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EDW144: THE PRACTICUM IN EDUCATION 

UC Berkeley Graduate School of Education 

Spring 2019 
  

Professor:  Erin Murphy-Graham 
Office hours: Mondays 2-3pm by time slot; or 
appointment 
email:  emurphy@berkeley.edu 

Graduate Student Instructors:  
Daniel Vargas 
Office hours:  Sign up course website 
email: dvarga01@berkeley.edu 
 
Michael Bakal 
Office hours: Sign up in course website 
Email: michaelbakal@berkeley.edu 

  
 

NOTE: THIS SYLLABUS IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE 
CHECK UCONLINE COURSE SITE FOR W144 FOR LATEST READINGS, DUE DATES, ETC. 

https://cole2.uconline.edu/courses/921758  
 
Prerequisites 
You must confirm your field placement and turn in necessary paperwork before the course begins, in 
order to confirm your enrollment in the course. Please contact your course GSI for support with your 
practicum placement. Additionally, you must have access to and know how to use email, online resources, 
and participate in Zoom sessions from a place with a strong internet connection. 
 
Course Vision 
The Practicum in Education is designed to provide an opportunity for undergraduates to gain knowledge 
of research methods while working directly in educational settings, from classrooms to educational 
organizations, and research or policy contexts. 
 
The following diagram outlines a “road map” of the course:  
 

mailto:dvarga01@berkeley.edu
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Course theory of change: Learning to observe --> think critically --> and write 
like a researcher will offer students tools to strengthen their individual and 
collective capacities in educational practice  
  
The course covers some or all of the following topics, depending in part on the range of “field 
placements” that students in the course choose:  ethnographic fieldwork, method and theory; participant 
observation; writing field notes or critical reflections, using field notes to build an argument, and engaged 
public scholarship and discourse. 
  
In successfully completing this course and by connecting course content with practicum participation in 
an authentic educational field, setting, or context, you will learn: 
 

● To connect educational theory and practice, understand the reasons for particular research 
strategies in specific settings, and understand the ethical implications of research and practice. 

● To write “critical reflections” that connect observations to theoretical questions from course 
readings, and 

● To use and incorporate these critical reflections into a final research project, in the form of a 
proposal for further research. 

● To apply specific concepts and strategies to conduct research, both individually and 
collaboratively, in various educational settings. 
 

You will articulate problems/puzzles in your field placement as integral to the process of learning how 
and what to observe, and how to use what you have observed to formulate and investigate a research 
question in educational settings, broadly defined. You will also have the opportunity to collectively form 
a research team, if there are synergies in research interests/field placements among your classmates. 
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Course topics are designed to shape a productive and reflective research experience for the student while 
recognizing that different students’ experiences may be variable, encompassing different sites and 
contexts with different activities and responsibilities. The course has two major objectives related to 
students’ awareness of their role as participant and/or researcher in the field: 
 
(1) to build awareness of the student’s role as both an active participant and researcher in the field; 
(2) to foster student reflection on their experiences of people and practice in the field of education.  
 
These objectives also encompass ethical and practical issues within practicum work and research (i.e., 
being a respectful, thoughtful contributor); and communication, research, and education within and across 
cultures and identity groups according to race, class, place (on and offline), and gender. 
  
Students in this course are expected to engage actively in one of the following areas (sometimes there is 
overlap): 

(1)  (1a) mentoring and interacting with youth in an educational setting, and observing and 
writing about young people’s educational experiences in the program; (1b) conducting 
educational research with faculty and/or graduate students; (1c) interning at and 
education-related organization or shadowing an educator; or (1d) teaching or assisting in a 
university class. 

(2)  collaborating with fellow undergraduates in ways that explore and develop understandings of 
what takes place in the contexts in which they are participating 

(3)  writing a brief final project, in the form of a research proposal based on student observations, 
and analysis of these observations with relevant literature/ theory.  

  
This course provides an opportunity to learn and use a range of ethnographic and other qualitative 
research knowledge and skills in contexts that may include: work in schools or community organizations 
offering service-oriented opportunities; or internship-type research with faculty or education-related 
companies, policy groups, or school districts. 
  
