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Course Overview 

In this seminar-style class, students will gain a deep understanding of the wide range of historical 
experiences, changing social roles, and the unique cultures, identities, and worldviews of the 
diverse community of U.S. military veterans, as well as to the meanings that have been attributed 
by others to veterans and their service. Students will compare the experiences of veterans from a 
wide range of backgrounds, identifying the historical, political, economic and sociocultural 
factors, including race, class, gender, sexuality and national origin, that have  differently (and 
inequitably) structured their experiences of military service from the early republic to the present 
day. They will analyze the different ways that diverse groups of veterans have made sense of 
their military service and how it has shaped their varied interactions with one another, their 
families, communities, and the nation, over time. They will also trace shifting perceptions of 
diverse veterans and their roles in civilian society during different moments in U.S. history.  
Finally, students will conduct guided individual research on a veteran-related topic of their 
choice, and write an 8-10 page paper that analyzes their topic in light of key concepts, themes 
and debates in the field of veteran studies. 

*Students in this rigorous seminar will gain a deep awareness and appreciation of  
the varied experiences of an American community  

that is simultaneously underrepresented, underserved and hyper-visible.  
This knowledge will foster mutual understanding between veterans and civilians and 
promote the successful cross-cultural interaction that is essential in a diverse society.* 

 
*Note: because of its extensive reading load (between 70-100 pages weekly), additional research 
requirements, and discussion-intensive seminar format, this course does NOT hold a weekly 
discussion section.  Students are expected to spend the hour usually devoted to discussion section 
to completing the weekly reading and conducting research at the library for their final paper.   
 

Required Texts: 

 

1. Stephen R. Ortiz, Veterans’ Policies,  Veterans’ Politics: New Perspectives on Veterans 
in the Modern United States (Gainesville: University of Florida Press, 2012) (VP) 

2. Mark D. Van Ells, To Hear Only Thunder Again: America's World War II Veterans 
Come Home (New York: Lexington Books, 2001) 

3. Kathleen Belew, Bring the War Home: The White Power Movement and Paramilitary 
America (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 2018) 
 

*Other readings will be available online via the course website 
  
*All weekly readings should be done BEFORE the class date for which they are listed 
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Student Learning Objectives 
 
After completing this course, successful students will be able to:  
  

1. Demonstrate their knowledge of U.S. military veterans, a community that has been 
simultaneously hyper-visible and underrepresented/underserved in U.S. history and in 
contemporary society.   
 

2. Make use of the lenses of race, class, gender, sexuality and citizenship/national origins to 
analyze the diversity of veterans’ identities and experiences from the early republic to 
present day, developing a deep awareness and appreciation of the ways that ethnic/racial 
differences (as well as other intersectional aspects of their identities) have structured 
veterans’ different and unequal experiences and positionality within U.S. society across 
time.  
 

3. Demonstrate an understanding of the different and unequal ways that diverse veterans 
and their service have been represented in the media and public discourse, while also 
identifying gaps between ‘civilian’ representations of veterans’ identities and experiences 
and the ways that diverse veterans themselves have represented their service. 
 

4. Demonstrate their understanding that cooperation and mutual understanding between 
civilians and diverse veterans is necessary in today’s culturally diverse society. 
 

5. Participate actively in discussions, including discussions of controversial and value-laden 
topics, demonstrating their ability to agree and disagree respectfully with others, to 
support their opinions with evidence, and to ask and answer questions in ways that invite 
further reflection and analysis.   
 

6. Complete a quarter-long, structured research and writing project that includes 
formulating a topic and research question, gathering sources and preparing a correctly 
formatted bibliography, outlining and notetaking, drafting, revising and editing,  
culminating in the production of a 8-10 page long research-reflection paper on a veterans 
studies related topic of their choice.  
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How to Earn your ‘A’ in This Course: 
 
 

1. Reading Response Portfolio: 25% 
 

a. Throughout the quarter, you will complete a series of 1-2 page long Reading 
Responses designed to help you ‘process’ the course readings and prepare for 
seminar discussions and discussion of your assigned memoirs. You will see (RR) 
listed next to the seminar discussion topics when you are required to complete 
these in preparation for a class. Print and bring to class with you for each 
scheduled seminar.  

b. Beginning in Week Four, you will prepare in advance two open-ended discussion 
questions for each scheduled seminar; print these questions out and bring them to 
class with you.    

