
Swahili 5/Kiswahili 5 Silabasi

Course Information 

SWA5:   Intermediate Swahili, First Quarter, UCLA 
Winter 2017:   10:00-11.30am 
TWR   1023 Public Affairs 

Final Exam  TBA 

Class Webpage:  https://ccle.ucla.edu/course/view/17W-SWAHILI5-1 

Instructor:  Olga Ivanova 
Office hours:  weekdays 8-9am and by appointment 
Office:   Rolfe 3300 
email:   olga.ivanova@ucla.edu 

Objectives

Intermediate Swahili is intended for students with a strong foundation in speaking and reading 
Swahili and understanding Swahili culture(s). Building on that foundation, this course is 
designed to help you improve those skills. We will accomplish this goal by reading and writing 
more complex texts, listening to extended discourse, adding to the base of grammar rules you 
already understand, examining the nuances of grammar and idiomatic speech, and 
contextualizing your cultural knowledge. A major focus will be improving your writing and 
speaking skills, through extended discourse and longer written work. By reading a wide variety 
of text-types (essays, letters, poetry, fiction, cartoons, proverbs, and riddles), you will also 
increase your understanding of different ways of using Swahili.

Materials

Anne Biersteker.  Masomo ya Kisasa: Contemporary Readings in Swahili.  New Haven: Yale 
University Press, 1990. 

Katrina Daly Thompson and Antonia Schleicher. Swahili Learners' Reference Grammar. 

Nicholas Awde. Swahili-English / English-Swahili Dictionary.

TUKI Kamusi Kiswahili-Kiingereza

Other materials may be available via Moodle.

Assignments, Assessment and Evaluation

Daily Oral Performance 25%
Video responses 15%
Homework 20%
Midterm exam 15%
Final exam 15%
Skits 5%
Meza 5%  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Within each category, assignments may not be graded equally.
I will post grades on CCLE as soon as I am done with them. I you have questions about any of 
your grades, please come to office hours. I will not discuss grades by email or over the phone.

At the end of the quarter, you will receive a letter grade using the following scale (+/- may be 
added to any grade):

Oral performance

Your oral performance will be evaluated based on oral participation in class, where the focus is 
on fluency, not accuracy. Using English in any of these contexts will negatively affect your oral 
performance grade. Each day I will assign you an oral performance grade from 0-5 using the 
following criteria.

I will excuse up to two absences if you let me know in advance OR if you provide me with 
written proof of the reason for your emergency absence. You are responsible for finding out 
what you missed from a classmate. After you have done that, I will be happy to go over it with 
you if you have questions.

90 – 99.9 % A

80 -89.9 % B

70-79.9 % C

60-69.9 % D (n/a for graduate students)

0-59.9 % (0-69.9% for graduate students) F

5
attend class, arrive on time, listen to others, volunteer to speak, engage with conversation partner, avoid English, 
demonstrate preparation 

4
attend class, arrive on time, listen to others, engage with conversation partner, avoid English, demonstrate 
preparation but participate only when called on 

3 attend class but participate minimally, or be late, or use English or be unprepared 

2 attend class but participate minimally, use English, and demonstrate lack of  preparation 

1 attend class but do not participate 

0
unexcused absence
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Video Responses

Throughout the quarter you will be asked to respond orally to questions using zoom (or another 
video recording software of your choice) to record your answers. You will upload your responses 
on CCLE

You will need to use a computer with a microphone. If you don’t have one you can go to the 
drop-in computer lab at the College Library Instructional Computing Commons. 

Homework

Short grammar, vocabulary, and/or writing exercises will be assigned each week. Late 
homework will lose 10% each day.

Vocabulary

You should purchase a notebook which will be solely for Swahili vocabulary. As you are reading, 
take note of new words/phrases and their meanings. You should bring this to class with you. 
Mark the words that you will need to remember in order to discuss the reading; this will make it 
easier for you to refresh your memory as needed.  

(You may also find it useful to mark in your dictionary and/or notebook each time you look up a 
given word. If you have to look up the same word three or more times, that’s a good sign that 
you need to study it.)

Exams
There will be a midterm in Week 5 and a final exam during the scheduled exam period. Exams 
will test your ability to use what you have learned in semi-authentic (e.g. real-life) situations. 
Exams must be taken during the scheduled times except in the case of conflicts with religious 
holidays. Students must let me know during the first week of classes if such conflicts exist.

Swahili Table

You are required to participate at one Swahili table each week. Swahili table meets at Northern 
Lights Coffee House at the North Campus Student Center and may include students from other 
levels of Swahili and/or East Africans. You should NOT use Swahili table as a time to do 
homework.

Days and times will be scheduled in class early in the quarter.  

You will earn 1 point each time you attend meza, if someone 
turns in a list of those present. Signing your name to the meza 
attendance sheet is your PROMISE to me that you have attended 
meza for a full hour and have spoken Swahili as much as 
possible while there.  I consider this a matter of academic 
integrity.  In general I will take your word on this.  However, if I am 

at meza and I notice that you arrive late, leave early, and/or do not speak Swahili, I will give you 
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an appropriate fraction of a point.  Participating at more than one Swahili table in one week will 
earn you extra credit. 

Course Policies

Attendance
You are expected to attend every class.  Missing class means you will earn a 0 out of 5 possible 
Oral Performance points for that day.  I do appreciate it when students let me know that they will 
miss class.

Tardiness
You are expected to arrive on time everyday.  You will lose 1 or more points out of your 5 Oral 
Performance points if you arrive late.  I do appreciate it when students apologize for being late 
and/or offer an explanation.  

Participation
You are expected to come to class prepared, to demonstrate that you have done the assigned 
reading or homework, and to participate actively in conversation with your partner, with me, and 
with the rest of the class.  You will have ample opportunities to volunteer to speak; please don’t 
wait for me to call on you.  

Academic integrity
Academic honesty requires that the course work you present to me honestly and accurately 
indicates your own academic efforts. You may use a dictionary when doing homework and 
writing essays, but words you look up should become part of your vocabulary list to study.
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