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Deceitful ideas give way to disordered desires, which gives way 
to a culture that normalizes sin which separates us from God. 
  

The Church was not created for just our comfort or desires. 
  
In Matthew 16, Jesus comes to His disciples and asks, “Who do people 
say I am.” Some say John the Baptist, some say Elijah, some say you are 
simply a great prophet. Jesus asks, “who do YOU say that I am.” And 
Peter says, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”  

 
 
 

USING THIS SERMON DISCUSSION GUIDE 
 

We have provided all the Scriptures references in the sermon 
 and some discussion questions for you to use to discuss the weekend message.  

 
This Sermon Discussion Guide is only a tool to aid you in meeting the needs of your group.   

For most groups, there are too many questions to answer in one session together. Give priority  
to the needs and pace of your group members.   

 
While the questions are important, remember your group’s goal is to create an atmosphere that will 
foster true friendships.  Use the discussion questions as you see fit but emphasize the relationships. 



[Matthew 16:17-18] 
17Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not 
revealed to you by flesh and blood, but by my Father in heaven. 18 And I tell 
you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build My church, and the gates 
of Hades will not overcome it. 
  
He is saying, “upon the unwavering revelation and truth of the Lordship of 
Jesus, I will build MY church.” 
   

Ekklesia (Greek): “Called out ones “ 
  

We are called out to be called together.  

[Ephesians 2:19]  
Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and strangers, but fellow 
citizens with God’s people and also members of his household, 20 built on 
the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the 
chief cornerstone. 21 In him the whole building is joined together and rises 
to become a holy temple in the Lord. 22 And in Him you too are being built 
together to become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit. 
  

He called us out to come together: to be a refuge for the world, 
to be a light, to be the hope, to be hosts for His presence.  

 
Ekklesia in Greek Culture: An official gathering of a city's competent 
citizens to establish laws, officers and policies. 
 

In other words, the church should not be recognized as a fringe entity 
trying to survive at all costs. The church should set the culture. The 
church should not bicker and divide, and act like the world, the church 

should be the light of the world, a city set on a hill.  

[Acts 2:41-47] 
41 Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and the same day 
there were added unto them about three thousand souls.42 And they 



continued steadfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, and in 
breaking of bread, and in prayers. 43 And fear came upon every soul: and 
many wonders and signs were done by the apostles. 44 And all that 
believed were together, and had all things common; 45 And sold their 
possessions and goods, and parted them to all men, as every man had 
need. 46 And they, continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and 
breaking bread from house to house, did eat their meat with gladness and 
singleness of heart,47 Praising God, and having favor with all the people. 
And the Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved. 
 
How to Be a Light in the Darkness— 

1. Gather -  
 
[Acts 2:44,46]  
44 And all that believed were together…  
46 And they, continuing daily with one accord in the temple and breaking 
bread from house to house, did eat their meat with gladness and singleness 
of heart 
  
[Matthew 18:19]  
…where two or more are gathered, I am there.... 
  
[Psalm 133] 
Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in 
unity!...3 for there the Lord commanded the blessing, even life forevermore. 
  
[Psalm 22:3] 
“But You are holy, Enthroned in the praises of Israel. 
  

We are meant to gather and when His people gather in unity, 
He is there! Don’t miss the meeting! 

  
• You can meet with God alone absolutely. But there is a special 

presence when God’s people are together.  
 
 
 



[Revelation 2:1] 
…These are the words of him who holds the seven stars in his right hand 
and walks among the seven golden lampstands. 
  

God walks among His churches. 
  

There is a blessing on the gathering, and the enemy will do 
what it takes to keep you from it. 

  
[Psalm 73:16-17] 
16 When I tried to understand all this it troubled me deeply 17 till I entered 
the sanctuary of God; then I understood 
 

2. Grow: in numbers, knowledge, and generosity 
  

[Acts 41] 
Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and the same day 
there were added unto them about three thousand souls.42And they 
continued steadfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, and in 
breaking of bread, and in prayers.  
 
