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	Course	Description	
 
This course serves as the first in a series of three courses on Basque language and culture 
offered in an online format. Through a combination of online preparation activities and 
stimulating virtual discussion sections, we will cover the basics of Basque grammar and 
vocabulary as we explore Basque culture and its impact on recent history, culminating in a 
larger discussion of the role of minority cultures and their contribution to diversity within 
the United States. 
 
Course	Goals	
 
In this course, you will:  
 

• gain first-hand experience in a minority languages and culture 
• learn the basics of grammar and vocabulary in Basque, or Euskera 
• understand the plurality of relations that Basque culture has historically maintained with 

Spain and Latin America 
• develop an awareness of how diversity and equity in education contribute to academic and 

intellectual life 
• explore the multicultural level of Hispanic and Iberian Studies through a case study 
• develop and practice skills pertaining to online collaboration and the analysis of digital 

media, including but not limited to successfully participating in threaded discussion 
conversations and interacting with peers during virtual meetings 
 
 This course satisfies the following GE requirements: 

o GE Area B: Foreign Language 
 
Basic	Bibliography	
All	the	materials	will	be	available	online	via	GauchoSpace.	
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All supplementary materials will be posted in GauchoSpace. This includes weekly 

readings, relevant links and Powerpoints. 
 
Course Requirements 
 
Note that this course will be conducted completely online. If you do not have regular access 
to the Internet and a computer as well as a backup in case there are access problems with the 
main one, you should not enroll in Spanish 154W. Keep in mind that you are responsible for 
accessing and completing materials on time. Unexpected computer crashes will not be 
considered a valid excuse for not completing assignments in a timely manner. You will need 
a microphone, webcam, and headphones to participate in video meetings and chat sessions.  
 
Students should immediately become familiar with the GauchoSpace site for this class. On 
GauchoSpace you will find the syllabus, homework assignments, quizzes, forums, links to 
upload your written assignments, and other activities. You should log in to GauchoSpace 
regularly throughout the week as important announcements and other information is updated 
continuously.  
 
Time requirements 
Students should plan on spending at least 3 hours a week (at least 20-30 minutes each day is 
recommended) working with the online materials on GauchoSpace, and other assignments 
in addition to the virtual class meetings. Consequently, taking this course is not 
recommended if you have many competing demands or if you are planning on traveling 
extensively during the time the course is in progress. If you do travel, please note that no 
accommodations/alternate arrangements will be made for you, and that you are still 
responsible for attending virtual class sessions and submitting all work on time. Remember 
that although this is an online course, it is still a 4-unit course. 
 
Online platforms 
 
We will be using two different online platforms as required components of this class: 
GauchoSpace and Zoom. If you decide to take your exams from home, you will also need to 
become familiar with a third platform, ProctorU. Since one or more of these platforms may 



be new to you, please read the following information carefully.  
 
GauchoSpace. Our GauchoSpace will serve as our official course website. Each week, you 
will need to log into GauchoSpace to complete various short quizzes, upload written 
assignments, and participate in weekly forum discussions. Emails sent through 
GauchoSpace will also be my primary means of communicating with you, so please 
remember to check your university email on a regular, preferably daily basis so as not to 
miss any important announcements. 
 
Zoom. Zoom is a web-based video conferencing service that we will be using for our 
weekly virtual class sessions (remember that you are required to attend one session per 
week). Click here to visit the website and create your free account (you have the option of 
doing so via Google or Facebook if you prefer). It is very important for these sessions that 
you have a working webcam and microphone installed in your computer, so please take a 
moment right now to ensure that both are in working order. For each class session, you will 
be provided with a code that will enable you to participate in a virtual lesson. For a step-by-
step walkthrough of the process of joining a meeting, please see “Getting Started with 
Zoom” (PDF) on GauchoSpace.  
 
Box. Box is a web-based storage application that is offered at UCSB for instructors and 
students. Using a wide variety of tools, Box is able to facilitate group work activities and 
assignment submission, monitor students´ progress, combine with other available 
applications (such as Sketchboard for online diagrams, or Slack for online chat), and store 
materials. It is fully compatible with GauchoSpace, and it can be a good asset to track 
students´ interaction with the course itself. Box offers similar tools as some more familiar 
applications that students might have already used (such as Dropbox), but it is more 
integrated with the resources that GauchoSpace already offers. 
 
Slack. Slack is an online chat application, designed for professionals and students to 
organize and collaborate in the creation of projects, cooperative tasks, workload 
development, and interactive participation. It is similar to other products already online 
(such as Whatsapp), and has the advantage of being able to integrate with other applications 
already on the market (such as Sketchboard) for pedagogical uses. 
 
