
 
19WV THE HISTORIAN'S WORKSHOP  

HOW TO TELL FACT FROM FICTION USING THE CLUES OF HISTORY  
(ALSO – ZOMBIES!) 

 
 
 

  

 

Prof. Juliette Levy 
Contact me via email or  

google hangout, skype twitter (@profjuliette), skype or facebook 
 
 

CLASS DESCRIPTION  
THIS IS A WRITING INTENSIVE CLASS.  THIS IS ALSO A HISTORY 
CLASS. AND IT’S AN ONLINE CLASS. THE COURSE MATERIAL IS 
ONLINE, BUT IN ORDER TO SUCCEED IN THIS CLASS YOU WILL 
HAVE TO SPEND CONSIDERABLE TIME DOING RESEARCH, 
READING AND WRITING. I HAPPEN TO THINK THIS IS A GREAT 
WAY TO SPEND A QUARTER, AND HOPE YOU DO TOO!  

  



 

 
CLASS OBJECTIVES: LEARN, THINK & WRITE  
 
Our objective this quarter will be to debunk historical myths and fallacies using primary 
sources, which are to the historian like DNA is to a CSI crew. These historical myths are like 
the undead zombies – they refuse to die. Think about the Mayan Apocalypse – there was 
ample evidence that the Mayans never predicted the end of the world on December 21st, 2012 
yet many people continued to believe that the Mayans were onto something and that terrible 
things were going to happen.  The story of the Mayan apocalypse prophecy was a zombie! 
 
LEARN 
Over the course of 10 weeks and 10 modules you will learn what primary sources are and 
how historians use them. You will be introduced to different historical chapters, events and 
people – but more than anything you will learn how historians use and analyze the clues 
History leaves behind.   
 
THINK & WRITE 
The goal of this class is to introduce you to the craft of History, and to teach you how to 
write like a historian. The benefit of knowing how to write like a historian is that it generally 
also means you will learn how to write - and by 'write' we don't mean that you are able to 
write a sentence. We know you can do that! But here, the point of writing is to articulate your 
thoughts and reasoning in such a way the 1) it is intelligible and persuasive and 2) it is 
relevant to the course material. 
 
You will measure your progress towards the objectives of the class by going through a series 
of exercises and assignments.  Each exercise will quickly reflect how you are doing in class. 
 If you are not hitting the high marks, you should be able to figure out why by looking at 
your score in the rubrics that accompany the assignments, or by speaking with your TA and 
or myself. Come talk to us if anything is causing you concern or trouble – that is why we are 
here! 
 
Every lecture will be accompanied by a series of writing and analysis exercises. The lessons 
from the exercises will be reinforced in the lectures and in discussion.  Think of the 
discussion sections as writing boot-camps. You will also attend workshops with the Writing-
Across-the Curriculum (WAC) program. ROCHELLE GOLD. She is a specially trained TA 
who will focus on specific writing exercises and techniques with you and transform you into 
awesome writers. 
  
WHAT’S THE DEAL WITH THE ZOMBIES? 
The only book you need to buy for this class is Max Brooks “World War Z: an oral history of 
the zombie war”. It is published widely, you can dowload it as an e-book, you can buy a used 
copy. It does not matter to me how you acquire the book, but you will need it. Is it a history 
book? No. Is it a great way to see how historical methods can produce great stories? Yes.  
This calss will also introduce you to the concept of “digital zombies”, and will teach you how 
to avoid becoming one. 
And last but not least, the class will actually teach you something about the history of the 
zombie concept, which developed largely on the island of Haiti during the dark years of 
slavery on this Caribbean island. 
 
HOW TO CONTACT US: 
 

YOU WILL FIND A LINK TO PIAZZA IN THE COURSE SITE  



THIS WILL BE OUR MAIN COMMUNICATION/ DISCUSSION/ ANNOUCEMENT HUB. 
 

1) PIAZZA: If you are unsure about an assignment, or are wondering about any of the 
readings or topics, the best thing to do is ask the group first. Post the question on Piazza. The 
TAs and I will be monitoring it, and we are also counting on class members to jump on if 
they know the answer to a question.  
2) POST TO TWITTER WITH #UCRHIST19WV: I urge everyone to get a twitter 
account and follow me @profjuliette . If your questions are short and can be answered with a 
simple yes or no, tweet them to us with the #ucrhist19WV. The answers will be quick and 
that way anyone else in class can check what updates/answers relevant to this class have been 
tweeted recently. 
3) GOOGLE CHAT/HANGOUT: all office hours, discussion sections and workshops will 
be on google hangout – your TA will send out links to the hangout session a few minutes 
before it is scheduled to start. I am also available outside of those times for individual e-
meetings. Find me, contact me, let's talk and solve the problem. 
4) LAST RESORT: EMAIL ME: this should be your last line of action. If all else fails, 
email me. I will either be able to respond or we will set up an e-appointment/hangout. Email 
me a summarized version of your questions (is it a question about methods, about an 
assignment, about history?) and let's schedule a meeting. 
  

• When sending me an email, please address it and sign it, and maintain a formal tone. 
MY NAME IS NOT MRS LEVY, MS LEVY, JULIETTE OR HEY – address me as such and 
don’t expect a response. 

