
Early Childhood Policy –
Children, Contexts, and Politics in Diverse Societies

Course Developers: Dr. Bruce Fuller, Dr. Margaret Bridges, UC Berkeley
Dr. Alison Wishad Guerra, Dr. Shana Cohen, UC San Diego

Hosted from the University of California, San Diego

Instructors and Schedule
Check current listing for instructor and time of mandatory synchronous discussion session

Important Note: This syllabus, along with course assignments and due dates, are subject to
change. It is the student’s responsibility to check Canvas for corrections or updates to the
syllabus. Any changes will be clearly noted in a course announcement or through email.

Course Overview
Early Childhood Policy – Children, Contexts, and Politics in Diverse Societies is an online
course for undergrad and graduate students – delving into who, how, and why a growing array of
civic activists work to backstop young families and lift their young children.

Together, we will inquire into the diverse local contexts in which children are raised – families,
child care, neighborhoods, and medial environs – and why early development has become a hot
topic in public policy.

Students will view brief online lectures that encircle the week’s topic, then engage a colorful
array of readings, interviews with experts, and online discussion sections each week (the latter
using Zoom, each week at the designated time). We will delve into four contemporary policy
cases, and draw material from the rich cultural, ethnically infused, and international experiences
of students.

Drawing from the policy cases and empirical research, students will gain a deep understanding of
how child and family policies are formulated, as well as how analysts carefully assess what
programs and policy strategies work and why. Students will learn how policy designers and
program evaluators work to improve program strategies. Finally, students will be asked to design
their optimal policy architecture for lifting young children and their families.

The course is motivated by the following Guiding Questions:

1. How do children’s widely diverse contexts -- shaped by parents, institutions, and
neighborhoods -- shape their learning and social development?

2. Which aspects of healthy child development are understood to be near-universal, and
which may be more cultural-- particularly bounded by race, ethnicity, and social class?
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3. Why and how do civic activists, community groups, and politicians intervene into the
lives and homes of young children?

4. How are government policies, program models, and allied forms of collective action
formulated?

5. How do these “interventions” vary when aiming to alter the family, preschool or local
institution, the neighborhood, or media spheres in which young children are raised?

6. How policies and programs play out on the ground inside families and neighborhoods?

7. How might you pursue a job and leadership role in early childhood policy?

We move from basic knowledge of child development – especially the varying contexts in which
diverse children are raised – to learn about how government and local activists struggle to lift
families and narrow gaping disparities in children’s life chances. We learn about which activists,
civic and political leaders shape child and families policies, and how large-scale programs are
crafted, evaluated, and improved over time.

Description & Prerequisites
The focus is to understand how the diverse policy contexts in which children are born and raised
have dramatic implications for their life trajectories. This course examines how, when and why
government intervenes in children’s lives, through family, pre-/school, community, and digital
media contexts, aiming to improve their trajectories. From this basis, we examine the effects of
policies on children locally, nationally, and internationally. Prerequisites include upper division
status.

Course Learning Objectives
By the end of this course, you will be able to

I. Learn to interpret relevant contextual factors that determine the viability and impact of
policies targeted on the family, preschool or educational institution, neighborhood, and
digital spaces.

II. Demonstrate their understanding and skills by designing their own policy – anchored in
one or more locations, including the family, child care or preschool, neighborhood, and
digital arenas (that is, levels of social organization or intervention).

III. Gain fluency in writing and analytic thinking by critiquing existing and proposed child
and family policies.

IV. Learn to use new digital tools in creating multimedia texts and artifacts that demonstrate
critical understanding of course content.

V. Learn to work collaboratively online via Zoom and other digital tools.
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UC San Diego Instructional Team
Instructors

Alison Wishard Guerra, PhD
Associate Professor
http://eds.ucsd.edu/discover/people/faculty/wishard.html

Shana Cohen, PhD
Assistant Professor
http://eds.ucsd.edu/discover/people/faculty/cohen.html

Jessica Miguel, Advanced PhD Student
https://eds.ucsd.edu/explore/doctoral/phd/phd-students/PhD1
-Profiles/Miguel_J.html

A Typical Week in This Course: Course Workflow – Learning Activities, Engagement and
Assessments

This course is offered as a Remote course. All course engagement will happen using digital
technology in both synchronous and asynchronous fashion.

