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May 1, 2016
I’m Michael Santos and I write to thank you for considering Earning Freedom
Mastermind Products and Services. Our products and services will improve outcomes
in your school, jail, or prison, or I will insist on giving you a 100% money back guarantee.
Please do your diligence. Your research will show that I am authentic and that I
make an absolute commitment to provide clients with a 10x return on investment—or
clients pay nothing.
At-risk populations respond to Earning Freedom products and services because
people who succeeded after struggle deliver the message. Since we offer programs in
audio format, video format, or literature, we offer many benefits to administrators
who are concerned with safety and security:
• Earning Freedom products contributes to staff safety by building intrinsic motivation for people in prison.
• Earning Freedom products do not threaten security because formerly incarcerated people teach without every coming into contact with people in your institution—no possible introduction of contraband.
• Earning Freedom products create a true inside-outside reentry program, as
inmate family members can simultaneously listen to all podcasts and episodes
through iTunes, YouTube, or through MichaelSantos.com.
• Earning Freedom products provide an ongoing steam of content that shows people how to develop critical thinking skills necessary to reject criminal lifestyle
and prepare for success.
• Earning Freedom products provide stories of people who returned to society successfully.
• Earning Freedom offers ongoing support for staff and inmates.
• Earning Freedom offers train-the-trainer sessions for those who request it.

Michael@MichaelSantos.com
3333 Michelson Drive, Suite 500 / Irvine, CA 92612
(949) 334-9119
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• Earning Freedom products may be offered through open-ended self-study, or
through facilitator led programming.
• Earning Freedom products can be woven through a case-management system to
collect data—showing how Earning Freedom products accomplish the following
tasks:
»
»
»
»

Increase enrollment for all other institutional programs.
Lower levels of disciplinary infractions for those who participate.
Build intrinsic motivation for at-risk populations to prepare for success.
Build critical thinking skills for participants.

Our products include the Earning Freedom podcast that are immediately available. Those episodes follow a format as follows:
• Each 30-minute podcast shares strategies that I learned from masterminds like
Socrates, Mandela, Gandhi, and others. Those strategies empowered me through
26 years in prison. Others can use those strategies to transform their life in a
self-directed way.
• I interview other formerly incarcerated individuals who emerged successfully
and we discuss how their adjustment inside led to new opportunities and success.
• I interview community leaders who offer guidance on what people with criminal
backgrounds can do to transition into the job market.
We produce regularly updated content in the following formats:
• Audio podcasts in MP3 format
• Video files in either MP4 or .Mov format
• Literature in either PDF or Epub format or softcover books
Please contact me. I would like to share how and why Earning Freedom products
and services can serve as a valuable resource for your institution and contribute to
your community’s safety.
Sincerely,
Michael Santos
Desk: 949-334-9119 / Cell: 415-419-1728

