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Online Ed Minor: PRACTICUM IN EDUCATION – EDUC W144 
Professor:  Charles Underwood 
Office hours: TBA 
email:  underwood@berkeley.edu 

Graduate Student Instructor(s): TBA 
Office hours:  TBA 
email: 

 
Course Description: 
The Practicum in Education is designed to provide an opportunity for undergraduates to gain 
knowledge of research methods while working directly in various educational settings and 
research or policy contexts. At the beginning of the course, individual students will choose one 
of four strands of practicum activity:  

(1) working with K-12 youth or peers;  
(2) conducting guided research l;  
(3) working in an education providing institution; and  
(4) course assistance in a university class.  

Please see the syllabus addendum for detailed descriptions of each strand. The course covers 
some or all of the following topics, depending in part on the range of “field placements” that 
students in the course choose:  ethnographic fieldwork, method and theory; participant 
observation; focused observation; writing field notes or critical reflections, using field notes or 
summaries to build an argument, the ethnography of digital technologies, critical reflection, and 
engaged public scholarship and discourse.  
 
In successfully completing this course and by connecting course content with practicum 
participation in an authentic educational field, setting, or context, students will learn: 

 To understand and use specific concepts and strategies for conducting research, both 
individually and collaboratively, especially in various educational settings.  

 To connect educational theory and practice, understand the reasons for particular 
research strategies in specific settings, and understand the ethical implications of 
various research and teaching practices.  

 To write “critical reflections” that connect their own observations to theoretical questions 
from course readings, and  

 To use and incorporate these critical reflections into a final research project, in the form 
of a proposal for further research.  
 

In short, students in these four strands will learn about research methods as integral to the 
process of learning how and what to observe, and how to use what they have observed to 
formulate and investigate a research question about teaching and learning in educational 
settings. Students in all strands will in this way learn about the field of education and acquire 
experience contributing as a member of a collaborative research team.  Research teams 
typically consist of faculty instructor, graduate student instructors, and the undergraduate 
students themselves. 
 

Course topics are designed to shape a productive and reflective research experience for the 
student while recognizing that different students’ experiences may be variable, encompassing 
different sites and contexts with different activities and responsibilities. The course has three 
major objectives related to students’ awareness of their role as participant and/or researcher in 
the field: (1) to build awareness of the student’s role as both an active participant and 
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researcher in the field; (2) to build students’ understanding of ethical questions involved 
in their participation in educational contexts; and (3) to foster student reflection on their 
experiences of people and practice in the field of education. These three objectives also 
focus on ethical and practical issues related to conflict resolution, cross-cultural communication, 
and effective communication strategies. 

 
Students in this course are expected to engage actively in:  

(1) fulfilling their roles in their respective strands, including (1a) mentoring and interacting 
with youth in an educational setting, and observing and writing about young people’s 
educational experiences in the program; (1b) conducting educational research with 
faculty and/or graduate students; (1c) interning at and education-related organization or 
shadowing an educator; or (1d) teaching or assisting in a university class.  

(2) collaborating with fellow undergraduates in written and/or media projects that explore 
and develop understandings of what takes place in the contexts in which they are 
participating 

(3) writing a brief final project, in the form of a research proposal (either a 3-4 written 
proposal or a 5-7 minute multimedia proposal) based on student observations and 
interpretations.  

 
This course provides an opportunity to learn and use a range of ethnographic and other 
qualitative research knowledge and skills in contexts that may include: work in schools or 
community organizations offering service-oriented opportunities; or internship-type research 
with faculty or education-related companies, policy groups, or school districts. 

 
This course is a collaborative effort. All participants (instructors, graduate student instructors, 
undergraduates, K-12 students, and school and community members) contribute unique skills 
and experience that can enhance understanding and learning for all who are involved in the 
course and the affiliated research situations.  As a student enrolled in this class, your 
careful insights and full participation are valuable, and you are expected and encouraged 
to be an active contributor to the learning process both of those with whom you work in 
your respective field situation and of your fellow undergraduates in this course. 
This course satisfies the methods requirement for the Graduate School of Education’s online 
undergraduate minor, and it can be repeated for credit.  
 

Prerequisites: You must confirm your field placement before the course begins, in order to 
confirm your enrollment in the course. Please contact your course GSI for support with your 
practicum placement. Additionally, you must have access to and know how to use email and 
online resources.  