Once registered, you must complete the Course Overview and take the Orientation Quiz online.
The course content will become available to you on the site after you pass the quiz.

Four required activities occur each week -- inviting you to Inspire, Inform, Discuss in (Zoom)
Groups, and Reflect on the week’s course materials. This sequence also allows you to build on
content knowledge and analytic skills that instructional staff will foster in your head and heart.

The class will include a series of real-time and recorded sessions, in addition to learning
activities and opportunities to connect with the instructional team and other students. Just as with
a regular course, it is expected that you will spend 12 hours per week on this course. In a remote
environment, this time will be consumed in a variety of tasks per week.  You can anticipate the
following types of activities in each week of the term:
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Inspire Assignments.
The week begins with Inspire Assignments (typically on Sundays, check the current schedule
and Canvas site to confirm). Consult the class website for the Inspire assignments. Also,
typically instructional staff will post a just-in-time video, helping to frame the week’s activities
and responding to issues raised by you and fellow students.

Completion of Inspire assignments are required for participation in the weekly class discussion
session (Thursdays). During this preparation time students will engage in the Inspire, which may
consist of readings, watching short video clips, collaborative writing assignments, discussion
boards, or other activities.

Inform Assignments
After completing the Inspire assignment, students begin on Inform, to get the content needed for
the week.

Completion of these assignments is required for participation in  the weekly class discussion
session. During this preparation time students will engage in the Inform learning activities, which
consist of readings, video lectures, a quiz, plus at times additional preparation for the
synchronous discussion. Inform is due by 11:59 p.m the day before Discussion. Late assignments
will not be accepted.

Class Discussions.
The weekly Class Discussion will be based on the week’s Inspire and Inform assignments and
led by the course teaching staff. These sessions are mandatory1, and recorded automatically by
Zoom. Students will work in small groups to discuss what they’ve learned. Be sure to read the
Class Discussion page in each weekly module, in advance of each session, so that you are
prepared to participate. Discussion activities will vary; in small groups, students may use the
Whiteboard function in Canvas to draw a diagram of a family-level early childhood policy,
identify the policy, its goals, how it works for whom in which contexts, and its broader impact on
children, families, and the community.

Reflect
Students will then Reflect upon their Class Discussion and the week’s materials with individual
writing activities. For example, students may be asked to identify new understandings and
insights about family policy that they learned during their Class Discussion activities, and how
they relate to broader ideas covered in Inform. They might be prompted with questions such as:
How did the policy meet the intended goals? Are there other, unintended consequences? Draw on
the course materials to articulate aspects of the policy that could be revised for more effective
impact or reach.”

A final project is required – building and presenting an early childhood policy proposal. It is
due during finals week, and used as a culminating experience, to support the learning that

1 Upon request students may receive an alternative assignment in lieu of participating in the synchronous discussion
section.
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occurred throughout the term. Students will create and post the proposal and a video presenting
it.

Overall Course Expectations
You will gain much more from this course by vigorously engaging the lectures, readings,
interviews and course materials -- along with actively participating in the Thursday discussion
groups. This course heavily relies on your participation and careful analysis, along with creative
postings, to invigorate the learning process for everyone!

What I expect of you What you can expect of me
Be informed. Read this syllabus carefully and
completely so you understand the course
structure and expectations.

Enthusiasm. To be prepared for each class
and to bring my enthusiasm for this course to
each opportunity we have to interact.

Be engaged. Actively participate as a member
of the course community. Stay current with
the content, login to Canvas and be present.
Attend and actively participate in all
synchronous class discussions.

Opportunities. I will provide you with
opportunities to connect with each other, the
course material, and the instructional team.
We will build off of student experiences to
bridge research and policy to practice.

Be attuned. Keep up with readings and
assignments, as each one builds on the
previous one. Think critically and reflectively
in all writing. If you need assistance with
writing, we expect you to seek tutoring or
support.

