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UCLA 
TURKIC 101A- Elementary Turkish  
MW 10:00-11:50 am, F 10:00-10:50 am  

@ZOOM 
Instructor: Dr. Beyza Lorenz                             Office Hours: MW 9:00-9:50 am@ZOOM  
E-mail: blorenz@ucla.edu 
 
Merhaba! Welcome to Turkish! This elementary-level Turkish course is designed for 
students who have no previous knowledge of the language and who wish to learn the 
fundamentals of the modern Turkish language using the four language skills (listening, 
speaking, reading, and writing). The main goal of this course is to help students 
communicate in the Turkish language; therefore, the emphasis will be on speaking although 
grammar, pronunciation, vocabulary, reading and writing will be incorporated into the daily 
activities.  
 
Learning Outcomes  
By the end of ten weeks students will be able to:  
• introduce oneself, greet people in various situations, ask and answer questions  
• understand and communicate information considering different sociolinguistic skills  
• discuss daily life, family, and the immediate environment 
• initiate and participate in basic conversations and current events  
• understand texts on familiar topics   
• write essays about familiar issues  
• have a greater understanding of the cultural diversity and products and practices of the 
Turkish society  
• understand the cross-cultural influences on language  
 
Required Course Materials  
Öztopçu, Kurtuluş. Elementary Turkish. 3rd edition vol. 1 and 2. Santa Monica, 2015.  
ISBN: 9789757981404  
 
I recommend the print version but the textbook is also available as an e-book on Apple 
books:  
https://books.apple.com/us/book/elementary-turkish/id1005277018  
 

https://books.apple.com/us/book/elementary-turkish/id1005277018
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All other course materials will be posted on CCLE (non-UCLA students will have access to 
CCLE) 
 
Recommended grammar books for self-reference 
Thomas, Lewis V. and Norman Itzkowitz. Elementary Turkish. Dover Publications, 1986.  
Göksel, Aslı & Celila Kerslake. A Comprehensive Grammar. New York: Routledge, 2005.  
Ketrez, F. Nihan. A Student Grammar of Turkish. Cambridge UP, 2012  
 
Useful Links 
www.seslisozluk.com   (English-Turkish / Turkish-English dictionary with audio) 
http://www.cnnturk.com/  (News in Turkish) 
http://dizihdtv.net/ (TV serial web portal in Turkish and in English with Turkish subtitles) 
http://engelsiz.kanald.com.tr/ (TV serial portal in Turkish with Turkish subtitles) 
https://www.lapl.org/collections-resources/articles-and-information/mango-languages 
(Mango Languages free through LA public library)  
https://smpl.org/mango.aspx (Mango Languages free through Santa Monica Public Library)  
 
Fun Instagram accounts to follow to learn Turkish idioms and slang 
@turkishdictionary  @inturkeywedont 

Course Policies 
Online Etiquette: Be respectful of others during our ZOOM sessions both orally and in 
written chat. Be fully dressed, sitting in an upright position (not lying down on some 
horizontal surface), and be in an area that is quiet and well-lit. Only you should be on the 
camera to limit the amount of distractions. If you have other individuals sharing your space 
(a room, a hallway, outdoors), either find another place or inform those around you 
beforehand that you are in a classroom to prevent any distractions. Try to prevent 
background noise as much as possible. There are special microphones that limit background 
noise, but I leave it to you to find the appropriate medium to participate fully in our 
discussions. Not having abiding by appropriate online etiquette can lead to your removal 
from the ZOOM discussion.  
 
Daily Preparation: Students are expected to be fully prepared for class; this will be part of 
the final grade. You are required to read the grammar topics at home before coming to class and memorize 
the key vocabulary for each week. Students are encouraged to spend at least 4 hours per day on 
homework and required activities. Over the years my observation is that the most successful 
students are those who proactively seek Turkish language resources in addition to their 
homework (read the newspaper, watch TV series, use apps etc.). In order to maximize your 
exposure to Turkish, I highly recommend seeking an activity you enjoy related to Turkish 
and engage in it every day.  
 

http://www.seslisozluk.com/
http://www.cnnturk.com/
http://dizihdtv.net/
http://engelsiz.kanald.com.tr/
https://www.lapl.org/collections-resources/articles-and-information/mango-languages
https://smpl.org/mango.aspx
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Attendance: Attendance is absolutely necessary for this course. This course is highly 
communicative, which means there will be lots of engaging activities, teamwork, and 
speaking in Turkish. For that reason, the classes are not recorded. In order to learn Turkish, 
you’ll need to attend each meeting on ZOOM. You have 4 grace absences for both excused 
and unexcused absences and if you miss more than 4 classes then it will result in deduction 
of points from the final grade. If you are late three times, it will be counted as an absence.  

Homework: You are required to complete the daily homework. As a rule, late assignments 
will not be accepted, except for a reason approved by the instructor. It is students’ 
responsibility to come and see the instructor when they need help or want to share concerns. 

