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This syllabus is subject to change. The course website has additional information. 
 

Course Description 

 

“The Reel Beatles” is a course designed to tell students the story of the 
Beatles through visual media. This ten-class journey compresses the 80+ 
years of their lives and the enormous impact they had on the world.   
  

Through their most impactful television performances, the movies they 
made as a group, their promotional videos, their landmark broadcast 
moments, the documentaries they made while still together, the television 
interviews they did after the group broke up, the dozens of films made 
about them and using their music made since 1970, and the official multi-
part documentary history of the group they did together....that will make up 
the greatest portion of the homework for the course. 
 

The course consists of pre-recorded lectures, but primarily online 
screenings, listening to music, and written assignments. 
 

This class is fully asynchronous. Students do not need to be online at a 
specific time or report to a physical location for any portion of the class. 
There will be optional weekly Zoom sessions with me on Mondays: 3-4 pm-

-group conversation; 4-5 pm--office hours.  

 

Course Objectives 

 

This course will have many learning objectives, but here are the primary 
goals I have for you:  



● Study one of the most important artistic, cultural and sociopolitical 
phenomena of the 20th century. 

● Contextualize the Beatles story by also learning about post-WWII 
England and the impact of the war, America, and American culture on 
the British; also learn about the cultural movements in the U.S. and the 
U.K. in the 1960s, one of the most chaotic decades of the past sixty 
years, and the still-felt impact of those movements. 

● Understand, from the Beatle Anthology and interviews with them, how 
artists are influenced by what comes before them, how the best ones 
take that influence and create something new, and how what they create 
can influence the generations that follow. 

● Understand the power of music as presented through the visual medium 
as, over the course of a few years, the Beatles became part of the 
invention of the music video (leading the way to MTV) and reality 
television (through the first and last Beatles documentaries shot cinema 
verité style). 

● Learn that, regardless of the circumstances that lead to the creation of 
great art, it is ultimately the art that survives and thrives, long after the 
“origin” story has become a larger-than-life myth. 

● By focusing on the Beatles visual presentation, we will get a “deep-dive” 
look at how their career unfolded, exploded and was ultimately 
memorialized in the media: television, film, promotional video, 
documentary, on the concert stage and even in narrative, dramatic films. 

● Understand how the Beatles were the first group to become outspoken 
when it came to religion and politics and how in America, that affected 
their popularity and their personal safety. 

● Understand how a musical group can become iconic and ultimately 
something of “a brand” too, one which continues to be managed to both 
increase its value and crucially, at the same time, not diminish or tarnish 
its significance. Unlike, for example, Elvis Presley’s. 

● You will also learn to watch visual material critically; to assimilate 
information from disparate audio/visual sources, books, 
contemporaneous journalism, and first-person interviews and to draw 
conclusions and express those conclusions in clear, concise writing. 

 

Course Requirements 

 

Students are responsible for keeping up with lecture presentations and 
required screenings. The following are also required: 
 



1 – Weekly Discussion Board (10 posts total, lowest score dropped) 
2 – Papers (there will be two reports and a final project) 

 

Grading 

 

Your grade will be based on the following distribution: 
 

Discussion Board        25% 

Major Report #1                                                                            25% 

Major Report #2                                                                            25% 

Final Project          25% 

 

Discussion Board posts may vary but will typically ask for a written 
response to the week’s material (videos, audio, readings), approximately 100 
words each post.  
 

Posts are designed for students to engage with one another; for full credit 
(10 pts. each post), students are required to comment on at least two 
classmate’s posts by the deadline. The comments should be approximately 
50 words. Complete, coherent responses are expected, but students may 
receive partial credit for incomplete answers, or when they do not comment 
on another post. 
 

 

Grading Scale  

 

Final grades will be rounded up or down to the closest integer.  
 

97-100 A+ / 94-96 A / 90-93 A-  
87-89 B+ / 84-86 B / 80-83 B- 77-79  
C+ / 74-76 C / 70-73 C- 67-69  
D+ / 64-66 D / 60-63 D- / 59-below F  
 

Communication 

  
If you have a question, please, first check the course website & the syllabus. 
If you cannot find the answer, email the professor. 
 