Michael@MichaelSantos.com
3333 Michelson Drive, Suite 500 / Irvine, CA 92612
(949) 334-9119
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Testimonials
I regard Michael Santos as an eminent policy analyst in the field of sentencing and
corrections. At Stanford Law School, we welcome his great wisdom about the most
needed and feasible improvements in reentry practice and programs.
Joan Petersilia,
Professor of Law,
Stanford Law School
I wanted to find a Reentry program to build intrinsic motivation for people in
prison. The Mastermind course has been that program. I personally facilitate the
Mastermind course to our prison’s most problematic prisoners. To be effective as
a reentry program, a prison audience must trust and relate to the message. The
men in Maine engage because they see that Michael succeeded after release, just
as they would like to succeed. I feel the program is most effective when a facilitator
can translate the workbook and video presentation onto a whiteboard. This strategy
keeps highly resistant participants engaged and challenged.
Michael Tausek,
Deputy Warden
Maine State Prison
Prisons should give serious consideration to the curriculum prepared by Michael
Santos, specifically designed to prepare inmates for release. I read his book, Earning Freedom: Conquering a 45-Year Prison Term. He has the life experience, knowledge, skills, and intellect to contribute to the rehabilitation process.
Honorable Robert Tafoya,
Superior Court Judge,
Bakersfield, California
Michael Santos is a great resource for students at UC Berkeley! I invite him to
speak regularly to my large class in Wheeler Hall, with more than 500 students in
attendance each time. His dynamic presentations always inspire and educate the
Berkeley community. Michael shows the power of human potential and we welcome
him to present at Berkeley anytime.
Professor Alan Ross,
University of California, Berkeley
Haas Business School
I’ve done business with Michael Santos and I will continue to do business with
Michael Santos. He inspires me every day and I’m glad to have his friendship. I’ve
never had any doubt of the success he would build.
Lee Nobmann,
Founder, Golden State Lumber
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Michael Santos wants to give back. I find him to be very genuine. He feels very
strongly that whatever he can do to help offenders change their lives and become
successful, he would like to do. It’s a very compelling story.
Michael Colwell,
Assistant Director
Washington State Correctional Industries
Immediately after his release in 2013, Santos began lecturing at a respected state
university. Today, he has a website, course materials for persons facing lengthy
prison sentences, scores of supporters and mentors, and the charisma and character
to hold a law symposium audience spellbound for every minute of his thirty-minute
presentation.
Rory Little,
Professor of Law, University of California
Hastings College of the Law
Michael Santos is one of the most inspiring people that I have ever met. I had the
good fortune of meeting him last year when he spoke at Gideon’s Promise. He has
inspired many lawyers. He works with lawyers to improve the outcome for our clients, preparing them so they have meaningful lives in prison and beyond.
Colette Tvedt, Director,
National Association of Criminal Defense
Lawyers
Michael Santos has channeled his fine mind and abundant energy into academic
work of excellent quality. His personal and academic achievements while incarcerated convince me that he has become a serious and intellectually sophisticated man
who has great potential for doing good as well as doing well. His life and skills give
promise to anyone enduring challenge.
Alfred Cohn,
Professor of Psychology,
Hofstra University
Michael Santos’ articles have appeared in scholarly journals and textbooks. His
knowledge of the federal prison system and succeeding inside and outside of prison
is without equal.
George F. Cole,
Professor Emeritus,
University of Connecticut
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I have noticed over the years that we listen to some people because of what they
have to say, and that we listen to others because of where they have been. I listen to
Michael Santos for both reasons.
J. Colin Harris,
Professor of Religion of and Philosophy
Mercer University
“Santos relates how he has structured his prison time to avoid confrontations with
other inmates and trouble with guards and has pursued every educational opportunity open to him. This culminated in a master’s degree from Hofstra University.”
Edward Humes,
Los Angeles Times Sunday Book Review
As Success After Prison shows, nothing can stop an individual who chooses to success. Despite being incarcerated for longer than 26 years, Michael Santos has come
back to society strong. He quickly began applying all that he learned to launch a
number of successful business ventures while simultaneously making contributions
to society.
Tim Ufkes,
Managing Director
Berkadia
In Success After Prison, Michael Santos shows the results of making good decisions.
Even though he started life with a 45-year prison term, he came out and quickly
launched a career that brought him into the top percentile of all earners. He embodies the characteristics of a hardcore closer. If you follow the guidance in Success
After Prison, you will too!
Ryan Stewman,
Hardcore Closer
I was happy to assist Michael with the purchase of three investment properties. I
found him to be honest and fully capable of articulating an investment strategy—
just as he described in Success After Prison. I’m looking forward to assisting Michael with all of his real estate financing needs. His work ethic, as characterized in
this book, inspires me to work toward achieving more.
Derek Clemons, Mortgage Banker,
Evergreen Mortgage
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Other Books by Michael G. Santos

Inside:

Life Behind Bars in America
St. Martin’s Press

About Prison
Cengage Publishing

Profiles From Prison
Greenwood Praeger

Prison! My 8,344th Day
APS Publishing/PrisonProfessor, LLC

Earning Freedom:

Conquering a 45-Year Prison Term
APS Publishing/PrisonProfessor, LLC

Success!

The Straight-A Guide
for At-Risk Youth and Young Offenders
APS Publishing/PrisonProfessor, LLC

Triumph!

The Straight-A Guide
Preparing Prisoners for Reentry
APS Publishing/PrisonProfessor, LLC

Success After Prison:

How I Built Assets Worth
$1,000,000
Within Two Year of Release
From 26 Years Inside
(And How You Can Succeed, Too!)
APS Publishing/PrisonProfessor, LLC

Contact:
PrisonProfessor, LLC
3333 Michelson Drive, Suite 500
Irvine, CA 92612
949-334-9119
https://offers.michaelsantos.com/books

11

12

MICHAEL G. SANTOS
2016

Current Address:
3333 Michelson Drive
Suite 500
Irvine, CA 92612
Email: Michael@MichaelSantos.com
URL: MichaelSantos.com
Cell: 415-419-1728
Desk: 949-334-9119

CURRICULUM VITAE
Current Position:
Prison Professor, LLC, Principal (2014-present)
Provide sentence-mitigation services and consulting for defendants who face criminal charges.
MGS Group, LLC, Principal (2013-present)
Create programs and offer services to help people understand prisons, the people hold, and strategies for growing
through confinement. Keynote speaking. Host Earning Freedom podcast and webinars.
San Francisco State University, Adjunct Professor (2013-2014)
Designed and taught Architecture of Incarceration for two semesters.

