
MUS 5 Syllabus

Course Information
Music 5: A Sound in Time

Instructor:
Professor Shlomo Dubnov
Email: sdubnov@ucsd.edu
Office Hours: Weekly OH are held virtually via Zoom

Course Description

The course is about understanding the broader aspect of sound, both as physical phenomena,
as part of our environment, as a tool for human expression and as a way to understand and
analyze human culture. The learning philosophy of this class is a combination of hands-on,
theoretical and experiential knowledge acquisition.

One of the learning outcomes of this class is broadening the understanding of what constitutes
musical art as a form of human expression, while encouraging students to explore and develop
their own appreciation and creativity by experimenting with novel methods of music creation.

During the lectures and class discussion activities we will present a broad view of music as an
art form that organizes sounds to create an experience, while taking into account human
perception, cognition, communicating the musical  creative intent, and considering the role and
position of music  in different cultural settings and over different time periods.

The course puts an emphasis on contemporary experimental practices, which is at the core of
musical research tradition of the UCSD Music Department, through the use of science and
technology, electronics, recording, and creative uses of Artificial Intelligence in music.

As part of online activities, we will listen to music across different cultures, genres and periods,
watch films about music and musicians, read and discuss articles, learn some basic musical
software and engage in several creative projects. So, if you like music, come and join for lots of
fun!

Course Learning Outcomes

By the end of this course, you will be able to:

● Recognize and name basic aspects of musical sounds and relate them to
pleasant/unpleasant sensations in music perception.

● Appreciate the differences in music organization across cultures, use of noise in
experimental music, and creative applications of artificial intelligence.



● Use computer tools to record and edit sounds, and perform and create experimental
sound compositions on your laptop and online.

Main Topics

The topics are organized on a weekly basis.  Last week will be devoted to working and
presentation of student projects. The topics are:

1. Music and Noise as a Political / Economic System
2. Listening to Noise: Sounds of the Environment, Electronic Manipulation of Audio
3. Organized Randomness: Indeterminacy and ways of Organizing Sound using

Mathematical formulas.
4. Group Improvisation: Sound Painting and Great Learning

Course Format

This is a 10-week fully online course. This course is fully asynchronous, meaning there are
no required live sessions. However, there are weekly Office Hours available through Zoom
that we encourage you to join if you have questions or would like to deepen your understanding
of the material.

Each week, you will be expected to log into the Learning Management System (Canvas) and
participate in the weekly assignments:

● Read the required text (provided via Canvas, no textbook required)
● Watch pre-recorded lecture videos to enhance your learning
● Listen to the Reading room pieces, and
● Participate in asynchronous Canvas Discussion forums and other assignments
● Complete weekly knowledge checks to practice and demonstrate your knowledge.

Your participation and engagement with the learning activities is crucial to succeeding in this
course. If you are new to online learning, take a moment to get acquainted with the learning
management system and make sure you have all the necessary materials and resources to
succeed in this course.

Assignment Schedule

Week 1

Discussion: World Music, Art of Noise Sunday, 11:59 PM PT

Week 2

Discussion: Goodall Origins of Music Film Sunday, 11:59 PM PT



Studio: A Beautiful Sound Sunday, 11:59 PM PT

Week 3

Peer Review: A Beautiful Sound Wednesday, 11:59 PM PT

Discussion: Political Economy, Music of
Environment

Sunday, 11:59 PM PT

Week 4

Studio: Sound Walk and Sound Scape Sunday, 11:59 PM PT

Week 5

Peer Review: Sound Walk and Sound Scape Wednesday, 11:59 PM PT

Discussion: Team Up into Groups Sunday, 11:59 PM PT

Week 6

Discussion: Glitch and Remix Sunday, 11:59 PM PT

Week 7

Stage: Sound Painting Sunday, 11:59 PM PT

Week 8

Final Project Proposal Wednesday 11:59 PM PT

Week 9

Discussion: Future of Sound Sunday, 11:59 PM PT

Week 10

Final Project

● Group Musical Recording
● Group Writeup

Sunday, 11:59 PM PT

Grading

Grading Overview



Assignments, discussions, and knowledge checks are due Sundays at 11:59 PM Pacific
Standard Time. When required, Peer Reviews are due the following Wednesday at 11:59 PM.

Assignment Type Percentage

Discussions 20%

Weekly Knowledge Checks 20%

Studio Work (total for 2 assignments) 20%

Group Stage Work 15%

Final Project 25%

Grade to Letter Cutoffs

A+ 96.67 A 93.33 A- 90

B+ 86.67 B 83.33 B- 80

C+ 76.67 C 73.33 C- 70

D+ 66.67 D 63.33 D- 60

F 0

Late Assignment Policy

● We will deduct 10% from the total possible points for each day the assignment is turned
in late. For example, if the assignment is out of 5 points, we will deduct 0.5 points for
each day the assignment is late.

