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General Psychology, Psychology W1  

Spring 2023 
Three (3) semester credits  

Course Description 

This course will survey the scientific study of mental life and the mental functions 
that underlie human experience, thought, and action. The emphasis is on cognitive 
processes and social interactions characteristic of adults. However, research on 
nonhuman animals, as well as biological, developmental, and pathological processes, 
will be introduced as relevant. This course, or its equivalent, is a prerequisite for 
admission to most upper-division courses in the Department of Psychology. 
Psychology 1 (or its online equivalent, Psychology W1) is required for prospective 
majors in Psychology, and is intended for lower-division students (freshmen and 
sophomores). 

Prerequisites 

There are no prerequisites for this course, but a high school education and firm 
understanding of the English language will be critical for high levels of success. 

Instructor Information, Contact, Office Hours, & Communication 

Course Instructor 

Professor Chris Gade, PhD 

Graduate Student Instructor (GSI) 

Lindsey Burnside 

Note: The instructor will interact with the whole class through announcements and 
will oversee all MindTap activities.  He will also be available to resolve any issues 
that may arise with other aspects of the class. Your GSI is responsible for the written 
assignments.  Please contact them directly if you have questions about the written 
assignment prompts or grades awarded for those posts. 

Office Hours 

Christopher Gade:  
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• Tuesday/Thursday 12:00 – 1:00 via Zoom (email to schedule a time slot) 

TBA 

• TBD (see announcements) 

Course Announcements 

Make sure to check your email and the site regularly for messages from the 
instructor. You can access course email within bCourses by clicking on the Inbox 
link or choose to have your course mail forwarded to your personal email account 
or your phone. 

We will try our best to reply to your messages within 24 hours. Please refrain from 
last-minute emails, as we cannot guarantee an immediate response. Please only 
write emails of a professional nature and limit them to shorter questions that can be 
easily answered via email.  Broad questions should be reserved for office hours. 

Course Materials and Technical Requirements 

Required Materials 

The textbook, Introduction to Psychology (Cengage, 11th ed., 2016), by James W. 
Kalat, is required.  

There are several ways to access this book:  

• Option 1: The bookstore is selling a loose-leaf/online bundle. The bundle 
includes a Loose-leaf Version of the 11th edition, plus online access for the 
book and MindTap® Psychology for 1 term (6 months). The ISBN is: 
9781337127448. 

• Option 2: Purchasing the 11th edition of MindTap through the Cengage site.  
https://www.cengage.com/c/introduction-to-psychology-11e-
kalat/9781305581449/ 

IMPORTANT NOTE: Your bCourses account will need to be connected to 
MindTap by clicking on any one of the MindTap assignment links found on our 
class site. You will want to do this right away after purchasing the bundle.  This 
will need to be done first if you opt to purchase the eText version of the book 
through Cengage.  This process integrates the class site with MindTap and 
verifies your account, so it should be done with each assignment. 

Technical Requirements 
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This course is built on a Learning Management system (LMS) called Canvas and you 
will need to meet these computer specifications to participate within this online 
platform. 

Optional 

Canvas allows you to record audio or video files of yourself and upload them in the 
course. Although doing so is not required for any of the activities, using these 
features will enhance your engagement in the course. If you would like to use these 
features, you will need to have a webcam and a microphone installed on your 
computer. 

Technical Support 

If you are having technical difficulties please alert your GSI immediately. However, 
understand that neither the GSI, nor the professor can assist you with technical 
problems. You must call or email tech support and make sure you resolve any issues 
immediately. 

In your course, click on the "Help" button on the bottom left of the global navigation 
menu. Be sure to document (save emails and transaction numbers) for all 
interactions with tech support. Extensions and late submissions will not be 
accepted due to “technical difficulties.” 

VERY IMPORTANT 

You won't be able to access your course material until you read and make your 
pledge to Academic Integrity.  

Discussion Forums 

In order to foster a sense of community in this online course, we have established a 
“discussion board” on Canvas that will permit students to share their ideas about 
psychology with each other, and get some feedback from the group.  