If you are having technical difficulties, please contact the course website 
administrators at online@tft.ucla.edu 

 

mailto:online@tft.ucla.edu


Late Policies 

 

Please note that each assignment is due not only on a particular day but by 
a particular time, PDT.  Discussion Board posts may not be completed 
late. Late papers will be marked down 3 points every hour, without exception. 
Late papers will not be accepted after 24 hours. 
 

Required Prep Work 

 

All required screenings, listening assignments, et al can be found on the 
course website. No textbook is required. 
 

Academic Integrity 

 

We will not accept or excuse any indication of plagiarism. Written 
assignments must be solely the work of the student submitter. Compiling 
writing by pasting together extracts from websites or from other students’ 
papers is unacceptable. All papers must be submitted through Turnitin 
(instructions on our course website). UCLA policies on academic integrity 
may be viewed at: https://www.deanofstudents.ucla.edu/Individual-Student-
Code 

 

Academic Accommodations for Students with Disabilities 

 

Students needing academic accommodations based on a disability should 
contact the Center for Accessible Education (CAE) at (310) 825-1501 or in 
person at Murphy Hall A255. When possible, students should contact the 
CAE within the first two weeks of the term as reasonable notice is needed 
to coordinate accommodations. For more information visit 
www.cae.ucla.edu. Disability accommodations needs should be 
communicated to the instructor and/or Teaching Assistant before 
assignments are due unless there are extenuating circumstances.  
 

Office Hours 

 

I will be leading a group discussion Mondays 3-4 pm and office hours 
Mondays 4-5 pm. Individual appointments can be made at other times via 
email request. 
 

https://www.deanofstudents.ucla.edu/Individual-Student-Code
https://www.deanofstudents.ucla.edu/Individual-Student-Code
http://www.cae.ucla.edu/


Undergraduate Writing Center 

 

The Undergraduate Writing Center offers UCLA undergraduates free, one-
on-one feedback and support on their writing. The UWC is staffed by Peer 
Learning Facilitators (PLFs), fellow students who understand the 
challenges of writing at UCLA. PLFs are trained to help at any stage in the 
writing process, with writing assignments from any class, as well as 
research projects and application materials. They tailor meetings to the 
concerns of each writer. Book an appointment or learn more: uwc.ucla.edu.  
 
 
SCHEDULE 

 

Class One            BECOMING THE BEATLES 

 

LECTURE:  The focus of this class will be on the origin stories of the 
individual Beatles and how they began making music together. We’ll also 
look at popular music in England before Rock and Roll, and the birth of 
Rock and Roll in America. 
 

Screenings will include such documentaries as “The Early Days of Rock 
and Roll” and “The Beatles Anthology Part 1 and Part 2.” 

 

For each class, there will be selected playlists. 
 

For each class, Professor Leaf will also interview relevant figures in the 
Beatles story. In Class 1, those interviews will include conversations with 
two figures also from Liverpool, the Beatles’ city of birth, and knew them 
before they were famous. 
   

Discussion Post 1: Due Sunday at 11:59 pm PDT.  
 

Class Two         THE BEATLES BREAKTHROUGH…1963 

 

Lecture: First in England, then on the European Continent, the Beatles 
become big stars; Beatlemania is born.  At the same time, their records flop 
in America. 
 

Screenings will include “The Beatles Anthology Part 3” as well as their 
earliest television appearances. 
 



For Class Two, Professor Leaf will interview Peter Asher, the head of A&R 
for Apple, the Beatles record company.  Paul McCartney, one of the 
Beatles, lived in the Asher home from 1963-1967.  This class will also 
include conversations with the two most distinguished British Beatles 
historians, Mark Lewisohn and Richard Buskin. 
 

Discussion Post 2: Due Sunday at 11:59 pm PDT. 
 

