
	 1	

History 168B: South Africa Since 1800 
Spring 2019 

 
Instructor    William H. Worger 
    worger@history.ucla.edu  
         
Introduction 
History 168B focuses on the history of South Africa from around 1870 to the 
present. While some background will be provided on the history of southern Africa 
prior to 1870, the major focus of the course is on the period subsequent to the 
discovery of diamonds c.1870, and of gold in 1884 and the impact of such 
discoveries on the creation of a white supremacist society and its subsequent 
overthrow at the end of the 20th century. The course is thematic, requires reading, 
evaluation and use of primary documents, and aims to get you to think about the 
ways in which historical change has an impact on contemporary society.  
 
In engaging in the study of South Africa you will learn how to understand the wide 
variety of ways in which people interact over time, how they organize their diverse 
societies, particularly economically and politically, and how all these societies, 
despite widely held assumptions and stereotypes to the contrary, constantly change 
over time. You will also learn how to carry out research utilizing the extraordinary 
resources that we have at UCLA, in the form of specialist librarians, extensive hard 
copy collections, and almost limitless online sources; how to carry out that research 
in a focused and effective manner; and how to use your original research to argue a 
point of view in an authoritative and professional way. 
 
Tasks 
During the quarter you will complete a number of different tasks, all asking you to 
utilize different scholarly skills and to learn how to present your ideas in an 
effective fashion. These tasks will include a weekly in class multiple choice test 
assessing your understanding of the required materials that you will have read or 
viewed the previous week, regular blog postings and online conversations, a written 
assignment evaluating news media, a visual presentation in which you demonstrate 
by using historical maps how people have perceived South Africa during the past 
century and a half, and write two essays, one of which will be your primary focus in 
the second half of the quarter. The final paper, which serves as your final exam, is 
due in 11th week. All your work will be submitted online through CANVAS with clear 
and strict rubrics and deadlines provided. 
 
Grading 
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Your grade for the class will be based on a cumulative score for the work which you 
submit online. If you do not submit work by the set deadline you will not earn 
points for that piece of work. Therefore it is to your benefit to get work completed 
in a timely fashion. You will also be able to keep a clear record of your score 
throughout the quarter and get a good idea of the grade that you will earn for the 
class, since all assignment grades will be posted quickly and available on CANVAS. 
 
Weekly blog posting        10 
Weekly multiple choice test (2nd week onward)      20  
News story assignment       5 
Library assignment        5 
Film review assignment       5 
Popular culture assignment       5  
Map assignment         10 
Discussion                  40 
Your discussion grade shall consist of one essay (1,000 words), one final essay 
(1,500 words), online attendance and participation. Total:  100 points 
 
Grading scale 
A+  95-100 
A  90-94 
A-  85-89 
B+  80-84 
B  75-79 
B-  70-74 
C+  65-69 
C  60-64 
C-  55-59 
D  50-54 
F  0-49 
 
Required texts (available from ASUCLA and online retailers such as Amazon.com and 
Bookseller.com) 
 
Albert Luthuli, Let My People Go: An Autobiography (first published 1958, any edition) 
William Worger and Nancy Clark, South Africa: The Rise and Fall of Apartheid (3rd. 
edition only, 2016) 
Trevor Noah, Born a Crime: Stories From a South African Childhood (2016), book or 
audio version. 
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Please note that most of the reading for the class, especially primary documents, 
will be posted online. 
 
Course organization 
 
One of the big differences between a face-to-face class and this online class is that 
this will not be a passive experience. You will be expected to interact regularly with 
the instructor, and your peers in weekly assignments, participation exercises and 
discussions. These will keep you intellectually engaged with the subject matter and 
with each other. 
 
The class is organized in learning modules, and each learning module includes 
different sets of assignments that you will complete independently and 
interactively with your classmates. 
 
Assignments will be due as follows 
 
Piazza/blog posts are due each week [] @ 6pm 
Quizzes are due each week [] @ 6pm 
News story assignment is due module 2, [] @ 6pm 
Library assignment is due module 3, [] @ 6pm 
Essay one is due module 4, [] @ 6pm 
Film review assignment is due module 6, [] @ 6pm 
Map assignment is due module 8, [] @ 6pm 
Popular culture assignment is due module 10, [] @ 6pm 
Final essay/exam is due module 11, [] @ 6pm 
 
All deadlines are firm. Only medical excuses for late submission will be considered. 
All assignments will be posted at the beginning of the quarter and you can 
complete them at any time before the due dates for each. Except, quizzes must be 
completed in the order in which they are posted. 
 
Required reading 
 
Each weekly module will have a combination of assigned readings from the 
textbooks, links to text searchable pdfs of primary documents, links to online 
documentaries, and usually one additional scholarly article. Please complete the 
readings by Wednesday of each week. 
 