For each module in the course, we have proposed a question for discussion.  By the 
deadline indicated in the syllabus, you should post a response to the question posed.  
It doesn’t have to be long: 100-120 VERY well-chosen words will do, and responses 
shouldn’t be longer than 250 words (the equivalent of one page, double-spaced, 12-
point type).  All we ask is that you respond to the question thoughtfully and relate 
your responses to the material that was covered.  Your comments should be based 
on a combination of what you’ve read in the text, what’s been presented in lectures, 
and your own reflections.  It is neither necessary nor desirable that you do any 
additional reading.  So long as your comments are on point, relate to what was 
covered in the class, and reasonably acceptable from the point of view of grammar 
and spelling, your responses will earn full credit.  If you are on task but have not 

http://guides.instructure.com/s/2204/m/4214/l/82542-what-are-the-basic-computer-specifications-for-canvas
http://guides.instructure.com/s/2204/m/4214/l/82542-what-are-the-basic-computer-specifications-for-canvas
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answered the question at an appropriate level for a multitude of reasons, you can 
earn “half credit” for the post.  If your post is unrelated to the topic or you neglect to 
post by the due date, you will receive a 0. 

There are twelve (12) such discussion questions, earning four (4) points each (2 
points will be earned for “half credit” posts).  Each is due by 11:59:00 PM (Pacific 
Time) on the date indicated in the syllabus.  That's one minute before midnight, just 
like Cinderella.  POSTS THAT ARE SUBMITTED EVEN 1 SECOND LATE AFTER THE 
DUE DATE WILL RECEIVE NO CREDIT.  These posts are meant to keep you up to 
date and reward those that are staying on top of things.  Since these activities can all 
be done whenever you choose, there is no emergency, internet crash, computer bug, 
fight with a roommate, accidental pushing of the wrong tab on the class site, or any 
other excuse that will earn you credit if you submit the post after it is due.  KEEP ON 
TOP OF THIS, STUDENTS TAKING THIS CLASS ALWAYS STRUGGLE WITH STAYING 
UP TO DATE EVEN MORE THAN THEY STRUGGLE TO COMPREHEND THE 
MATERIAL. 

Midterms and Final Examination 

There will be two midterm examinations taken online. There will also be a two part 
final exam, that serves as both a 3rd midterm and final exam. The two-part final 
exam (exam 3 and the cumulative final) is scheduled to be in person. More on this 
will be relayed as we near the end of the semester. 

Due to the size of the class, all examinations will be in multiple-choice format. The 
first two midterms will be administered online, via the Canvas website, on dates 
announced in the syllabus, and are noncumulative. THE ONLINE EXAMS CANNOT 
BE TAKEN WITH CLASSMATES! Anyone suspected of taking their exam with others 
will immediately be failed and their actions will be reported to the center for 
student misconduct. 

If you have a Letter of Accommodation at UC Berkeley, confirm with your GSI that it 
has been received and accommodations have been made. When you start a quiz or 
exam, check the timer in the upper right corner when you open it to confirm you 
have the correct time accommodation.” If quiz/test is untimed, note that a timer will 
still appear. 

There will be no make-up exams if you miss an exam, so please, be sure to take 
down when each exam is scheduled. 

MindTap Mastery Trainings 

The Cengage MindTap program assigned for this class is filled with a variety of 
activities to help illuminate the material being covered.  At the end of each chapter is 
a collection of questions and activities entitled Mastery Training.  Each chapter has 
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two or more sets of questions so each module, having a varied number of chapters 
assigned, will be worth a varied number of points. Remember that your overall 
score on these master checks will be weighted based on the information in the 
syllabus.  Though you are encouraged to participate in as many of the MindTap 
activities as possible, these Mastery Training assignments for each chapter are the 
things that are due at the end of each module.  Just like the discussion posts, these 
assignments are always due at 11:59 PM (Pacific Time) on their respective due 
dates.  Anything submitted even 1 minute late will receive no credit.  It is strongly 
encouraged that you do these things early when working through the modules.  That 
way there are no last second scares.  

