
PSYC 002: Introductory Psychology (Online) 

 Professor:                Dr. Elizabeth Davis 

Office Hours:           TBD 

Zoom Room:            https://ucrengage.zoom.us/my/lizdavis 

Office:                       3115 Psychology, UCR Campus 

Phone:                      (951) 827-5236 (on-campus: ext. 2-5236) 

Email:                        elizabeth.davis@ucr.edu 

Course Description 

Topics include the scientific basis of psychology, research methods, development over the 

lifespan, personality and social behavior, emotions, health and well-being, and psychopathology. 

Upon completion of the course, students will have a strong foundation in these major research 

areas of psychology and will be able to apply the relevant theories, research methods, 

terminology, constructs, principles, and processes. 

Cross-Campus Enrollment 

This course is available to any UC student, at any UC campus. 

Teaching Assistants 

Your section TA will be a valuable resource during this quarter. TAs will lead Zoom discussion 

sections, facilitate discussions on the course Canvas Learning Management Software (LMS) 

platform, and hold weekly office hours in which they can answer your procedural and content-

based questions about this course. TA office hours and contact information are posted on the 

course LMS under the "Zoom Rooms" link.  

Course Materials 

This course is fully online, and will make use of the Canvas Learning Management System as 

the course website. Within the course website, we will use interactive tools like Zoom.us (for 

videoconferencing) and the Piazza platform (for class-wide discussion of course material). These 

features have no associated costs, and are available to all students enrolled in the course. Access 

to all required materials for the course, including interactive activities (InQuizitive and ZAPs) 

and readings will cost $70. All readings, lectures, and materials will be accessible through the 

course Canvas LMS page.    

 



Technical Support 

Technical support for the course can be accessed via the UCR Student Helpdesk 

(helpdesk@student.ucr.edu). On- and off-campus students may dial (951) 827-6595. 

Lecture Participation and Required Readings 

Students are responsible for all material presented in lectures or covered in assigned readings. 

Lectures will not simply repeat material in the readings, but will emphasize and elaborate on key 

issues as well as introducing material not covered in the text. Thus, it is important to do the 

readings, watch the lecture videos, and participate in the online activities. 

Discussion Sections 

Students are required to attend and participate in a weekly discussion section, hosted by one of 

the teaching assistants (TAs) via Zoom videoconference. Discussion sections begin in Week 1 

and will meet at the same time each week of the quarter. Attendance and active participation 

in your enrolled discussion section is mandatory, and will make up 15% of your final grade. 

Students will receive no attendance/participation credit if they join more than 10 minutes after 

the section begins, or leave more than 10 minutes early. You will be permitted to make up 

attendance points if you miss discussion because of illness (as verified by a doctor’s note) or 

documented family emergencies by writing a 2-page paper on the topic of discussion for the day 

that you missed. These papers are due to your TA the following week, and make up papers will 

be allowed no more than twice during the quarter. 

Piazza Posts and Weekly Homework 

15% of your grade in this class will be based on your weekly participation in threaded forum 

discussions (Piazza; 5%) led and curated by the TAs, and your satisfactory preparation 

(homework; 10%) for the week’s section meeting. These assignments will be comprised of 

vignettes, real-world scenarios, and story problems that allow students to apply their knowledge 

of psychological science and critical thinking. You may be assigned to work with other students 

to complete these assignments, and TAs will dedicate time in discussion sections to talking about 

the homework for the week. 

Quizzes 

30% of your grade will be based on your quiz scores. You will complete a quiz each week, 

before 7:00pm on Sunday of each week (the weekly quiz will become available to you at 7pm 

Friday each week). Each quiz will have 20 multiple-choice questions. Of the 10 quizzes, only 

your 9 highest scores will be counted toward your final grade (your lowest quiz score will be 

dropped). This means that there are no make-up quizzes under any circumstances. If you 

miss a quiz (or do not complete/submit it on time) for any reason, your grade for that quiz will be 

a zero, and your final grade will be calculated using your other scores. 
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Questions on the quizzes and exams are designed to test your understanding of basic definitions 

and terminology (e.g., “hypothesis,” or “temperament”), your knowledge of important concepts 

(e.g., the zone of proximal development), your ability to apply psychological concepts to 

practical situations, and your awareness of how these concepts are scientifically supported 

(research results). Questions range from very easy to very difficult. 

