
 

 
 

 

PLS 007V 
Just Coffee 
 
Lectures: Online  
Live Discussion Sections: Times and Days TBD via Zoom 
CRNs: TBD 
GE Credits: Writing Experience, Science & Engineering, Social 
Sciences 
Prerequisites: None 
Units: 4 

 

 
 
 

Instructor 
Patrick Brown 
phbrown@ucdavis.edu 
Office hours: Thursdays 10-11 am via Zoom link 

 
Teaching Assistants 
TBD 
 

Course overview 
From its roots in Africa to its position as the world’s favorite drink, the story of coffee is one rich in history and 
mythology; it is also a great lesson in biology and ecology, of global climate change, politics, development, trade, 
and societal impacts.  

This course will help students understand the complex set of biological, ecological and social interactions that go 
into a truly ‘just’ cup of coffee and how our food and agricultural systems interact with human well-being. 
 
 Course-level learning outcomes 

- Students will be able to think critically beyond their current major and apply a systems-thinking approach 
to the production of a key global agricultural commodity; 

- Students will analyze a given module topic from the vantage points of multiple stakeholders along the 
coffee value chain, from academic, non-profit, certification-focused, field-based, private sector, and 
research-driven perspectives; 

- Students will be able to draw connections between content from the current module content and the 
previous modules content; 

- Students will be able to define and explain key terminology and key concepts related to coffee production; 
- Students will gain increased global perspective of the coffee value chain and threats to sustainability issues 

at origin; 
- Students demonstrate critical thinking and effective communication of the course material through writing 

assignments; 
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- Students will apply knowledge learned in the course to evaluate current initiatives to alleviate threats in 
the coffee sector.  

 
Expectations 
Students are expected to: 

- Watch all lecture recordings, and watch all of the previous week’s module content before Live Discussion 
Section; 

- Attend Live Discussion Sections and be prepared to engage in thoughtful and critical discussion-both 
written and verbal- of the material; 

- Read the assigned readings before watching lecture recordings; 
- Turn assignments in on time; 
- Treat one another with courtesy and respect. 

 
Assignments and grading 
Quiz questions - (100 points; 10 quiz questions per module, 1 point per quiz question) (29% of total grade) 
There will be graded quizzes embedded across module lecture videos that review information covered in that 
lecture video. Each module has 10 questions embedded in the lecture videos, but not all lecture videos have quiz 
questions embedded in them. Some lecture videos have multiple quiz questions. Make sure that you have 
answered 10 quiz questions at the end of each module to receive credit for the quizzes. Each question is worth 1 
point. 
 
Live Discussion Section attendance and participation - (24 points; 3 points per section) (7% of total grade) 
Students are expected to attend live discussion sections and participate both verbally and through writing 
activities  in Live Discussion Section. See the policy and expectations about Live Discussion Section attendance on 
page 3. 
 
Live Discussion Section assignments - (18 points, 2 points per assignment) (5% of total grade)  
Students will complete and submit assignments in 9 of the 10 Live Discussion Sections. 
 
Short writing assignments - (20 points; 10 points per assignment) (6% of total grade) 
There will be 2 short writing assignments throughout the course.  
 
Annotated bibliography - (10 points) (3% of total grade) 
 
Rough draft of final research paper- (25 points) (7% of  total grade) 
 
Peer review of rough draft of final research paper- (15 points) (4% of total grade)  
 
Final Research Paper– Coffee Origins + Challenges to Production – (100 points) (29% of total grade) 
 
Feedback surveys – (5 points; 2.5 points each) (1% of total grade) 
Students are expected to answer the two surveys on Canvas after completing Module 4: Coffee Economics and 
Marketing and Module 7: Coffee and International Development, Part 2. 
 
Reading Responses - (30 points; 5 points each) (9% of total grade) 
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Reading Responses are due at 11:59 pm the Sunday before each Live Discussion Section except Modules 2, 4, 8 
and 10 to help students prepare for their Live Discussion Section. Reading responses are thoughtful paragraphs 
responding to reading guide question related to that module’s assigned readings. Students should include any 
questions or doubts they have about the material. Reading Response paragraphs are posted and submitted as 
assignments. 
 
