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SOC 168: Development of Sociological Theory  

AKA Classical Sociological Theory 

Fall 2021 

5 units 

 

Contact Information 

Victoria Reyes, Assistant Professor 

Department of Gender & Sexuality Studies, University of California, Riverside 

Office Hours: 9:30-11am PDT Mondays and 3:30-5pm on Wednesdays, via zoom: 

https://ucr.zoom.us/j/6079319754 

 

What are office hours? They are hours I, and each of the TAs, set aside each week to talk to you 

about any questions you have regarding lecture, readings, exams, and the class in general. We 

encourage you to come to office hours, so we can get a chance to know you better!  

  

Email 

The best way to reach me is via email at vreyes@ucr.edu. Please include “SOC 168” and the 

topic of your email in the email’s subject line (for example, your subject line could be: SOC 

168: Question about exam 1). I frequently check my email; however, I cannot guarantee an 

instant response.  As a rule, I will try my best to respond within 48 hours. However, I do not 

generally respond to email on weekends or after 7pm on weeknights. Please do not wait until the 

last second to email me – the sooner you contact me, the sooner we can figure out a solution to 

the issue at hand! I also encourage you to ask questions during lecture, discussion section, and to 

your TA, and to first check the syllabus to see if your question(s) are answered here.  

 

Teaching Assistants (TAs):  

Your discussion section will be led by a TA. Below is information about the TAs for the class, 

including their email addresses and office hours:   

 

Miriam Sharkey: I'm a second-year grad student with interests in social psychology and political 

economy and social change.  

- My discussion sections are 021, 022, and 023 (all Thursday sections).   

- My (virtual) office hours will be from 9am-10:30am and 2pm-3:30pm all on Thursdays.   

- Zoom link to discussion 

section: https://ucr.zoom.us/j/98793832823?pwd=ejdyeERPZmVGY3E2V3cvazJCL3Vo

UT09 

- Zoom link to office hours: https://ucr.zoom.us/my/mshar062 

- My email:: mshar062@ucr.edu 

 

Tyler Cohen is a second-year sociology graduate student at UCR and is moving back to 

southern California for the first time since 2017, when he left a job at a Claremont elementary 

school's after-school program to teach English in southern Thailand. Since pursuing a career in 

sociology, Tyler's areas of focus have been time-use, public space, active leisure, and Zygmunt 

Bauman's notion of community as a needs-meeting safety net.  

https://ucr.zoom.us/j/6079319754
https://ucr.zoom.us/j/98793832823?pwd=ejdyeERPZmVGY3E2V3cvazJCL3VoUT09
https://ucr.zoom.us/j/98793832823?pwd=ejdyeERPZmVGY3E2V3cvazJCL3VoUT09
https://ucr.zoom.us/my/mshar062
mailto:mshar062@ucr.edu
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- Discussion sections: 024, 025, and 026 (all Friday sections).   

- Office hours: Wednesdays from 9-12noon 

- Link to zoom for discussions and office hours: https://ucr.zoom.us/j/93263244752  

 

Learning goals 

We are continuing to live in the midst of a global pandemic and the continued mass 

mobilizations against anti-Black racism and in support of Black Lives Matter. Children are 

separated from their parents at the border, and science is under attack, among other pressing 

issues of contemporary life. These are things that are occurring not only within the US but also 

globally. Thank you for showing up.  

 

The goal of this 10-week course is to introduce you to classical sociological theory. We’ll 

discuss what is theory and why it’s important, as well as the distinction about what makes a 

theory “classical.” 

 

Why study classical theory? 

With everything going on in the world, why study classical theory (aside from this class being a 

requirement for majors)? Classical theory is generally concerned with problems of social order, 

change and inequality. In this class, we’ll discuss what theory is and why it’s important, as well 

as the distinction about what makes a theory “classical.”  

 

It’s important to note that the things we’ll talk about are not politically or culturally neutral. 

They have very real ramifications for individuals, organizations, and societies. Given that this is 

a theory course, this can be a bit frustrating, particularly since the majority of theorists we’ll 

discuss are of a particular demographic (old, white, men). Another course on the sociology of 

science or sociology of knowledge would deconstruct why it is we have the canon we do (see for 

example, Aldon Morris’ The Scholar Denied about how WEB Du Bois, a Black scholar, was 

systematically erased from the canon).  