Quizzes: You’ll have 3 quizzes over the quarter. All quizzes will include grammar and 
vocabulary learned in the previous week. It will take place over UCLA’s course management 
system CCLE (non-UCLA students will have access to CCLE).  

Compositions: You will write compositions every weekend using the grammar and 
vocabulary in related thematic units. I will give you feedback in a feedback file. 
Compositions will be graded for completion. In other words, you’ll get full credit if you 
submit your composition on time.  

Midterm and Final: Midterm and Final exam format will be similar to that of the quizzes 
with a more extensive content and will include an oral part. Emphasis is on fluency and 
ability to sustain a conversation, asking and answering appropriate questions. 

Commercial: You’ll make an ad in Turkish advertising your favorite “holiday spot” for 
winter using biteable.com (a free video editing tool). More information on CCLE.  
 
Academic Honesty: Please be aware that it is considered an act of academic misconduct to 
use any kind of translation technology (i.e.: programs/websites that propose to translate 
entire phrases and sentences from one language to another) while doing your homework and 
projects. Do not use Google Translate, instead use a reliable dictionary while composing 
your sentences. It is OK to make mistakes; you are here to learn.  

Office Hours: Office hours will be on ZOOM. I respect your privacy, so you’ll have a 
chance to meet with me one on one over ZOOM. I encourage you to come to my office 
hours or make appointment at another time whenever you need guidance. I will be more 
than happy to be there to help you on course-related issues.  
 
Accommodations 
Students needing academic accommodations based on a disability should contact the Center 
for Accessible Education (CAE) at (310)825-1501 or in person at Murphy Hall A255. When 
possible, students should contact the CAE within the first two weeks of the term as 
reasonable notice is needed to coordinate accommodations. For more information visit 
www.cae.ucla.edu. You should let me know of your accommodation requests at the 
beginning of the quarter.  

http://www.cae.ucla.edu/
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Evaluation  
Attendance: 10 %   Quizzes: 15 %  
Participation: 15 %   Homework: 10 % 
Compositions: 20 %   1 Midterm (Written): 10%  1 Final (Written and Oral): 10 % 
Commercial: %10  
 

Weekly Schedule  
(Can be modified according to student needs and interests) 

 
Week  Grammar   Assignments  
0: Chapter 1 Greetings 

The Turkish Alphabet  
 

Due Sunday: Write a 
dialogue introducing 
yourself to a friend 

1: Chapter 2  Personal pronouns 
Vowel Harmony 
The present tense   
Demonstratives  
Commonly used words and 
phrases  
Conjunctions  

Due Sunday:  
Write a dialogue using 
phrases of greeting  
 
 

2: Chapter 3 Cardinal numbers  
Plurals  
Forming questions  
The Locative case (-DA) 
Suffixes (-lI, -sIz)  

Due Sunday: Write a 
paragraph introducing 
yourself (p. 26) and two of 
your friends (p. 56) 
Due Sunday: Quiz 1  
  

3: Chapter 4  Countries and nationalities  
Consonant Alterations  
The Genitive Case (-nIn)  
Possessive suffixes  
Colors  
  
 

Due Sunday: Write a 
dialogue on meeting 
someone new.   
 
Weekend: Complete 
Chapter 5 (Review chapter) 

4: Chapters 5-6  Or questions (mI … mI?)  
The Infinitive 
Present progressive tense (-
Iyor)  
 

Due Sunday: Write 
a paragraph talking about 
your weekend using -(I)yor.  
 
Due Sunday: Quiz 2  
 

5: Chapter 6 and Midterm 
review 

The Dative case (-(y)A)  
Suffix -CI 
Review of chapters 1-2-3-4 
 

Due Sunday Nov. 8: 
MIDTERM 
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6: Chapter 7  
 
Wednesday, Nov.11: No class 
(Veterans day holiday)  
 

The verb “to have” 
(var/yok)  
Kaç and tane 
The imperative  

Due Sunday: Write a 
paragraph on what you have 
in your room/house (use 
var and yok).  

7: Chapter 8  
 

Family members  
Negative questions  
The present progressive 
tense-the interrogative  
 

Due Sunday: Write a 
paragraph introducing your 
family (or a celebrity family) 
(p.164) 
Due Sunday: Quiz 3 
 

8: Chapter 8 
 
Friday, Nov. 27: No class 
(Thanksgiving holiday)  

-mAk iste- 
Suffix -lIK 
Adjectives 
Medial vowel loss  
 

No assignments. İyi tatiller!  
(acquaint yourselves with 
https://biteable.com ) 

9: Chapter 9  
 

Suffix -CA  
The ablative case (-Dan) 
The accusative case (–(y)I)  
  

Due Sunday: Write about 
your favorite holiday spot. 
 
Weekend: Complete chapter 
10 (Review chapter) 
Study for the Final 

10: Chapter 10 and Review  
 

Review of chapters 7-8-9-10 Wednesday: present your 
“favorite holiday spot” using 
https://biteable.com 
 
Friday: Oral exam  
 

Finals week   FINAL EXAM 
due Sunday December 13 
 
Bol şans  

 

https://biteable.com/
https://biteable.com/