Introductory Assignments - (2.5 points) (1% of total grade) 
Students will complete and submit one introductory assignment during the first week of the course.  
 
Online Format 
“Just” Coffee is an entirely online course. The course is divided into week-long modules on Canvas, the online 
platform through which all course content is delivered. The modules will open on Sundays, two weeks before 
assignments are due. Modules include reading assignments, written assignments, lecture videos, and Live 
Discussion Sections. We strongly recommend that you work through the modules in the order that they are 
arranged in Canvas. 
 
Live Discussion Sections (LDS) - Discussion sections will be hosted online in real time through the video 
conferencing tool Zoom. To receive attendance points Live Discussion Sections you must log on to Zoom at your 
assigned section time using the Zoom link that corresponds to your section. If you need to miss your section time, 
coordinate with your TA to attend a different section for that week at least 24 hours in advance. Links to Zoom 
Live Discussion Sections as well as Live Discussion Section materials can be found in the “Live Discussion Section” 
page of each module.  
 
If you have to miss your Live Discussion Section for a university approved reason, please provide your TA with 
appropriate documentation. In that case, your TA will work with you to create an extended deadline for 
submission of your Live Discussion Section activity. If you have to miss your Live Discussion Section for a 
non-university approved reason, you will receive a zero for the Live Discussion Section attendance and Live 
Discussion Section Activity, and not be able to make up the Live Discussion Section or the Live Discussion Section 
Activity as the activities are intended to be completed as group work during the section. 
 
Office hours - Each TA and Professor Brown have set weekly office hours held via Zoom. Links for office hours are 
on the last page of each module on  Canvas. You are welcome to attend the office hours of any TA, not just your 
assigned TA. If you can’t make any of the set weekly office hours, email your TA or Professor Brown to set up a 
time outside of office hours to meet.  
 
Administrative 
Wait List - Some students will start the quarter on the waitlist for this course. Based on previous quarters, it is 
likely that if you are on the waitlist you will eventually make it into the course. If you are on the waitlist, please 
stay up to date with course content and complete all assignments for the course as if you were already enrolled. 
We recognize that until you are added to the course you may have a scheduling conflict with your assigned Live 
Discussion Section. You are encouraged but not required to attend your assigned Live Discussion Section while on 
the waitlist (it will not count against your grade if you do not attend). Once added to the course you are 
responsible for the information that was covered in previous Live Discussion Sections. If you are unable to attend, 
recordings will be made available to you and a short assignment will be required to demonstrate familiarity and 
understanding of covered LDS topics. If you have any questions or concerns, reach out to a TA or Dr. Brown. 
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Late Adds - If you are added late to the course, contact Dr. Brown or a TA immediately upon adding. You will be 
responsible for making up coursework and reviewing course content that was covered prior to you adding the 
course. TAs will give you specific instructions about when make-up assignments are due based on when you add 
the course.  
 
Cross Campus Students - As a Cross Campus student, you will need access to Canvas and UC Davis Library 
Resources. During the first week of instruction, you should receive an email with instructions to log on to these 
websites from the course TAs. If you have any issues accessing course content, Canvas or other materials, please 
email Dr. Brown or the TAs to ensure you remain on track to complete course assignments. While Dr. Brown and 
the TAs will work with you to make sure you have access to necessary resources, it is the students’ responsibility 
to communicate proactively if issues arise.  
 
Extenuating Circumstances - Extensions on assignment deadlines will be given to students experiencing 
extenuating circumstances (ie. illness, family emergencies, etc). Students should proactively communicate through 
the established course channels (email, Canvas, Office Hours) with Dr. Brown and their assigned TA when these 
experiences arise.  

● If a student experiences and illness that prevents them from attending Live Discussion Section or 
submitting an assignment, they must provide their TA or the instructor with appropriate documentation 
indicating that they could not attend LDS or submit their assignment on the prescribed day.  

● If a student experiences a family emergency, they need to email their assigned TA and/or Dr. Brown as 
soon as possible after the emergency has passed to negotiate new assignment deadlines.  

