
FINNISH 1 - SYLLABUS - SPRING SEMESTER 2018  

Monday, Wednesday,  Friday 9:00-9:59am   

Instructor: Lotta Weckström 
email: lotta.weckstrom@berkeley.edu 

Office: DW 6412 

Office hours: Monday 1–2 pm, and by appointment  

This is a cross campus listed course and Spring semester will be taught according to UC 
Berkeley academic calendar. First day of class is January 17th. UCB students will 
participate to this class in the classroom, enrolled students from other campuses via 
Zoom, a conferencing / distance teaching platform.  

COURSE OBJECTIVES:  

Students will continue to learn basic structures of the Finnish, and will be able to use 
them in simple, everyday conversation. All four language skills: listening, speaking, 
reading and writing will be studied and practiced. 

We will also look at colloquial (spoken) and formal (written) forms of the Finnish 
language. Historical and cultural information as well as everyday life in modern Finland 
will be discussed in connection with language studies.  

COURSE TEXTS:  

Sonja Gehring and Sanni Heinzmann: Suomen mestari 1. Suomen oppikirja aikuisille 
Second edition, 2011. Finn Lectura  
ISBN 978-951-792-436-8  

Students don't have to purchase the CD  

Additional texts, websites, listening clips, film clips, etc. will be provided. 

  

EXPLANATION of THE COURSE and COURSE REQUIREMENTS:  

mailto:lotta.weckstrom@berkeley.edu


I believe in using the target language as much as possible in my teaching and in the 
classroom interaction. However, since Finnish is a language rich in grammar, grammar 
rules will be explained in English at the beginning. The use of English in the class will 
diminish as the semester advances.  

I also believe in communicative, collaborative language learning, so we will be practicing 
the functions of the language in pairs and small groups with oral and written exercises. I 
see my role as a facilitator and encourage you to take charge of your own learning. Pay 
attention to your learning style (visual, auditory, or kinesthetic) or a combination of them. 
Recognizing your learning style/s will help you in your language learning - and me in 
planning classroom activities.  

In addition to coursework and regular homework you are required to keep a language/ 
culture log, read a Finnish novel in translation and watch at least two Finnish films.  

PARTICIPATION and ATTENDANCE:  

Since this is a communicative and cooperative language class, you are expected to attend 
class every time and actively participate in the classroom activities. A particularly 
important form of participation is questions. As I see my role to be a facilitator, a lot of 
learning will take place when you bring up questions. People often have different ways of 
understanding the same material, and your questions might be very helpful for the other 
students. Questions also help clarify interesting idiosyncrasies of the Finnish language. 
Your willingness to fully participate in the class will be graded at the end of the semester.  

HOMEWORK:  

There will be aural homework based on our textbook and film clips as well as reading, 
writing and grammar homework with your textbook and handouts. Homework load is 
about 3 hours/week. Try to keep up with the homework since language learning is a 
cumulative process; we will be building on the prior knowledge in every class. Please do 
not hesitate to ask me about anything that is not clear to you. There are no dumb 
questions about the Finnish language - only interesting ones!  

The book that will be our main text is based on the belief that we should be able to use 
the target language in expressing ourselves from the very beginning. We will be doing 
aural/oral practice as well as reading and writing Finnish.  

Learning a new language is hard work, but the comforting fact is the time spent studying 
has a direct correlation to the results you will achieve. Your own activity pays off!  



GRADING POLICIES:  

Your grade will be based on: 

Attendance and participation (20%)  
Homework assignments, including the language/culture log (15%)  
Quizzes (15%) 

Midterm exam (20%)  
Final exam (20%) (including a group oral interview and questions about the Finnish 
literature you’ll have read and the films you’ll have watched. The group interview will be 
in Finnish and the questions about literature and film in English)  

COURSE SCHEDULE:  

We will cover chapters 6–9 in our textbook: Suomen mestari 1. There will be vocabulary 
and grammar quizzes, a midterm exam, and a final exam. 

IMPORTANT DATES: 

Instruction begins 1/17 at 9 am Berkeley time ( 9:10am) 

Spring Recess 3/26—3/30  

Last day of instruction: Friday, 4/27.  

Reading/Review/Recitation Period 4/30-5/4 

Final examination week, Monday, May 7-  Friday, May 11  

STATEMENT ON ACCOMMODATION: 

Please see the instructor in advance to discuss any situations that will require disability 
accommodations. An official DSP accommodation letter will be necessary to approve 
adjustments to the policies of this course, and students are encouraged to initiate the 
process of obtaining DSP letters as early as possible in the semester. 

TERVETULOA! 