Educational Background
Hofstra University. Hempstead, New York. 1992-1995.
Master of Arts. Completed at the New College through independent study in May 1995. Began studies
while confined in USP Atlanta. MA in Inter-Disciplinary Studies.
Mercer University. Atlanta, GA. 1989-1992.
Completed Bachelor of Arts, cum laude, in Human Resources Management. Received my degree in May
1992. Enrolled in program while confined in USP Atlanta in 1989.

Books Published
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Success After Prison: How I Built Assets Worth $1,000,000 Within Two Years of Release From 26 Years Inside (And
How You Can Succeed, Too!)
Earning Freedom Mastermind Workbook and Facilitator Guide
Earning Freedom: Conquering A 45-Year Prison Term
Triumph! Straight-A Guide to Preparing for Success Through Prison and Beyond
Prison! My 8,344th Day
Success! The Straight-A Guide For At-Risk Youth
Inside: Life Behind Bars in America
About Prison
Profiles from Prison
What If I Go To Prison?
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Other Publications
Santos, M “Incentivizing Excellence: A Suggestion for Merit-based Reductions From a 26-year Federal Prison
Insider.” (UC Hasting’s Law Journal. Volume 67, Summer of 2015.
Santos, M “Living Life Behind Bars in America” for the Oxford Handbook on Sentencing and
Corrections with Joan Petersilia, PhD and Kevin Reitz, PhD. Oxford University Press. 2012.
Santos, M. “Going In on the Chain” for American Corrections Michael Reisig’s American Corrections.
Belmont, CA: Cengage. 2011.
Santos, M. with Mary Bosworth, Debi Campbell, Bonita Demby, and Seth M. Ferranti. “Doing Prison
Research: Views from Inside.” Qualitative Inquiry. Vol. 10(1). 2004.
Santos, M. “Inmate Volunteers” in M. Bosworth. (Ed.). Encyclopedia of US Prisons and Corrections, Volume
One and Two. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Reference. 2004.
Santos, M. “Contraband” in M. Bosworth.(Ed.). Encyclopedia of US Prisons and Corrections, Volume One
and Two. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Reference. 2004.
Santos, M. “Maintaining Community Ties While in Prison” in M. Bosworth. The US Federal Prison System.
Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publications. 2002.
"Prisoner Education Programs" in Todd Clear and George F. Cole's American Corrections.
4th Edition, Belmont, CA: Wadsworth. 1997
"One Man's Walk Through Atlanta's Jungle" in George Cole and Christopher Smith's Criminal Justice in
America. Belmont, CA: Wadsworth. 1995.
"Prison Commissaries" in Marilyn McShane and F.P. Williams (eds.) Encyclopedia of American Prisons. New
York: Garland Press. 1995.
"Positive Programs Instead of Chain Gangs" Bradford Era, May 22, 1995.
"Transcending the Wall", Journal of Criminal Justice Education, Volume 6, Number 1. Spring, 1995.
"Facing Long-Term Incarceration" in Tim Flanagan's (ed.) Long-Term Imprisonment: Issues of Policy, Science
and Correctional Practice, pp. 33-36. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publications. 1995.
“Fighting Crime from Behind Bars" in Atlanta Journal Constitution.
Friday, February 11, 1994.

Conference Presentations
“Ninth Circuit Corrections Summit: Collaborating on Common Concerns.” November 4, 2015: Sacramento,
CA.
“Federal Sentencing Reform” UC Hastings Law Symposium, February 13, 2015.
"The Crusonian Prisoner" Paper delivered at the annual conference of the Academy of Criminal Justice
Science. Chicago, March 15, 1994.
"Prisoner Perceptions in a Maximum-Security Prison" Video and paper presented at the annual conference of
the American Society of Criminology. Miami, 1994.

Professional References
Michael Colwell, Assistant Director, Correctional Industries, Washington State Department of Corrections
• mccolwell@DOC1.WA.GOV
Joan Petersilia, Professor of Law, Stanford University:
• petersilia@law.stanford.edu
Dr. Edward Rhine, Currently at Robina Institute. Former Deputy Director for the Office of Offender Reentry, Ohio
Department of Rehabilitation and Corrections
• erhine3997@aol.com
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This 10-part Earning Freedom Mastermind course offers strategies to
prepare for success through prison and beyond. We present lessons from
masterminds who’ve overcome struggle. Lessons offered
through combination
combinati of printed content, video content,
and audio content. A participant
cipant workbook
allows individuals to record responses as
they embark upon a disciplined, deliberate
path through a successful prison adjustment.
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Featuring
Formerly Incarcerated
Success Stories

Featuring
Business and Community
Leaders

Podcasts / Videos
Lessons
Prepare for Success
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Earning Freedom
Podcast / iTunes / MichaelSantos.com