Course goals 
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In this class I would like you to be able to learn about and acquire a combination of 
ideas, information and skills. In particular I would like you to: 
 

• Develop an interpretative understanding of economic, political, cultural and 
social change in South African societies during the past two centuries, with 
attention paid especially to the diversity of the country. 

•  
• Be able to identify general processes of change over time as a result of 

industrialization, imperialism, conquest, colonialism, anti-colonialism, 
apartheid, anti-apartheid, and the question of how “post” apartheid is post-
apartheid. 

 
• Be able to present a coherent analysis of an historical issue from South 

Africa in a way that relates to contemporary American concerns, interests, 
and engagement with South Africa especially as expressed in the news 
media. 

 
• Be able to evaluate the ways in which historians identify and use evidence. 

 
• Be able to evaluate the ways in which historians write and research a 

convincing historical essay, paper, or article and gain training and practice in 
how to write your own original essay. 

 
• Understand fully the scholarly apparatus used by historians – primary and 

secondary sources, footnoting/citation, bibliographies, “Chicago style.”  
 
An important note on books 
 
I have assigned three books for this class. A two volume set of documents, Worger 
and Clark eds., Africa and the West, available in a cheap paperback edition (2010 two 
volume edition only) published by Oxford University Press. You need to buy these 
volumes (or use the copies on two-hour reserve at Powell Library) in order to 
succeed with the weekly quizzes. Likewise with A. Adu Boahen’s set of essays, 
African Perspectives on Colonialism, only available in paperback. Buy or order them 
as soon as you read this email. Two required books are available in either paperback 
or electronic versions (the latter versions are immediately available any time from 
Amazon): Ngũgĩ wa Thiong’o, Dreams in a Time of War, and Trevor Noah, Born a 
Crime. 
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Excellent online sites where you can check multiple sources for new and second 
hand books include bookseller.com and isbn.nu. Use them to locate the cheapest 
copies and the quickest delivery times. 

Contacting the Instructor 

Questions are always welcome. If they are of a general nature, which would be of 
interest to all the students in the class, please post them to PIAZZA which I will be 
reading regularly. With technical stuff (my non specialist terminology for working 
with computers) there are sometimes glitches. NEVER PANIC about anything if it 
doesn’t work. There is always a learning curve and we are all here to work together 
in a collaborative fashion. The class has a designated tech person who will be able 
to help out with any questions that I cannot answer. You will never be penalized for 
something that doesn’t work. 

Writing 

Writing is an essential skill of historians. You have to be able to write in a clear, 
concise, and effective manner if you are to communicate your ideas to a wide 
audience. Since there are a number of writing assignments in this class I would like 
to draw to your attention to university resources at UCLA where you can get advice 
and assistance. These offices are staffed by advanced students, who are proficient 
writers themselves, and who understand well the practices of certain disciplines 
such as History and the Social Sciences in general. Their aim is to help you in every 
way possible with your writing. Always feel welcome to call on the staff in these 
offices and don’t wait until the end of the quarter. Students enrolled at other UCs 
will find similar offices on each of their campuses. 

1. History Writing Center located in A61 Humanities.  Hours are Monday through 
Thursday from 10AM to 6PM and Friday from 10AM to 3PM.  The center will open 
its doors on the Monday of week two. 
http://www.history.ucla.edu/academics/undergraduate/history-writing-center (Links 
to an external site.)Links to an external site. 

2. Undergraduate Writing Center. The Undergraduate Writing Center is a free service 
for all UCLA students. We provide one-on-one appointments at our 5 locations: A61 
Humanities, Social Science Satellite, The History Writing Center, Rieber Hall 115 and 
Powell 238. http://wp.ucla.edu/wc/ 

General writing resources 

Primary and Secondary Sources (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site. 
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Thesis Statements (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site. [Workshop 
Powerpoint (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site.] 

What Is A History Paper? (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site. 
[Workshop Powerpoint (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site.] 

Annotated Bibliographies (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site. 

Steps for Writing a History Paper (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site. 

Introductions and Conclusions (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site. 

Research and citation links 

Documenting Sources (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site. 

Chicago Manual of Style (16th edition, online) (Links to an external site.)Links to an 
external site. 

UCLA Special Collections (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site. 

ESL Resources 

Online Writing Lab at Purdue (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site. 

Ask About English, through the BBC "Learning English" site (Links to an external 
site.)Links to an external site. 

Additional information about online learning 

I want to provide you with additional information about how History 168B will work 
as an online class. 