 
Course websites and other communication formats 
A substantial amount of course information will be disseminated via email and the course 
website.  Check the website and your email regularly for announcements, information, and 
updates about the class and visit the course website.   
 
Critical Reflections and Website: 
Each week, you will post your field note or critical reflection via email to the teaching team and 
to the online database. The critical reflection will be searchable and readable by all course 
participants on the course’s intranet.  Further instructions on your critical reflection submission 
will be given on the course website as the course progresses. 
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GSI Check-ins & Course Resources: 
You will be required to check-in with your GSI at a minimum of six times throughout the course. 
These check-ins will be a time for you to troubleshoot any challenges you may experience at 
your site as well as any questions you have about course material. Additionally, your GSI may 
direct you to professional development resources to help you develop the skills required at your 
site. Check-ins will be conducted in a group setting; you and the other students in your strand 
will meet with the course GSI as a cohort. 
 
Course Requirements:  
 
Read your syllabus carefully; all of the assignments will contribute significantly to your 
grade. Pay attention to due dates and assignments. Be proactive in getting the assistance you 
need or in straightening out errors. Check the course website and your email frequently.  The 
number following each course requirement indicates its percentage of your final grade. Contact 
one of your instructors if you have any questions or concerns. 

Field Site Attendance and Performance (25%) 
Field site attendance is very important. The people with whom you work in the educational 
setting or context where you will be conducting your fieldwork are not merely subjects to be 
observed; they are active, reflective persons who will depend on you and notice if you are not 
present and active. Please do not disrupt or confuse others’ experiences through irregular 
attendance or behavior at the field site. In addition, you will be graded on your participation and 
performance in the particular educational context in which you will be working. This grade is 
based on your responsible behavior, completion of assigned duties, degree of commitment and 
effort demonstrated, and genuine respect for others at the site where you work. Specifically, 
your fieldwork timesheet and corresponding site supervisor comments will provide the basis for 
your site attendance and performance grade. 

Coursework Preparation and Active Participation in Online Activities (10%) 
Completion of weekly course requirements and consistent participation in online activities with 
your fellow students are mandatory.  Complete your readings before completing the weekly 
critical reflection assignments. You will find the readings to be very useful for orienting your 
observations and field notes and your final research proposal.  Reading assignments are listed 
in the week-by-week course outline below.  Critical reflection assignments are due at 7pm 
on Fridays and are worth 10 points of your total grade. Late submissions will receive of 
grade deduction of 1 point for every day that is late. Critical reflections are an integral 
component of this course. You will receive an incomplete grade if you only submit 4 of the 5 
critical reflections assigned to you.  
 

Required Texts:  Students are required to secure the following texts referenced below.  
Other recommended texts may also be added during the course.  

 
1. Ravitch, S. M., & Riggan, M. (2016). Reason & rigor: How conceptual frameworks guide 

research. Sage Publications. 
2. Graff, G & Birkenstein, C. (2014). They say / I say: The moves that matter in academic 

writing. New York: W.W. Norton 
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Note: This online course includes several individual and group activities that are key to 
your understanding of course content and crucial to your fulfillment of other course 
requirements – especially the group assignments and final research proposal (see 
below). Your participation in these activities will be assessed according to your active 
involvement with other undergraduates, and your full engagement in and completion of 
the online activities. Activities include the response to guided questions, group chats 
with other undergraduates, and the research prospectus. 

 
Critical Reflections (25%) 
Since this is a methods course, your critical reflections are extremely important, and for this 
reason, they are graded. Starting in Week 2, all students will write weekly critical reflections (a 
total of five for the course). Your weekly critical reflections represent the information that you will 
use both in group discussions, and in your final research proposal. Each critical reflection 
includes three parts:  

 A general observation, which describes the educational setting and the general 
activities that the student has observed in his/her last practicum visit;  

 A focused observation, which focuses on a specific activity or interaction among 
a small group of people in the practicum setting;  

 A reflection, which interprets what has been observed in relation to the course 
readings and concepts and to previous practicum visits.  

You will respond each week to prompts that frame your critical reflections with regard to your 
own practicum site. You are required to email your critical reflections to instructors and post 
them to the course website by Friday at 7pm each week. After that time, your grade will 
decrease by 1 point for every day it is late. If you have problems with posting, contact one of 
your instructors immediately. More information and discussion on how to write critical reflections 
will be given during the course.  