Dr. Jesse De La Cruz
Gang Member at 13
30 Years in prison
Released at 43
Earns AA Degree
Earns BA Degree
Earns MA Degree
Earns Doctorate at 62
Earns six-figures as
Judicial Expert
Episode 253
Part 2 of 2
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How do You Prepare for a
Sentence Commutation?
President Obama commuted sentences for 61 people on March 30,
2016. Many of those people were serving life sentences. Instead of
losing hope, their adjustments while serving time reflected their
commitment to reconciling with society and preparing for success.
Positive attitudes, sustained over time, paid off for people who had
their sentences commuted. A positive attitude and adjustment can
pay off for you, too.
Participate in the Earning Freedom Mastermind Courses. Learn how
behavior inside positions you for success through prison and beyond.
Ten New episodes delivered to the Reentry Center and to Education
each month. Episodes feature formerly incarcerated people who
emerged successfully. Next month I'll present people who received
Presidential Commutations. Emulate their behavior, and success will
come your way, too. Write to the address below so I can learn the
type of information you would like me present next.
Prison Professor, LLC
℅ Michael Santos
3333 Michelson Drive, Suite 500
Irvine, CA 92612
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Earning Freedom
Podcast Library
Audio Podcasts Featuring Formerly
Incarcerated Success Stories
Each Earning Freedom podcast features a message of hope. I interview
other formerly incarcerated individuals who emerged successfully. I also
share strategies that empowered me through 26 years in prison. We
discuss the importance of strategic, deliberate decisions in prison to
prepare for success in prison and beyond.
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Scott
Budnick
125
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Shokrian
010

2

Chris
Samples
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Denman
009

1
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Name

#

http://traffic.libsyn.com/mich
aelsantos/2CaldwellIntervie
w_mixdown.mp3

http://traffic.libsyn.com/mich
aelsantos/Scott_Budnick_m
ixdown.mp3

http://traffic.libsyn.com/mich
aelsantos/ChrisSamples_mi
xdown.mp3

http://traffic.libsyn.com/mich
aelsantos/Jonathan3-2615.mp3

http://traffic.libsyn.com/mich
aelsantos/KenDenman_mix
down.mp3

Link

CEO / Leadership / CEO Series #1

CEO

Hollywood
Producer

Leader

CEO

CEO

Type

Dan Caldwell is the founder of legendary
mixed-martial arts clothing company TapouT.
He grew up in a poor, gang-infested area--the
murder capital of the world. This doubleepisode (60 minutes) features story of how he
built his company.

Scott Budnick is the Hollywood producer who
brought The Hangover series and other bigbudget films to market. Scott also devotes
considerable time, energy, and resources to
prison reform. Today he discusses his group
The Anti-Recidivism Coalition.

Chris Samples devoted his life to the military.
He talks about how he became an officer and
the role he has had in leadership. Chris
describes how reading great books leads to a
pattern of success.

Jon Shokrian is a young entrepreneur who
served time in prison. He launched Me
Undies, a website that allowed people to
order underwear and have it delivered. The
business now generates millions. He
discusses how his time in prison made him a
better businessman.

Ken Denman is an African-American who
grew up in the inner city. He chose to reject
the criminal lifestyle and focus on building his
career. In this episode, Ken talks about the
values that led him away from crime and into
a life of success. He talks about what it takes
to move past bad decision, into a life of
meaning, relevance, and the job market.

Description

Answer: He strives to teach strategies others
can use to succeed.

Since selling TapouT and becoming worth
hundreds of millions, what drives Dan now?

Answer: Sign a pledge to live crime free and
join ARC.

What can a former prisoner do to become a
part of the transitional housing project that
Scott created for former prisoners?

Answer: Our choices

According to Chris, what determines our
destiny?

Answer: Sponsor athlete to become
spokesperson for Me Undies.

What marketing idea did another prisoner give
to Jonathan?

Answer: Learn to code computers.

What could a prisoner learn that would
guarantee him a high-earning job upon release,
regardless of criminal background?

Question

Earning Freedom Mastermind Program, Master Catalog / Michael@MichaelSantos.com / 415-419-1728
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Name

Seth
Ferranti
167

Shon
Hopwood
017

Tulio
Cardozo
148

Andres
Idarraga
031

Lamont
Carey
184

#

6

7

8

9

10

http://traffic.libsyn.com/mich
aelsantos/Lamont_mixdown
.mp3

http://traffic.libsyn.com/mich
aelsantos/3_Andres_mixdo
wn.mp3

http://traffic.libsyn.com/mich
aelsantos/Tulio148_mixdow
n.mp3

http://traffic.libsyn.com/mich
aelsantos/Shon2_mixdown.
mp3

http://traffic.libsyn.com/mich
aelsantos/Seth_Ferranti_mi
xdown.mp3

Link

Hollywood
/ Speaker

Lawyer

Computer
Coder

Lawyer

Author /
Actor

Type

Formerly Incarcerated Success Stories / Series #2

Lamont Carey grew up in poor, crime-infested
area of Washington DC. A history of violence
led him to serve time in USPs. While
incarcerated, Lamont chose to transform his
life. Upon release, he built career working for
Hollywood and as educator.