This course is a collaborative effort. All participants (instructors, graduate student instructors, 
undergraduates, K-12 students, and school and community members) contribute unique skills and 
experience that can enhance understanding and learning for all who are involved in the course and the 
affiliated research situations. As a student enrolled in this class, your careful insights and full 
participation are valuable, and you are expected and encouraged to be an active contributor to the 
learning process both of those with whom you work in your respective field situation and of your fellow 
undergraduates in this course. 
  
This course satisfies the field units requirement for the Graduate School of Education’s online 
undergraduate minor, and it can be repeated for credit. We recommend taking it for 2-3 credits rather than 
repeating it. 
  
Check the website and your email regularly for announcements, information, and updates about the 
class and visit the course website.  
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Critical Reflections and Website: 
You will post your critical reflections on the course site. Further instructions on your critical reflection 
submission will be given on the course website as the course progresses. 
  
Zoom discussions & Course Resources: Zoom session is 7-8 on Thursdays. 
You are required to participate in Zoom discussions weekly. These discussions will be a time for you to 
share experiences with other students and troubleshoot any challenges, discuss readings, and raise any 
questions you have about course material. Zoom discussions will be conducted in a group setting; you and 
the other students in your group will meet as a cohort with the GSI and/or professor. Toward the end of 
the course, as you develop research teams and refine your projects, we’ll meet more individually and as 
teams.  
 
Course Requirements: 
Read your syllabus carefully; all of the assignments will contribute to your grade. Pay attention to due 
dates and assignments. Be proactive in getting the assistance you need or in alerting us of errors on the 
site or materials. If you have problems with accessing the course site, posting, or any questions or 
concerns, please contact your GSI right away. 
  
Course Website: 
https://cole2.uconline.edu/courses/921758 
 
You will rely on the Canvas Ed144 course, so please be sure to familiarize yourself with it. A few 
elements of the website will be essential: 

● “Go to Zoom Classroom” to enter the discussions, office hours – anytime you interact 
with your GSI and professor 

● “Modules”: Modules are organized by week; they’re how you’ll navigate through the 
course and know what to do during any given week. It is important that you follow each 
step within the modules chronologically; you’ll click ‘next’ to read and complete all tasks 
in the modules. The modules will direct you to assignment details and how to submit 
them, as well as videos, readings, and other resources. While this syllabus lists readings 
and general core course info., it is not exhaustive for what is due each week; you’ll 
therefore want to get used to always following the Modules.  

● Announcements: you’ll regularly receive announcements from your GSI (these are both 
sent directly to your email and posted on the website). Please look out for these to stay 
updated and to navigate the course. 

Grade - Your grade is divided into 4 components: 

https://cole2.uconline.edu/courses/921758
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Field Site Attendance and Performance (25%) 

Field site attendance is very important. The people with whom you work in the educational setting or 
context where you will be conducting your fieldwork are not merely subjects to be observed; they are 
active, reflective persons who will depend on you and notice if you are not present and active. Please do 
not disrupt or confuse others’ experiences through irregular attendance or behavior at the field site. In 
addition, you will be graded on your participation and performance in the particular educational context 
in which you will be working. This grade is based on your responsible behavior, completion of assigned 
duties, degree of commitment and effort demonstrated, and genuine respect for others at the site where 
you work. Specifically, your fieldwork timesheet and corresponding site supervisor comments will 
provide the basis for your site attendance and performance grade. At the end of the course, you’ll submit a 
fieldwork log that is part of this grade. We trust your honest reporting of hours; this is also important as 
we have ongoing relationships with field sites so your work in one summer or term will influence the 
likelihood that the site will allow students to participate in the future. 

Active Zoom session participation (25%) 

Completion of course requirements and consistent participation in online activities with your fellow 
students are mandatory.  Complete your readings before completing the critical reflection assignments. 
We will discuss your practicum sites and readings, led by reading discussion leaders. See below on zoom 
session requirements. 
  
Note: This online course includes individual and group activities that are key to your understanding of 
course content and crucial to your fulfillment of other course requirements. Your participation in these 
activities will be assessed according to your active involvement with other undergraduates, and your full 
engagement in and completion of the online activities. 

