
 
University of California - Riverside 

Department of Comparative Literature and Foreign Languages  
CPLT 70 V: Introduction to African Literature (Online) 

Fall Quarter 2017 
  
Instructor: Professor Anthonia Kalu   Phone: (951) 827-1538 
Office: HMNSS 2500     email: akalu@ucr.edu  

 
Office Hours - Online: TBA   

 
Required Texts:  
Anthonia Kalu; Editor. Rienner Anthology of African Literature. Boulder, Colorado: 
Rienner Publishers, 2007. [Note: This is not and electronic book! It is not available 
online and should be purchased (in hard copy) by all enrolled students]. 
Articles on e-Reserve at Course site on iLearn 
Multimedia: Relevant multimedia will be assigned from the Course’s Digital Archives 
  
Recommended Texts: 
Joseph Gibaldi and Walter S. Achtert. MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers 
 
Course Description: 
This is an introduction to African literature in English. We will trace the history of 
African literary traditions from its beginnings to the early 2000s. Some of the assigned 
works have been translated from African or other European languages into English. We 
will examine representations of colonialism across the continent, apartheid in South 
Africa, politics and independence in the post-colony, gender, African aesthetics, and the 
diverse cultures on the continent. We will also explore some relationships between oral 
and written literature. Some questions that will interest us include: What is African 
literature? What is the language question in African literature? Why African literature? 
Who is an African writer?  Who is the African writer’s audience?  How do we determine 
"authentic" African literary forms and styles?  
 
Course Requirements: There will be one journal or multimedia project, a short paper, 
five quizzes, one final examination and one research paper. The short paper will be 4-6 
typewritten-pages long, including reference pages. The final examination is cumulative. 
Class participation is an essential part of this course and is expected as a normal part of 
student responsibility. This is an Online course. Students are expected to be present for 
the synchronous Online lecture and view the recorded online lecture for each assigned 
unit, participate in the online discussions, attend office hours online and submit all 
assigned work online. All quizzes and examinations will be administered online. The 
examinations will be administered online using ProtorU, Examity or similar platform. All 
announcements about quizzes and examinations will be made in the syllabus and/or as 
needed on the course site. Although students will be provided with Online access time 
frames (e.g., a 24-hour examination/test/quiz period) for taking tests and quizzes at their 
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chosen time during that period, each test/quiz will be allocated equal time. Each test/quiz 
will be timed. Each student’s test will be timed based on when s/he logs in and begins a 
test or quiz. This means that each test/quiz will close after the allocated time for that 
assignment has elapsed. In addition, all tests will become unavailable after the allocated 
test period has elapsed. For example, a quiz that lasts 20 minutes will close after the 
student has been online on the quiz’s page for 20 minutes and all student access to the 
test/quiz will end after the assigned 24-hour period. Each student’s Research Paper must 
focus on an aspect of African Literature explored in this class and must be submitted in 
an appropriate format on the course’s site online. Students should use the MLA Handbook 
for Writers of College Research Papers or a similar style sheet for correct citation and 
documentation. 
Note: Beginning from Week #2, Online Office hours will occur on even-numbered weeks 
throughout the quarter on a day/time indicated on the syllabus, and on a designated 
platform like Google Hangout or Zoom. Office hours will be facilitated by the instructor 
or a TA. 
 
Assessment and Evaluation: 
All readings must be completed before the class for which they are due; preferably before 
students log in to the synchronous lecture or watch each unit’s assigned lecture-video and 
accessing assigned audio-visuals from the course’s digital archives. Quizzes and 
participation in Online discussions are an important part of students’ grades and are 
graded. For all essay assignments, each student will critically analyze an identified aspect 
of assigned text(s) in a way that shows evidence of critical reading as well as research 
based on readings of course-assigned African literature works. In the research paper, 
students’ presentations must reflect a close reading of two or more selected texts and 
significant library research.  The assignments must be typed, double spaced, and 
submitted on time and only online via a designated platform like Dropbox. All sources 
(including Internet) should be properly acknowledged. Plagiarism and failure to 
acknowledge sources constitute academic misconduct, and may result in a failing grade 
for the course and may also include the imposition of severe sanctions by the university. 
Failure to submit a completed, well-documented research paper will result in a failing 
grade; there will be no exceptions. 
 
Lecture consists of one hour (1 hour) a week of required visual lectures; and one hour (1 
hour) a week Question and Answer sessions (required) via Canvas, Zoom or other 
platform. The visual lectures will contain short graded quizzes – completed by students 
while viewing. A short paper and one term paper are also required. 
 
   
Assignments and Grading: 
  Paper #1 – (Short Paper)   10% 

Final examination    30% 
Research Paper    30% 
5 Quizzes (Scheduled)    10% 
Lecture with Q & A - Online   5% 
Audio-Visual Lectures and Participation 5% 
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Journals or Group Multimedia Projects 10% 
Total      100% 

 
Tentative Course Schedule 
(Unless otherwise stated by the instructor, students should use the following assignment 
schedule for this course.) Note: All page numbers refer to the assigned course text. 
 
[The assigned readings will vary each quarter and based on selections from the list of 
readings marked à on the attached file from the TOC in Rienner Anthology of African 
Literature.] 
 