 
 

2. Class Participation in Seminar Discussions: 20% 
 

You are expected to attend class, to share your thoughts and ask questions in seminar, 
and to actively seek to develop your seminar discussion skills. You will track your 
participation via a Discussion Tracker. During the first few weeks we will treat seminars 
as a low-stakes space to practice specific seminar discussion skills; beginning in the later 
weeks of the class, I will also keep a record of each students’ contributions during 
designated seminars, and I will use those observations to assign your participation grade.  
 

3. Final Paper: 30% 
 
You will write a paper that analyzes a veteran-related topic of your choice in relation to 
scholarly concepts/debates within the field of Veterans Studies. This paper will be 8-10 
pages long, correctly formatted and will include a well-developed bibliography of no less 
than 8 secondary sources (scholarly peer-reviewed books and articles). This paper will be 
due at the beginning of the last class during Week Ten. 

 
4. Final Exam (held during Finals Week): 25% 

 
The final exam will include short and one-paragraph answer questions that will test your 
knowledge of the key concepts, themes and debates in the field of Veterans Studies. 
Questions will draw upon assigned course readings. A study guide will be provided in 
Week Nine.    
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Statement of Academic Honesty: 
 
Academic dishonesty is unacceptable and will not be tolerated at the University of California, 
Irvine. Cheating, forgery, dishonest conduct, plagiarism, and collusion in dishonest activities 
erode the University's educational, research, and social roles. They devalue the learning 
experience and its legitimacy not only for the perpetrators but for the entire community. If 
evidence of student academic dishonesty is discovered, I will take one of the following actions 
authorized by the UCI Academic Senate Policies on Academic Honesty: 

 
1. Require repetition of the questionable work or examination with a letter of explanation 
(noting the evidence of academic dishonesty) to the student's permanent academic file.  
 
2. Reduce the grade to an 'F' or zero, if appropriate, on the questionable work or 
examination with written notification to the student and a letter of explanation to the 
student's permanent academic file.  
 
3. Assign the student a failing grade in the course or otherwise lower the grade in the 
course with a letter of explanation to the student's permanent academic file. The failure 
will also recorded by the Registrar on the student's permanent academic record 
(transcript). 

 
Since I both maintain a ‘zero tolerance’ policy on this issue, I urge you not to take chances with 
your work. Go to www.senate.uci.edu/senateweb/default2.asp?active_page_id=754 to educate 
yourself further about UCI policies on academic dishonesty. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

http://www.senate.uci.edu/senateweb/default2.asp?active_page_id=754


6 

 

Week One: What (and Who) are Veterans? 

 

Class #1:  
 
Introductions: Sharing our relationships to the military 
-Syllabus Overview (consider final paper topics) 
-Overview of Discussion Tracker Handout 
 
-Seminar Skills Activity #1: “Thinking Out Loud” Freewrite/Discussion: Who serves in the 
military, and why? What kind of people are veterans?   
 
Mini-lecture: Veterans in US History and Society: An Overview 
 
 
Class #2: 
 
Readings due today: 

-Penny Coleman, “Expanding Notions of “Vet Friendly” to Include the Curriculum,” 
http://militaryexperience.org/2014/05/20/veterans-studies-expanding-notions-of-vet-friendly-to-
include-the-curriculum/ 
 
-Jim Craig, “Bounding Veterans Studies: A Review of the Field,” Roanoke, VA, November 12-
14, 2015: 
https://vtechworks.lib.vt.edu/bitstream/handle/10919/72924/Craig_Bounding_Veterans_Studies.
pdf?sequence=1 
 
-S. Merry, “There's a Divide Between Civilians and Soldiers, Partly Because of Hollywood,” The 
Washington Post, May 18, 2015.  
 

-Seminar Skills Activity #2: “Yeah, But…” (or: how to disagree respectfully and productively 
in a discussion) 

*Seminar Discussion (RR-1): Come prepared to discuss the following questions; as well as 
to read out loud and discuss what YOU think is significant about at least three points you 
have marked/highlighted in the readings.  