Responsiveness. To respond to emails within
24 hours. Emails received on weekends or
while I’m traveling may take longer. You will
receive thoughtful feedback from the
Instructional Staff on your writing and
development of ideas.

Be ethical. A good attitude and maintenance
of honest and ethical principles towards me,
your classmates, and the execution of the
course. Please read UC San Diego’s
Principles of Community and Conduct Code.

Timely feedback. To make every effort to
return graded assignments within one week of
the submission date and to post solutions or
code as soon as is reasonably possible after
the submission date.

Have integrity. An honest, fair, responsible,
respectful, trustworthy, and courageous effort
on all academic work and collaboration.
Please read UC San Diego’s Policy on
Integrity of Scholarship. Then, take the
integrity pledge!

Integrity. To uphold integrity standards and
create an atmosphere that fosters active
learning, creativity, critical thinking, and
honest collaboration.

Be flexible. Sometimes my schedule gets
affected by unavoidable work travel,
necessitating some office hour rescheduling at
the last minute.

Reasonable accommodation and
understanding for student situations that arise;
however, I will not make exceptions for one
person that are not available to every other
person in the course.
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Communication Guidelines

As we move through the quarter, you might have questions about the course structure, content, or
general inquiries for the instructional team.

If the question is related to course structure, please be sure to read the syllabus and look through
the course on Canvas before asking the instructional team. If you have a general course question
(e.g. not confidential or personal in nature), please post it to the discussion board titled “Course
Questions”. I will post answers to all general questions there (typically within 1 business day), so
all students can access the response. You are also encouraged to answer each others’ questions as
well.

For all other questions, please contact me directly either via email at awishard@ucsd.edu or
using the Canvas Inbox.  Please be sure to include a descriptive subject, with [EDS 164R] at the
front of the subject (e.g. EDS 164R Request for individual meeting).  I will attempt to respond to
inquiries within 1 business day.

Netiquette
Netiquette is a set of rules for behaving properly online. Your instructor and fellow students wish
to foster a safe online learning environment. All opinions and experiences, no matter how
different or controversial they may be perceived, must be respected in the tolerant spirit of
academic discourse. You are encouraged to comment, question, or critique an idea but you are
not to attack an individual. Working as a community of learners, we can build a polite and
respectful course community.

The following netiquette tips will enhance the learning experience for everyone in the course:
● Do not dominate any discussion.
● Give other students the opportunity to join in the discussion.
● Do not use offensive language. Present ideas appropriately.
● Be cautious in using Internet language. For example, do not capitalize all letters since this

suggests shouting.
● Popular emoticons such as ☺ or / can be helpful to convey your tone but do not overdo

or overuse them.
● Avoid using vernacular and/or slang language. This could possibly lead to

misinterpretation.
● Never make fun of someone’s ability to read or write.
● Share tips with other students.
● Keep an “open-mind” and be willing to express even your minority opinion. Minority

opinions have to be respected.
● Think and edit before you push the “Send” button.
● Do not hesitate to ask for feedback.
● Using humor is acceptable

Adapted from:
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Mintu-Wimsatt, A., Kernek, C., & Lozada, H. R. (2010). Netiquette: Make it part of your
syllabus. Journal of Online Learning and Teaching, 6(1). Retrieved from
http://jolt.merlot.org/vol6no1/mintu-wimsatt_0310.htm

Letter of Recommendation Policy
If you are considering asking for a letter of recommendation after you complete this course,
please note that the following are required before coming to ask for a written letter of
recommendations: critical engagement with course materials, active participation in synchronous
meetings, attendance at office hours at least once during the quarter. The more opportunities I
have to get to know you the better! I will need at least three weeks advance notice and require a
copy of all you application materials to be able to write a letter of recommendation.

Textbook, Course Materials & Technology

Course Readings
All course readings are posted on Canvas. It is your responsibility to access them in advance of
each session and in preparation to complete your assignments.

Canvas
Our course will be hosted on the UCOP Canvas learning management system
(https://cole2.uconline.edu/). Once you login with your UC San Diego username and password,
you will be able to access additional course materials, scheduled sessions, opportunities for
interaction and more.