ProctorU. If you will be taking the final from a location other than the UCSB campus, you 
will need to create an account with ProctorU, an online proctoring service that, for a modest 
fee ($17.50 per hour), will allow you to take your exam from any laptop or desktop 
computer (please note that tablets and smartphones are not supported) with internet access. 
You will use your computer to connect with a proctor who, via video chat, will: 1) verify 
your identity via a form of photo I.D. and a quiz on personal information that has been 
pulled from public record 2) ask you to show him/her the entire exam area via webcam 
and/or with a reflective surface 3) remotely monitor your computer screen, eye movement, 
and other activities while you are taking the exam. 
 
 To create an account and register to take an exam, please go to the following website: 
http://proctoru.com/ Please note that you must register and sign up to take your exam at 
least 72 hours in advance: any exams scheduled less than 72 hours in advance are subject to 



an added premium fee. 
 
Final Grade Breakdown 
 
Quizzes (2)    15% 
Online Participation   25% 
Written Short Assignments (3) 20% 
Final Exam and Essay (1)  20% 
Essay on Cultural Content (1)  20% 
 
Quizzes 

• Demonstrate knowledge on the linguistic track of the course 
• Be able to follow the different grammatical, semantic and lexical topics 

Online Participation 
• Actively engage with course topics 
• Collectively pose and answer questions and discuss doubts concerning the 

course itself 
• Promote cooperation as a learning method 

Written Short Assignments 
• Be able to present examples and arguments on the proposed topics 
• Engage critical thinking and independent thought when analyzing the 

proposed topics, addressing an interdisciplinary and cross-cultural perspective  
Final Exam and Essay 

• Demonstrate a cumulative knowledge in the linguistic track of the course 
• Recognize and identify the different grammatical, semantic and lexical 

components of the language 
• Assess and judge the different topics from an independent perspective and 

demonstrate critical thinking on each topic/argument 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
Online Course Schema 

 
Both the cultural and linguistic parts of the course will have Gauchocast lectures 
available online of approx. 15-20 minutes each, where you will be introduced to the 
cultural and linguistic topics that will serve as points of discussion in weekly Zoom. 
The diagram below represents how different aspects of our course will come 
together via our discussion sessions. 
 
 

 
 
	
		

Webinar 
Sessions 
(Zoom) 

Online Forums, Chats and Collaborative Zoom Activities between Students 
 

Discuss each topic using the provided texts and articles and approach them with a comparative 
perspective. 

Prepare questions with concrete concepts (identity, multiculturalism, gender, minority language and 
culture) and answer them in groups. 

Linguistic 
Proficiency 

(GauchoCast) 
 

• colloquial 
expressions 

• the verb izan (“to 
be”) 

• basic vocabulary 
• verbs & 

declinations 
• addresses and maps 

 

GauchoSpache Library 
texts, articles, media-links, and other content 

List of Cultural Topics 
(GauchoCast) 

 
• mythology & history 
• wars 
• creativity 
• diaspora 
• modernity 
• identity 
• violence 
• cinema 
• environment and cuisine 
• literature 
• cooperatives 

 



Schedule 
 
 

Zoom Webinar Session 1  
 

Introduction 
 Approx. 20 minutes.  
 

• Presentation of the course goals and syllabus. 
• Introduction to methods to learn the language. 
o CLT method: Communicative language teaching. 
o SLA method: Second Language Acquisition method. 
• Basic ideas and colloquial expressions in Basque. 
o Greetings 
o How to express emotions: happiness, sadness, excitement, etc. and first use of verbs. 

 
Mythology 

Approx. 20 minutes 
 

• Definition of Mythology and History disciplines from a comparative perspective. 
o Learning about prehistory as a concept. 
o Giving a general definition and origin of mythology. 
• Basics of Basque Mythology. 
• From Pre-History to Middle Age. 

 
 
Tasks 
 

- Take notes and comment in groups on your previous knowledge of Basque culture. 
- Pose at least one question and answer one of your classmates’ in online forum. 
- Complete section 1of the workbook. 

 

 
Zoom Webinar Session 2  

Introduction to Basque Grammar 
Approx. 30 minutes. 

 
In the second and third sessions, we will get familiar with basic verbs in Basque. In the 
same manner that we have the verbs ser and estar in Spanish to express different functions 
of the verb to be, in Basque we have the verbs izan and egon. We will start using them in 
different situations and in group activities. 

• Exercises to distinguish izan and egon 

Survey: Share your expectations, motivations and interests related to this course. 



• Introducing oneself in Basque 
• Numbers from 1 to 10, and 10 to 20 
• Adverbs of place 

 
Medieval Era and Modernism in Basque Territory 

Approx. 25 minutes. 
 