Andres Idarraga went to prison for drug
trafficking. As a poor, uneducated immigrant
from Colombia, he didn’t see many
opportunities. While in prison, he educated
himself. Then went on to graduate from
Brown University and Yale Law School. He is
now an attorney specializing in complex
litigation.

Tulio Cardozo taught himself how to code
computers while serving time in solitary. He
was incarcerated for a drug offense. Although
he didn’t have access to a computer, he
made a commitment to learn how to become
a productive citizen as a computer coder.

Shon Hopwood did not allow a conviction for
bank robbery to stop him. While he
incarcerated, he became skilled as a
jailhouse lawyer. Those skills resulted in his
going to law school, becoming a lawyer, a
clerk for a federal court judge, and a law
professor at Georgetown.

Seth Ferranti served multiple decades. While
incarcerated he earned an AA degree, a BA
degree, and an MA degree. He built a career
as an author of urban novels and true crime,
writing stories about people with whom he
served time. Seth is also an actor and earning
a living from what he learned in prison.

Description

Answer: The SIS lieutenants

Who inspired Lamont to pursue programs
instead of violence when he entered the USP?

Answer: Education

What does Andres attribute to “saving my life,”
taking him from poverty and prison to success?

Answer: He relied on his skill of networking with
other people.

How did Tulio learn about technology from
prison?

Answer: He received a full scholarship from Bill
and Melinda Gates Foundation.

How did Shon pay for Law School?

Answer: He read and learned as much as
possible.

How did Seth use his time in prison to prepare
himself for success upon release?

Question

Earning Freedom Mastermind Program, Master Catalog / Michael@MichaelSantos.com / 415-419-1728
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Name

Jerron
Jordan
037

Chris
Poulous
020

Coss
Marte
177

James
Anderson
077

Salvador
“Pocho”
Sanchez
066

#

11

12

13

14

15

http://traffic.libsyn.com/mich
aelsantos/Pocho_mixdown.
mp3

http://traffic.libsyn.com/mich
aelsantos/JamesAnderson_
mixdown.mp3

http://traffic.libsyn.com/mich
aelsantos/Coss_mixdown.
mp3

http://traffic.libsyn.com/mich
aelsantos/Shon2_mixdown.
mp3

http://traffic.libsyn.com/mich
aelsantos/Jerron_mixdown.
mp3

Link

Photograp
her

UCLA
Student

Fitness
Business

Lawyer

Communit
y Activist

Type

Formerly Incarcerated Success Stories / Series #3

Salvador “Pocho” Sanchez overcame
addiction and gangs to become professional
photographer with Homeboy Industries. He
tells his inspiring story of transforming his life
and ending prison cycle for others.

James Anderson transformed his life while
serving time in prison. He grew up around
gangs and crime. But in prison, he
determined to change. He received
scholarship, studies at UCLA, and has picture
next to President Obama at White House.

Coss Marte grew up around drugs and gang
violence. He served multiple prison terms. He
became a fitness expert. Changed his life and
built business around fitness. Now runs the
“Con Body” business, valued in the millions.
He teaches people how to use prison workout
routines.

Chris Polous made some bad decisions as a
young man. Substance-abuse issues led him
into crime. Crime led him to prison. While in
prison, he made a commitment to transform
his life. He tells his story of how he earned a
university degree and got himself into law
school.

Jerron Jordan was a gang member from the
Central Valley of California, and a gang
leader while serving time in prison. He
transformed his life while he was confined in
an SHU cell. Now he contributes to society as
a community organizer.

Description

Answer: He creates positive images they can
use to build self esteem.

How does Pocho help gang members
transform their lives?

Answer: Nothing is impossible. You can
achieve anything.

What message does James have for people in
prison?

Answer: Urges prisoners to think about their
children, or think about things that are bigger
than themselves..

What message does Coss have for gang
members in prison?

Answer: Find a passion and go for it.

What does Chris encourage every prisoner to
do in order to prepare for success?

Answer: He built vending-machine company.

What business did Jerron launch after his
release from prison?