[Colossians 3:16] 
Let the message of Christ dwell among you richly as you teach and 
admonish one another with all wisdom through psalms, hymns, and 
songs from the Spirit, singing to God with gratitude in your hearts. 
  

It’s easy to think you’re crushing life when you’re doing life alone, but 
that is challenged when you are met by the teaching and accountability 

of the community.  
   

A lot of times people don’t commit to church community because the 
correction we’re presenting doesn’t suit their ego, so they wander and 

are constantly searching and acquiring different ideas but they are never 
truly growing. 

  



“Our disordered desires are normalized in a sinful society. Which 
functions as a kind of echo chamber of the flesh. A self-validating 

feedback loop where we’re all telling each other what we want (or what 
our flesh wants) to hear.”—John Mark Comer 

  
The purpose of the gathering on a Sunday or small groups during the 

week is not so we can tell you what you want to hear. It’s for teaching, it’s 
for correcting, it’s for growing, and the heart is always for restoration. 

  

[1 Thessalonians 5:11] 
Therefore encourage one another and build each other up, just as in fact you 
are doing. 
 
[2 Corinthians 13:9] 
We are glad whenever we are weak but you are strong; and our prayer is 
that you may be fully restored.  
  
Your best life is not in isolation telling yourself what you want to hear, 
your best life is in a community that says “let me bring something to your 
attention, so that you can grow”.  
  

3. Give 
  
[Acts 2:44-45] 
44 And all that believed were together, and had all things common; 45 And 
sold their possessions and goods, and parted them to all men, as every man 
had need. 

 
[1 Corinthians 12:13-14, 25] 
13 We were all baptized by one Holy Spirit. And so we are formed into one 
body. It didn’t matter whether we were Jews or Gentiles, slaves or free 
people. We were all given the same Spirit to drink. 14 So the body is not 
made up of just one part. It has many parts. 
25 In that way, the parts of the body will not take sides. All of them will take 
care of one another.  
  
  



Church was designed so that you would not just take, but so that you 
would contribute to the body! To the atmosphere, to the needs of others. 

    
Church is stale and quite frankly very boring when you say “feed me,” 

but church comes alive when all the members say, “How can I contribute 
to this atmosphere today?” 

  
I will sing, I will encourage, I will teach, I will give, I will help, I will serve.  
  
[Galatians 6:2-3] 
Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ. If 
anyone thinks they are something when they are not, they deceive 
themselves.  
 

Culture is designed for your comfort; the Church is designed for your 
teaching, correction, and experiencing the fullness of God for you. 

4. Daily 
  
[Acts 2:42,46-47] 
42 And they continued steadfastly… 46 And they, continuing daily with one 
accord in the temple…47 And the Lord added to the church daily. 
  
[Hebrews 10:24] 
And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good 
deeds, 25 not giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, 
but encouraging one another—and all the more as you see the Day 
approaching. 
   
FOR MONDAY— 

1. Develop a consistency in coming to church and attending 
small group. 

2. Spend time in God’s Word reflecting on the role of the 
Church. 

3. If you’re not using your gifts to build the Church, find a way to 
jump in and serve someone. https://my.tfh.org/startserving  

 



TALK IT THROUGH 
1. Considering how Peter’s revelation of Jesus changed his 

perception of Church, what is your understanding of the 
Church today? Why is it the hope of the world? 

2. How is the Church built, and how are you still building it with 
your life? 

3. For you personally and in your family, how can we be a 
magnet and a host for God’s presence? 

4. How do you know you have been called out, and for what 
purpose? 

5. How do we, as the church, emit our light in a culture of 
darkness, amidst the lies around us? How are we supposed 
to set the tone of our culture? 

6. What are ways that we can grow together? [Acts 2:41-47] 
What could that look like to the world around us? 

7. Why is it essential for us to contribute to the Body of Christ? 
What are some ways that you can sacrifice for someone else? 

8. Can we sit in grief and lament with people? How can we 
shoulder each other’s burdens? Why is that significant? 

9. When have you kept showing up and God helped you 
weather storms? (Don’t miss the meeting!) How did He use 
you as a light? 

10. Who can you encourage this week to stay connected 
and growing? What does that look like? 


