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University of California, Los Angeles 
Department of Spanish and Portuguese 

Course Syllabus  
Span 12B | Basque Language and Culture 2 

Winter 2022 
 
 

Instructor: Unai Nafarrate-Errasti 
Zoom Room: https://ucla.zoom.us/j/6757545531  
Office Hours:  
E-mail: unafarrate@g.ucla.edu  
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
Basque 1, 2 and 3 are designed as an introduction sequence to the Basque language and 
culture. While linguistic proficiency (lexicon, phonology, morphology and syntax) are 
practiced in daily basis, the language section weighs just as much as watching visual 
content related to Basque culture (video fragments and short films available through 
links on CCLE or Vimeo) and contribute to discussions on CCLE forums about cultural 
practices represented in them such as use of the language use in different sociolinguistic 
domains; cultural and artistic production in urban areas; language and identity dynamics 
in towns and villages; the past, present and future of a society with ancient roots and a 
contemporary character.  
 
These three courses have a robust visual component, under the premise that the student 
will engage with Basque culture, e.g. citizens and their daily practices, including the 
linguistic ones, through visual content. Videos embedded weekly on the CCLE modules 
will be accompanied by forums to discuss selected cultural constructs such as 
bilingualism or language & gender. Students will also be granted access to Kanopy 
https://ucla.kanopy.com/frontpage and a specific Vimeo account for Basque short films 
https://vimeo.com/user12274024  (through a password provided by the instructor), in 
order to become familiar with Basque visual narrative production. In order to hold that 
accountable in the course, the instructor will offer instruction on visual story telling 
techniques. Students will progress practicing the previous steps, i.e. creating a beat-sheet, 
a Show Bible and an outline, with the objective of writing a script geared around Basque 
culture, as parts of the final assessment.  
 
The approach for the acquisition of the language is proficiency-oriented, communicative 
and task-based, in order to help the student develop communicative competence in all 
four skill areas (listening, speaking, reading and writing) as well as cultural competence. 
Therefore, for Basque 1, 2 and 3, ability to see and listen is essential and it will be 
possible via Zoom https://ucla.zoom.us/profile, and are conducted completely in Basque 
and English as it aids comprehension.     
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COURSE OBJECTIVES 
 
The objectives of this level and the skills that students will be acquiring are as follows: 
 
Basque 2:  

• Standard variety and expanding the knowledge about dialect diversity and its 
usage in some oral discourse and artistic production. 

• To be able to understand and be part of an interaction in which daily familiar 
topics are being discussed; implementing the accusative grammar case, the 
full postpositions system, verbs in the indicative (plus most frequently used 
verb forms in the imperative and potential modes), verb inflection in the past 
tense, simple and compound sentence creation, subordinate sentence 
creation. 

o Being able to understand and create short narratives about daily 
familiar events, as well as specific argumentative construction (not 
believing a statement, showing disapproval etc.) 

• In this level, students watch a Basque short film per week, that has been 
produced in the last ten years. Students will identify literary and 
filmographic work that resonates with your academic interest, and 
anticipate potential resources from the Basque speaking production, that 
potentially informs your academic and creative work. 

• In order to convey linguistic and cultural knowledge in a more “fleshed out” 
story and document, students will turn in an original pilot-script based on 
characters, space, time and practices, related to the Basque culture in the 
current global environment.  This document will be mostly written in English, 
with the parts that the vocabulary and grammar practiced in Span 12B allows, 
in Basque, approximately 15-20% of the script.  
 

 
 
REQUIRED TEXTBOOK 
 

1. Arian Metodoa A1.2. Elkar Hizkuntzak  
2. AISA (Free online didactic tool created by HABE) 

 
 
TEXT MATERIAL COVERED and WEEKLY SCHEDULE 
 
Basque 2  Arian A1.2 Chapters 7 through 12 Student’s Book 
Basque 2  Arian A1.2 Chapters 7 through 12 Work Book 
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Week 1 
Script: A-B-C Stories within the script 
Language: Postpositions for displacement “from and to”; verbal aspects (perfect & 
imperfect). 
 
Week 2 
Script: The antagonist character  
Language: The resent progressive tense and the future tense.  
 
Week 3 
Script: Dialogue  
Language: Marked and unmarked word order review; verbal tenses review.  
 
Week 4 
Script: Pitching 
Language: Body and health vocabulary; time and appointments vocabulary; subordinate 
clauses of time “when I need advice, I go to the doctor”, simple conditional. 
 
Week 5 
Script: Workshop 
Language: Responding to the question “how” with adjectives and adverbs; postposition 
for animated destination “norengana”. 
 
Week 6 
Script: Miss-steps to avoid when writing pilots  
Language: City and nature vocabulary; superlative and comparisons.  
 
Week 7 
Script: The role of “suspense” – Emotional investment with the character  
Language: Workforce vocabulary, different uses of the verb “knowing”. 
 
Week 8 
Script: Cliffhangers 
Language: Expressing objectives in time (deadlines) “norako”. 
 
Week 9 
Script: The Wildcard “Unexpected addition” 
Language: Relative clauses and Reporting clauses (-en and -ela). 
 
Week 10 
Script: Pitch of the episode  
Language: Leisure vocabulary; nominalization (creating nouns from verbs). 
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EVALUATION 
 
Preparation and practice  15% 
In-class Participation 15% 
Weekly responses 20% 
Project Final version 25% 
Project Oral presentation 25% 
 
 
Preparation and Practice 
Active engagement during and before class is essential to the successful completion of 
this course.  In order to use class time efficiently, the student is required to read the 
grammar assigned for each day (available in folders on the first module of CCLE), with 
the objective of using class time for practice, discussion and feedback.  
 
In-class Participation  
You are expected to demonstrate your willingness to participate in pair and group 
activities and that you have come to class prepared (having read the assigned pages and 
completed the assigned homework).  Your daily performance will be assessed through 
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writing exercises, reading comprehension and cultural activities, role plays, debates and 
other assignments determined by your instructor.   
 
Video Responses 
From the video links that will be posted on CCLE for each class, the learning process for 
story telling requires intuition and perception-based reflections, both to learn about the 
culture and relate the target culture to your own experience, with the objective to help 
you elaborate your final project.  
 
Project Final Version 
Individually, each student will turn in a final draft of a document consisting of a script of 
an original pilot. This script will follow (you will be instructed how to complete this task) 
a TV script format. There will be a calendar for different parts and draft to be turned in, 
and the final draft will be turned in during Finals Week.  
 
Course Grade  
The final course grade will be based on a percentage system of the points accumulated 
during the quarter, according to the following scale:  
 
100-98 = A+  
97-94 = A  
93-90 = A-  
89-87 = B+  

86-83 = B  
82-80 = B-  
79-77 = C+  
76-73 = C  

72-70 = C-  
69-67 = D+  
66-63 = D  
62-60 = D  

59-0 = F  
 
 
 

 
For P/NP grading (undergraduates), P = C (73) or better.  
For S/U grading (graduate students), S = B (83) or better 
 
Accommodations 
Any student with a documented visible or non-visible disability should see the Office of 
Students with Disabilities as soon as possible to arrange for the appropriate 
accommodations. For more information, please visit: http://www.osd.ucla.edu/Index.htm  
 
Please note that your instructor will not discuss or offer any accommodations that have 
not been documented and recommended officially by the University.
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