NT Acts, Gospel, Parables, Law, 
Prophets, Psalms, Wisdom, Revelation (Apocalyptic) 

 Different kinds of writing have different approaches 
needed to understand them 

 Fee/Stuart: “We need to know how a psalm, a form 
addressed to God, functions as God’s word to us, and 
how certain psalms differ from others, and how all of 
them differ from “laws…” (27) 

 







Psalm 13 

 

How long, Lord? Will you forget me forever? 

    How long will you hide your face from me? 

2 How long must I wrestle with my thoughts 

    and day after day have sorrow in my heart? 

    How long will my enemy triumph over me? 

3 Look on me and answer, Lord my God. 

    Give light to my eyes, or I will sleep in death, 

4 and my enemy will say, “I have overcome him,” 

    and my foes will rejoice when I fall. 

5 But I trust in your unfailing love; 

    my heart rejoices in your salvation. 

6 I will sing the Lord’s praise, 

    for he has been good to me. 

 





Goal of Interpretation 

 To understand the author’s (God’s) intended 
message/meaning 

 Tuck: To know God and listen to what He’s said. The Bible is 
the only form of special revelation we have today.  

 Fee/Stuart: The aim of good interpretation is simple: to get 
at the “plain meaning of the text,” the author’s intended 
meaning.   

 Eisegesis–(into) read own ideas into text 

 Exegesis—(out of) reading author’s ideas out from the text 

 Modern Example: Amy Tan, The Joy Luck Club 

 



Effective Communication 

Sender    (Message/Idea)  Receiver 
 “Telephone” Game (4 Volunteers) 

 

 What could go wrong? 

 Faulty encoding of message (Sender Problem) 

 Faulty decoding of message (Receiver problem) 

 

 God’s Word as Communication 

 Who is the Sender? The Receiver? 

 What is the message being sent? 

 If the message is received incorrectly, where is the 

problem? 

 



Faulty Decoding: Reader as Interpreter 

 “We tend to think that our understanding is the same as the 

Holy Spirit’s or the human author’s intent. However, we 

invariably bring to the text all of that we are, with all of our 

experiences, culture, and prior understanding of words and 

ideas.” (Fee and Stuart, 22) 

 Danger: Subjective understanding/bias 

 Devotional reading 

 Superficial/surface reading 

 “Quick” application 

 Can make the Bible say just about anything (out of 

context) 



Hearing God’s Word? 

 Creatively apply each of the following verses 
without looking them up or study: 

 “What you are about to do, do quickly," Jesus told 
him. (John 13:27) 

 I can do everything through him who gives me 
strength. (Philippians 4:13) 

 I have come that they may have life, and have it to 
the full. (John 10:10b) 

 What do you need to know to fully understand 
and apply these verses? 



Two Tasks of Interpretation 

 Exegesis: to understand what was said to them 
back then and there 

 Human side of literary types of communication (Genres) 

 Need to know the rules that apply to each type 

 Matters related to words, grammar, structure, theme, etc. 

 Hermeneutics: learn to hear that same word in the 
here and now 

 “A text cannot mean what it could never have meant for 
its original readers/hearers” (34) 

 Faithfully apply the meaning/principle today 



From Bible Text to Application 

 1. Meaning of the Text 

 2. Original Cultural Situation 

3. Deep Principles 

 4. Parallel Situations Today 

 5. Application/Contextualization  

 1. Jesus teaches that the fulfillment of the 
commandment of love is to show neighborly 
love as the Samaritan did for the injured Jew. 

 2. Samaritan (enemy) is the hero of the 
story; Expert loves those who are friendly; 
Readers situation needing ethic of love? 

 3.  Be a loving neighbor without 
favoritism to those in need 

 4. People tend to avoid; those ”run into” in 
daily life, but don’t see; don’t want to get 
hands “dirty” or too busy 

 5. Who is someone God has brought into your 
life who needs His love and compassion? 

 

(from Osbourne, Hermeneutical Spiral, 134) 
Parable of the Good Samaritan, Luke 10:25-37 



 



 



Meaning in the Bible Text 

 Principle: Meaning is in the Big/Main Idea 

 Meaning is found in the paragraph/section (not 

individual phrases, thoughts, or words 

 Synthesis (Genre, Structure, Theme) and Analysis 

(Words, Grammar, Context) work together toward the 

Big/Main Idea  

 