Tip: You can download the Canvas Mobile App and connect to this course to access your courses
on your Android or iOS device: https://community.canvaslms.com/docs/DOC-4048

Zoom
Our course will make use of Zoom for real-time office hours, course sessions, and group
collaboration. Learn more and download the Zoom Client for Meetings, and/or the Zoom Mobile
Apps at
https://ucsd.zoom.us/

Course Technology Requirements
To participate in this course, you will need the following:

● A laptop or desktop with a current operating system and internet access
● You will also need access to the following tools to fully participate in this course:

o Webcam (for video conferencing through Zoom)
o Microphone (for audio conferencing through Zoom)
o A stable internet
o Current browser

Grading Information
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Grading Information

Weighted Scoring Breakdown

Assignment Group Weighted % of Final Grade

Inspire 10%

Inform Lecture Quiz 10%

Inform Reading Quiz 10%

Class Discussions 15%

Reflect Assignments 25%

Final Policy Proposal Project 30%

Course Policies:

Policy on Late or Missing Work
Be sure to pay close attention to deadlines – there will be no make-up assignments or quizzes, or
late work accepted without a serious and compelling reason and instructor approval.

Extra Credit Policy
You can complete an optional mid-quarter reflection in Week 5 additional writing assignment in
Week 7 to earn extra credit points. These additional points will be applied to the total points
earned in the course.

Grading Scale
A = 90-100% B = 80-89% C = 70-79% D = 60-69% F = 59%-below

Grading Process
All student work will be submitted for scoring and feedback via Canvas. In some cases, the
instructional team will utilize Turnitin within Canvas for assignment review. Grades will be
released through Canvas, where you will be able to access assignment scores / course grades
and feedback. Please do not inquire about your grades prior to the release of the scores.

Regrade requests must be submitted via the Canvas Inbox no later than one week after the
assignment score and feedback are returned.
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Grading Procedure

The assignments in this course will be weighted to meet the following proportion of the
final grade.

Inspire assignments (10%). Inspire assignments are designed to introduce the topic of the week
to you and inspire you to want to learn more. Inspire activities generally ask you to post your
opinion or impression of the topic, either via a text post or by creating a "digital poster" with a
graphics tool, such as Suite-C's Whiteboard tool (left NavBar) or a PowerPoint slide. Late
Inspire assignments will not be accepted because they are the foundation for many Inform
assignments and for the weekly Class Discussions.

Inform assignments (20%). Inform assignments provide you with the readings and videos you
need to learn more about the topic of the week. This is where you will learn about how early
childhood policy is created and the challenges that policy makers face. Inform assignments ask
you to reconsider your Inspire opinions or impressions by applying what you learned from the
week's readings and videos. There are 2 parts of Inform assignments: 1. Video quiz questions
incorporated in the Inform videos (10%); 2. traditional quiz questions in the page that follow
each week's Inform session (10%). Late Inform assignments will not be accepted because they
provide the foundation for the weekly Class Discussions.

Online Discussions and Activities (15%). We will meet live, online, once a week for a class
discussion using Zoom. Attendance is mandatory and recorded by Zoom. No credit will be given
for late arrivals or for partial session attendance. You will be considered late if you login after the
professor or TA has begun the session, and you must attend the entire discussion session to get
credit. We are tough on this, since your active participation yields rewards for you and
classmates.

Class discussions schedule will vary each quarter. Check the current schedule. Be sure to read
the Class Discussion page in each weekly module, in advance of each session, so that you are
prepared to participate. Please be sure that you have Zoom loaded on your device. You will find
download instructions and more about Zoom in the Online Tools & Set Up module.

Reflect assignments comprise 25% of your course grade. During Weeks 1-5, Reflect assignments
are short essays (1-2 pages) in which you demonstrate your understanding of the theories and
practices involved in early childhood policy-making. In Weeks 6-10, Reflect assignments involve
drafting and revising policy proposals for each of the four early childhood-related policy areas
we will study: preschool, family, community and media. We will be writing with thoughtfulness
and precision. If you need assistance with writing, do not hesitate to visit your campus writing
center or seek tutoring support.