-According to Coleman and Craig, why should we include Veterans’ Studies in the university 
classroom? In what ways (similar and/or different) can former military and civilian students 
benefit from critically examining veterans’ experiences in US history and society?  

 What are the primary concerns of the emerging field of Veterans Studies? What topics have 
been prioritized by scholars so far—and which have been de-emphasized or ignored? Why do 

https://vtechworks.lib.vt.edu/bitstream/handle/10919/72924/Craig_Bounding_Veterans_Studies.pdf?sequence=1
https://vtechworks.lib.vt.edu/bitstream/handle/10919/72924/Craig_Bounding_Veterans_Studies.pdf?sequence=1
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you think that is? In your opinion, which topics need further attention? What new questions need 
to be asked?  

In what ways do military (current and former) servicemembers and civilians see themselves as 
‘different’ from one another? To what extent are these perceptions based in reality?  

How do today’s readings challenge or confirm your pre-existing assumptions, ideas and/or 
opinions about veterans and/or military service?      

 

Week Two: Veterans, Homecoming, and Activism after World War One 

 

Class #1: 

Readings due today:  

-Stephen R. Ortiz, “Rethinking the Bonus March: Federal Bonus Policy, Veteran Organizations 
and the Origins of a Protest Movement,” (VP 173-198) 

-Jennifer D. Keene, “The Long Journey Home: African American World War One Veterans and 
Veterans’ Policies,” (VP 146-172) 

-Seminar Skills Activity #3: “Yes, And…” (or: how to use agreement to advance discussion)  

*Seminar Discussion (RR-2): Come prepared to discuss the following questions; as well as 
to read out loud and discuss what YOU think is significant about at least three points you 
have marked/highlighted in the readings.  

How were Americans’ expectations of World War One and its reality different? How did 
veterans’ activism change the relationship between the federal government and former 
servicemembers? In what ways did Black and White veterans experience homecoming 
differently?  

Class #2: 

Readings due today:  

Rosemary A. Stevens, “The Invention, Stumbling and Reinvention of the Modern U.S. Veterans 
Health Care System, 1918-1924,” (VP 38-65)  

Novel Excerpt, Dalton Trumbo, Johnny Got His Gun (J.B. Lippincott: 1939) 

-Report in: initial ideas for final paper topics 

-Seminar Skills Activity #4: “I Don’t Understand…” (or: how admitting what you don’t know 
can move a discussion forward) 
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*Seminar Discussion: Come prepared to discuss the following questions; as well as to read 
out loud and discuss what YOU think is significant about at least three points you have 
marked/highlighted in the readings.  

How did the notion of “shell shock” change the way that Americans understood military 
service—and they way they perceived veterans? How did new understandings of the physical 
and psychological impact of war on combatants contribute to the changing relationship between 
veterans and the state?  What role did race and class play in these new societal understandings 
and dynamics? 

Week Three:  

Rethinking the Greatest Generation: World War Two’s Diverse Veterans and their 
Complex Homecomings   

Class #1 

Readings due today:  

Allen Berube, “Introduction: Why We Fight,” in Coming Out Under Fire: The History of Gay 
Men and Women in World War II (University of North Carolina Press, 1990), 1-15.  
 
Thomas Morgan, “Native Americans in World War Two,” in Winston Crutchfield, ed., 
Pathfinder: A conversation with Buck Hilton and Other Historical Documents about Native 
American Veterans (Critical Press-Wounded Warriors Edition, 2009), 39-52. 
 
Robert K. Sakai, “From Relocation Camp to Military Service,” in Japanese Eyes, American 
Heart: Personal Reflections of Hawaii’s World War Two Nisei Soldiers (University of Hawaii 
Press, 1998), 121-134 
   
-Seminar Skills Activity #5: Moving the Discussion with Open Ended Questions 

*Seminar Discussion (RR-3):  Come prepared to discuss the following questions; as well as 
to read out loud and discuss what YOU think is significant about at least three points you 
have marked/highlighted in the readings.    

How did the wartime experiences of racial minorities and LGBTQ Americans vary from those of 
white heterosexual male American veterans? How did members of structurally disadvantaged 
and excluded communities understand their wartime service, patriotism and Americanness?     