Email - Important course information will be regularly communicated via Canvas announcements and email. 
Ensure that your notification settings on Canvas are set so that new announcements are immediately sent to your 
inbox, and be sure to check your email regularly. When emailing Dr. Brown or a Teaching Assistant(s), please 
ensure that you copy both parties on an email to ensure streamlined communication and avoid repetitive 
messages. 
 
Content - There is no required textbook to purchase. All materials will be made available on Canvas. 
 
Where to turn in assignments - All assignments are to be turned in online via Canvas. The reading response 
assignments, short writing assignments, rough draft of final research paper, and final research paper will be turned 
in under the “Assignments” tab. 
 
Microsoft Word - Because this is a technology-driven, writing-heavy course, all students are required to install 
Microsoft Word on their computers and upload their documents in .doc or .docx files to Canvas. All UC Davis 
Students have access to a free download of Microsoft Office, including Microsoft Word. See 
http://officedownload.ucdavis.edu to download the software or contact UC Davis IET (https://iet.ucdavis.edu/) if 
you need additional assistance. If you are a Cross Campus student, please contact your campus’s IET to see if there 
is a similar arrangement for students at your campus. If there is not, please contact your TA.  
 
Due dates - Late assignments will be docked 10%  per day they are late. Extensions will be considered within 
reason when they are requested prior to the due date. 
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Academic honesty - University policy forbids academic dishonesty including copying another student’s work, 
paraphrasing, plagiarism, and cheating. 
 
Disability accommodations - If you are a student with a learning disability or similar difficulty and would like to 
discuss alternative academic accommodations, please let the instructors know during the first week of class and 
we will happily make appropriate arrangements. 
 
The instructor reserves the right to make changes to this syllabus at any time.  

 
 

 
5 

 
 
 



 

Course outline: 
 

Dates Module Component Information 

Week 1 
Introduction to PLS 
007v and Canvas 

Getting Started 
Dr. Brown and TAs- Syllabus 
and Canvas information 

Assignment: Personal 
Introduction 

Due before your assigned 
LDS 

Week 1 

Module 1: The 
History and Global 
Spread of Coffee 

Content, Part 1 
Peter Giuliano-The Specialty 
Coffee Association 

Content, Part 2 
Dr. Paul Gepts- The 
University of California, Davis 

LDS: The History and 
Global Spread of 
Coffee Your assigned time 

Reading Response 
Due before your assigned 
LDS 

Module 1 Quizzes 
Due before your assigned 
LDS 

Week 2 

Module 2: The 
Coffee Plant and 
Biophysical 
Landscape 

Content, Part 1 
Dr. Patrick Brown- The 
University of California, Davis 

Content, Part 2 
Dr. Amelie Gaudin- The 
University of California, Davis 

LDS: The Coffee Plant 
and Biophysical 
Landscape 

Watch pre-recorded videos 
on Canvas about library and 
writing resources 

Library Resources 
Feedback Survey Due Sunday 

Module 2 Quizzes 
Due before your assigned 
LDS 

Short Writing 
Assignment 1 Due Sunday 

Week 3 

Module 3: Coffee 
Genetics and 
Breeding  Content, Part 1 

Dr. Patrick Brown-The 
University of California, Davis 
Dr. Juan Medrano-The 
University of California, Davis 
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Content, Part 2 
Dr. Allen Van Deynze- The 
University of California, Davis 

LDS: Coffee Genetics 
and Breeding Your assigned time 

LDS: Coffee Genetics 
and Breeding 
Assignment 

Due on the day of your 
assigned LDS 

Module 3 Quizzes 
Due before your assigned 
LDS 

Reading Response 
Due before your assigned 
LDS 

Week 4 

Module 4: Coffee 
Economics and 
Marketing 

Content, Part 1 

Christoph 
Saenger-International Coffee 
Organization 

Content, Part 2 

Alejandro Cadena-Caravela 
Coffee 
Eric Mitchell-S&D Coffee 
and Tea 

LDS: Coffee 
Economics and 
Marketing Your assigned time 

LDS: Coffee 
Economics and 
Marketing Assignment 

Due on the day of your 
assigned LDS 

Module 4 Quizzes 
Due before your assigned 
LDS 

Short Writing 
Assignment 2 Due Sunday 

Feedback Survey 1 Due Sunday 

Week 5 
Module 5: Coffee 
Sustainability  Content, Part 1 

Melissa Wilson- Fair Trade 
USA 
Dr. Shadi Attallah- University 
of New Hampshire 
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Content, Part 2 