Question

Earning Freedom Mastermind Program, Master Catalog / Michael@MichaelSantos.com / 415-419-1728
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Name

Miguel
Zaldivar,
Part 1
100

Miguel
Zaldivar,
Part 2
101

Miguel
Zaldivar,
Part 3
102

Marcus
White
160

Dino
from DC
056

Thad
Roberts

#

16

17

18

19

20

21

https://s3-us-west1.amazonaws.com/ef-

http://traffic.libsyn.com/mich
aelsantos/1_Dino_mixdown
.mp3

http://traffic.libsyn.com/mich
aelsantos/Marcus_mixdown
.mp3

http://traffic.libsyn.com/mich
aelsantos/Miguel_3_Mixdo
wn.mp3

http://traffic.libsyn.com/mich
aelsantos/Miguel_2_mixdo
wn.mp3

http://traffic.libsyn.com/mich
aelsantos/Miguel_1_mixdo
wn.mp3

Link

Physicist
In Prison

Prison
Reform
Activist

Just
Released
and
employed

Prison
Reform
Activist

Prison
Reform
Activist

Prison
Reform
Activist

Type

Formerly Incarcerated Success Stories / Series #4

Thad Roberts worked as a physicist at NASA.
While in that role, he had access to rocks that

Dino grew up in a violent Washington DC
neighborhood. He choose a life of crime and
was later sentenced to federal prison. He
made a commitment to education and
recently earned a full scholarship to a Ph.D.
program at UCLA

Marcus White was a gang member from
Washington State. After a gang-related
homicide, he went to prison and transformed
his life. He was active in industries. Marcus’
adjustment resulted in transfer from maximum
security to lower security.

Miguel Zaldivar, part three of three-part
series. He talks about his life after concluding
multiple decades in federal prison. He discuss
establishing credit and adjusting to society.
He talks about the importance of staying
away from drugs and alcohol. Miguel works to
inspire young offenders and works full-time.

Miguel Zaldivar, part two of three-part series.
He describes his return to society after
multiple decades in federal prison. He served
the final eight months in a residential reentry
center and home confinement and talks about
the experience.

Miguel Zaldivar was sentenced to 30 years.
He had a difficult adjustment initially. By the
time he transitioned to a USP, he made a
commitment to transform his life. In this threepart series, Miguel talks about his journey
through prison its influence on his return to
society after multiple decades.

Description

Did Thad Roberts hide his prison experience or
discuss it openly after his release?

Answer: He works to help formerly-incarcerated
people who are deemed high risk of going back
to prison.

What does Dino said he did after he finished his
BOP term?

Answer: Less stress

What did Marcus like most after he transferred
from maximum-security to lower security?

Answer: Miguel said by being truthful about
prison, people offered help.

What does Miguel advise people who served
time about discussing their imprisonment?

Answer: He wanted to get involved with prisoner
reentry programs..

What did Miguel want to do with his life after
serving decades in prison?

Answer: alcohol / drugs / gambling /
homosexuals / tattoos.

What vices did Miguel want to avoid while
serving decades in prison?

Question

Earning Freedom Mastermind Program, Master Catalog / Michael@MichaelSantos.com / 415-419-1728
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Salvador
Castaned
a, Jr.
68

Kent
Mendoza
076

The
Gang
Expert
105

25

26

Strong
Prison
Wives
046

23

24

Ten
books
I read in
Prison
023

22

011

https://s3-us-west1.amazonaws.com/efmaster-catalog/105-efpodcast-089.mp3

https://s3-us-west1.amazonaws.com/efmaster-catalog/092-efpodcast-076.mp3

https://s3-us-west1.amazonaws.com/efmaster-catalog/084-efpodcast-068.mp3

https://s3-us-west1.amazonaws.com/efmaster-catalog/062-efpodcast-046.mp3

https://s3-us-west1.amazonaws.com/efmaster-catalog/039-efpodcast-023.mp3
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Douglas James Forte became a “gang
expert.” He grew up in East Palo Alto, one of
the “murder capitals.” Rather than sticking
with crime, James transformed his life and
then transformed the lives of others.

Kent Mendoza faced in life in prison because
of gang-affiliated crimes he committed. While
serving time, he transformed his life. He talks
about how and why he wanted to change.

Salvador Castaneda had parents who served
time. Both of his parents were incarcerated,
and he followed in their footsteps. First he
dealt drugs, then he became involved with
gangs. While incarcerated, he prepared for
success. Now he is free and building a
successful life.

Ro’s significant other went to prison for a
sentence of more than 200 years. To support
him, Ro launched Strong Prison Wives.
Through her work, she brings strength to
those trying to keep families together, despite
imprisonment.

To power through the 9,500 days that I
served in federal prison, I read. The ten
books I describe in today's Earning Freedom
podcast describe why I read those books,
what I learned from those books, and how
those books contributed to my success upon
release. If they could empower me through
more than 26 years in prison, they can help
you.

astronauts had brought back from the moon.
After promising his girl the moon, Thad
decided to steal those rocks. He went to
prison for several years and discusses his
journey.

