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Iranian 103B – Advanced Persian: Introduction to Classical Persian Prose 

“Mystical Cardiology: Al-Ghazāli and the science of the heart” 
 

Course Description and Requirements 
 

Winter Quarter 2019 
 
Class Begins: Tuesday, January 8, 2019 
Tuesday/Thursday 3:30 – 4:45 
 
Prof. Domenico Ingenito 
dingenito@ucla.edu       
 
Office hours: 
Humanities 370 - Tuesday/Thursday, 4:45-5:45 
 
This course follows upon 102A-C, Intermediate Persian and, by focusing on the grammatical, 
stylistic, rhetorical, and socio-anthropological specificities of what is considered as one of the 
largest literary heritages of the world, it is intended to acquaint students with the main genres of 
Persian classical prose from the aftermath of the Arab conquest until the 14th century CE. The 
course will also serve as a propaedeutic introduction to the morphological, syntactic, and semantic 
specificities of the literary language for the purpose of discerning the main differences between 
classical and modern Persian, and also to historically contextualize the grammatical meaning of a 
given text. The selected texts will be prepared outside of class by the students and subsequently 
analyzed in class in order to discuss their literary substratum and to contextualize them within their 
historical framework. 
 
This year’s monographic focus is the close reading of select passages from al-Ghazāli’s Persian 
masterwork Kimiyā-ye Sa‘ādat (The Alchemy of Happiness) within the framework of the 
relationship between Islamic theology and the Iranian contribution to the development of Sufi 
metaphysical thought between the 11th and the 12th centuries. Although various English 
translations are available, students will be required to work (both singularly and in groups) mainly 
on the original text in order to produce annotated translations under the supervision of the 
instructor.  
 
Both the primary and the secondary literature readings will cover the following aspects of al-
Ghazāli’s Kimiyā: 
 
1. The nature of spiritual alchemy and the influence of Avicennian philosophy on al-Ghazāli. 
 
2. Mundane vs. spiritual representations of worldly pleasures and metaphysical felicity. 
 
3. The nature of the human heart and its connection with the “preserved tablet” or the “archetype of 
the Book”. 
 
4. The permissibility of music and poetry from the perspective of al-Ghazāli’s interpretation of 
Islamic law.  
 
5. The nature of erotic poetry and its legal status as a metaphysical tool for the exploration of the 
unseen. 
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Disclaimer on sensitive contents 
 
Some of the original texts that will be read and translated in class contain words and textual 
representations whose graphic nature might offend the sensibility of some students. Should the 
ensuing discussion (for example, on matters regarding sexuality, religion, ethnicity, or the concept 
of “obscenity”) elicit adverse feelings, it is the students’ individual responsibility to decide whether 
or not to leave the room, without compromising the intellectual level of the conversation. Vulgar, 
denigrating, sexist, or racist comments shall not be tolerated and the instructor is prone to report to 
the academic authorities any verbal or written abuse directed at any individual or social groups. 
 
 
 
Required Readings and Textbooks 
 
All original passages and secondary texts will be provided by the instructor on the course website 
(CCLE).  
 
 
Dictionaries and Encyclopedias 
Hayyim, Sulayman. New Persian-English Dictionary http://dsal.uchicago.edu/dictionaries/hayyim/ 
 
Steingass Persian-English Dictionary: 
http://dsal.uchicago.edu/dictionaries/steingass/ 
 
Persian to Persian Encyclopedic Dictionary Dehkhodā: 
http://www.parsi.wiki/ 
 
Encyclopedia Iranica http://www.iranicaonline.org/ 
Encyclopedia of Islam (NB requires UCLA log-in) http://www.brill.com/publications/online-
resources/encyclopaedia-islam-online 
 
DISCLAIMER: THE USE OF GOOGLE TRANSLATOR IS ABSOLUTELY FORBIDDEN 

 
Course Requirements 
 
1) Attendance — 10% 
 • Attendance and participation in the course discussions is mandatory, and absences without 

documentation will not be tolerated. Students are expected to prepare the week’s readings 
prior to the first class in order to participate in discussion and in-class translation exercises.  

 
2) Class presentations and weekly reports— 30% 
 • Students must give a brief (5-minute) oral presentation in Persian on one of the authors or 

topics covered in the course, as assigned by the instructor. The student will be expected to 

http://dsal.uchicago.edu/dictionaries/hayyim/
http://dsal.uchicago.edu/dictionaries/steingass/
http://www.parsi.wiki/
http://www.iranicaonline.org/
http://www.brill.com/publications/online-resources/encyclopaedia-islam-online
http://www.brill.com/publications/online-resources/encyclopaedia-islam-online


3 
 

conduct preliminary research on the assigned topic using resources listed in the syllabus and 
on the course website.  

  On a weekly basis the students are expected to send a weekly report to the instructor. The 
weekly reports should reflect the student’s independent research as well as tie in the 
assigned readings and course materials relevant to the topic. 

  Students are expected to submit their weekly report every Sunday by 10 pm. 
 
2) Exams — 60% 
 
 • Midterm Exam (30%) — Tuesday, February 5th 
 ⁃ The midterm exam will consist of translating one seen excerpt and short answer 

essay questions regarding the assigned readings for the course.  
 • Final Exam (30%) —  Due by Tuesday, March 22nd at 11:59pm 
 ⁃ The Final exam will consist of translating and analyzing an unseen passage, as well 

as highlighting key grammatical and thematic features of the text. Students will be 
provided with the final exam text after the midterm, and are urged to work on the 
translation individually. Use of dictionaries, translation services or native speaker 
assistance outside of the resources outlined above is considered plagiarism and will 
result in a 0 on the exam. For more information on Academic Dishonesty and 
Plagiarism, please read the following: 
http://www.oid.ucla.edu/programs/facultydev/teachersguide/academicdishonesty  

 
Disclaimer: final grades are NOT negotiable. All requests of final grade readjustment will be 

consistently denied. 
 

http://www.oid.ucla.edu/programs/facultydev/teachersguide/academicdishonesty