Grading and Course Policies 

Your final course grade will be calculated as follows: 

Table 1: Final Grade Points 

Category Total 
Points 

Midterm Exams  35% 

Final Exam  35% 

12 Discussion Assignments  15% 

11 MindTap Mastery Trainings 15% 

You must pass the final exam to pass the course.  

It is important to note that not all components are graded online and included in the 
online course grade book. Because of this, the online course grade book will not 
display your overall course grade at any given time or your final grade. It should 
simply be used to assess your performance on the components that are included 
within it: the discussions, written assignments and midterm exam. Your final letter 
grade will be mailed to you by the registrar's office.  

While you will earn points for your assignments your course grade will be weighted 
according to the scheme below. Be sure to take the weighting into account if you are 
trying to figure out a rough estimate of your grade at any point in the course. 

Letter grades will be assigned (based on the total score you earn under each 
category and how that category is weighted) according to the following scheme.  

• 97-100%+ will earn an A+ 
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• 93-96.99% will earn an A 

• 90-92.99% will earn an A-  

• 87-89.99% will earn a B+ 

• 83- 86.99% will earn a B 

• 80-82.99% will earn a B-  

• 75-79.99% will earn a C+ 

• 67-74.99% will earn a C 

• 60-66.99% will earn a C- 

• Those who accumulate more than 30% of the total possible will receive a 
D 

If you are intending to major in psychology, note that Psych 1/W1, as a prerequisite 
for the major, must be taken for a letter grade. 

Course Policies 

Intellectual Property Notice 

In this class, you may share any notes you take with other members of this class. 
You may also record the class, if you wish, as long as that recording is only for use by 
you and other members of this class. You may not post notes, recordings, class 
materials, etc., anywhere except on our class websites. Any commercial use of 
materials from this class is forbidden by University policy and California state law. 

Honor Code 

The student community at UC Berkeley has adopted the following Honor Code: "As a 
member of the UC Berkeley community, I act with honesty, integrity, and respect for 
others." The expectation is that you will adhere to this code. 

Collaboration and Independence 

Reviewing lecture and reading materials and studying for exams can be enjoyable 
and enriching things to do with fellow students. This is recommended. However, 
unless otherwise instructed, homework assignments and the online exam are to be 
completed independently and materials submitted as homework should be the 
result of one’s own independent work. 
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Collegiality 

During our discussions, challenges must be posed professionally and respectfully. 
Discriminatory, intimidating, and otherwise intolerant language will not be 
permitted and will be addressed immediately. 

Cheating 

A good lifetime strategy is always to act in such a way that no one would ever 
imagine that you would even consider cheating. Anyone caught cheating on a quiz or 
exam in this course will receive a failing grade in the course and will also be 
reported to the University Center for Student Conduct. The expectation is that you 
will be honest in the taking of exams. 

Plagiarism 

All written work submitted in this course, except for acknowledged quotations, is to be 
expressed in your own words. It should also be constructed upon a plan of your own 
devising. The Berkeley Campus Code of Student Conduct defines plagiarism as “the use 
of intellectual material produced by another person without acknowledging its source” 
and stipulates that plagiarism includes: 

1. Copying from the writings or works of others into one’s academic assignment 
without attribution, or submitting such work as if it were one’s own; 

2. Using the views, opinions, or insights of another without acknowledgment; or 
3. Paraphrasing the characteristic or original phraseology, metaphor, or other 

literary device of another without proper attribution. 

Unacknowledged use of the words or ideas of others from any medium (print, digital, or 
otherwise) is plagiarism. The submission of plagiarized work will, under University rules, 
render the offending student subject to an F grade for the work in question or for the 
whole course, and will also make him/her liable for referral to the Student Judicial 
Affairs Office for further disciplinary action. Educate yourself about the campus code of 
conduct in relation to plagiarism. Ignorance is not an excuse. If you feel overwhelmed 
about an assignment, speak to the professor or your GSI. DO NOT PLAGIARIZE! 