 
Class Three         The Beatles Invade America, 1964 

 

Class 3 

 

Lecture: From their first hit to their landmark appearance on “The Ed 
Sullivan Show,” 1964 is the year that the Beatles launch the British 
Invasion, in less than two weeks conquer America, change the face of 
popular music at home and abroad, and then head home to make their first 
movie, “A Hard Day’s Night.” 

 

Screening: -   “The Ed Sullivan Show” (Three appearances) 

                        “The Beatles 1st Visit” (feature documentary) 
                        “CBS News: 50 Years Later” 
 

Professor Leaf will interview Vince Calandra, a production assistant on 
“The Ed Sullivan Show” who was the liaison between the program and the 
group as well as the 2nd Unit Director on “The Beatles At Shea.”    Professor 
Leaf will also talk about the impact of “The Ed Sullivan Show” and 
Beatlemania and their music with Elliot Easton, the lead guitarist for Rock 
and Roll Hall of Fame group, The Cars. 
 

Discussion Post 3: Due Sunday at 11:59 pm PDT. 
 

Week Four       Worldwide Beatlemania, 1964-1966 

 

Lecture :   The Beatles return to England and the next two and a half years 
are non-stop. Shooting movies, making promotional films, TV appearances, 
and, of course, making records and constantly touring. Europe, England, 
Asia, “Down Under,” and massive tours in the U.S.  
 

Perhaps the peak of the touring years is their concert at Shea Stadium. 



Their worldwide popularity explodes.  But there are two specific instances 
where their lives are endangered not by eager fans but on fans who turn on 
them. By mid-1965, if not sooner, writing songs and making great records 
became their primary focus, their artistic aim, and by the summer of 1966, 
they had played their last concert.  Ever. 
 

Screening:   “A Hard Day’s Night” 

                    “You Can’t Do That: The Making of ‘A Hard Day’s Night’” 

                    “Help” 

                    “The Beatles At Shea” 
                    “The Beatles Anthology Part 4 and Part 5” 

                     The Beatles Promotional Films 

 

Discussion Post 4: Due Sunday at 11:59 pm PDT. 
 

Week Five        The Studio Years, 1965-1968  

 

Lecture:  This class will look at the time when they make many of the 
recordings that would be most impactful. We will look at the most creative 
phase of their writing and recording career, their journey from being 
hitmakers to artists (starting with Side Two of the “Help” soundtrack to 
“Rubber Soul” and beyond, making what almost everybody agrees is the 
most influential music of their career). 
 

The visual narrative of the Beatles story changes dramatically too. They 
disappear from the concert stage, the promo films become stand-ins as 
they no longer go on live TV.  Except for one memorable moment when 
they play live for over a quarter billion people around the world. 
 

After being omnipresent for four years, it almost seems that they’ve 
become invisible.  
 

Screening:     “The Beatles Anthology Part 6 and Part 7” 

                      “Twenty Years Ago Today: The making of Sgt. Pepper” 
                       “Magical Mystery Tour” 
                       “Yellow Submarine” 

                       “Let It Be” 
 

Professor Leaf will interview Rick Farmiloe about the Beatles animated 
work. 
 



Discussion Post 5: Due Sunday at 11:59 pm PDT. 
 

Week Six         And In The End, 1969-1970 

 

Lecture:  After the somewhat uncomfortable filming of recording sessions 
for a television special are shelved, the Beatles story will reach its creative 
climax with “Abbey Road,” an album that many regard as their greatest of 
all time. 
 

Then, those sessions from early 1969 are edited and become “Let It Be,” 
the last film the four Beatles would ever make together.  It is released 
theatrically at almost the exact moment when Paul McCartney announces 
that he’s left the group.  It’s quite remarkable to realize that the Beatles 
entire recording career was only seven years. 
 

Professor Leaf will interview Michael Lindsay-Hogg, the director of “Let It 
Be,” the last authorized film the Beatles made together. 
 

Screening:    The Beatles Anthology Part 8 

                     The One To One Concert 
                     “The Concert for BanglaDesh” 

                     “Above Us Only Sky” 
 

Discussion Post 6: Due Sunday at 11:59 pm PDT. 
 

