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GSST 1 
Introduction to Gender & Sexuality Studies 

SAMPLE 
On-line via Canvas and Piazza 

 
Instructor: 
Katja M. Guenther (she/her) 
Professor of Gender & Sexuality Studies 
INTN 2033A 
E-mail: katja@ucr.edu  
 
Teaching Assistants: 
TBD 
 
Course Description 
This course provides an introduction to the interdisciplinary field of gender and sexuality studies. 
We will engage with theory and research that explores how gender and sexuality are socially 
constructed and imposed through social structures, and how individuals and groups resist the 
strictures of gender binaries and heteronormativity. We will consider how gender and sexuality 
operate through and within a range of social institutions, and how race and class intersect with 
gender and sexuality. Our readings, which come from a range of disciplines and perspectives, will 
expose us to different issues that the field of Gender & Sexuality Studies addresses, including 
masculinities & femininities, work & family, gender-based violence, and more. The course will 
expose students to a range of ideas that can be explored further through additional coursework in 
the Department of Gender & Sexuality Studies (GSST).  
 
Course Goals 
In this course, we will work together to: 
● Develop an understanding of gender as a complex historically and culturally contingent social 

structure that informs all aspects of social life; 
● Recognize gender and sexuality as inherently social;  
● Examine the intersections between gender oppression and racial, class, heteronormative, and 

cisnormative oppression; 
● Learn to evaluate information critically and from multiple perspectives; 
● Practice engaging with ideas that are unfamiliar or even unsettling with an open mind; 
● Engage in active and collaborative learning; 
● Refine skills in active reading, critical thinking, and verbal and written expression. 
 
We will work on these goals together using a number of tools and strategies, including 
asynchronous lectures, readings, discussion in an on-line forum, weekly Learning Assessments, 
and a set of writing assignments.  
 
Required Materials 
There is one required book for this course, an anthology called Introduction to Women’s, Gender & 
Sexuality Studies, 2nd Edition, edited by L. Aya Saraswati, Barbara L. Shaw, and Heather Rellihan. 
The book is available through the UCR bookstore, where you can buy or rent the book. You will 
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also be able to find the book through other on-line retailers. The book is also physically available 
on reserve at the Rivera Library. Please be mindful that you need the second edition of this text: 
the first edition has different contents and will not enable you to complete all necessary reading 
for this course. Please also make note of the following regarding our text: 

● To ensure students have enough time to purchase books and have them shipped, I have 
posted the readings for Week One only as PDF files in our Week One module on Canvas.  

● Please note that while it sometimes looks on our course schedule like there is a ton of 
reading, I have been careful to limit the total number of pages from our book to around 20-
25 pages each week. As you will see once you start reading, many of the readings are very 
short.  

● Please note that some of our readings are historical and they may use terminology that is 
no longer used; when you read, pay attention to the original publication date, usually 
marked in () next to the title so that you have some idea of the historical context.  

● Some of our readings describe or refer to violence. Please see the section below with 
details about campus and community resources should you need emotional or other 
support. 

 
Our On-Line Tools 
You will need to be able to use several forms of technology for this course:  

1. access to the Internet (at least enough to complete course-related tasks, such as viewing 
and listening to posted course materials and submitting work) 

2. Canvas (all enrolled students have access): go to elearn.ucr.edu 
3. Piazza is an on-line discussion forum tool that we will use to communicate with each other 

about our responses to the material, including questions, reactions, and reflections. Our 
discussion sections will also take place through Piazza. To set up your Piazza correctly, the 
first time you access it, please do so through the Piazza tab on our Canvas page TWICE: 
once for the lecture and once for your discussion section. You will see Piazza in the menu 
options along the left side of your Canvas pages for lecture and for section. After your initial 
set up, you can access Piazza directly through www.Piazza.com (without needing to log into 
Canvas) and/or you can download and use the Piazza app onto your phone (just search for 
Piazza in the Apple or Google Play Store). If you set up your Piazza account with a 
preferred name different from your name on the class roster, please email me and your TA 
to let us know so that we can make sure your posts are credited to you. 

4. a program that can open PDF files (most likely Adobe Acrobat or similar, available at 
http://sitelicense.ucr.edu/ or by Googling)  

5. an account with Zoom, a video and phone conferencing program UCR students can access 
for free. If you have not already done so, please set up a Zoom account at 
https://zoom.ucr.edu, including adding a photo or likeness to your profile. You will also find 
links to technical support there. Please note, while it is ideal if you can run Zoom through 
your computer or tablet with video, in a pickle, you can simply call into a Zoom meeting 
using a phone.  