• Please keep emails short and to the point. For longer discussion, let's make have a 
meeting. 

 
 
REQUIRED READING:  
 
Below are the only books you need to buy  (e-texts are ok). 
Max Brooks, “World War Z: an Oral History of the Zombie War”, Broadway Press, 2007 
(WWZ) 
 
You also need to read EVERYTHING posted on the course site 
 
 
GRADE BREAKDOWN, ATTENDANCE, EXAMS AND ASSIGNMENTS 

LECTURE MODULES:  obligatory – attendance/viewing of lecture modules is part of your 
grade  

DISCUSSIONS SECTIONS:  attendance obligatory. Your attendance is graded, as is 
your participation. If you do not participate in discussion, we will consider that equal 
to not coming to discussion. You will earn your discussion grade by responding to 
questions, asking questions and contributing to the learning experience.  

WAC WORKSHOPS: attendance is obligatory : you must attend 3 different workshops to 
earn the 5% grade. If you attend more than 3 workshops and meet with the TA more than 
once – you will earn an immediate 5% grade bump on your final grade. 

 
 
Grading:  



- Lectures (with built-in quizzes) 10% 
- Readings (WWZ & assigned in modules) 15% 
- Writing assignments 15% 
- Research project part 1 (midterm) 20% 
- Research project part 2 (final) 20% 
- Discussion sections 15% 
WAC workshop attendance 5% 

(+5% if attendance exceeds requirement)  
 

 
QUIZZES: You will have quizzes built-into the lectures and weekly quizzes on the readings. 
The reading quizzes will always be due on Thursday – keep you eye on those deadlines. You 
can take the quizzes at any time BEFORE the deadline. The quiz disappears when the 
deadline is reached. You will have three hours to complete each quiz. 
 
WRITING ASSIGNMENTS: The prompts and supporting material will be outlined in that 
week’s module and due every Friday. You can upload your assignments any time BEFORE 
the deadline. Once the deadline has passed, the link becomes inactive – so keep your eye on 
the deadlines! 
 
RESEARCH PROJECT 1: This is a multi-week research project, also known as the 
“Digital Zombies” project. You will be earning points towards this project over the first 6 
weeks of the course, in what the project calls “missions”. Once you enroll in class you will 
see instructions on how to complete it, and “missions” related to this project will be due 
every Sunday. 
 
RESEARCH PROJECT 2: This is an independent research essay be based on the work you 
did for the Digital Zombies project. In addition to using your previous research, you will be 
creating your own primary source. You will need to write at least 1500 words for the final 
essay. Instructions on this project will be clarified when you enroll in the course. 
 
YOUR FINAL GRADE is a composite of your performances in many different venues. The 
research projects are very important, but you need to succeed in all other assignments to get 
an A. All the assignments build towards your skill-set, so don’t skip any steps. You’ll lose 
points and you’ll miss out on learning important skills.  



 

 

GROUND RULES 
This class does not offer make up quizzes or exams. 

This class does not allow late papers/exams. 
Please do not ask for them. 

 
The links where you will upload the assignments/projects will 

disappear at the deadline. 
Emailed papers will not be accepted.  It is your obligation to upload 

papers on time - upload them well ahead of the deadline. 
 
If you have a life -threatening illness or life-altering loss that makes it 
impossible for you to comply with these rules, contact us well ahead of 
time, provide proof of the condition and we will consider alternatives.  
 

 
 

CHECKLIST: In order to complete this class you will need to: 
 
! take 10 quizzes  
! write 8 short (250-500 word) responses/essays 
! do 1 peer-assessed writing exercise  
! fulfill all the steps in research project 1  
! write a research project 2 
! participate and attend online discussion, contribute to Piazza Q&A 
! attend all WAC workshops 

 

A FEW SUGGESTIONS TO KEEP IN MIND 

- Do not cheat, copy or plagiarize. If you do, your grade in class will be zero.  #epic fail 
- Upgrade you laptop software to the most recent version. 
- Find a strong and stable wifi connection – slow connections will make google hangouts 
difficult. If you don’t have a strong connection at home, connect on campus. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

LESSON/MODULE PLAN 

Week 1 Topic: How to succeed in this online class 

Lecture: why primary sources? why zombies? Why online? 

Quiz on readings due Thursday: NYT article (link), “Introduction” in World War Z, Max Brooks; 
“Introduction to the Undead”, in Theories of International politics and Zombies, Daniel Drezner.  

Writing assignment due Friday: write a letter about your first day on campus. Minimum 150 words. Post it to 
Piazza tofolder “first week”. 

Research project 1: upload missions 1-4 by Sunday 

Week 2 Topic: Myths and Maps 

Lectures: 1) The history of Zombies; 2) how maps lie 

Quiz on readings: WWZ “Warnings & Blame”; exceprt from “Mapping Latin America” 

Writing assignment: Analyze primary source in context of film clip about discovery of the Americas. Min. 
400 words. 