 

For this course, we take the canon for granted. However, one goal of this course is to see 

research as a conversation and theory as a way to make sense of the world. In that respect, you 

are encouraged – nay, required – to critically engage in the theories we discuss. Theories are not 

just abstract principles that arose in a vacuum; rather they were created by particular people, in a 

particular place and time, who themselves occupied particular social positions and studied 

particular things in social life.  

 

As you learn classical theory, you should first understand the historical context in which the 

theorist is writing and then seek to understand importance of their contributions/pieces, and why 

they’ve persisted over time. Finally, I will challenge you to think about whether and/or how 

these theories are applicable for today and their limitations (e.g., what are the ways they do and 

do not hold up; think about both the strengths and weaknesses of arguments).  

 

After this course, you will be able to (e.g., learning objectives):  

(1) Explain what classical theory is and why it’s important 

(2) Compare and contrast major figures in sociology and their contributions 

https://ucr.zoom.us/j/93263244752 


3 

(3) Describe how research and theory are scholarly conversations 

(4) Apply your knowledge of classical sociological theory to current events 

(5) Explain the possible limitations of classical theory 

 

Our expectations of you:  

- Prepare for and participate in both asynchronous lecture activities and discussion 

sections (see TA for details) 

- Read assigned materials before class and bring readings to your discussion section 

- Study: that is, do not just skim materials; rather grapple with what the authors are trying 

to say and why, what is important about what they are saying, and critically thinking 

about how these theories may or may not apply today 

- Ask any questions you have→ if you are unsure of something, it’s likely others are too! 

- Be an active agent in your own learning; that is, you will get as much out of this class as 

you put in. We are here to help you grapple with sociological thinking, and expect you to 

be engaged with the class readings, lecture, discussion sections, and activities 

 

What you can expect from us (your professor and teaching assistants):  

- Be prepared for asynchronous lecture activities and materials and for discussion sections 

- Be available for our office hours 

- Answer questions you have 

- See you as an active agent in your own learning 

- Be transparent in our grading 

- Seek your feedback about the course  

- Provide opportunities for you to bring in your own interests to class topics (in 

assignments and discussion sections) 

 

Readings, lecture materials, and activities will be posted in Canvas under “Modules” → 

subfolder by week  

 

Course Prerequisites 

- SOC 003 

- SOC 005 

- Access to an electronic device such as a computer to access materials 

 

Course Structure, Format and Grading 

Each part of the class is meant to complement one another, and each has a different purpose.  

 

- Lectures are meant to introduce you to a wide array of topics, link readings, and spur 

your sociological imagination and are aimed at helping you achieve all four of the course 

objectives, or what we expect you to be able to do after you finish this course 

- Zoom fatigue is real. Rather than getting burned out by meeting twice a week for 

lecture and another time for discussion sections, the “lectures” will be 

asynchronous – that means you will watch the videos, read the material and do 

the activities/polls at a time you are able. I will keep the length of the videos 

short, so there will be multiple videos posted. However, please try to stay on track 

week-to-week and not fall too far behind, since the quarter system moves quickly! 
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All materials will be posted no later than the date/time of class, which are 

scheduled to be Mondays and Wednesdays from 11am to 12:20pm PDT.  

- We will also have synchronous meetings to help develop a class community. This 

means that we will meet virtually “live” during the time listed on the course 

schedule – 11am-12:20pm PDT. This includes the first day (for introductions) and 

meetings to explain exam/final paper assignments and the rubric, both of which 

will be posted on Canvas under “Modules” and the subfolder with “exam” or 

“creative assignment” or “final paper” as the title. These “live” virtual meetings 

are optional. Links for live sessions will be in Canvas under “Modules.” See the 

following: 

- September 27th: introductions 

- Oct 11th: I will post creative assignment (and rubric) and will be live to 

explain and answer any questions 

- Oct 18th: Live session to answer any questions, creative assignment due 

11:59pm 

- November 10th: I will post exam instructions (and rubric) and will be live 

to explain and answer any questions 

- November 17th: Live session to explain and answer any questions; exam 

due 11:59pm 

- November 22nd: I will post final paper (and rubric) and will be live to 

explain and answer any questions 

- Will poll about a final live session for Q&A on final paper 

 