Class #2: 

Readings due today:  

Mark D. Van Ells, “‘I Think I Was a Little Futsed Up:’ Personal Readjustments,” Ch. 3., in To 
Hear Only Thunder Again: America's World War II Veterans Come Home (New York: 
Lexington Books, 2001) 

-Report in: Finalized Paper topics; Overview of final Research/Reflection Paper rubric 

https://www.amazon.com/Winston-Crutchfield/e/B00LYL19KE/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
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*Seminar Discussion: Come prepared to discuss the following questions; as well as to read 
out loud and discuss what YOU think is significant about at least three points you have 
marked/highlighted in the readings. *ALSO: to further advance the seminar discussion, 
prepare in advance two open ended questions tying the memoirs to the course readings. 

How do the different and unequal experiences of homecoming and reintegration into civilian 
society—processes that were marked by profound racial, class, gender and sexuality-based 
inequities—challenge popular conceptions of World War Two and the “Greatest Generation?”  

 

Week Four:  

The “Double V” Campaign: Mexican and African American WWII Veterans and the 
Postwar Civil Rights Movement  

 

Class #1:  
 

Readings due today:  

Richard Griswold del Castillo, “ The War and Changing Identities: Personal Transformations,” 
in Richard Griswold del Castillo, World War II and Mexican American Civil Rights (University 
of Texas Austin Press 2008), 49-73.  

-Andrea G. Hunter and Alethea Rollins, “We Made History: Collective Memory and the Legacy 
of Tuskegee Airmen,” Journal of Social Issues, June 2015, Vol. 71 (2), 264-278 

*Research workshop and session at Langson Library. You are required to attend the 
workshop, by library staff, then to sign in and out at the “ASK US” desk in Langson Library 
lobby at the end of class time.  

Class #2:  

Readings due today:  

Patrick S. Washburn (1986) The Pittsburgh Courier’s Double V Campaign in 1942, American 
Journalism,3:2, 73-86, 

Letter from James Thompson to the Pittsburgh Courier, “Half American?” 
http://chinetti.me/classes/hist380.Since_1945/reading_response/1/1942.thompson.doublev.pdf 

Richard Griswold del Castillo, “Civil Rights on the Home Front: Leaders and Organizations,” in 
Richard Griswold del Castillo, World War II and Mexican American Civil Rights (University of 
Texas Austin Press 2008), 74-94.  

http://chinetti.me/classes/hist380.Since_1945/reading_response/1/1942.thompson.doublev.pdf
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*Seminar Discussion (RR-4): Come prepared to discuss the following questions; as well as 
to read out loud and discuss what YOU think is significant about at least three points you 
have marked/highlighted in the readings. *ALSO: to further advance the seminar 
discussion, prepare in advance two open ended questions tying the memoirs to the course 
readings. 

How did Mexican Americans and African Americans understand their military service? How did 
serving in the military influence their identities and their aspirations for their lives after the war? 
After returning home, how did they draw upon their military service to advance their claims for 
full citizenship and to advocate for civil rights?    

 

Week Five: Veterans, the GI Bill, and the Expansion of the American Middle Class 

 

Class #1: 

Readings due today: 

Nancy Beck Young, “Do Something for the Soldier Boys: Congress, the GI Bill of Rights, and 
the Contours of Liberalism,” (VP 199-221) 

Mark D. Van Ells, “A Safe, Quiet and Peaceful Place: Housing Readjustments,” Ch. 7, in To 
Hear Only Thunder Again: America's World War II Veterans Come Home (New York: 
Lexington Books, 2001)  

*Seminar Discussion (RR-5):  Come prepared to discuss the following questions; as well as 
to read out loud and discuss what YOU think is significant about at least three points you 
have marked/highlighted in the readings. *ALSO: to further advance the seminar 
discussion, prepare in advance two open ended questions tying the memoirs to the course 
readings. 

How did the debates surrounding the GI Bill of Rights both reflect and influence changing ideas 
of veterans in US society? How did new federally funded benefits for veterans contribute to the 
postwar expansion of the middle class? Did all veterans benefit equally from the GI Bill?  

Class #2: 

Readings due today: 

Audra Jennings, “’An Emblem of Distinction:’ The Politics of Disability Entitlement, 1940-
1950,” (VP 94-118) 

-Check in on Discussion Trackers (first evaluated Seminar next week!) 