Group Project  (15%) 
During the course, you will work in small groups with other students in your strand on a 
collaborative project to co-construct a written or multimedia research prospectus (as outlined in 
the instructions for Week 12: April 8th). You will be expected to give your written or multimedia 
prospectus an interesting title and support your argument with evidence or illustrations from 
each of your critical reflections. If you’re making a multimedia prospectus, illustrate what you 
have cumulatively learned with photos, video footage or other media showing your practicum 
site(s).  
 
Final Research Proposal (25%) 
The final requirement of the course is a research proposal, based on course readings and on 
your weekly critical reflections. Your final research proposal can be a 3-4 written proposal or a 
5-7 minute multimedia proposal. More detailed instructions on this assignment will be given 
online during the course. You will have a chance to share and discuss your final research 
proposals after R&R week ends on May 4th. The research proposal is due on May 4th. 
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Course Policies: 
 
Grading Criteria 
Your grade for the reading reflection (1st week) is based on your understanding of the concepts 
in the readings and how they’re related to each other. Your grade for the critical reflection is 
based on  

 how closely you follow the weekly instructions,  

 how concretely and vividly you describe your site and your experience there, and  

 how well your observations support your critical reflection.  
Your final project, the research proposal, is graded on a 20-point scale. It must be posted 
under “Proposal” at #reflexaction by 5 PM on May 4th. Your grade for this critical reflection is 
based on:  

(1) how closely you fulfill the guidelines, (0-4 points) 
(2) how convincing your research proposal is, (0-4 points) 
(3) how well your observations support your preliminary findings, (0-4 points) 
(4) how well your observations support your suggestions for further research, (0-4 pts) 
(5) how well your project conveys a cosmopolitan perspective. (0-4 points) 

Everyone in all strands will be following the same guidelines for the final project.  

Accommodations: 
If you have a disability that requires accommodation either in class, or for the assignments, 
please let us know immediately and provide documentation from DSP. In addition, please let me 
know when we can provide assistance and/or other types of helpful accommodations that will 
allow you to be successful in this course.  

Grading, Late Assignments and Plagiarism 
If you have concerns about a grade, please talk first with the GSI, then with the professor, who 
makes the final decision in the grading process. Because of the brevity of this course, late 
assignments cannot be accepted, unless you have made arrangements with the instructors 
ahead of time. Plagiarism will not be tolerated, and will result in a failing grade for the course. 
See the University Student Code of Conduct for information about plagiarism 
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Course Sequence 

The flowchart below outlines the sequence of course topics and when the course readings 

break off into strands. Please use the flowchart to help you navigate course topics, readings, 

and assignments. Further detail can be found in the Course Summary and Course Schedule. 
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Working with 

K-12 Youth or 

Peers 

Strand 2: 

Conducting 

Guided 

Research 

Strand 3: 

Working in an 

Ed Providing 

Institution 

Strand 4: 

Course 

Assistance in 

a Univ Class 

Weeks 1-2: Introduction & Course 

Overview: Recognizing Differences 

Weeks 3-4: Understanding and 

Resolving Differences 

Weeks 5-7: Field Notes – 

Describing the Activity  

Weeks 8-10: Field Work in 

Education  

Weeks 11-12: Learning as 

Dialogue – Interpreting Languages 

of the Field  

Weeks 13-14: Turning Field Notes 

into Research  

All Strands Complete the Same 

Readings 

All Strands Complete the Same 

Readings 
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Course Summary 

The table below provides a summary of the course topics, readings, and assignments for each 

week. Please refer to the Weekly Class Schedule and the course website for more detail. 

Week Topic Required Readings/Assignments 

One 

January 16 – 

January 21 

Introduction & Course 

Overview: 

Recognizing 

Differences 

ALL STRANDS 

 Becker, Howard (2006). A Dialogue on the Ideas of 
‘World’ and ‘Field’ with Alain Pessin. pp. 275-286.  

 Ravitch, Sharon & Riggan, Matthew (2016).  pp. 1-
20.  

 Steinbeck, J. (1980). Breakfast. pp. 1-3 
 
*GSI Check-In* 
Reading Reflection Due Thursday at 7pm 
Initial Personal Reflection Due Friday at 7pm 

Two 

January 22 – 

January 28 

Introduction & Course 

Overview: 

Recognizing 

Differences 

ALL STRANDS 

 Freire, Paulo (1987). The Importance of the Act of 
Reading pp. 5-11 

 Hall, Edward (1989) The Dance of Life Chp 2. 