If you encounter problems using UCR-hosted programs like Canvas or Zoom, please contact the 
UCR campus technical support staff through email BearHelp@ucr.edu or call 951-827-4848. To 
reach Piazza support, please contact team@piazza.com.  
 
Course Flow 
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The lecture portion of our course will be at your own pace each week. There will be NO live 
lectures during our scheduled lecture time. I strive to post all course materials (videos, notes, any 
other materials) for the upcoming week by Friday at 11:59pm under the “Modules” tab on Canvas. 
You can view and read everything right away, or spread it out across the week. The course 
reading schedule from the book is detailed on the final pages of this syllabus; links to videos will 
be posted in the modules on Canvas each week. The Learning Assessments and Piazza posts for 
each week are due Friday by 11:59pm; Learning Assessments appear under the “Assignments” tab 
on Canvas. The papers will also appear in the “Assignments” section. See below for more details. 
Discussion sections will take place asynchronously via Piazza. You will receive more information 
directly from your TA about your discussion sections.  
  
Graded Components 
Everyone can be successful in this course. Your final course grade will be comprised of several 
components as detailed below. The total number of points for the course is 100. I use the normal 
grading scale (97+=A+, 94-96=A, 90-93=A-, etc.). Your TAs will regularly post scores for 
completed work in the Gradebook on Canvas. It is your responsibility to monitor your own 
progress and seek assistance if needed. The breakdown of grades is as follows:  

Learning Goals Worksheet: 2 points 
Weekly Learning Assessments: 45 points (4.5 points for each of 10 weeks) 

 Papers: 24 points (complete 2 out of 3 papers, each worth 12 points) 
 Community Engagement Response: 5 points 

Participation in discussion sections: 14 points 
Piazza participation for lecture: 10 points 

 
Learning Goals Worksheet 
At the beginning of the quarter, I am asking each student to complete a Learning Goals 
Worksheet. This worksheet is intended to get you thinking about the course and what you hope to 
gain from taking it. You should, at a minimum, read the syllabus and the introductory video before 
completing the worksheet. The worksheet is available under the “Assignments” tab on Canvas and 
I am asking you to submit the worksheet at the same time as your first weekly Learning 
Assessment, so by 11:59pm on Friday, October 1.  
 
Weekly Learning Assessments 
You have the opportunity to evaluate your learning and to earn points by completing weekly 
Learning Assessments. These assessments may ask you to answer one or more multiple choice 
questions, write a short essay, brainstorm a list, or conduct some simple research outside of class. 
The Learning Assessments are due each week by the Friday that ends the week at 11:59pm. So, 
for example, in Week One, the Learning Assessment is due by 11:59pm on Friday, October 1. 

 
Papers 
Each student will write two short (3-4 page) papers in this course, in response to a prompt that 
centers on what we are learning in the course. There is no outside research required for these 
papers, just the effective use of course materials. There will be three opportunities to submit these 
papers, and each student will submit two. (NOTE: This is not a “drop the lowest” situation; if you 
have completed two graded papers, the instructional team will not grade a third paper). I will post 
the prompt for each paper about ten days in advance of the due date under the “Assignments” 



4 
 

tab. Since there are multiple opportunities to submit papers, late papers will not be accepted. I 
will post the prompt for each paper about ten days in advance of the due date under the 
“Assignments” tab in iLearn. 
 
Community Engagement Response 
This component of the class is intended to connect you with teaching and activism about gender 
and sexuality beyond our on-line classroom. You should plan to attend one approved event listed 
on our Canvas website this quarter and write a short (3-4 paragraph) summary and response to 
the event. If you become aware of a campus event that you think would be suitable, please email 
katja@ucr.edu in advance of the event with full event details (time, date, how to access) and a 
brief explanation of why you think it’s a good fit for this course. The event must have a significant 
educational component related to issues of gender and/or sexuality and be open to all students 
(support groups, for example, are not an appropriate event). We will try to include only events 
that are free to the public, but it’s okay to propose something with a ticketing cost. Please see the 
Canvas assignment “Community Engagement Response” to see guidelines for the response paper. 
Papers must be submitted no later than Wednesday, November 24 at 11:59pm.  
 
Discussion Sections 
Discussions sections provide you with an opportunity to discuss the course material in more depth 
with the guidance of your TA via discussion threads on our Canvas site for each section. We seek 
to provide you with a site for talking with your TA and your peers and forming a learning 
community in GSST 1S. To access your section’s discussions, please click on the “Discussions” tab 
on the main menu for Canvas.  
 
