
 UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA 

 Introductory Punjabi 

 Course Syllabus 

 (PUN1V; 5 Units) 

 Master Classes: Tuesdays & Thursdays, 4:10-5:30 PM ZOOM 

 This is the first course in a three quarter sequence of the First Year of Punjabi. The 
 Punjabi Without Walls takes a new approach to language learning that focuses on core 
 cultural themes in ZOOM classes, interactive online activities and a companion mobile 
 app. The course emphasizes developing basic level communication skills using common 
 vocabulary in daily life. The main goal of the first course is to develop basic proficiency 
 in Punjabi. Students will learn the Gurmukhi script and Punjabi phonology in 
 interactive classes, videos, and activities. Students are expected to learn to use basic 
 Punjabi vocabulary and grammatical constructions for communication in real-life 
 situations. It is also intended for students to gain greater ease in listening, reading, 
 writing, and talking in Punjabi in ZOOM classes led by the instructor, student sessions, 
 and online resources. Punjabi culture is also an essential part of the course.  No prior 
 knowledge of Punjabi is required  . 

 Course Goals 
 Punjabi  PUN1V  is  the  first  course  in  a  year-long  course  sequence  that  introduces 
 students  to  Punjabi  as  it  is  spoken  in  India,  Pakistan  and  wherever  Punjabi  speakers 
 have  settled  around  the  world.  Punjabi  will  be  spoken  in  class  most  of  the  time,  and  the 
 course  materials  will  be  written  primarily  in  the  Gurmukhi  script.  By  the  end  of  the  first 
 course,  students will be expected to achieve these core learning objectives: 

 1. Read and write the Gurmukhi script and pronounce Punjabi phonology. 2. 
 Learn basic grammar in Punjabi, including personal pronouns, introductions, 
 question words, simple verb conjugations, and other basic speech acts. 3. 
 Remember and use the most frequently used vocabulary in Punjabi related to 
 four core themes. 
 4. Read, write, speak and understand simple sentences and carry out basic 

 conversations in Punjabi. 
 5. Learn about various themes related to Punjabi culture, including greetings, the 

 family, the home, and emotional and physical health. 
 6. The course is eligible to fulfill these GE Requirements at the UC Campuses: 

 Foreign Language (Berkeley, UCLA, Merced, UCSD, Riverside); World Cultures 
 that is part of Core Literacies (Davis), and Category VI (Irvine). 

 Class Organization 



 Days of 
 Week 

 Modality  Learning Activities 

 Mondays & 
 Wednesdays 

 Online 
 via 
 Captivat 
 e, 
 Canvas & 

 Mobile App 

 Students will complete interactive multi-media 
 lessons  about the Punjabi language and culture. 
 Students will  be expected to complete all online 
 activities prior to  the ZOOM classes. 

 Tuesdays & 
 Thursdays 

 Master 
 ZOOM 
 Classes 

 Lecture and interactive discussions with 
 Instructor  about the concepts covered in each of 
 the four  modules: greetings, family, the home, 
 and health. 

 Fridays  Student 
 Small 
 Group 
 ZOOM 
 Classes 

 Discussions and practice in improving verbal 
 and  comprehension skills in Punjabi. 
 Review for quizzes and exams. 

 Weekly Time Commitment 
 Students will dedicate the standard time commitment of 15 hours per week for a 5-unit 
 UC language course. In other words, a 5-unit class includes five hours of class time and 
 10 hours of homework per week. On a weekly basis, 2 hours will be devoted to master 
 ZOOM classes taught by the instructor; 1 hour will be spent in small group ZOOM 
 discussions; and 12 hours will be dedicated to online activities outside of the classroom. 

 Course Materials 
 There is no required textbook for this course. We have created innovative materials for 
 you from a broad array of multi-media resources, including online learning activities, 
 videos, worksheets and readings. Punjabi/English dictionaries will also be available on 
 Canvas in digital form. All course reading and assignments will be available on Canvas. 