Beginning with the Roman invasion and ending with the Basque Country’s relationship 
with the Caliphate of Cordoba, we will explore the roles proximity and friendship have 
played in the history of the Basque nation and its people. 
 
Tasks 

- Practice the difference between izan and egon providing at least two sentences where you 
distinguish them. For instance, students will introduce themselves in Basque to the rest of 
the class. 

- Propose a comparative approach to the conquer of Spain by the caliphate and the 
geopolitical situation today. 

- Contribute with a short thought about the differences between invading or conquering, and 
colonizing. 
Complete workbook section 2. 
 

Zoom Webinar Session 3 
  

Food Vocabulary and Simple Sentences 
Approx. 30 minutes 

 
We will continue getting familiar with the basic notions of verbs and vocabulary, 
introducing new verbs to designate location in Basque. Additionally, we will explore 
different situations of daily life that refer to locations and origins. 

• Vocabulary: farm products 
• Numbers from 20 to 40, and from 40 to 100 
• Verbs in the present tense 
• Affirmative and Negative sentence order 

 
Modern Wars 

Approx. 30 mins. 
 
An introduction to modernity in the Basque Country: beginning in the 19th century with a 
look at the resurgence of many social and political ideologies, we will continue through a 
complicated 20th century and describe the major wars and conflicts that have a direct 
influence on the immigration phenomenon of the Basque population, with special mention 
of the bombing of Gernika and Durango. 
 
 
Tasks 



- -Discuss in breakout Zoom groups the impact of art and wars, following the ideas 
described in Gauchocast lecture. 

- Complete the workbook section 3. 
- Using Quizlet, practice the different modes of “to be” in Basque. For instance, students 

will explain where they are and how they feel in Basque. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Zoom Webinar Session 4 
 

Errepasoa (Review) 
Approx. 35 minutes. 

In this class, we will review the materials and content we have seen up to this point in the 
course and prepare for the Quiz. 

• Building simple affirmative and negative sentences in Basque 
• Numbers and other Vocabulary 

 
Short Written Assignment 

Approx. 10 minutes 
 
Answer the following Questions: 

• What role has Basque Culture played in recent world history? 
• How and where can you locate Basque Culture in Spain and Latin America?  
• Can you provide an example of a minority culture? 

 
Tasks 
 

- Provide at least two examples of affirmative and negative sentences. 
- Bring the questions related to the short written assignment. 

 
 

Zoom Webinar Session 5 
 

Common Connectors in Basque 
Approx. 30 minutes 

 
• Connectors 
• Combination of Affirmative and Negative Sentences 
• Vocabulary on Professions and Tools 
• Review Numbers 



 
Creativity in Art 

Approx. 35 minutes 
 
How does creativity influence and determine the cultural production of a nation? This 
week, we  will try to answer this question by analyzing different methods of artistic and 
cultural expression within the Basque Country.  
 
Tasks 
 

- Evaluate the use of each connector depending on the semantic goal of the sentence. For 
instance, students will combine different sentences to get a semantically more complete 
structure. 

- Complete workbook section 5. 
- Discuss the role of art in society, especially during crisis and war periods. Use 

Sketchboard to design possible ways art influences our perception of reality. 
 
 

Zoom Webinar Session 6 
 

Verbs nahi and behar in Basque 
Approx. 30 minutes. 

 
• The verbs nahi and behar 
• Transitive verbs 
• Conversations 
• Dictation 

 
Modernity and the creation of Urban Areas 

Approx. 25 minutes 
 
The cultural production related to cinema, although limited for many decades, is 
experiencing a renaissance in the Basque Country. Both Basque productions and movies 
translated into Euskera are currently popular again. 
 
Tasks 
 

- Practice in groups with Ikaszopa app, to acquire vocabulary words. 
- Complete section 6 of the workbook. 
- Give at least 2 examples of sentences that require the use of nahi and behar. 
- Using breakout rooms in Zoom, hold a comparative discussion on the impact of 

industrialization in the United States and the Basque Country at the end of the 19th century. 
 

 
 



 
Zoom Webinar Session 7 

 
Practical Basque in Public Places 

Approx. 25 minutes. 
 

• Review izan and behar 
• Vocabulary related to food, cinema, and restaurants 
• Intransitive verbs 

 
Basque Cinema 

Approx. 30 minutes. 
 
We will discuss how Hollywood productions compete with independent cinema, and where 
Basque cinema is located within these coordinates. We will learn some basic elements of 
Film Theory as well. 
 