Academic Integrity and Ethics 

Cheating on exams and plagiarism are two common examples of dishonest, 
unethical behavior. Honesty and integrity are of great importance in all facets of life. 
They help to build a sense of self-confidence, and are key to building trust within 
relationships, whether personal or professional. There is no tolerance for 
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dishonesty in the academic world, for it undermines what we are dedicated to doing 
- furthering knowledge for the benefit of humanity. 

Incomplete Course Grade 

Students who have substantially completed the course but for serious extenuating 
circumstances, are unable to complete the final exam, may request an Incomplete 
grade. This request must be submitted in writing or by email to the GSI and course 
instructor. You must provide verifiable documentation for the seriousness of the 
extenuating circumstances. According to the policy of the college, Incomplete grades 
must be made up within the first three weeks of the next semester. 

Students with Disabilities 

If you are requiring course accommodations due to a physical, emotional, or 
learning disability contact the UC Berkeley’s Disabled Students' Program (DSP). 

Notify the instructor and GSI through course email and inform them which 
accommodations you would like to use. 

UC Berkeley is committed to providing robust educational experiences for all 
learners. With this goal in mind, we have activated the ALLY tool for this course. You 
will now be able to download content in a format that best fits your learning 
preference. PDF, HTML, EPUB and MP3 are now available for most content items. 
For more information visit the alternative formats link or watch the video entitled, 
"Ally First Steps Guide.” 

End of Course Evaluation  

Before your course end date, please take a few minutes to participate in our Course 
Evaluation to share your opinions about this course. You will be receiving the 
Course Evaluation via email. The evaluation does not request any personal 
information, and your responses will remain strictly confidential. You may only take 
the evaluation once.  

Course Outline 

Table 2: Module 1 Introduction 

Date & Day Lecture Topic Kalat, 10/11 e. 



 

Page 9 

 

1-20 Fri 1 
Nature and Scope of Psychology; 
Introduction & Discussion #1; MindTap 
chapter 1 Mastery Training 

Chapter 1 

 

Table 3: Module 2 Biological Bases of Mind of Behavior 

Date & Day Lecture Topic Kalat, 10/11 e. 

1-23 Mon 2 Organization of the Nervous System Chapter 3 

1-24 Tue 3 Hindbrain, Midbrain, Diencephalon Chapter 3 

1-26 Thu 4 Cerebral Cortex Chapter 3 

1-27 Fri 5 
Hemispheric specialization, Recovery of 
Function, and Plasticity; Discussion #2; 
MindTap chapter 3 Mastery Training  

Chapter 3 

 

Table 4: Module 3 Method and Statistics for Psychology 

Date & Day Lecture Topic Kalat, 10/11 e. 

 2-3 Fri 6 
Methods and Statistics for Psychology; 
Discussion #3; MindTap chapter 2 Mastery 
Training 

Chapter 2 

 

Table 5: Module 4 Learning 

Date & Day Lecture Topic Kalat, 10/11 e. 

2-6 Mon 7 Reflex, Taxis, and Instinct Chapter 6 

2-7 Tue 8 Classical and Instrumental Conditioning Chapter 6 

2-9 Thu 9 What is Learned? Chapter 6 

2-10 Fri 10 
A Cognitive View of Learning; Discussion 
#4; MindTap chapter 6 Mastery Training 

Chapter 6 
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Table 6: Module 5 Sensation and Perception 

Date & Day Lecture Topic Kalat, 10/11 e. 

2-13 Mon 11 The Sensory Modalities Chapter 4 

2-14 Tue 12 Sensory Experience Chapter 4 

2-15 Wed 13 Sensory Thresholds and Signal Detection Chapter 4 

2-15 Wed 14 The Ecological View of Perception Chapter 4 

2-16 Thu 15 
Perceptual Organization and Pattern 
Recognition 

Chapter 4 

2-17 Fri 16 
The Constructivist View of Perception; 
Discussion #5; MindTap chapter 4 Mastery 
Training 

Chapter 4 

 

Table 7: First Midterm Examination 

Date & Day Midterm Examination 1 

2-24 Fri Administered Online Covers Modules 1-5, and Kalat, Chapters 1-4, 6 

 

Table 8: Module 6 Memory 

Date & Day Lecture Topic Kalat, 10/11 e. 