Critical Reflections and Annotated Bibliography Assignments (25%) 

Since this is a methods course, your critical reflections are extremely important, and for this reason, they 
are graded. Your weekly critical reflections represent the information that you will use both in group 
discussions, and in your final research proposal. Each critical reflection includes three parts: 

● A general observation, which describes the educational setting and the general activities that the 
student has observed in his/her last practicum visit; 

● A focused observation, which focuses on a specific activity or interaction among a small group of 
people in the practicum setting; 

● A reflection, which interprets what has been observed in relation to the course readings and 
concepts and to previous practicum visits. 
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On weeks they are due, you are required to submit your critical reflections to instructors by Sunday 
at 11:59 pm each week. Late submissions will receive a grade deduction of 1 point for lateness per day 
(and will not be accepted/graded after 3 days). Critical reflections are an integral component of this 
course. More information and discussion on how to write critical reflections will be given during the 
course. 
  
“Constructing Your Project” and Final Research Proposal (25%) 
The final requirement of the course is a research proposal, based on course readings and on your weekly 
critical reflections. Your final research proposal can be a 3-5 page written proposal or a 5-7 minute 
multimedia proposal. More detailed instructions on this assignment will be given online during the 
course. Students are highly encouraged to work on research teams. Additionally, small “constructing your 
project” assignments will help you prepare for the final research proposal. These are not graded, but 
constitute roughly 8% of this category. 
 
Components of grades overview (aka how to get an A!) 

Assignment Points Due dates 

Forms and fieldwork log Forms 5 points, fieldwork log 20 
points 

Forms due 1/27; Fieldwork log 
5/13 

Active zoom session 
participation 

25 points; each session is 
approximately 1.6 points! 

Each week, Thursday 7-8pm 

Critical reflections and 
annotated bibliography 

5 points each x 5 = 25 points 
total 

See modules in canvas for 
specific due dates 

Constructing your project and 
final research proposal 

25 points Due May 13th, 11:59pm 

Total  100 points 

 
  
Course Policies 
 
Accommodations: 
If you have a disability that requires accommodation either in class, or for the assignments, please let us 
know immediately and provide documentation from DSP. In addition, please let us know when we can 
provide assistance and/or other types of helpful accommodations that will allow you to be successful in 
this course.  
 
Grading, Late Assignments and Plagiarism: 
If you have concerns about a grade, please talk first with the GSI, then with the professor, who makes the 
final decision in the grading process. Late assignments will be reduced by one point per day, and will 
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not be accepted after three days. Plagiarism will not be tolerated, and will result in a failing grade for 
the course. See the University Student Code of Conduct for information about plagiarism. 
  
Course Sequence 
The table below provides a summary of the course topics, readings, and assignments for each week. 
Please refer to the course website (modules) for more detail. Each week there will be a Zoom 
Discussion - with the type noted in each week. Weeks without noted topics will be open sessions to 
check in and address questions and trends in the practicum placements. Students are not required to 
buy any texts – all have been made available online.  

 

Summary of main assignments/ discussion participation 

Behind the mask video: due week 1, Sunday at 11:59 pm 

Critical reflections (4): due weeks 3, 6, 9, 12, all at 11:59 pm on the Sunday of those weeks  

Annotated bibliography: due week 8, 11:59 pm on Sunday  

Determine research team of up to 4 (and option to work on a bibliography together): Week 8 

Final proposal and fieldwork log: due May 13th, 11:59 pm 

Important information on Zoom Discussions, Thursdays from 7-8pm:  

● You have 9 required one hour zoom sessions; these are longer sessions with more 
content especially in the first 3 weeks. Plan to stay up to 1 hour; a few sessions may 
end sooner. In these sessions you can also check-in/ ask questions/ discuss your sites, but 
we may have less time to talk about specific sites. 

● You have 6 required half hour zoom check-ins. These are ½ hour sessions that will be 
focused on asking questions and sharing your experience. GSIs will be available 
immediately after these ½ hour sessions to check in about your projects.  