-In-Class Essay Writing Workshop 
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Week Six:  

Vietnam Veterans: A Troubled Homecoming 

 

Class #1: 

Readings due today:  

“The Return Home and Life After Vietnam,” in John A. Wood, Veteran Narratives and the 
Collective Memory of the Vietnam War (Athens: Ohio University Press, 2016) 
 
Mark Boulton, “A Price on Patriotism: The Politics and Unintended Consequences of the 1966 
G.I. Bill,” (VP 241-262)  

MOVIE: Spike Lee, Da Five Bloods 

 

Class #2: 

Readings due today:  

Daniel Lucks, “African American soldiers and the Vietnam War: No More Vietnams,” The 
Sixties, 10:2 (2017),196-220,  

“A Matter of Conscience,” and “The Impact of War on Family,” in Lea Ybarra, Vietnam 
Veteranos: Chicanos Recall the War (Austin: University of Texas Press, 2004), 95-120 and 160-
184 
 

***Seminar Discussion (RR-6) (Evaluated): Come prepared to discuss the following 
questions; as well as to read out loud and discuss what YOU think is significant about at 
least three points you have marked/highlighted in the readings. *ALSO: to further advance 
the seminar discussion, prepare in advance two open ended questions tying the memoirs to 
the course readings. 

How were diverse Vietnam veterans’ troubled wartime experience amplified (or ameliorated) by 
their homecoming experiences? In what ways did different groups of Vietnam veterans struggle 
to reintegrate into American society after their military service? How were their families and 
communities impacted by veterans’ returns? How were veterans’ differential relationship with 
the state impacted by their wartime and homecoming experiences? What role did those 
differences, and in particular racial and class-based inequities, play in shaping how diverse 
veterans felt about their service and the war in Vietnam?    

 

https://www.amazon.com/John-A.-Wood/e/B01KEM2X3U/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
https://www.amazon.com/Lea-Ybarra/e/B001HD215Q/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
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Week Seven:  

Bringing the War Home: Vietnam, White Power and the Paramilitary Movement  

  

Class #1: 

Readings due today: 

Kathleen Belew, “Introduction” and “The Vietnam Story,” in “Bring the War Home: The White 
Power Movement and Paramilitary America (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 2018) (1-
32) 
 

*Seminar Discussion (RR-7):  Come prepared to discuss the following questions; as well as 
to read out loud and discuss what YOU think is significant about at least three points you 
have marked/highlighted in the readings. *ALSO: to further advance the seminar 
discussion, prepare in advance two open ended questions tying the memoirs to the course 
readings. 

How did white, working-class male veterans experience the Vietnam war as a betrayal? How did 
their wartime service influence their personal, political and social identities—and in particular 
their understandings of whiteness, masculinity and the family? How did it change the way they 
understood their relationship to the state?    

Class #2: 

Readings due today:   

Kathleen Belew, “Race War and White Women,” in Bring the War Home: The White Power 
Movement and Paramilitary America (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 2018) (156-186) 
 
*Seminar Discussion:  Come prepared to discuss the following questions; as well as to read 
out loud and discuss what YOU think is significant about at least three points you have 
marked/highlighted in the readings. *ALSO: to further advance the seminar discussion, 
prepare in advance two open ended questions tying the memoirs to the course readings. 

How did white working class male veterans’ wartime experiences and their difficult 
reintregration into a rapidly transforming American society impact their understandings of race 
relations in the United States? How did the US defeat in Vietnam intersect with changing ideas 
about gender and sexuality back home to influence the emergence of the White Power 
movement?   
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Week Eight: 

“Thank You For Your Service:” 

Iraq, Afghanistan and the Changing Role of Veterans in Post 9/11 U.S. Society  

 

Class #1: 

Readings due today: 

CT Taft, JA Schumm, J Panuzio and SP Proctor, “An Examination of Family Adjustment 
Among Operation Desert Storm Veterans,” Journal of Consulting and Clinical Psychology 
Aug;76(4) (2008):648-56 
 
“Motherhood” and “Coming Home,” in When Janey Comes Marching Home: Portraits of 
Women Combat Veterans (University of North Carolina Press, 2010)  

“Kosovo, Afghanistan and Iraq,” in Steve Estes, Ask and Tell: Gay and Lesbian Veterans Speak 
Out  (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2007) 
 
Keith G Tidball, “Farming and Veterans - Why Agricultural Programs Resonate with Returning 
Combatants,” Journal of Veterans Studies, Vol. 3 No. 1 (2018) 
   

*Seminar Discussion (RR-8): Come prepared to discuss the following questions; as well as 
to read out loud and discuss what YOU think is significant about at least three points you 
have marked/highlighted in the readings. *ALSO: to further advance the seminar 
discussion, prepare in advance two open ended questions tying the memoirs to the course 
readings. 