 Office Hours and Communication 
 The instructor will hold weekly office hours, and will respond to student e-mails within 
 24 hours during the week. 

 Grading 
 Attendance and Participation 20% 
 Reading Exercises 5% 
 Listening Video Quizzes 5% 



 Speaking Videos 10% 
 Short Writing Tasks 10% 
 Quizzes (4 quizzes) 20% 
 Final exam 30% 
 NOTE: You will be assessed on all four language skills (listening, speaking, reading, and 
 writing) in a variety of ways, including quizzes at the end of each of the four Modules. 
 The final examination will be cumulative. 

 Requirements 

 The course requires participation and interaction in the language. Attend is mandatory. 
 You are allowed three unexcused absences per quarter. The class activities will focus on 
 communicating in Punjabi, therefore class attendance and participation are very 
 important. Attendance means being present on time for class and taking an active part 
 in all class activities. Unless you are in class to hear and practice spoken Punjabi geared 
 to your level of proficiency, you will not acquire the ability to understand and interact in 
 the language. All online activities must be completed prior to the master ZOOM classes. 

 Class meetings 

 Zoom video conferences will be recorded in order to provide equal access to students 
 enrolled in the course. Please make sure you join the meeting in conditions (location, 
 appearance, etc.) that are appropriate for class participation. Assignments will 
 sometimes require you to create audio or video recordings on Zoom. 

 Course Accessibility Across the UC System 
 The course is designed to be accessible to all students. If you have technical difficulties 
 participating in online classes, please contact me immediately. Please feel free to visit 
 my  officer hours  and let me know if there are any  extenuating circumstances that might 
 prevent you from fully succeeding in this class, especially those related to technology 
 access while learning online. I will do my best to work with all students to find resources 
 to support your success in this class. 

 Inclusivity 

 This is an inclusive classroom. Everybody has a name and a pronoun. I am committed to 
 referring to you with the correct pronoun. Please feel free to correct me in this regard. 

 University of California Academic Integrity Policy 

 All students are expected to read and abide by the University of California policies on 
 Academic Integrity with regard to classwork, activities, and assignments related to their 
 language classes. Academic integrity is at the heart of language acquisition: only you  are 
 responsible for your own learning and can demonstrate what you can do. Plagiarism 



 refers to the unattributed, direct copying of text and/or ideas from a source other than 
 yourself. In language courses, this includes translations of source material into the 
 target language. Plagiarism is strictly forbidden as a part of University of California 
 Academic Integrity policy. The use of translation services and apps during language 
 exams, including but not limited to online translators such as Google Translate, is 
 considered to be unpermitted aid and a hindrance to student learning. 
 Getting Help 

 There are resources to help resolve any technical issues you experience in the course, 
 contact  crossenroll@universityofcalifornia.edu  or  (844) 826-6546. To protect your 
 well-being and create a strong sense of community in this course, it is very important 
 that we stay connected. Please speak with me if you are having any difficulties, whether 
 with the course material or with other circumstances. Please also reach out to the 
 Academic Support offices and Student Health offices on every UC campus. We are a 
 community and we need to support one another. 

 Course Schedule (Subject to Change) 
 Module  Week  Lesson Topics 

 1: 
 INTRODUCTION 
 & GREETINGS 

 1  Introduction to the Gurmukhi Alphabet 
 &  Greetings 

 2  Gurmukhi Alphabet & Punjabi Phonetics 

 3  Making Punjabi Words 

 4  Reading Skills 
 Review & Quiz 

 2: FAMILY  5  The Verb “To Be,” Basic Sentence 
 Structure  & Asking Questions 

 6  Noun & Adjective Agreement 
 Review & Quiz 

 3: HOME  7  Verb Conjugations, Postpositions 
 &  Obliques 

 8  Review & Quiz 

 4: HEALTH  9  Negation & Talking about Health 
 &  Emotions 



 10  Review & Quiz 
 Prepare for the Final Exam 

 **  Please note that the  syllabus is subject to change  .** 