Piazza 
Piazza is an on-line discussion board where we can also build a classroom community. This a place 
to pose questions to which other students may want to know the answers, to talk with each other, 
to share links to videos or memes or other things that may be of interest to course participants or 
that connect to the reading, etc. To earn full credit for this component for the lecture, you need to 
post at least once a week each week during the quarter in the Piazza site for the lecture. You do 
not need to start a new thread—reading and commenting on questions or posts by your peers is a 
great way to contribute to the discussions!  
 
Tests 
There aren’t any!  
 
 
 
Getting Course Support 
If you are struggling in the class, have questions that aren’t answered in lecture, discussion, or on 
Piazza, or are concerned about class performance, please communicate with your TA and/or the 
professor. Please send a single email to us both by putting both of our emails into the “to” field; 
do not send separate messages to each of us. You’ll find some useful tips on communicating with 
faculty here here: http://www.insidehighered.com/views/2015/04/16/advice-students-so-they-
dont-sound-silly-emails-essay Please remember that the sooner you tell us about any problems, 
the more we can do to assist you.  
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Climate & Etiquette 
We each must take responsibility for keeping our on-line learning environments free of 
discrimination, harassment, and intimidation. This course will tackle some controversial issues and 
may challenge some of your basic assumptions about social life. Debate and disagreement are 
central to active and critical learning. However, please be advised that all students are expected to 
respect each other and differing points of view. Even if we don’t always agree, we treat each other 
with decency and respect. Our collective goal is to engage in meaningful and productive discussion 
and debate without demeaning or belittling one other or one other’s ideas. We also are working 
together to build a learning community in which no one disposable, and I encourage you to call 
one another in should you encounter conflict.  
 
On our course discussion board, you are welcome to use emojis and web acronyms (i.e., IMHO), 
but please be sure to explain any terminology that may be unfamiliar to other students or the 
instructional team.  
 
Challenging Topics 
Discussing gender, sexuality and other systems of oppression in general pushes many people 
out of their usual comfort zones. In this course, you should be aware that you may feel 
uncomfortable, awkward, embarrassed, angry, and/or upset. I encourage you to engage in 
self-care and to share your reactions to course materials on Piazza for the lecture. If you find 
the course material significantly upsetting and/or (re)traumatizing and would like additional 
support, please consult with one or more of the resources in the section on campus and off-
campus resources below.  
 
Course Accessibility 
I am committed to providing equitable access to learning opportunities for all students. The 
Student Disability Resource Center is the campus office that collaborates with students who 
have disabilities to provide and/or arrange reasonable accommodations. If you have, or think 
you may have, a disability (e.g., mental health, attentional, learning, chronic health, sensory, 
physical, other), please contact the SDRC to arrange a confidential discussion regarding 
equitable access and reasonable accommodations. Student Disability Resource Center, 125 
Costo Hall, phone: (951) 827-4538, sdrc@ucr.edu https://sdrc.ucr.edu/ Remember, 
accommodations are your legal right! Even if you have not yet been able to work with SDRC, I 
invite you to discuss your unique learning needs with me so if I may also assist in supporting 
your learning. All course videos will have closed captioning and I post transcripts for all 
podcasts.  
 
Late Work 
Weekly Learning Assessments and Piazza posts must be submitted on-time to earn credit. If 
you are someone who struggles with time management, or you’re just feeling overwhelmed, I 
can suggest setting a calendar for each week using a Google calendar, other app, or an actual 
paper calendar so that you can map out what you need to do each week for all of your 
classes, work, and other obligations. Make the deadline for yourself for GSST 1S Thursdays by 
midnight so that you don’t run into problems with late work.  
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There will be three opportunities to submit written assignments, and each student will submit 
two. (NOTE: This is not a “drop the lowest” situation; if you have completed two graded 
papers, we will not grade a third paper). We strongly encourage you to submit the first two 
papers and only write the third paper if an unforeseeable circumstance prevented you from 
writing the first two. Since there are multiple opportunities to submit papers, late papers will 
not be accepted. I will post the prompt for each paper about ten days in advance of the due 
date under the “Assignments” tab in iLearn. 
 
Other Course Policies & Information  
● If you are struggling in the class, have questions that aren’t answered in lecture or discussion, 

or are concerned about class performance, please communicate with your TA and/or the 
professor. If you are contacting the professor and the TA, please do so in a single email using 
cc; do not email us the same question separately. You’ll find some useful tips on how to email 
faculty and TAs here: http://www.insidehighered.com/views/2015/04/16/advice-students-so-
they-dont-sound-silly-emails-essay  

● My lectures and course materials, including videos, PowerPoint presentations, tests, outlines, 
and similar materials, are protected by U.S. copyright law and by University policy. I am the 
exclusive owner of the copyright of those materials I create. You may take notes and make 
copies of course materials for your own use. You may also share those materials with another 
student who is registered and enrolled in this course. You may not reproduce, distribute or 
display (post/upload) lecture notes or recordings or course materials in any other way — 
whether or not a fee is charged — without my express written consent.  You also may not 
allow others to do so. If you do so, you may be subject to student conduct proceedings under 
the UC Riverside Student Code of Conduct, Section 102.23. 
Similarly, you own the copyright in your original papers and exam essays.  If I am interested in 
posting your answers or papers on the course web site for the benefit of other students, I will 
ask for your permission. 