In what ways were the veterans of Iraq and Afghanistan similar to and different from previous 
generations of US veterans? How were their wartime experiences similar or different? What 
challenges have diverse post-9/11 veterans faced in transitioning to civilian life—and how have 
these struggles converged with or diverged from those confronted by previous generations? How 
has American public discourse and popular culture represented (or made invisible) the different 
kinds of veterans who participated in post-9/11 conflicts? Are those representations more or less 
accurate than those held about previous generations of veterans?  How has the growing visibility 
of women and LGBTQ veterans changed the ways that Americans think about military service 
and servicemembers?  

Class #2: No class (Thursday-Thanksgiving) 
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Week Nine:  

Veterans, Citizenship and Patriotism in Trump’s America     

 

Class #1: 

Readings due today: 

Jeremy M. Teigen, “Conventional and Distinctive Policy Preferences of Early Twenty-First 
Century Veterans,” (VP 263-280)   

Christopher S. Parker, “Exploring the Effects of Combat Exposure on American Civic Life,” (VP 
281-300) 

Catherine Shoichet, “A Deported Veteran just became a US citizen. Wait ... What?” 
https://www.cnn.com/2018/04/13/politics/deported-veterans-explainer-hector-barajas/index.html 
 

Mari Uyehara, “No One Disrespects the Troops More than Donald Trump,” GQ, Nov. 13, 2018. 
https://www.gq.com/story/trump-and-the-troops 

In class: Watch Documentary, Exiled: America’s Deported Veterans (available at UCI MRC 
Library) 

***Seminar Discussion (RR-9) (Evaluated):  Come prepared to discuss the following 
questions; as well as to read out loud and discuss what YOU think is significant about at 
least three points you have marked/highlighted in the readings. *ALSO: to further advance 
the seminar discussion, prepare in advance two open ended questions tying the memoirs to 
the course readings. 

In what ways do diverse post-9/11 veterans’ varied political identities, values and behaviors 
confirm or defy popular understandings of who veterans are? What is the relationship between 
citizenship and military service? In what ways has military service become repoliticized during 
the Trump era—and how does this re-politicization resonate with previous political struggles 
centering on veterans?   

Class #2: 

-Workshop: Peer Review/Revision of Final Papers (bring hard copy of rough draft to class) 

 

 

 

 

https://www.cnn.com/2018/04/13/politics/deported-veterans-explainer-hector-barajas/index.html
https://www.gq.com/story/trump-and-the-troops
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Week Ten: What (and Who) are Veterans? Unifying Concepts, Themes and Questions 

 

Class #1: 

-Preparation for final Seminar Discussion. Students will use class time to review all course 
readings/research paper sources (bring online/hard copies of all texts) to prepare notes in 
response to the Seminar Discussion questions listed below. 

Class #2:  

*Reading Response Portfolios and Final papers due at the beginning of class 

***Final Seminar Discussion (Evaluated): Come prepared to draw upon the entire 
quarter’s readings to answer the questions below. Also: prepare to ask 3-4 open-ended 
questions that will encourage the seminar to reflect on the ‘big picture’ of what you’ve 
learned about veterans identities, experiences and worldviews during this course. 

What (and who) are veterans? How has what you’ve learned in this class challenged or 
confirmed what you previously understood about veterans’ diverse identities, experiences and 
worldviews? What can be done to address the inequities that have so profoundly structured 
different groups of veterans’ experience of military service and their transition back into civilian 
life?    

-Final review of Discussion Tracker/Self Assessment 

 

Finals Week: 

 

Your final exam will take place on: (Date/time: ___________________)  
 
in (Location: ______________________________) 
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