Tasks 
 

- Use Slack to send each other a shopping list with food products in Basque. Students will 
have to send back images of what they have bought in exchange. 

- Complete section 7 of the workbook. 
- Provide examples of sentences with izan and behar with regards to shopping activities. 
- Analyze and comment on different clips provided by the instructor, individually and in 

groups. 
 

Zoom Webinar Session 8 
 

Giving directions in Basque 
Approx. 30 minutes 

 
• Vocabulary related to maps and trips 
• Giving and receiving directions 
• Map of a city 

 
Group Forum on Architecture and City Transformation 

Approx. 25 minutes 
 
We will cover the recent transformation of Bilbao this week, from a pre-modern city 
surrounded by farms and farmers to the its current state as a post-modern society and city. 
We will give details on how this transformation came about and its key features. 
 
 
Tasks 
 



- Using Slack and Box, chat with a classmate and figure out where to go based on the 
instructions given by your partner. 

- Analyze and compare the regeneration of Bilbao and the degeneration of Detroit from 
social, architectonic and economical perspectives. 

 
Zoom Webinar Session 9 

 
Erosketak (Shopping) 
Approx. 30 minutes. 

• Quiz Review 
• Vocabulary related to groceries, stores and shops 
• Combining transitive and intransitive verbs 
• Introduction to the recent past 

 
Cooperative Model of Business: Mondragon Case Study 

Approx. 30 minutes. 
 
Founded by a visionary priest, the Mondragon Cooperative model still stands as a world-
class business model. With its international projection and integrated company model, 
Mondragon offers a different business model in the Global era. 
 
Tasks 

- Review the quizzes, collaborate on collective doubts and questions related to the quiz itself. 
- Complete section 9 of the workbook. 
- Examine and identify the differences and advantages of the cooperative model of 

production, with regards to the traditional capitalist mode of production in online forums. 
- Be able to post at least one meaningful and developed comment, and answer one of your 

classmates in the same manner. 

 

 
Zoom Webinar Session 10 

 
Final Review 

Approx. 45 minutes. 

We will spend these sessions reviewing and resolving questions related to grammar and 
vocabulary. 

• General Grammar Review 
• Collaborative Q&A session 

Survey: Answer the questions and give feedback on the course based on your experience and the 
fulfillment of the expectations you had in the beginning. 



• Vocabulary and Numbers 
• Syntax 

 
Cultural Theories, Identity, and Globalization 

Approx. 45 minutes 
 
Group forum on how cultural differences make an impact on the social and political level, 
and how this influence is reflected within academia. Prepare questions to generate answers 
and debate cultural issues that permeate our daily life: racism, machismo, classism, 
prejudices, etc. 
 
Tasks 
 

- General review of the given materials. Students will be able to use any of the proposed 
tools (Slack, Box, Zoom, etc.) to interact amongst themselves and with the instructor in 
order to solve any questions related to the course. 

- Organized in groups, students will have to prepare and conduct a webinar combining the 
different aspects that they were able to grasp about identity as a social, cultural and 
political marker. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
1) Disabled Students Program: accommodations for exams 
 
Students with disabilities may request academic accommodations for exams online through 
the UCSB Disabled Students Program at http://dsp.sa.ucsb.edu/. Please make your requests 
for exam accommodations through the online system as early in the quarter as possible to 
ensure proper arrangement. 
 
 
 
Managing stress / Supporting Distressed Students 
 
Personal concerns such as stress, anxiety, relationships, depression, cultural differences, 
can interfere with the ability of students to succeed and thrive. For helpful resources, please 
contact UCSB Counseling & Psychological Services (CAPS) at 805- 893-4411 or visit 
http://counseling.sa.ucsb.edu/ . 
 
If you encounter a student in distress, please contact 805-893-3030 immediately and/or 
consult the Responding to Distressed Student 
Protocol at http://www.sa.ucsb.edu/distressedstudentsguide or phone 893-3030. 
 
 
 
Responsible scholarship 
 
Honesty and integrity in all academic work is essential for a valuable educational 
experience. The Office of Judicial Affairs has policies, tips, and resources for proper 
citation use, recognizing actions considered to be cheating or other forms of academic 
theft, and students’ responsibilities, available on their website 
at: http://judicialaffairs.sa.ucsb.edu. Students are responsible for educating themselves on 
the policies and to abide by them. 
 
 
 
Furthermore, for general academic support, students are encouraged to visit Campus 
Learning Assistance Services (CLAS) early and often. CLAS offers 
instructional groups, drop-in tutoring, writing and ESL services, skills workshops and one-
on-one consultations. CLAS is located on the third floor of the Student Resource Building, 
or visit http://clas.sa.ucsb.edu 