 Steinbeck, J. (1980). Breakfast. pp. 1-3 
 
*GSI Check-In* 
Critical Reflection #1 Due Friday at 7pm 

Three 

January 29 – 

February 4 

Understanding and 

Resolving Difference: 

From Observant 

Participation to 

Participant 

Observation 

STRAND ONE 

 Emerson, Robert (2001). “Four Ways to Improve 
the Craft of Fieldwork.” pp. 35-49. 

 Ravitch, Sharon & Riggan, Matthew (2016). pp. 21-
34.  

 Thorne, Barrie (2001). “Learning from Kids.”  pp. 
224-237.  

STRAND TWO 

 Ravitch, Sharon & Riggan, Matthew (2016). pp. 21-
56  

STRAND THREE 

 Ravitch, Sharon & Riggan, Matthew (2016). pp. 21-
56  

 Emerson, Robert (2001). “Four Ways to Improve 
the Craft of Fieldwork.” pp. 35-49. 

STRAND FOUR 

 Ravitch, Sharon & Riggan, Matthew (2016). pp. 21-
34.  

 Emerson, Robert (2001). “Four Ways to Improve 
the Craft of Fieldwork.” pp. 35-49. 

 Lave, Jean (1996). “Teaching, as Learning, in 
Practice.” pp. 149-164. 

 
Critical Reflection #2 Due Friday at 7pm 
 

Four 

February 5 – 

Understanding and 

Resolving Difference: 

From Observant 

Re-read your Strand’s Week 3 Readings 
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February 11 Participation to 

Participant 

Observation 

*GSI Check-In* 
Critical Reflection #3 Due Friday at 7pm 

Sharing your Experience Due Sunday at 9pm 

Five 

February 12 – 

February 18 

Field Notes – 

Describing the Field 

of Activity 

STRAND ONE/THREE 

 Becker, Howard & Robert Faulkner (2007). 
“Studying Something You Are Part Of: The View 
from the Bandstand.” pp. 15-21. 

 Ravitch, Sharon & Riggan, Matthew (2016). pp. 79-
110.  

 Emerson, Robert (1994). Fieldnotes in ethnographic 
research. pp. 1-16 

STRAND TWO/FOUR 

 Becker, Howard & Robert Faulkner (2007). 
“Studying Something You Are Part Of: The View 
from the Bandstand.” pp. 15-21. 

 Ravitch, Sharon & Riggan, Matthew (2016). pp. 57-
110.  
 

Critical Reflection #4 Due Friday at 7pm 

Six 

February 19 – 

February 25 

Field Notes – 

Describing the Field 

of Activity 

Re-read your Strand’s Week 5 Readings 

Critical Reflection #5 Due Friday at 7pm 

Sharing your Experience Due Sunday at 9pm 

Seven 

February 26 – 

March 4 

Field Notes – 

Describing the Field 

of Activity 

Review your Strand’s Week 5 Readings 

*GSI Check-In* 
Critical Reflection #6 Due Friday at 7pm 

Eight 

March 5 – 

March 11 

 

 

Field Work in 

Education – Learning 

in Socio-Cultural 

Context 

STRAND ONE/THREE/FOUR 

 Gutierrez, K., Baquedano-Lopez, P. & Tejeda, C. 
(1995) Rethinking diversity: Hybridity and hybrid 
language practices in the third space. pp. 286-303. 

 Ravitch, Sharon & Riggan, Matthew (2016). pp. 
111-138.  

 Rogoff, B (1994). Developing understanding of the 

idea of communities of learners 

STRAND TWO 

 Ravitch, Sharon & Riggan, Matthew (2016). pp. 
111-138.  

 Rogoff, B (1994). Developing understanding of the 
idea of communities of learners 
 

Reading Reflection Due Thursday at 7pm 
Critical Reflection #7 Due Friday at 7pm 

Nine 

March 12 – 

March 18 

Field Work in 

Education – Learning 

in Socio-Cultural 

Context 

Re-read your Strand’s Week 8 Readings 

 

Critical Reflection #8 Due Friday at 7pm 
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 Sharing your Experience Due Sunday at 9pm 

Ten 

March 19 – 

March 25 

 

Field Work in 

Education – Learning 

in Socio-Cultural 

Context 

Review your Strand’s Week 8 Readings 

 

*GSI Check-In* 
Critical Reflection #9 Due Friday at 7pm 

Eleven 

March 26 – 

April 1 

**SPRING RECESS** 

Twelve 

April 2 – April 

8 

 

 

 

Learning as 
Dialogue:  Interpreting 
the Languages of the 
Field 
 

ALL STRANDS 

 Graff, G & Birkenstein, C (2014). pp. 1-16, pp. 19-
41. 

