
UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA BERKELEY 

Department of African American Studies 

Elementary Swahili, Fall 2022 

  

Course:                       African American Studies 11 A – Elementary Swahili 

Instructor:                  Dr. David Kyeu 

Email:                          kyeu@berkeley.edu 

Meeting times:           M, T, W, Th  via Zoom - 11.00 am-12.00                         

Office:                          Virtual 

Office Hours:             M: 9-10 am 

                                   Other times by appointments only. 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

Swahili, referred to as Kiswahili when speaking the language, is one of the major 
languages spoken in Africa. It is the national and official language of Kenya, Tanzania, 
and Uganda, and one of the four national languages of the Democratic Republic of 
Congo. Other countries where Swahili is spoken include Rwanda, Burundi, northern 
Mozambique, northern Zambia, Malawi and southern Somalia. 

This course will provide an introduction to the Swahili language, and the general culture 
of Swahili speakers. The primary goal of the course is to provide the students with the 
spoken and written knowledge of the language. By the end of the course, students 
should have also acquired some introductory knowledge of Swahili grammar, speaking, 
reading, listening and writing in the Swahili. 

Required Texts: 

1. Awde, Nicholas. Swahili-English English-Swahili Dictionary, New York: Hippocrene 
Books, 2003. 

2. Hinnebusch, Thomas J. & Sarah M. Mirza. Swahili: Foundation for speaking reading 
and writing (2nd edition) Lanham, MD: University Press of America, Inc. 1998 

3. Kyeu, David (2012) Beginning Swahili Workbook and Guide: Homework Exercises, 
Quizzes, Final Exam and Noun Classes. Outskirts Publishing Press USA. Available 
on Amazon 

Grading Policy 

A+             98-100 

mailto:kyeu@berkeley.edu


A               93-97 

A-             90-92 

B+             87-89 

B               83-86 

B-             80-82 

C+           77-79 

C             73-76 

C-             70-72 

D+           67-69 

D             63-66 

D-             60-62 

F               0-59 

  

CLASS ATTENDANCE AND PARTICIPATION – 20% of grade 

Students are expected to attend class regularly and complete the assignments for that 
day. The class participation grade will also be based on whether the student is prepared 
for class or not. Students are encouraged to ask questions, participate in drills and 
discussions, and volunteer answers. More than THREE absences will lower the class 
participation grade. Coming late to class will also affect a student's class participation 
grade. 

Swahili Language Table  

The Center for African Studies is sponsoring an informal Swahili conversation table 
throughout the semester. Everyone is encouraged to attend the Swahili language table 
at least eight (8) times during the semester. This is a time when you can interact with 



other Swahili learners and have the opportunity to practice your Swahili. The times and 
venue will be communicated at a later date. 

BIWEEKLY QUIZZES – 20% of grade 

There will be a short bi-weekly quiz on Thursday. Where a holiday falls on a Thursday, 
the quiz will be given on a Wednesday or a Monday. All these quizzes will count 
towards the 20% of the total grade. There will be no make-up quizzes except for 
unavoidable circumstances.  

SPEAKING AND ESSAY WRITING ASSIGNMENTS – 10% of grade 

Topics for speaking and essay writing assignments will be randomly assigned in or out 
of class. For speaking assignments, students will (i) either have a partner to have a 
verbal exchange with or/and (ii) give an individual speech based on a specific topic. For 
essay writing students will sometimes be given an opportunity to brainstorm ideas with 
peers before embarking on writing essays individually. 

MIDTERM EXAM – 20% of grade 

Students' midterm exam will include (i) Grammar, (ii) an Oral Proficiency Interview 
(OPI), and (iii) a 200 - word essay.  

FINAL EXAM – 30% of grade 

The final exam may include (i) Grammar, (ii) an Oral Proficiency Interview (OPI), 
and  (iii) a 400 word essay.  

Course Summary: 
 