Research Project 1: upload mission 5-7 

Week 3 Topic: Letters- Points of View and their intent 

Lectures: Letters and power : Hernán Cortés, Abigail Adams and Charles Darwin,  

Quiz on readings: WWZ, “The Great Panic”; Bernal Diaz del Castillo “The True History of the Conquest of 
New Spain”; choose one / many letters from Abigail Adams letters to John Adams here: 
http://www.masshist.org/digitaladams/archive/browse/letters_AA.php, Charles Darwin – any letter(s) on 
http://www.darwinproject.ac.uk/ 

Writing assignment: find a primary source among your readings – and explain what makes it a primary 
source – then write your own letter (based on what you posted to piazza on week 1) to two different people – 
write a letter giving your impressions of your first day/weeks of the quarter to your mom/father/close 
relative and the same topic in a letter to an employer/surpervisor. Minimum length of each letter – 150 
words. 

Research project 1: upload missions 8-13 

Week 4 Topic: Paintings as primary sources   

Lectures: In the absence of Instagram, paintings. How painters and paintings reveal the society for which 
they were created. also: watch the Khan Academy clips on the Haitian Revolution.  

Quiz on readings: WWZ “Turning the Tide” http://race-in-colonial-mexico.net/colonialrace/items ;  

Writing assignment: Go to local museum and find a historical painting. In 400 words or more describe at 
least the following: 1) what is the painting is depicting, 2) when was it painted? 3) who is the painter – what 
is her/his name, but also, what else can you find out about this person? 4) what is the connection, if any, 
between the painting and where it hangs (ie why in this museum or in that particular museum exhibit). Feel 
free to expand. Upload your essay by Friday – on Friday you will be assigned 3 essays by your classmates 
to read and review. That deadline is Sunday. 

Research project 1: upload missions 14-15  

Week 5 

 

Topic: Photos & films  

Lectures: how technology changes the evidence – photography, mass production of images and propaganda 
in the Mexican Revolution and the 20th century. 

Quiz on readings: WWZ “Home Front USA”; Huntington exhibit of WW1 propaganda (attached); file of 



photographs of slaves and Afro-Brazilians at end of 19th C from Moreira institute 

Writing assignment: Compare clip from Frank Capra’s “Why we fight” to “Victory at Avalon” about the 
Battle of 5 Colleges in WWZ. Min 350 words.  

Extra credit: Find one example of feel-good imagery on your campus. Take a pic and upload to Piazza to 
folder “marketing/propaganda” 

Research project 1: upload mission 16  

Week 6 Topics: Newspapers, radio and TV: how to read the news like a primary source 

Lectures: WW2 and the Cold War, The US and the USSR and two versions of history 

Quiz on readings: WWZ “Around the world and above”; newspaper articles posted in module 

Writing assignment: write a 200 word news report about the first day on campus as per the evidence 
provided in the piazza folder “first week”.  

Research project 1: finish project – upload final mission 

Week 7 Topic: Diaries – the not so secret secrets of historical diaries 

Lecture: How do you read between the lies of a personal text? 

Quiz on readings: WWZ “Total War”; read  “Martha Ballard: diary of a midwife”; “Diary of Anne Frank” 
and “The Motorcycle Diaries” by Che Guevara. 

Writing assignment: Write a diary entry about your first day in class/on campus (see week 1 piazza posting) 
as if you were Martha Ballard, Anne Frank and Che Guevara. 100 words minimum per entry 

Research project 2: Your task now is to rewrite history. You need to think about an alternate outcome to the 
current understanding of a chapter in history and create a fake primary source to support it. This week you 
should take time to look over your research project 1 and see how you can use some of this work to propel 
your research project #2. 

Week 8 Topic: False histories 

Lecture: Hoaxes, lies and half truths 

Context for the lecture: Listen to Act One of This American Life episode #409: Held Hostage and then 
Listen to all of episode #460 of This American Life: Retraction. Audio link here 

Quiz on readings: WWZ “Good Byes”, excerpt /review of Billionaires Vinegar, excerpt / comment on “I, 
Rigoberta Menchú” 

Writing assignment/ research project 2: upload first draft of final essay (500 words minimum): what part of 
history are you “faking”? How will your primary source contribute to changing the current understanding of 
events? What historical sources (real ones!) are your using to support your hoax? 

Week 9 Topic: public history 
 
Lecture: how museums create history 
 
Quiz on readings: TBA 

Writing assignment/ Research project 2: your fake primary source – upload a text if that is what it is. If it is 
an image or an artefact, upload a picture of it. In both case – contextualize the primary source. What is it? 
Where was it found? What is its date or creation – how do you know? Who is supposed to be its author? 
How might this change the current history? 

Week 10 Topic: systems, networks, wikipedia and history 

Lecture: Algorythms and digital zombies  

Quiz on readings: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Search_engine_optimization,	  more tba. 



Writing assignment/research project 2:upload 2nd draft of project: introduce the primary source, 
explore existing knowledge of history and analyze the source to demonstrate its validity in 
rewriting history. You can add video footage of pressconference, twitter exchanges about the 
discovery, reddit discussions about the validity of the source and Fox/CNN calling you a liar or a 
hero. You choose the narrative arc! 

 

Week 11 

FINALS 
WEEK 

Upload final research project  

 