Answer: He came from a family of hustlers.

What kind of family did Douglas come from?

Answer: He learned how to forgive.

How did Kent learn how to cope with others who
were involved in gangs?

Answer: He was 6 years old.

How old was Salvardor when his parents went
to prison?

Answer: Adam Clausen

What is Ro’s husband’s name?

Possible Answer: The Autobiography of Malcolm
X.

What was one of the books that helped
Michael?

Answer: That openly spoke about bad decisions
he made. He created new opportunities.

Earning Freedom Mastermind Program, Master Catalog / Michael@MichaelSantos.com / 415-419-1728
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Adryann Glenn shares his story about
transforming his life from inside of prison. He
emerged to become professional, contributing

Juan Berganzo discusses his successful
career as a baker and entrepreneur after
serving 15 year prison sentence.

Brian Sparkes tells his story. Bad decisions
as a young man led to a murder and life
sentence. While in prison, Brian worked to
reconcile and prepare for success. Now he
teaches others.

Thearthur grew up in the streets. He went to
prison as a result of his drug conviction. While
in prison, he focused on education. Then he
became a lawyer.

Lazaro was sentenced to 18 life sentences.
He shifted his focus after many years in
prison. He believed that the correct way to
serve time was with behavior that exposed
him to a more challenging prison experience.

Miguel Zaldivar told his story of going to
prison as a young man. He served multiple
decades in high security penitentiaries.
Despite his decades, he is preparing for
success. (Earlier episodes of Miguel are
available with episodes 16, 17, 18)

Jimmy Wu faced two life sentences when he
was 16 years old. He was sentenced as an
adult, began in juvenile prisons and then
transferred to adult prisons when he was 18.

Answer: Adryann started drugs when he was 11

When did Adryann get involved with crime?

Answer: He started in Puerto Rico

Where did Juan begin his prison term?

Answer: He was cut from a baseball team.

What triggered Brian to participate in a robbery
that led to a life sentence?

Answer: He became an attorney for the city of
Buffalo, defending the police department in New
York.

Where did Thearthur find employment after he
earned his law degree?

Answer: In solitary confinement

Where did Lazaro serve most of his time before
he transformed?

Answer: A good artist copies ides, a great artist
steals ideas.

What did Steve Jobs say about artists?

Answer: They give up, played cards, and
watched tv.

What was biggest problem Jimmy saw from the
adjustment of others in prison.
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As a result of his adjustment in

Kenyatta Leal overcame a life
sentence. He grew up around gangs
and crime. But he earned freedom.

Andres Lopez grew up in gangs before
prison. While incarcerated, Andres
made a commitment to transform and
focus on success.

Ryan Stewman emerged from prison
as a true mastermind of overcoming
struggle and adversity. Ryan reveals
techniques he used to become the
Hardcore Closer.

Ryan Stewman went to prison on two
separate occasions. While inside,
however, Ryan developed his skillset
and prepared himself to emerge
successfully.

Former Latin Kings leader reforms.
Built career after prison speaking in
schools to help reform gang members
into productive citizens.

Alton Pitre tells story of being a juvenile who
was arrested for gang related, violent crimes.
He transformed his life in prison and now
studies at Morehouse College.

to clemency initiative with prominent lawyers.

What is name of company where Kenyatta

Answer: Show me your friends and I’ll show you
your future.

What did Kenyatta’s grandmother say about
friends?

Answer: He became a paralegal.

What goals did Andres achieve in prison?

Answer: Atlas Shrugged

What is the book that Ryan Stewman
recommends all prisoners read?

Answer: Dallas, Texas

Where is Ryan Stewman from?

Answer: East New York

Where is King Tone from?

Answer: The Jungles

What neighborhood did Alton Pitre grow up in
South Central Los Angeles?

years old.
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Dana describes a difficult adjustment
before transforming her life into a
productive citizen. She talks about

Want to serve time successfully?
Learn to become a published author
from prison.

Understand what happens after
prison: probation, supervised release,
special parole.

Jonel went to prison as a 25-year old
young women. She discusses her
adjustment in a women's prison.

Malik Wade talks about his
transformation from inside federal
prison. He works with at-risk youth.

Jason Bell continues our two-part
episode on Project Rebound and
overcoming the challenges that
confinement can bring.

Airto Morales goes to prison for
attempted murder when he was 20.
Transforms life inside.

Ron Dupard upsets the myth that a
felony conviction means that an
individual cannot function as a
licensed professional.

How long did it take for Dana to change her
adjustment?

Answer: A literary agent

What did I need to publish for the general
nonfiction market?

Answer: Probation officer

Who oversees a person who serves time on
Supervised Release?

Answer: Separation from her children.

What hurt Jonel the most about being in prison?