Reflect assignments may be submitted up to 24 hours late (Mondays by 11:59 PM); late
Reflections will receive a full grade reduction penalty.
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These assignments should be written thoughtfully and proofread conscientiously.   We will
provide feedback on content and general organization, but not on grammar or spelling, therefore,
you must PROOFREAD all written assignments. You are expected to use APA Guidelines on all
of your written work.This is a writing-intensive course. If you know you need assistance with
writing, you are expected to seek tutoring or support.

Final Policy Proposal Project (30%). There is no final exam for this course. There is, however,
a final project--a fully developed, written, early childhood policy proposal (8-10 pages, not
including references and appendices) and video presentation--due during finals week. The policy
proposal and recorded presentation should demonstrate your mastery of the policy analysis skills
covered during the course and your understanding of the critical features that comprise effective
childhood policy.  The final project is due at the end of the exam period associated with the
timeslot of the mandatory discussion session. Check the UCSD Final Exam Schedule.
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Course Schedule

Week Topics Real-Time or Record &
Review Sessions

Learning Activities and Deliverables

1 Introduction to contexts
of Childhood

Required Reading:

Bronfenbrenner, U., &
Morris, P. A. (2006). The
Bioecological Model of
Human Development. In R.
M. Lerner & W. Damon
(Eds.), Handbook of child
psychology: Theoretical
models of human
development (pp.
793-828). Hoboken, NJ:
John Wiley.

Tudge, J.R., Doucet, F.,
Odero, D., Sperb, T.M.,
Piccinini, C.A., & Lopes,
R.S. (2006). A  window into
different cultural worlds:
Young children’s everyday
activities in the United
States, Brazil, and Kenya.
Child Development, 77(5),

Optional Reading:
Center on the
Developing Child at
Harvard University
(2007). Using Evidence
to Improve Outcomes in
Learning, Behavior, and
Health for Vulnerable
Children. Harvard
University.

Lecture:
Lareau, A. Unequal
Childhoods

Introduce yourself

Document and Describe your
Learning Environment
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Fuller, Bruce.
Introduction.
Real-Time: Discussion
Section

2 The Basis of Early
Childhood Policy

Required Readings:

Bogenschneider, K.
(2014).Chapter 2 

Douthat, R. (2016). 

Instructor Lecture

Inform Assignment:

Whiteboard illustrating who you
view as key policy intervenors. 

3 Creative Effective Policy Required Readings:
Sama-Miller and U.S.
Department of Health &
Human Services (2018). 

Optional Readings:

1. Bardach,  E. S.
(2012). 

2. Federal Health
Resources Services
Administration: 

3. Evidence, literature
reviews:
o  Overview of

Home Visiting
Programs.

Instructor Lecture

Draft a proposal of a home
visiting policy

4 Family Policy Lecture:
Required Readings:
National Public Radio.
(2004). 
Waldfogel, J. (2010).

Optional Readings:

Waldfogel, J. (2010). 

Reflect Assignment:

Draw. Sketch a 4-column
Ideology Chart for one of the
programs or policies that provide
economic supports within the
family context.
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Britto, P.R. et al.
(2017). 

5 Applying Family Policy Required Readings:

Case Packet A:
Universal Basic Income

Duncan, G., Magnuson,
K., Votruba-Drzal, E.
(2014). 

Optional Readings:
Stockton UBI Mayor
Tubbs answers questions
about UBI (Links to an
external site.).

Reflect Assignment:

Draft a proposal of a family
policy.

6 Preschool Policy Required Readings:
Fuller, B. (2014)

Phillips, D. A., Lipsey,
M. W., Dodge, K. A.,
Haskins, R., Bassok, D.,
Burchinal, M. R.,
Duncan, G. J. Dynarks.  

Required Videos:

1. View . Parents
Troubled Over
Universal Pre-K
Debate (Links to an
external site.)

2. View. Low Marks
For Universal Pre-K

Optional Readings:
Stavely, Z. (2018).

Discussion Post:

Address one of listed questions and
state the unintended consequences
of your argument.