Report #1 is due Sunday at 9 a.m. PDT. 
 

Week Seven       The Solo Years, 1970-1980 

 

Lecture: Each of the Beatles goes his own way.   
 

The Beatles story now seems to be in the rear view mirror. By 1980, ten 
years after they split, a ten-year period during which all four of them never 
worked together…were never even in the same room together… fans start 
to think that the hurt feelings of this public family fight may finally be 
healing.   
 

And then, with but three weeks left in 1980, John Lennon is 
murdered.  He’s only forty years old. Horribly, Lennon’s murder is the 
biggest Beatles story since they broke up.  It leads the nightly news, it 



dominates the conversation, as John’s death is not just sudden, tragic and 
heartbreaking, but truly marks the end of the Beatles. 
 

Professor Leaf interviews Laurence Juber, who played lead guitar in Paul 
McCartney’s group “Wings” and Elliot Mintz, for nearly a half-century the 
spokesperson for John Lennon and Yoko Ono. 
 

Screening:   “Imagine” 

                    “The U.S. Vs. John Lennon” 
                    “Wings Over America” 
 

Discussion Post 7: Due Sunday at 11:59 pm PDT. 
 

Lesson 8    The Solo Years 1980-1995 

 

The 15 years after John’s death are filled with an enormous amount of solo 
Beatles activity: George’s surprising new super group, “The Travelling 
Wilburys” which includes Bob Dylan, is a success, Paul tours constantly, 
releases a number of great records, continues to have big hits. 
 

While the group’s induction into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame was not the 
kind of celebratory occasion it could have been, the good news for Beatles 
fans is that in the 1990s, Paul, George, and Ringo began working on a new 
project. 
 

Professor Leaf interviews Andrew Solt, the producer director of “Imagine” 

 

Screening:      The Beatles Anthology bonus material 
 

Discussion Post 8: Due Sunday at 11:59 pm PDT. 
 
Report #2 is due Sunday at 9 a.m. PDT. 
 

Lesson 9 

 

9)The “Threatles”  
 

What brings them together is The Beatles Anthology. 
 



The long talked about official Beatles documentary, originally called “The 
Long & Winding Road,” is finally in production, and the three Beatles and 
Yoko find a way to tell the story from the inside. 
 

The eagerly-awaited “Anthology” becomes a television event, a series of hit 
compilation CDs.  Evena new hit record. 
 

Lecture:  Professor Leaf interviews Laura Gross, who worked for many 
years creating EPKs for Paul McCartney and also worked on “The Beatles 
Anthology;” Professor Leaf will also interview Mark Lewisohn who had a 
significant role in “The Beatles Anthology.” 

 

Screening:     “The Concert for George” 
                      “Living In The Material World” 

                      “Eight Days A Week: The Touring Years” 

                     
Discussion Post 9: Due Sunday at 11:59 pm PDT. 
 

Class 10     The 21st Century Beatles 

 

Lecture:  From Video Games to theatrical films that use their music, from 
concerts to tribute shows, one in the wake of George’s death, an endless 
series of awards and honors, the surviving Beatles have become working 
icons, “living history” who bathe in each successive generation’s idolatry.   
 

The Beatles have now become part of a long-past time, yet remain symbols 
of that era and the creators of music that has been passed down by 
parents and grandparents, from “Baby Boomers” to “Generation X” to 
“Millennials” to “Generation Z.”  
 

It seems that the only music that they all have in common is “The Beatles.” 

 

Professor Leaf will interview Nigel Sinclair, the producer of “Living In The 
Material World” and “Eight Days A Week.” 

 

Screening: 
                      “All Together Now: The Beatles at Cirque du Soleil” 

                    “The Night That Changed America: A Grammy Salute To The 
Beatles” 
                    “How The Beatles Rocked The Kremlin” 



                    “How The Beatles Changed The World” 

                    “Yesterday” 
 

Discussion Post 10: Due Sunday at 11:59 pm PDT. 
 

Final project is due Sunday at 9 a.m. PDT. 
 