2-27 Mon 17 
Short-Term Memory, Working Memory, 
and Attention 

Chapter 7 

2-28 Tue 18 Memory: Encoding Processes Chapter 7 

3-2 Thu 19 Memory: Storage and Retrieval Chapter 7 

3-3 Fri 20 
The Reconstruction of the Past; Discussion 
#6; MindTap chapter 7 Mastery Training 

Chapter 7 

 

Table 9: Module 7 Thought and Language 
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Date & Day Lecture Topic Kalat, 10/11 e. 

3-6 Mon 21 Concepts and Categories Chapter 8 

3-7 Tue 22 Algorithms and Heuristics Chapter 8 

3-8 Wed 23 Are We Rational Chapter 9 

3-9 Thu 24 Intelligence Chapter 9 

3-10 Fri 25 
Language and Though; Discussion #7; 
MindTap chapters 8 & 9 Mastery Trainings 

Chapter 9 

 

Table 10: Module 8 The Trilogy of Mind 

Date & Day Lecture Topic Kalat, 10/11 e. 

3-13 Mon 26 Emotion Chapter 11 

3-17 Fri 27 
Motivation; Discussion #8; MindTap 
chapters 11 & 12 Mastery Trainings 

Chapter 12 

 

Table 11: Module 9 Personality and Social Interaction 

Date & Day Lecture Topic Kalat, 10/11 e. 

3-20 Mon 28 Analyzing Social Interaction Chapter 13 

3-21 Tue 29 The Doctrine of Traits Chapter 13 

3-22 Wed 30 
The Dialectic Between the Person and 
Behavior 

Chapter 13 

3-23 Thu 31 
The Dialectic Between the Environment 
and Behavior 

Chapter 14 

3-24 Fri 32 
The Dialectic Between the Person and the 
Environment; Discussion #9; MindTap 
chapters 13 & 14 Mastery Training 

Chapter 14 
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Table 12: Second Midterm Examination 

Date & Day Midterm Examination 2 

4-7 Fri 
Administered Online Covers Modules 6 - 9, and Kalat, Chapters 7-9 & 
12-14 

 

Table 13:  Module 10 Psychological development 

Date & Day Lecture Topic Kalat, 10/11 e. 

4-10 Mon 33 Nature and Nurture Chapter 5 

4-11 Tue 34 Within-Family Differences Chapter 5 

4-13 Thu 35 Gender Dimorphism Chapter 5 

4-14 Fri 36 
Continuity and Change in Psychological 
Development; Discussion #10; MindTap 
chapter 5 Mastery Trainings 

Chapter 5 

 

Table 14: Module 11 Psychopathology and Psychotherapy 

Date & Day Lecture Topic Kalat, 10/11 e. 

4-17 Mon 37 Unconscious Mental Life Chapter 10 

4-19 Wed 38 The Diagnosis of Mental Illness Chapter 15 

4-21 Fri 39 Experimental Psychopathology Chapter 15 

4-24 Mon 40 Diathesis and Stress Chapter 15 

4-26 Wed 41 Treatment of Mental Illness Chapter 15 

4-28 Fri 42 
The Social Context of Mental Illness; 
Discussion #11; MindTap chapters 10 & 15 
Mastery Trainings 

Chapter 15 

 

Table 15: Module 12 Conclusion 
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Date & Day Lecture Topic Kalat, 10/11 e. 

5-5 Fri 43 Conclusion; Discussion #12 No Reading 

 

Table 16: Final Examination 

Date & Day Final Exam 

5-11 Thu 

Administered In Person 

Exam 3 Covers Modules 10-12 and Kalat Chapters 5, 10,11, & 15 and 
will be administered 11:30 – 12:20 

The Final Exam Covers All Modules and All of Kalat and is 12:45 to 1:35 

 