Answer: Preparations he made inside.

What does Malik attribute his success to after
prison?

Answer: He participated in programs.

How did Jason overcome negativity of high
security prison?

Answer: Project Rebound

What program led Airto becoming a university
graduate?

Answer: Two terms in prison

How many prison terms did Ron serve before he
turned his life around?

prison, Kenyatta changed his mindset. landed job after serving life sentence?
He educated himself. He introspected.
Answer: RocketSpace
He earned freedom.
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28

Angelo
Pisano
122

Carl
Pollard
187

49

50

https://s3-us-west1.amazonaws.com/efmaster-catalog/203-efpodcast-187.mp3

https://s3-us-west1.amazonaws.com/efmaster-catalog/138-efpodcast-122.mp3

podcast-084.mp3

Prison to
Business
man

Prisoner
Becomes
Entrepren
eur

Carl Pollard uses prison experience
and lessons he learned from
programs to launch his new business.
He provides services to other business
owners.

Angelo Pisano and I sat down to
discuss his new website about prison
survival as well as discussing personal
stories.

how she changed.

Answer: Reading good books changed his
thought process.

What was the pivotal point in Carl’s prison
adjustment?

Answer: Amazon.com

What platform did Angelo use to build his
business?

Answer: 16 years

Earning Freedom Mastermind Program, Master Catalog / Michael@MichaelSantos.com / 415-419-1728

Earning Freedom
Conquering a 45-Year Prison Term
Earning Freedom provides readers with insight on sustaining a high
level of energy through lengthy prison terms. Readers in a prison setting
learn the meaning of visualize / plan / execute. They follow along as I
show them how every decision I made through prison related to the
person I wanted to become upon
release. Through this book, readers
develop an understanding of a
deliberate, values-based adjustment
strategy.

29

Triumph!
The Straight-A Guide to Conquering
Prison and Preparing for Reentry
Readers find inspiration in Triumph! This component of the Straight-A
Guide course may serve as a stand-alone resource to show people the
importance of establishing values,
setting goals, and then advancing
along a principled approach to
success in prison and beyond.

30

th
Prison! My 8,344 Day
A Typical Day in an Ongoing Journey
People living in struggle have a hard time connecting the dots. To help, I
offer Prison! My 8,344

th

Day. This book shows the relationship between

every decision I made while incarcerated and my commitment to
preparing for success. It brings readers through a typical day during my
23

rd

year of confinement. I show

readers the value of a deliberate
prison adjustment and how they
should do the same.

31

Success!
The Straight-A Guide for At-Risk Youth
At-risk youth can find new role models in Success! This book offers
highlights a series of interactions that I had with teenagers in a program
for youth in the criminal justice system. I profile other people in prison
who spoke about the consequences that followed bad decisions they
made as young men. Readers learn how
to reject criminal lifestyle and prepare
for success through stories of others.

32

Success After Prison:
How I Built Assets Worth More than

$1,000,000 Within Two Years of My

Release from 26 Years in Prison (And
How You Can Succeed, Too!)
Showing how decisions through lengthy
prison adjustment opened opportunities in
prison and beyond. This book is part of the
Earning Freedom Mastermind Course. It
also shows readers the importance of
taking incremental action
on steps through
prison in order to open new opportunities
for a successful reentry.

33

34

Our Straight-A Guide Course offers insight into the values- based, goaloriented program that we call the Straight-A Guide. Participants learn
how to visualize success, craft a plan, and then execute the plan with
every decision they make.
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Pricing Worksheet
Earning Freedom Mastermind Course: $3,000
• 10-lesson course
• 20 Earning Freedom Mastermind Course books
• 20 Earning Freedom Mastermind Participant Workbooks
• 20 Success After Prison Softcover books
• 10 20-minute DVD videos
• 10 30-minute CD Podcasts
Earning Freedom Podcast Library: $3,000
• 100 podcast episodes of formerly incarcerated people who emerged
successfully.
Straight-A Guide Program: $7,500
• Comprehensive program with 50 lessons
Supplemental products:
• Earning Freedom: Conquering 45-Year Prison Term $25
• Triumph: Straight-A Guide to Conquering Prison $15
• Prison: My 8,344th Day: $15
• Success: Straight-A Guide for At-Risk Youth: $15
• Success After Prison: $20
• Earning Freedom Mastermind Course books: $25
• Earning Freedom Participant Workbooks: $20
• 10-new monthly podcasts: $250 per month
Train-the-Trainer with Michael Santos:
• Individual pricing depending on travel costs and time requested.
Call to request annual licensing, monthly-installment pricing packages
and specialized products for your institution.

Michael@MichaelSantos.com
3333 Michelson Drive, Suite 500 / Irvine, CA 92612
(949) 334-9119
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