 

Course overview 

Week Topic Readings & Assignments 
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Week 1 
1/22-1/27 
  
 

Getting Started   
● Begin going to your practicum sites! 
● Familiarize yourself with the Canvas course 

site, watch introduction/mask videos, 
● Turn in any remaining paperwork: practicum 

agreement form submitted via Canvas 
● Course introduction zoom session 

 
Introduction Zoom Discussion: required and one 
hour. 
Behind the mask: your introduction video due 
Sunday 1/27 at 11:59 pm 

Week 2 
1/28-2/3 
  
 
  

Observe & 
Reflect 

  
● Emerson, R. (2001). “Four Ways to Improve 

the Craft of Fieldwork.” pp. 35-49. 
● Creswell, JW (2002). Educational research: 

Planning, conducting, and evaluating 
quantitative and qualitative research. Upper 
Saddle River, N.J: Merrill. pp. 3-14.  

 
Reading one hour zoom session 

Week 3 
2/4-2/10 
 

Observe, Reflect, 
and be Ethical 
 
From Observant 
Participation to 
Participant 
Observation 

  
● Becker, H. & R. Faulkner (2007). “Studying 

Something You Are Part Of: The View from 
the Bandstand.” pp. 15-21. 

● Steinbeck, J. (1980). Breakfast. In Steinbeck, 
J. The Long Valley. New York: Penguin. pp. 
1-3. 

  
Suggested: Emerson, R. (1994). Fieldnotes in 
ethnographic research. In Writing ethnographic 
fieldnotes. R. Emerson, R. Fretz, & L. Shaw (eds.). 
University of Chicago Press, pp. 1-16. 
 
Required 1 hour zoom session.  
Before breaking out into reading discussions, we’ll 
also discuss ethics in research, i.e., balancing 
observation and practice, your role, accountability, 
confidentiality, etc.  
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Critical Reflection #1 Due Sunday at 11:59 pm  

Week 4 
2/11-2/17 

Problems, 
puzzles, and 
questions 
 

 
Half hour Zoom check-in  
Assignment: Students will be asked to find submit 2 
readings related to their practicum sites and interests 
so far (can be scholarly or news articles, book 
chapters, etc.) 
 

Week 5 
2/18-2/24 
 

Intro to 
Conceptual 
Frameworks 

 Now that you’ve been observing and reflecting, we’ll 
transition to making sense of those observations.  

● Maxwell, J. (2013). Chapter 3: Conceptual 
framework: What do you think is going on? 
Qualitative Research Design: An Interactive 
Approach. London: Sage. pp. 39-72. 

 
Required hour long Zoom section: Conceptual 
Frameworks  
  
Critical Reflection #2 Due Sunday at 11:59 pm 
In your critical reflection, you will begin integrating at 
least 1 reading into part 3. This reading can be one 
you’ve identified, or you can choose one from the list 
of supplemental readings below (and at the end of the 
Modules on the Canvas course site). 

Week 6 
2/25-3/3 
 

  
Conceptual 
Frameworks: 
drawing from the 
literature  

  
Required Zoom discussion:  
Effective literature searches with a UC librarian  
 
Assignment (you will do this during the Zoom 
session: Draw a tentative conceptual framework 
from your site/project. 
 

Week 7 
3/4 -3/10 
 

 
Collaboration: 
Working with a 
Research-Praxis 
Team 

 
Required Zoom discussion (one hour): 
Constructing your research teams, working as a 
team. Students who wish to work as a team for their 
final project will propose and commit to teams by this 
week; we will discuss co-creating bibliographies and 
what creating a coherent team proposal entails. 
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Students are highly encouraged to work as a team - 
this is an essential part of both research and practice - 
but if you choose, you may also work on your own.  
 
Assignment: Annotated Bibliography - 5 
references relevant to your fieldwork site due 
Sunday at 11:59 pm. Using the tools and resources 
shared by the librarian –and working with teams 
created - students will be asked to find submit 
scholarly readings related to their practicum sites (5-6 
total per team; 1 submission per team to see how your 
ideas and questions are in dialogue with each other) 

Week 8 
3/11-3/17 
 

  
Framing 
Research 
Questions 

 
● Review: Emerson, Robert (2001). “Four Ways 

to Improve the Craft of Fieldwork.” pp. 
35-49. 

● Maxwell, J. (2013). Research Questions: 
What do you want to understand? Qualitative 
Research Design: An Interactive Approach. 
London: Sage. pp. 73-83. 

 
Required Zoom discussion: Framing, 
workshopping research questions. What makes a 
good question? 
 