● Students who violate university standards of integrity are subject to disciplinary sanctions, 
including failure in the course and suspension from the university. Since dishonesty in any form 
harms the individual, other students, and the university, I strictly enforce policies on academic 
integrity. I expect that you will familiarize yourself with UCR’s Standards of Student Conduct, 
available on line at http://conduct.ucr.edu/policies/academicintegrity.html.  Lying, cheating, 
and/or plagiarizing may result in an F in the course, as well as in disciplinary action through the 
university.  

● Incomplete grades are available only in exceptional circumstances and only if a student has 
completed more than half of the required graded material with a grade of C or higher. 

Campus & Off-Campus Support Resources 
If you need support or assistance this quarter, please be aware of the following resources on 
campus. If you cannot find the kind of help you need, please contact me and I will see if I can find 
additional resources.  

● For mental health issues and counseling, contact the UCR Counseling & Psychological 
Services https://counseling.ucr.edu/ 951-UCR-TALK 

● National Suicide Prevention Hotline (not campus affiliated) 800-273-8255 or, for 
deaf/hard of hearing people, 1-800-799-4889; See also additional crisis line information 
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at https://counseling.ucr.edu/are-you-crisis#if_you_are_having_thoughts_about_suicide 
for information about other crisis resources 

● SAMSHA Addiction Helpline (not campus affiliated) 1-800-662-4357 or TTY 1-800-487-
4889 for support and referrals for addiction issues, including your own or those of loved 
ones 

● For assistance or support with disabilities, contact the UCR Student Disability Resource 
Center https://sdrc.ucr.edu/ email sdrc@ucr.edu, phone 951-827-3861 

● For questions, concerns, support, and advocacy around sexual harassment and sexual 
violence, contact the UCR CARE Program https://care.ucr.edu/ (951) 827-6225 or email 
advocate@ucr.edu, and/or contact the non-campus-affiliated Riverside Area Rape Crisis 
Center 951-696-7273 https://rarcc.org/  

● For food assistance, contact the UCR R’Pantry https://basicneeds.ucr.edu/rpantry  
● For support, advocacy, and community for LGBITQ+ students, the UCR LGBT Resource 

Center is holding weekly talks and rap groups and staff are available via Zoom and email. 
See https://out.ucr.edu/ for information.  

● For support and advocacy for undocumented students, contact Undocumented Student 
Programs. Appointments can be made on-line at ana-usp-ucr.youcanbook.me or email 
Ana.Coria@ucr.edu. See also https://usp.ucr.edu/.  

● For students who need advice and/or advocacy because you are struggling with mental or 
physical health issues, food or housing insecurity, or other problems, the Case Managers 
can point you to additional resources and provide support and advice. For instructions on 
making an appointment while campus is closed, see https://casemanagement.ucr.edu/.  

● The Academic Resource Center can help if you need assistance with tutoring or paper 
review to see what services are available to you: https://arc.ucr.edu/  

● If you need resources and are unable to locate them, please feel free to reach out to 
any member of the instructional team as we may be able to locate additional referrals 
for you; please also see the list of campus resources below.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Course Schedule 
(subject to change; please pay attention to announcements via Canvas) 

All readings with a # are from our core text 
 

Key Concepts and Ideas in Gender & Sexuality Studies 
Week Zero (week of September 23) 

• Introduction to the course on Canvas:  
o Read the syllabus 
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o View the introductory video 
o Get set up with technology 
o Acquire course materials  
o Complete Week Zero Task Completion Checklist on Canvas 

• There are no discussion sections this week 
 
Week One (week of September 27) 

• Read introductory materials on Canvas 
• Work through all material in the Canvas module for this week  
• Read Berger and Radeloff on Canvas only (not in our book)  
• Read #1 hooks “Feminist Politics” (on Canvas & in book) 
• Read #12 Grimké, “An Appeal to the Christian Women of the South” (on Canvas & in book) 
• Read #32 Women’s March, “Guiding Vision and Definition of Principles” (on Canvas & in 

book) 
• Learning Goals Worksheet due by 11:59pm on Friday via Canvas 
• Don’t forget: every week, Learning Assessments are due by 11:59pm on Friday 