- Discussion sections are meant to engage you in deeper thinking through discussions and 

activities. These will be mostly synchronous – or meeting during the specified day and 

time on banner. These sections and the activities you’ll do are aimed at helping you 

achieve all five of the course objectives, or what we expect you to be able to do after you 

finish this course 

- Note: TAs may arrange their sections differently, however each discussion section 

is organized around discussion, engagement, and active learning 

 

- You’ll get the main content of the course through the assigned readings, and they are 

important because they also will help you achieve all four of the course objectives, or 

what we expect you to be able to do after you finish this course 

 

- Creative assignment is meant to evaluate what you’ve learned, including comparing and 

contrasting major theorists and their contributions and applying your interests to the 

topics in the course. Your only limitation is your creativity! For example, you may 

choose to create a visual essay, where you choose a series of visual objects (such as 

photos, illustrations, products, and advertisements) and discuss how these images relate 

to class concepts and the essay prompts in a cohesive analytical narrative. You may also 

choose to create a storyboard or graphic comic to illustrate in narrative form an 

explanation/definition of the concept. You will accompany your storyboard with a 

rationale of how the scenes you depict explain your concepts/answers to the question(s).  
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- Exam and the final paper are meant to evaluate what you’ve learned including comparing 

and contrasting major theorists and their contributions and applying your interests in the 

course through the required essays. You will workshop your final paper in your final 

discussion section.  

 

Grades: 

Creative assignment: 25% 

Exam: 25% (short answer/essay, turned in with either a .doc, .docx, or .pdf format) 

Final paper: 25% (5-7 page paper, turned in with either a .doc, .docx, or .pdf format) 

Discussion section: 25% (20% participation, 5% end-of-the-term reflection) 

 

A+ (97-100), A (94-96), A- (90-93), B+ (87-89), B (84-86), B- (80-83), C+ (77-79), C (74-76), 

C- (70-73), D+ (67-69), D (64-66), D- (60-63), F (59 and below) 

 

 

Course policies and learner support 

 

Names and Pronouns 

Many of you may find that your names and pronouns do not match what is listed on official 

university rosters.  I will gladly honor any and all name and pronoun corrections (this also 

includes nicknames).  I also realize that having these conversations can be complex, so know that 

there is no pressure to share if you are not in that place. It is never too early or too late to make a 

name correction; you can let me and your TA know at any point in the semester. FYI, mine are 

she/her. In general, you should call professors “Professor Last Name” unless they give you 

permission. Otherwise, it may come across rude.  

 

Class Environment 

Respectfully disagree.  You are entitled to an informed opinion; you are not entitled to an 

uninformed one. This means that you will be expected to present your claims respectfully, and to 

back your claims with evidence from the course. That being said, an expectation of respect is not 

meant to limit or suppress debate or disagreement. Learning how to disagree respectfully is a 

lifetime skill. 

 

Expectations for Online Communication and Discussion Section  

This class is based on active learning principles, therefore participation is required. However, we 

also understand that people can participate in a wide range of ways, whether via the chat 

function, discussion boards and speaking during live sessions. Your TA will provide more 

specific directions for their expectations for the discussion sections.  

 

Technology 

If you need access to technology, please know that UCR has a Loan2Learn program where you 

can check out electronic devices.  I understand that no one asked for this – to take classes online. 

Every time we turn on our screen, we invite the class to our home. If you feel comfortable, 

please turn on your video. If you do not feel comfortable, for any reason, you do not need to turn 

on your video. I do ask that you upload a picture or selfie instead just because it will help make 

me make connections to you during class. If possible, I also ask you wear headphones, 

https://keeplearning.ucr.edu/loan2learn
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particularly if you are not able to be alone in a room during live meetings for privacy sake. If you 

need help with technology, please email: help@ucr.edu  

 

We will be using Zoom for our live sessions. Links will be posted under “Announcements” and 

in the weekly folder under “Modules.” Our learning management system for this class is Canvas, 

which you can access here: Canvas.ucr.edu  

 

If your technology fails, please alert both me (your professor) and your TA. We will still accept 

late assignments based on circumstances.  