First, the content of this online class is the same as the content that you would 
study in a regular face-to-face class. The expectations of the work that you will be 
asked to do, and the type of assignments set, especially the written assignments, 
are the same.  You will “attend” the same lectures as if you were in class, except 
you will be able to view and listen to them online at your own convenience. In 
addition, all the lectures are captioned and written transcripts are available 
(especially useful for end of quarter review). You will participate in real time online 
interaction with the instructor using ZOOM technology, an advanced program 
similar to Skype. Think CNN with a multitude of people on screen at the same time. 
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You will also participate in online discussions using PIAZZA, another advanced 
program especially available via UC online education. 

The class is structured in Modules equivalent to Weeks and each week is organized in 
the following way 

Plan of Action: A brief description of what you should focus on in your 
reading/viewing/discussion 
Lecture videos: Two or three video lectures of varying lengths 
Reading: Required reading from the course texts 
Tasks: Weekly Piazza posts and multiple choice-quizzes (based on the lectures and 
readings), and bi-weekly (approximately) written and other assignments 
Additional resources: online films, maps, embroideries, and other resources that you 
can use for your assignments. 

Second, I want you to pay careful attention to PACING in undertaking this class. 
Even though everything is online and can be done at your own pace, the material is 
organized chronologically and logically. You should work through the class module 
by module, week by week, just as you would a regular class. BUT, I also want you to 
pay attention to pacing within each module/week, especially with regard to your 
tasks. PIAZZA posts (short) are normally due by midnight on Sundays. QUIZZES (10 
questions) have to be completed by midnight on Thursdays (except first week), 
WRITTEN ASSIGNMENTS (usually short, except for a 1,000 word essay due in 
module/week 4) are due by midnight on Fridays. This pacing has been established 
so that you will do you lecture viewing and reading at the beginning of each week, 
engage in discussions later in the week, and complete your writing in the 
weekends. 

Accessing the Course on a Laptop 

Follow these steps when you're ready to enter the course: 

1. Visit the UC Online login page. Note that this course runs on different servers 
than your campus’s online course system, therefore you must use this login URL 
to access your UC Online course. 

2. Click UC Campus Student and Faculty in the login box. 
3. Click your home campus from the list that appears 
4. Log in using your existing campus login ID and password. (If you are a new 

student and have not activated your campus ID, you must do so first; contact 
your campus registrar or the identity system manager at your campus for help.) 

5. Click on the course title from the list that appears on your Canvas home screen. 

Please note that if you are not a matriculated student at one of the UC campuses 
you will need to click Guest and Non-UC Student from the same login page listed in 
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Step 1 above and enter the credentials your were emailed by the system 
administrator. 

Accessing the Course on a Mobile Device 

If you would like to access your course on a phone or tablet you must first 
download the Canvas app from the app store on your device. After you launch the 
Canvas app, type the following into the Find your school or district field: 
COLE2.UCONLINE.EDU. Once the log-in screen loads, follow the log-in instructions 
starting with step 2, above.  

Technical Support 

If you're having trouble accessing your course, click Help with Login in the top 
navigation bar on the login screen. For technical support issues once you're logged 
in, click Help in the top-right corner of the screen and select from the options 
presented. 

Required Software and Hardware 

To ensure you can successfully participate in all activities and complete all 
assignments you should spend a little time prior to instruction to check that your 
computer and workstation meet minimum hardware and software requirements. 

1. Computer: You can find a summary of supported operating systems, adequate 
memory, and Internet connectivity by clicking here (Links to an external 
site.)Links to an external site.. 

2. Browser: Since Canvas is a browser-based learning environment you'll want to 
make sure you're running a supported browser, a list of which can be 
found here (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site.. 

3. Video Conferencing: Active participation in synchronous online sessions via 
Zoom is an integral part of the course.  You will find the link to the Zoom virtual 
classroom for this course in the left NavBar of the course window. The first time 
you click on the link, you will be instructed to download the app. Install the 
Zoom app on your computer and register as a user using the same name you 
used to register for the course. 

Getting Ready for Online Learning 

Once you have the correct software and hardware for the course, take some time to: 

1. Explore the Canvas environment. Check out the content for your course by 
clicking on “Modules” in the left NavBar.  Explore Canvas Help (upper right 
corner of the window). 
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2. Practice logging into the Zoom classroom and setting your audio 
controls.  YouTube has several “How To” videos for first time Zoom users.  Of 
immediate interest is How to Access Your Audio Controls (Links to an external 
site.)Links to an external site..  

3. In addition to the links listed above, you should also take some time to review 
the UC Online Student Welcome Guide. This is a valuable resource that provides 
need-to-know information on various features in Canvas as well as general tips 
on how to succeed in an online course. 

Format of online syllabus 

When you enter the online class (which will be available to registered students the 
week before the beginning of instruction for Spring Quarter), you will find a 
detailed weekly syllabus. To provide you with an example of this syllabus I am 
outlining WEEK 0 and WEEK ONE of the class below. Registered students will be 
able to see similar detailed information for all TEN WEEKS of 168B. 