 Ravitch, Sharon & Riggan, Matthew (2016).  pp. 
139-168  

 
 

Reading Reflection Due Thursday at 7pm 
Collaborative Research Prospectus Due Friday at 
7pm 

Thirteen 

April 9 – April 

15 

Learning as 
Dialogue:  Interpreting 
the Languages of the 
Field 
 

Re-read your Strand’s Week 12 Readings 

*GSI Check-In* 
Critical Reflection #11 Due Friday at 7pm 

Sharing your Experience Due Sunday at 9pm 

Fourteen 

April 16 – 

April 22 

 

Learning to Tell the 
Tale – Turning Field 
Notes into a Research 
Paper 
 

ALL STRANDS 

 Graff, G & Birkenstein, C (2014). pp. 1-16, pp. 92-
144 

 Ravitch, Sharon & Riggan, Matthew (2016).  pp. 
193-218  

 
Reading Reflection Due Thursday at 7pm 
Critical Reflection #7 Due Friday at 7pm  

Fifteen 

April 23 – 

April 29 

Learning to Tell the 
Tale – Turning Field 
Notes into a Research 
Paper 

Re-read your Strand’s Week 14 Readings 

 

*GSI Check-In* 
 

**Final Research Proposal Due Friday May 4** 

**Final Research Proposal Peer Comments Due Friday May 11** 

Addendum: Description of Course Units and Field Work Strands 
Your practicum placement will be the centerpiece of your Practicum in Education experience. 
Therefore, it is critical that you select a field placement that is well-aligned with your own interests, 
skills, and schedule. The hourly requirement for your field site varies between the number of units 
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you intend to sign up for. Please consult the following tables when considering your field site and 
corresponding units. 
 

14-Week Semester / Approximately 3.5 hours total per week 

Units Field Time Per week Academic Time Per week Total Field Time 

1 Unit 2 1.5 28 

2 Units 8.5 1.5 119 

3 Units 12 1.5 168 

 
Although this course is designed to allow a broad range of field experiences related to education, 
your site should fall under one of four strands: 1) Working with K-12 Youth or Peers; 2) Conducting 
Guided Research; 3) Working in an Education-Providing Institution; or 4) Course Assistance in a 
University Class. Please see the following descriptions for specific details regarding each strand. 

 
Strand 1: Working with K-12 Youth or Peers 
Strand 1 consists of field experiences in which the student is working with or providing a service to 
young people in grades K-12 (or potentially younger) or university peers.  Field experiences of this 
nature expose the student to the everyday realities of educational and child development issues in 
an authentic setting. Examples of field experiences in Strand 1 include: tutoring, mentoring, working 
at a youth camp, or coaching. 

 
Strand 2: Conducting Guided Research 
Strand 2 consists of field experiences in which the student is working under the guidance of faculty 
member to conduct education-related research. Field experiences of this nature expose students to 
the processes and environments of conducting academic research. Students in Strand 2 should 
have already identified a faculty member and research project before selecting this Track. 
Additionally, students are permitted to use Undergraduate Research Apprenticeship Program 
(URAP) projects as their context for Strand 2. 

 
Strand 3: Working in an Education-Providing Institution 
Strand 3 consists of field experiences in which the student is working in an educational setting but 
not providing direct services to young people or peers. Field experiences of this nature expose 
students to the systems and structures that interact with educational issues. For example, students 
in Strand 3 may work in the following capacities: working in a school or district administrative office, 
interning with an education policy organization, interning with Ed-Tech company, or shadowing a 
school administrator. 
 
Strand 4: Course Assistance in a University Class 
Strand 4 consists of field experiences in which the student is working with faculty and/or Graduate 
Student Instructors to develop and co-teach a university course. Field experiences of this nature 
expose students to course design and facilitation at the higher education level. Prior to the start of 
this course, students seeking to select Strand 4 must have the consent of the faculty member and 
Graduate Student Instructor who are responsible for the course the student will assist.  
 