 
Week Two (week of October 4) 

• Work through all material in the Canvas module for this week  
• Read #2 Johnson “Patriarchy” 
• Read #13 Seneca Falls Convention, “Declaration of Sentiments and Resolutions” 
• Read #14 Truth “1851 Speech” 
• Read #20 Koedt “The Myth of the Vaginal Orgasm”  
• Read #27 National Organization for Men Against Sexism, “Tenets” 

 
(De)Constructing the Gender Binary 

Week Three (week of October 11) 
 Work through all material in the Canvas module for this week  
 Read #3 Fausto Sterling “The Five Sexes, Revisited” 
 Read #53 Mock “From Redefining Realness” 
 Read #55 Chase, “Hermaphrodites with Attitude” 
 Read #21 RadicalLesbians “The Woman-Identified Woman”  
 Read #72 Lair “Navigating Transness in the United States” 

 
Introduction to Intersectionality 

Week Four (week of October 18) 
 Work through all material in the Canvas module for this week  
 Read #8 Lorde “There is No Hierarchy of Oppressions” 
 Read #23 Combahee River Collective “A Black Feminist Statement” 
 Read #24 Carillo “And When You Leave, Take Your Pictures With You” 
 Read #26 Anzaldúa “La Conciencia de la Mestiza” 
 Read #10 Caballero “Before Intersectionality” 
 Paper #1 due by 11:59pm on Friday, October 22 

 
Masculinities & Femininities 

Week Five (week of October 25) 
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 Work through all material in the Canvas module for this week  
 Read Martin #70 “The Egg and the Sperm” 
 Read #5 Pascoe “Making Masculinity”  
 Read #56 Han “Being an Oriental, I Could Never Be Completely a Man” 
 Read #51 Chesney-Lind “Mean Girls, Bad Girls, or Just Girls” 
 Read #29 Katz “Memo to the Media” 

 
Policing Gender: Norms, Knowledge, Violence, Policy 

Week Six (week of November 1) 
 Work through all material in the Canvas module for this week  
 Read #4 Ijeoma A. “Because You’re a Girl” 
 Read #33 Barrett-Fox “Constraints and Freedom in Conservative Christian Women’s Lives” 
 Read #35 Das Gupta “Broken Hearts, Broken Families”  
 Read #47 Mogul, Richie, and Whitlock “False Promises” 
 Read #22 Chicago Gay Liberation Front “A Leaflet for the American Medical Association” 

 
Week Seven (week of November 8) 

 Work through all material in the Canvas module for this week  
 Read #41 Ferguson “Birth Control”  
 Read #42 Ross, “The Color of Choice”  
 Read #15 Wells “A Red Record”  
 Read #38 Spade “Compliance is Gendered” 
 Read #31 Tambe, “Reckoning with the Silences of #MeToo” 
 Paper #2 due by 11:59pm on Friday, November 12th 

 
Enforcing Gender through Representations 

Week Eight (week of November 15) 
 Work through all material in the Canvas module for this week  
 Read #65 Adichie excerpt from Americanah 
 Read #52 Belle “Knee-Jerk Biphobia” 
 Read #77 Lewis “Technology Isn’t Neutral” 
 Read #90 Bechdel “The Bechdel Test” 

 
Gender, Sexuality, Work, and Family 

Week Nine (week of November 22) 
 Work through all material in the Canvas module for this week  
 Read #37 Kim “Wage Gap” 
 Read #71 Flores “Latina Doctoras” 
 Read #39 Rottenberg “The Rise of Neoliberal Feminism” 
 Read #19 Mainardi “The Politics of Housework” 
 Read #36 Mirk, “Popaganda” (you may also/alternately listen to this reading at 

https://www.bitchmedia.org/article/popaganda-queering-family-values)  
 Community Engagement Response due by 11:59pm on Wednesday, November 24 

 
Transforming Gender and Sexuality 

Week 10 (week of December 1) 
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• Work through all material in the Canvas module for this week  
• Read #81 Jafri “Not Your Indian Eco-Princess” 
• Read #86 Bejarano “The Latina Advantage in US Politics” 
• Read #88 Fryett “Laudable Laughter” 
• Read #89 Guerrilla Girls “When Racism & Sexism Are No Longer Fashionable” 
• Read #91 Hanna & Bikini Kill “Riot Grrrrl Manifesto” 
• Paper #3 due on Friday, December 3, by 11:59pm, if you have not submitted both papers 

#1 and #2 
 

Have a good winter break! 