WEEKLY SCHEDULE AND OUTLINE 

WEEK/MODULE 0 

PLAN OF ACTION 
  
In advance of the beginning of the class next week I would like you to think about 
what you know about South Africa and how you know what you know (what are 
your sources of information)? What did you learn about Africa in elementary school? 
In high school? What movies or television shows have you seen that are about or 
include references to South Africa as a country, its history, and particular 
individuals.  Who was Nelson Mandela, Albert Luthuli, Robert Sobukwe? Have you 
heard about any of them? What about apartheid? What does that word mean? Be 
ready to discuss your impressions on PIAZZA and ZOOM. 
Canvas Student Guide  
What is Piazza and how to use it  
Zoom Guide for Students  

WEEK/MODULE 1 

PLAN OF ACTION 
In this module/week you will get a good idea of the ORGANIZATION of the online 
component of the class. The web page for each module/week will generally consist 
of the following three components which you should work through in the order 
listed. 
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First, online captioned video lectures (written transcripts are also available). You 
should watch the lectures in the order in which they are posted. Think about the 
main points made in these lectures. This week the aim of the three lectures is to 
introduce you to the early history of Africans and Europeans in southern Africa and 
get you to think about how and why South Africa was created as a national state by 
1910. 

Second, required reading related to the lectures. The required reading consists of 
two types -- primary documents written contemporaneously or close to the times 
which they describe and often by participants in the events, and secondary 
materials (that is, written after the fact and by non participants). As you read these 
texts think about the societies and people described. Are they poor or wealthy?? 
Can you re-imagine in your minds the societies in which people lived? How do 
these societies compare with what you know of contemporaneous societies in other 
parts of the world such as Asia, the Americas, and Europe? Be ready to talk about 
your reactions to the readings on PIAZZA and ZOOM.  

Third, weekly tasks with strict deadlines. 

1. Each week you are required to make a short posting to the Piazza discussion 
board. 

2. Each week (except week 1) you will have a multiple-choice quiz that 
evaluates whether you have watched the video lectures and done the 
required reading. 

3. Usually every other week you have a short written assignment, with longer 
assignments due in module 6 (1,000 word essay), module 9 (a map 
assignment), and module 11 (take home final essay). 

Sometimes a required film is listed. These are one hour documentaries available 
online at Youtube or streamed directly by UCLA. Often, in the latter half of the class, 
a short video news clip is posted for viewing. You do not need to take detailed 
notes on these films and video clips, though there will be general questions based 
on them included in each week's in-class multiple choice test so what you are being 
tested on is your ability to recognize significant issues and general connections 
between themes discussed in class and reflected in the readings and films. The 
questions posed with each film will give you an idea of what is expected. 
 
VIEWING: VIDEO LECTURES  
 

1. Dingane’s capital: African societies in southern Africa before 1850 
2. The Castle: European intervention in southern Africa before 1850 
3. The Cattle Killing: Genocide and historical memory 



	 11	

 
READING: 
 
Primary documents:  

a. A missionary talks with a king: Journal entry of George Champion for Sunday, 
January 17, 1836, Natal, South Africa 

b. Cethswayo describes Zulu society: Cetshwayo’s testimony, July 7, 1881, Cape of 
Good Hope, Government Commission on Native Laws and Customs, 1883 

c. The settler’s revolt: Manifesto of the Emigrant Farmers, Grahamstown Journal, 
February 2, 1837 

d. Christianity and cattle killing: Deposition made by Nonquase, a Kafir prophetess, in 
an examination before the Chief Commissioner of British Kaffraria, 1858  
 
Secondary reading: 

a. Leonard M. Thompson, A History of South Africa, chapters 1 &2 
b. Nancy L. Clark & William H. Worger, South Africa: The Rise and Fall of Apartheid, 

chapter 1 
c. William H. Worger, “Clothing Dry Bones: The Myth of Shaka, Journal of African Studies 

6: 3 (Fall, 1979) 
 
Think about the image of indigenous African states as presented in popular media, e.g. 
the recent Tarzan and Black Panther movies. How do those images of types of rule 
compare with the societies described by Dingane and Cetshwayo? Before reading the 
material assigned for this class had you ever heard of Shaka, and if so what did you 
know about him? What did Europeans want from South Africa? What did Africans want 
from Europe? 
 
TASKS: 
 

a. Post a short comment on PIAZZA introducing yourself to your class mates. Where 
are you from? What is your major? Have you ever traveled to an African country? 
Have you ever studied South African history before, or the history of Africa? 

b. Post a short paragraph (300 words max) on PIAZZA reacting to any ONE of the 
required readings this week. What most interested you about the reading? What did 
it tell you that you did not already know? How has it changed your understanding 
of South Africa? 
 
WELCOME TO 168B, SPRING 2019 
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Bill Worger 