7 Applying Pre-School
Policy

Required Readings:

Fuller, B. (2007)

 Case Packet 2: The
Case of Universal
Preschool in New York
City.

Reflect Assignment:

Draft a proposal of a pre-school
policy.
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8 Early Childhood Digital
Media Policy

Required Readings:

● Required for
assignment: Bowles,
N., October 26,
2018.  

● The Common Sense
Media Full Report:
Key Findings Only

● American Academy
of Pediatrics
Announces New
Guidelines for
Media Use.(2020).

Optional Readings:
Digital Media and
Latino Families. 
●

Reflect Assignment:

1. Read.  Bowles, N.  "A dark
consensus about screens and
kids begins to emerge in the
Silicon Valley."
Accessibility score: Low
Click to improve (Links to an
external site.)

2.  Comment.  Post a comment to
the discussion below in which
you address the guiding
questions.  

9 Applying Digital Media
Policy

Required Readings:

Guernsey & Levine
(201)

Case Study 4:  Applying
Digital Media Policy -

Optional Readings:
Kwauk, C., Petrova, D.,
& Robinson, J. P.
(2016). 

Reflect Assignment:
Option 1: Describe potential
unintended consequences of your
proposed policy and further
explain how you would address it.
Option 2: Describe how you
would address cultural
competency/cultural relativity in
your digital media policy, as it
relates to children of particular
communities and/or the wider
society.

10 Final Project No additional Readings
this week

Draft your Policy Sketch.

Key Dates for UCSD
The add deadline is extended to the end of Week 3.

● The drop deadline, without a W, is extended to the end of Week 5.
● The undergraduate drop deadline, with a W, is extended to the end of Week 7.
● The graduate student drop deadline, with a W, remains at the end of Week 9.
● Undergraduates may petition to drop a class or withdraw from the University after the

end of week 7 and by the end of Week 10 for emergency reasons.  These petitions are
decided by the college provost.
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https://www.pathwaypeds.com/american-academy-of-pediatrics-announces-new-recommendations-for-childrens-media-use/
https://cole2.uconline.edu/courses/1129718/files/80828971/download?wrap=1
https://cole2.uconline.edu/courses/1129718/files/80828971/download?wrap=1
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/10/26/style/phones-children-silicon-valley.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/10/26/style/phones-children-silicon-valley.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/10/26/style/phones-children-silicon-valley.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/10/26/style/phones-children-silicon-valley.html
https://bcourses.berkeley.edu/courses/1487884/files/77122004/download?wrap=1
https://bcourses.berkeley.edu/courses/1487884/files/77122004/download?wrap=1
https://cole2.uconline.edu/courses/1129718/files/80828995/download?wrap=1
https://cole2.uconline.edu/courses/1129718/files/80828995/download?wrap=1


● Graduate students may petition to drop a class or withdraw from the University after the
end of week 9 and by the end of Week 10 for emergency reasons.  These petitions are
decided by the Dean of the Graduate Division

● Final Project due by the end of the exam period for the time slot of the mandatory
discussion period. Check UCSD’s Final Exam Schedule.
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Student Resources
Academic Support

UC San Diego Library
● Ask a Librarian: https://library.ucsd.edu/ask-us/
● Library Help: https://library.ucsd.edu/ask-us/triton-ed.html

Teaching + Learning Commons
● Writing Hub: https://writinghub.ucsd.edu/

Improve writing skills and connect with a peer writing mentor
● Academic Achievement Hub: https://aah.ucsd.edu/

Supplemental instruction, content tutoring and learning strategy tutoring

Office of Academic Support & Instructional Services (OASIS): https://oasis.ucsd.edu/
Intellectual and personal development support

Student Success Coaching Program: https://successcoaching.ucsd.edu/
Peer mentor program that includes information, resources, and support in meeting your goals

Additional Student Resources for Your Personal Well-Being

The Hub Basic Needs
The Hub addresses basic needs insecurities you might face. They provide necessary resources,
break stigma surrounding basic needs, and foster a sense of belonging for every student. The
Hub builds community to help one another.
https://basicneeds.ucsd.edu/ | basicneeds@ucsd.edu  | (858) 246-2632