InQuizitives & ZAPs Activities 

Each week, you will complete the assigned InQuizitive practice quizzes (with feedback about 

wrong answers). Occasionally, we will have an additional interactive ZAPs assignment that you 

will need to complete as well. Together, the weekly InQuizitives and occasional ZAPs will make 

up 10% of your final grade. Please see the instructions for how to use these features of the course 

materials in the Modules section of the Canvas LMS. 

Final Exam 

30% of your grade will be based on a cumulative final exam for this course. The exam will 

consist of 100 multiple-choice and short answer questions and will take place on the date given 

in the course schedule. In fairness to all students, there will be no change in the scheduled date 

of the exams. You must make use of an online proctoring service, ProctorU.com, to complete the 

exam. This service should cost about $30 for the two hours the exam will take, and arrangements 

to use this service must be made at least three weeks in advance of the scheduled exam date. 

Research Participation  

Psychology is a science, and an important component of the course is learning about how 

professors in the UC System are acquiring new knowledge about psychology through 

experiments they are conducting. To this end, four hours of participation in research (or 

comparable activity) in the psychology department are required as part of this course. Many 

research studies can be completed online. For details, please refer to the handouts reviewed in 

section during Week 1 (and posted on the course Canvas LMS). 

 If you do not complete the research participation requirement by the last day of class, you 

will receive an incomplete for the course. You must notify Toya Adams in the Psychology 

Business Office to change your grade (see Research Participation form on the course Canvas 

LMS for details about resolving an incomplete). If you do not complete the research 

requirement and notify Toya Adams, your grade in this class will automatically become an 

F. To register, go to the research participation website: https://ucr-psych.sona-systems.com 

  



Grading 

Your final grade will be calculated as follows: 

Final Exam                                                                                                                              30% 

LMS weekly quizzes (9 highest scores)                                                                               30%       

Discussion Section attendance and participation                                           15% 

Piazza posts and weekly homework                                                                                  15% 

InQuizitives (weekly; 8%) and ZAPs (when applicable; 2%)                                                10% 

Total:                                                                                                                                   100%* 

*Remember, receipt of a final grade is contingent on completion of the research participation 

requirement. 

Other Course Policies to Know 

Communication. Given that this is a large class, we have policies about communication with the 

professor or TAs. When you have general questions about the course structure, you can post your 

questions to the course LMS discussion threads (Piazza; use the tag “Logistics” to indicate that 

you have a procedural question). TAs and the professor monitor these threads and will respond in 

a timely fashion (usually same day). General questions should be asked in the public forums so 

that other students who may have the same question can refer to the instructor’s response. If you 

have more specific, involved, or personalized questions, you can ask these of the professor or 

TAs via email or in office hours. All email will be answered in a timely manner (usually within 

24 hours during the week). Our office hours, held via Zoom videoconference, will include an 

option for you to interact (chat/video-chat) with only the instructor/TA (one at a time), or as part 

of a group of students. 

Adds and Drops. Department policy is to un-enroll any students who fail to attend their 

assigned discussion sections during the add/drop enrollment window (ends after Week 2). 

Demand for Psychology courses is high, and if you do not actively participate and attend class 

you will be removed to make room for students on the waitlist. Students on the waitlist will be 

added to the class automatically as space becomes available (the TAs and I will not add or drop 

anyone) and questions should be directed to the academic advisors. 

Cheating and Academic Misconduct. Academic dishonesty of any sort is not tolerated at UCR 

or any UC campus. Any student caught cheating on any assignment or exam will automatically 

fail the course and will be reported to the Student Judicial Affairs office. 

  