Week 1 
“Introduction: The Oral Tradition, Contemporary African Literature and the Language 
Question.”  

Readings: Kalu, “Introduction,” (pp. 1 – 17); Eileen Julien, “African Literature” 
(Articles on e-Reserve at Course site on iLearn). 
Synchronous Lecture – First class meeting Online (one hour) – via Zoom (or 
similar online platform. Attendance Required. 
Video lecture on “Map of Africa,” with map quiz (on African countries) 

 
Week 2  
 “The Oral Tradition in Africa.” 

Readings: D. T. Niane. Sundiata: An Epic of Old Mali (pp. 54 – 82) 
Audio-Visual Lecture (8-10 minutes): Available to enrolled students on course 
site Online. 
- Video Presentation (two) – To be determined (TBD) – available on iLearn. 
- Video Lecture #2 on “Map of Africa” – with map quiz (on African Countries’ 

Capitals) 
- Quiz #1 on Readings for Weeks 1 & 2. 
- Note: The above “Reading + Lecture video (presentation by the instructor) 

with quiz combination” is repeated in each subsequent week and throughout 
the quarter.  

 
Week 3  
“Colonial Encounters.” 

Readings: Camara Laye, The Dark Child (pp., 234-240); Peter Abrahams, Mine 
Boy (pp. 298-310) Chinua Achebe, Things Fall Apart (pp. 460 – 469). 
- Synchronous Course Lecture: Question and Answer Session (Zoom) – Online: 

Required.  
- 2 Audio-visual Lectures (8-10 minutes each) – with quiz completed while 

watching (grades sent directly to Grade Book). Note: the embedded quiz 
means that students’ watching/completion of the audio-visual sessions (to 
enable/monitor students’ participation) will last longer than the actual length 
of the audio-visual lectures because lectures complement course-assigned 
readings. 
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- Groups assigned for Group Projects this week. Group assignments are 
discussed during required Lecture/Q&A Session. [Note: Each group presents 
only once but each group is required to comment on the projects of all the 
other groups]. Group projects available via Canvas, Piazza or similar 
platform. 

  
Week 4  
“Colonial Encounters” – Continued 
 Readings: Ngugi wa Thiong’O, Weep not Child 
 Article on e-Reserve – Topic: “Language, Literature and Writing in Africa” 

2 Audio-Visual Lecture (8-10 minutes) each: Available to enrolled students on 
course site Online. 

 Quiz #2 
 
Week 5  
“Woman, Story and Literature.”  

Readings: Flora Nwapa, Efuru (pp. 470- 487); Assia Djebar, “My Father 
Attendance Writes…” (pp. 334- 336) 

 
*** Short Paper Due. 
 2 Audio-Visual Lecture (8-10 minutes each): Available on course site on iLearn. 
 Video Presentation – TBD (available on iLearn) 
 Quiz #3. 
 
Week 6 – February 9 & 11 
“Woman, Story and Literature – Continued” 

Readings: Mariama Bâ, So Long a Letter, (498-509); Tsitsi Dangarembga, 
Nervous Conditions (pp., 878 – 892);  

 Journal article: On e-Reserve at Course site on iLearn. 
 2 Audio-Visual lectures (8-10 minute each) 

Lecture - Question and Answer Session – Online: Attendance Required. 
Journal or Group Projects due - Online. 

  
Week 7  
Drama in/and Africa 

Readings: James Ene Henshaw, The Jewels of the Shrine (253 – 269); Ama Ata 
Aidoo, Anowa (pp. 658 - 672). 
Audio-Visual Lecture (8-10 minutes): Available on course site on iLearn. 
Quiz #4 

 
Week 8  
The Short Story  

Readings: Anonymous, “The Woman Who Killed Her Co-Wife,” (pp., 105-107); 
Tayeb Salih, “The Doum Tree of Wad Hamid” (pp. 320 -329); Zaynab Alkali, 
“Saltless Ash” (pp. 528 – 534). 
Question and Answer Session – Online: Attendance Required. 
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Journal or Group Projects due. 
 

 
Week 9  
The Short Story – Continued 

Readings: Makuchi, “Market Scene” (564 – 572); Anthonia Kalu, 
“Independence” (pp. 573-584) 
Video Presentation – TBD 
Audio-Visual Lecture (8-10 minutes each): Available on course site on iLearn. 
Quiz #5. 
***Research Paper Due 

  
Week 10  
Poetry in Africa 

Readings – Es’kia Mphahlele, “Exile in Nigeria;” Andree Chedid (pp. 377-378); 
Birago Diop, “Breath” (pp. 605 - 607); Niyi Osundare, “Our Earth Will Not Die” 
(pp. 626-627) 
Lecture - Question & Answer Session – Online: Attendance Required. 

 
 Review and Conclusion 
 
 
 
### Final Examination: Administered Online by ProctorU, Examity or similar 
platform. Each campus will provide, through the relevant department, a room that 
students who cannot or do not want to take the Online Canvas, examination at home 
so they can take each examination in a secure and well-monitored academic 
environment. 
 
An updated (university’s) official statement about Disability Access will be included 
in the course syllabus each quarter. 
 
 