 

ADA and Students with Disabilities 

I try to incorporate universal design into my course, which means that I try and take into account 

varied needs and abilities with assignments. However, you may still need accommodations.  If 

you want additional support, please let me know and check out the Student Disability Resource 

Center. 

 

Late Assignments  

Late assignments will be deducted 2 points for every day it is late. I will also offer students a 

chance to “revise and resubmit” their creative assignment and exams for a higher grade, and the 

revised and resubmitted assignment/exam are due the same day the final paper is due.  

 

Plagiarism 

Please refer to UCR’s Academic Integrity Policies & Procedures, found here: 

https://conduct.ucr.edu/policies/academic-integrity-policies-and-procedures#plagiarism  

 

Per this policy, “academic misconduct is any act that improperly distorts (or could distort) a 

student’s grades or other academic records,” while plagiarism is “The appropriation of another 

person’s ideas, processes, results, or words without giving appropriate credit. This includes the 

copying of language, structure, or ideas of another and attributing (explicitly or implicitly) the 

work to one’s own efforts. Plagiarism means using another’s work without giving credit.” 

 

Exams and final paper will be put through SafeAssign  

 

I look forward to the class and hope this will be an exciting and productive quarter! 

 

TENTATIVE COURSE SCHEDULE 

Classes and assignments will be organized by major themes or modules. NOTE: By covering a 

different theorist each day, this course is designed to emphasize breadth over depth. As such, this 

means we’ll highlight some—but not all—of each person’s theoretical contributions to the 

discipline. 

Date Assignment Point value 

  Introduction to Classical Theory    

September 27 

LIVE SESSION from 11-12:20pm 

Introduction; syllabus; what is classical theory? Why is it important? . 

    . 

mailto:help@ucr.edu
https://sdrc.ucr.edu/
https://sdrc.ucr.edu/
https://conduct.ucr.edu/policies/academic-integrity-policies-and-procedures#plagiarism
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** NOTE: syllabus is subject to change** 

 

 Social order (social systems) . 

September 29 Marx, videos and reading on Canvas under “modules” . 

October 4 Marx, videos and reading on Canvas under “modules” . 

October 6 Weber, videos and reading on Canvas under “modules” . 

October 11 

Weber, videos and reading on Canvas under “modules” 

LIVE SESSION from 11-12:20pm explaining creative assignment 

instructions & rubric . 

October 13 Durkheim, videos and reading on Canvas under “modules”  

October 18 

LIVE SESSION for Q&A from 11-12:20pm 

Creative assignment due at 11:59pm Pacific Time on Canvas 25% 

     . 

 Social order (macro) . 

October 20 Hobbes, videos and reading on Canvas under “modules” . 

October 25 Rousseau, videos and reading on Canvas under “modules” . 

October 27 Wells, videos and reading on Canvas under “modules” . 

  . 

 Social order (micro) . 

November 1 Simmel, videos and reading on Canvas under “modules” . 

November 3 Mead, videos and reading on Canvas under “modules” . 

November 8 Cooper, videos and reading on Canvas under “modules” . 

November 10 LIVE SESSION explaining exam instructions and rubric  

November 15 Du Bois, videos and reading on Canvas under “modules” . 

November 17 

LIVE SESSION for Q&A from 11-12:20pm 

Exam due 11:59pm Pacific time on Canvas 25% 

    . 

 Social order (urban) . 

November 22 

Du Bois, videos and reading on Canvas under “modules” 

LIVE SESSION explaining final paper instructions & rubric . 

November 24 Park and Burgess, videos and reading on Canvas under “modules” . 

 Discussion section during week of November 22 due to the holiday  

November 29 

Thomas and Znaniecki, videos and reading on Canvas under 

“modules"  . 

December 1 Addams, videos and reading on Canvas under “modules” . 

 Live session Q&A for the final paper to be decided  

December 9 Final paper due no later than 11am Pacific time on Canvas 25% 

    . 

  Weekly discussion sections 25% 

    100% 