Piet Van Asten- Olam 
Christoph Saenger- 
International Coffee 
Organization 
Andrea Estrella- University of 
Muenster 

LDS: Coffee 
Sustainability Your assigned time 

LDS: Coffee 
Sustainability 
Assignment 

Due on the day of your 
assigned LDS 

Module 5 Quizzes 
Due before your assigned 
LDS 

Reading response 
Due before your assigned 
LDS 

Week 6 

Module 6: Coffee 
and International 
Development, Part 
1 

Content, Part 1 
Summer Lewis- True Roots 
International 

Content, Part 2 

Kate Polakiewicz- Catholic 
Relief Services 
Evie Smith- University of 
California, Davis 

LDS: Coffee and 
International 
Development Your assigned time 

LDS: Coffee and 
International 
Development, Part 1 
Assignment 

Due on the day of your 
assigned LDS 

Module 6 Quizzes 
Due before your assigned 
LDS 

Reading Response 
Due before your assigned 
LDS 

Short Writing 
Assignment 3: 
Annotated 
Bibliography for final  Due Sunday 
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writing assignment 

Week 7 

Module 7: Coffee 
and International 
Development, Part 
2 

Content, Part 1 

Kim Elena Ionescu- Specialty 
Coffee Association 
Aaron Davis- Royal Botanical 
Gardens, Kew 
Keara Farrelley- De La Gente 
Summer Lewis- True Roots 
International 

Content, Part 2 

Katie von der Lieth, 
University of California- 
Davis 

LDS: Coffee and 
International 
Development, Part 2 Your assigned time 

LDS: Coffee and 
International 
Development, Part 2 
Assignment 

Due on the day of your 
assigned LDS 

Module 7 Quizzes 
Due before your assigned 
LDS 

Reading Response 
Due before your assigned 
LDS 

Feedback Survey 2 Due Sunday 

Week 8 

Module 8: Coffee 
Research and 
Extension 

Content, Part 1 
Hanna Neuschuander- World 
Coffee Research 

Content, Part 2 

Dr. Bill Ristenpart- The 
University of California, Davis 
Dr. Shadi Attallah- University 
of New Hampshire 

LDS: Coffee Research 
and Extension Your assigned time 

LDS: Coffee Research 
and Extension 
Assignment 

Due on the day of your 
assigned LDS 

Module 8 Quizzes 
Due before your assigned 
LDS  
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Rough Draft of Final 
Paper Due Sunday 

Week 9 
Module 9: Coffee 
Postharvest 

Content, Part 1 
Emma Sage-Coffee Quality 
Institute 

Content, Part 2 Jay Ruskey-Frinj Coffee 

LDS: Coffee 
Postharvest Your assigned time 

LDS: Coffee 
Postharvest 
Assignment 

Due on the day of your 
assigned LDS 

Module 9 Quizzes 
Due before your assigned 
LDS 

Reading Response 
Due before your assigned 
LDS 

Peer Review of Rough 
Draft Due Sunday 

Week 10 
Module 10: Coffee 
Quality 

Content, Part 1 

Dr. Shawn Steinman- Coffea 
Consulting 
Dr. Molly Spencer-Monell 
Chemical Senses Center 

Content, Part 2 

Andrew Baker- Chocolate 
Fish Coffee Roasters 
Eileen Hassi- Ritual Coffee 
Roasters 
Aaron Van Der Groen- Ritual 
Coffee Roasters 
Molly Laverty- Farmer 
Brothers Coffee 

LDS: Coffee Quality Your assigned time 

LDS: Coffee Quality 
Assignment 

Due on the day of your 
assigned LDS 

Module 10 Quizzes 
Due before your assigned 
LDS 

Finals Week Finals Final Research Paper Due date TBD 
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