Counseling and Psychological Services (CAPS)
Services and programs that enhance the college experience, promote academic success, and help
you develop effective coping skills.
https://wellness.ucsd.edu/caps/ | (858) 534-3755

CARE at the Sexual Assault Resource Center
https://care.ucsd.edu | sarc@ucsd.edu | (858) 534-5793

Office for the Prevention of Harassment & Discrimination (for Students)
https://ophd.ucsd.edu/policies-procedures/polpro_student.html

Undocumented Student Services: https://uss.ucsd.edu/

Triton Concern Line: (858) 246-1111
http://blink.ucsd.edu/go/students-of-concern
Report students of concern
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Student Accommodations

Students requesting accommodations for this course due to a disability must provide a current
Authorization for Accommodation (AFA) letter issued by the Office for Students with
Disabilities (OSD) which is located in University Center 202 behind Center Hall. Students are
required to present their AFA letters to Faculty (please make arrangements to contact me
privately) and to the OSD Liaison in the department in advance so that accommodations may be
arranged. 

Office for Students with Disabilities (OSD)
https://disabilities.ucsd.edu/ | osd@ucsd.edu | (858)534-4382

UC San Diego Principles of Community

The University of California, San Diego is dedicated to learning, teaching, and serving society
through education, research, and public service. Our international reputation for excellence is
due in large part to the cooperative and entrepreneurial nature of the UC San Diego community.
UC San Diego faculty, staff, and students are encouraged to be creative and are rewarded for
individual as well as collaborative achievements.

To foster the best possible working and learning environment, UC San Diego strives to maintain
a climate of fairness, cooperation, and professionalism. These principles of community are vital
to the success of the University and the well being of its constituents. UC San Diego faculty,
staff, and students are expected to practice these basic principles as individuals and in groups.
https://ucsd.edu/about/principles.html

Equity, Diversity and Inclusion

UC San Diego (as an institution) and I (as a human being and instructor of this course) are
committed to full inclusion in education for all persons. Services and reasonable
accommodations are available to students with temporary and permanent disabilities, to students
with DACA or undocumented status, to students with health or other personal concerns, and to
students with other kinds of support needs. Please feel free to let me know if there are
circumstances affecting your ability to participate in class. Some resources that might be of use
include:

Office of Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion
https://diversity.ucsd.edu/ | diversity@ucsd.edu | (858) 822-3542

Equity and Inclusion During COVID-19:
https://diversity.ucsd.edu/centers-resources/equity-and-inclusion-during-covid-19.html

Student Life: Diversity
https://students.ucsd.edu/student-life/diversity/
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UC San Diego Policies
Academic Integrity

Academic Integrity is expected of everyone at UC San Diego. This means that you must be
honest, fair, responsible, respectful, and trustworthy in all of your actions. Lying, cheating or any
other forms of dishonesty will not be tolerated because they undermine learning and the
University’s ability to certify students’ knowledge and abilities. Thus, any attempt to get, or help
another get, a grade by cheating, lying or dishonesty will be reported to the Academic Integrity
Office and will result sanctions. Sanctions can include an F in this class and suspension or
dismissal from the University. So, think carefully before you act by asking yourself:

a) is what I’m about to do or submit for credit an honest, fair, respectful, responsible &
trustworthy representation of my knowledge and abilities at this time and,

b) would my instructor approve of my action?

You are ultimately the only person responsible for your behavior. So, if you are unsure, don’t ask
a friend—ask your instructor, instructional assistant, or the Academic Integrity Office. You can
learn more about academic integrity at http://academicintegrity.ucsd.edu

(Source: Academic Integrity Office, 2018)

UCSD Student Conduct Code
https://students.ucsd.edu/_files/student-conduct/ucsandiego-student-conduct-code_interim-revisi
ons1-16-18.pdf

University of California Diversity Statement
https://regents.universityofcalifornia.edu/governance/policies/4400.html

Religious Accommodation
EPC Policies on Religious Accommodation, Final Exams, Midterm Exams
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