● We will only accept assignments that are no more than 2 days late. In other words, an
assignment that is turned in 48 hours after the deadline will receive a zero.

● Please reach out to your TAs ASAP if you need an exception due to personal reasons.
The Professor and TA will address each request on individual bases, depending on the
extenuating circumstances.

Classroom Guidelines



Online Communication Standards

Here are 10 rules for communication that will help you successfully engage with your
classmates as you learn online.

1. Make sure identification is clear in all communications. Begin with a salutation (“Hi,
Jason!”) and end with your signature (“-Hannah Kay”).

2. Review what you wrote and try to interpret it objectively. When we speak face to face
and are misunderstood, we have an on-the-spot opportunity to rephrase our words. In
writing, we must strive twice as hard to be understood, as we do not have the benefit of
modifying or elaborating in real-time. All caps (“I’M SHOUTING”) and exclamation points
(“Give me a break!!!”) can be misinterpreted as intense anger or humor without the
appropriate context.

3. If you wouldn’t say it face to face, don’t say it online. When you’re working online, you’re
safe behind a screen, but that’s no excuse to be ill-mannered or say things you would
never say in public.

4. Don’t assume everyone understands where you’re coming from. Sarcasm and wit are
often the spice of in-person conversation, but in an online discussion, it can not only lose
its edge, it can bite! In your high school classroom, all students were the same age,
came from similar backgrounds, and lived in the same area. In contrast, your online
classroom is made up of people of all ages and cultures who have varied backgrounds,
lifestyles, and geographic locations. With this in mind, review what you wrote before
contributing to the conversation and ask yourself, “Will everyone get the joke?”

5. Don’t spam. Please don’t take advantage of your connection with the other students in
your online classroom to forward emails and links regarding your political/spiritual beliefs
or to sell your services.

6. Use emoticons. In casual chatroom settings, emoticons can help convey feelings that
may otherwise get lost in translation, including humor, exasperation, exhaustion and
even confusion.

7. Respect others’ privacy. Don’t give out another student’s personal email address without
permission.

8. Remember, if it’s on the internet, it’s everywhere. Don’t share personal information about
yourself in a public online forum, especially something that could put your safety or
security at risk.

9. Follow the rules. Just as your online classroom posts guidelines related to academic
integrity and student expectations, online forums also have rules of conduct. Make a
point to read them every time, as they can vary from class to class.

10. Forgive and forget. If you’re offended by something another student says online, keep in
mind that you may have misunderstood their intentions. Give them the benefit of the
doubt.

Academic Integrity



Most students understand, in a general way, that their academic achievements are
premised on academic integrity: honesty, fairness, trust, respect, accountability, and
responsibility. The academic community thrives when all members adhere to these
habits of integrity.

Academic misconduct is, fortunately, the exception rather than the norm. However, it
does occur. The University of California is a community of scholars committed to
maintaining an environment that encourages personal and intellectual growth. It is a
community with high standards and high expectations for those who choose to become
a part of it, including establishing rules of conduct intended to foster behaviors that are
consistent with a civil and educational setting. Members of the University community are
expected to comply with all laws, University policies, and campus regulations,
conducting themselves in ways that support a scholarly environment.

For more information, please visit the UCSD Policy on Integrity of Scholarship

Resources + Support

Technical Assistance

For technical assistance with your course, please click the help icon on the far left-hand
navigation bar. For UC Online students: if you have questions about the add/drop
process, transcripts, etc., go to the UC Online FAQ or call 844-826-6546.

Academic Accommodations

https://senate.ucsd.edu/Operating-Procedures/Senate-Manual/appendices/2
http://www.uconline.edu/about-uco/faq/


Students requesting accommodations for this course due to a disability must provide a current
Authorization for Accommodation (AFA) letter issued by the UC San Diego Office for Students
with Disabilities (OSD) which is located in University Center 202 behind Center Hall.  Students
are required to present their AFA letters to Faculty (please make arrangements to contact me
privately) and to the OSD Liaison in the department in advance so that accommodations may be
arranged. Contact the OSD for further information: https://disabilities.ucsd.edu/.

osd@ucsd.edu | 858. 534.4382

Accessibility

If there are any elements of this course that pose accessibility issues for you, please let me
know.

Basic Needs

Any student who faces challenges securing their food or housing is urged to contact Basic
Needs Student Services for support (basicneeds.ucsd.edu).

Mental Health & Wellness

To make an appointment with Counseling and Psychological Services, call 858-534-3755. An
after-hours clinician is available 24/7 at 858-534-3755.  Visit wellness.ucsd.edu/CAPS for other
resources.  CAPS services are free for registered students.

https://disabilities.ucsd.edu/