Critical Reflection #3 Due Sunday at 11:59 pm, 
this time incorporating at least 1 article from the 
literature  

Week 9 Spring break: no class or assignments 

Week 10 
4/1-4/7 
 

 
Refining your 
puzzles and 
questions  

  
  
 
Half hour Zoom check-in  
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Week 11 
4/8-4/14 
 

  
Conceptual 
Frameworks II  

  
● Ravitch, Sharon & Riggan, Matthew (2016). 

Chs. 1 and 2 (Ch. 3 also walks through an 
example of developing a conceptual 
framework); and p. 174: using the conceptual 
framework to design research questions. 

 
Half hour zoom check-in 
 

Week 12 
4/15-4/21 
 

  
Methods: the 
who, what and 
how of your 
proposed 
research 
 

 
● Maxwell, J. (2013). Methods: What will you 

actually do? Qualitative Research Design: An 
Interactive Approach. London: Sage. pp. 
87-120. 

 
Required Zoom discussion  
 
Critical Reflection #4 Due Sunday at 9 pm, 
incorporating at least 1 article from the literature  
 

Week 13 
4/22-4/28 
 

  
Refining your 
puzzles and 
questions  

  
 
 
Half hour Zoom check-in  

Week 14 
4/29-5/5 
 

Crafting a 
proposal 
 
  

  

● Maxwell, J. (2013). Ch. 7 Research Proposals: 
Presenting and justifying a qualitative study. 
Qualitative Research Design: An Interactive 
Approach. London: Sage. pp. 139-148. 

● Optional/ review as useful: Locke, LF.; 
Spirduso, WW. (Wyrick); Silverman, SJ. 
(1999). 4th Edition. Proposals That Work: A 
Guide for Planning Dissertations and Grant 
Proposals. pp. 3-20, 63-78 (as needed on 
integrating literature), especially 184-185. 
 

 
Zoom check-in  
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Week 15 (RRR) 
Office hours/ 
individual and 
research team 
meetings 
through the end 
of the course  

Crafting a 
proposal 

  
  
*** May. 13, 11:59 pm: Fieldwork hours Log and 
Research Proposal due *** 

 
Supplemental readings will be provided on the course site; students will also create their own annotated 
bibliographies based on their practicum sites. Examples of pieces students have often drawn from in the 
past include the following:  
 

● Freire, P. (1987). The Importance of the Act of Reading. In Freire, P. Literacy: Reading the Word 
and the World. Westport, CN: Bergin & Garvey. 

● Rogoff, B. (1994). Developing understanding of the idea of communities of learners pp. 209-229. 
● Thorne, B. (2001). “Learning from Kids.”  pp. 224-237. 
● Lave, J. (1996). “Teaching, as Learning, in Practice.” pp. 149-164. 
● Gutierrez, K., Baquedano-Lopez, P. & Tejeda, C. (1995) Rethinking diversity: Hybridity and 

hybrid language practices in the third space. pp. 286-303. 
● Readings from Ed190, Ed140 or other courses; readings on race, class, gender and/or social and 

critical studies in education; comparative and international education; literature from youth 
studies; early childhood education studies; literature on pedagogies, curriculum, instruction and 
classroom approaches such as engagement, dialogue, etc. We’ll provide suggestions to guide your 
search, but we’d like you to build a bibliography relevant to your site and interests.  

 
Units 

Your practicum placement will be the centerpiece of your Practicum in Education experience. Therefore, 
it is critical that you select a field placement that is well-aligned with your own interests, skills, and 
schedule. The hourly requirement for your field site varies between the number of units you intend to sign 
up for. Please consult the following tables when considering your field site and corresponding units for 
the fall semester. 

Fall/Spring Semesters: 

Units Time in practicum site 
Time/Week 

Academic 
Time/Week 

Total 
Time/Week 

Total Time/Course 
(14 weeks) 

1 unit 1.5 hours 1.5 hours 3 hours 42 hours 

2 4.5 hours 1.5 hours 6 hours 84 hours 
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units 

3 
units 

7.5 hours 1.5 hours 9 hours 126 hours 

 
  
Note: the course is offered pass/no pass OR for a letter grade. Please be sure to choose the appropriate 
option when enrolling. To pass the course you must accumulate at least 70 points.  


