
8 

Appendix:  Course Syllabus  
LTIT 12BR – Italian for Spanish Speakers I 

University of California San Diego 
Spring 2022

Course Description 
Continued practice of speaking, reading, and writing Italian with an emphasis on 
linguistic bridges between Italian and Spanish and cultural bridges between Italian and 
Spanish/Latin American cultures. Regular comparative analysis and metalinguistic 
reflection allow heritage and second-language speakers of Spanish to move between 
the two languages, accelerating the acquisition of competence in Italian while 
consolidating and strengthening competence in Spanish. 

This course is the second in a two-course sequence that provides a rigorous, enjoyable 
way for Spanish-speaking students to study Italian, strengthen their Spanish skills, build 
confidence, integrate their learning with community-building, and understand their 
Spanish-language heritage and language skills (in Spanish, Italian, and English) as assets 
in their future careers. The intercomprehension or bridge-building method enables 
students to complete 3 quarters of Italian in 2 and to move to more advanced study in 
Italian or Spanish. 

Instructional Team 
Dr. Tera Reid-Olds 
Prof. Stephanie Jed 

About the Professors 
Passionate about innovative teaching and learning, we have created this course in 
Italian language and culture for students who are interested in building 
confidence in their language skills in Spanish, Italian, and English and in 
strengthening their learning skills in all academic fields. 

Course Learning Outcomes 
Upon completion of this two-course sequence, learners will be able to: 

1. Speak, read, and write Italian at a level that enables them to sustain a conversation in
Italian about culture, food, identity, community (and to move to the 4th quarter level or
higher).

2. Teach what they have learned to family and community members.

3. Strengthen and consolidate their ability to read and write in Spanish.
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4. Understand their particular learning strengths as successful students.

5. See their strong language skills as integral to their future careers.

Course Materials and Tools 
Text/Readings/Other Material 
Our original textbook, Italian for Spanish Speakers, will be posted on Canvas. 
Students should purchase: Calvino, Palomar (in Italian and Spanish), both available as
ebooks at Barnes & Noble. 

Technology Requirements  
UC San Diego’s Learning Management System: 

URL: https://canvas.ucsd.edu 
Login: UC San Diego Active Directory credentials 

Zoom for Video Conferencing: 
URL: https://ucsd.zoom.us 
Login: UC San Diego Active Directory credentials 

Course Format 
This is an online class with required small group meetings twice a week, scheduled to 
meet students’ needs in different time zones. All other work for the course (learning 
activities, asynchronous discussions, etc.) can be completed online. 

Synchronous Office Hours: 
• Three hours per week for required small group meetings scheduled to meet

students’ needs in different time zones.
• One-on-one meetings by appointment as needed.

Final exam 
Proctored exam 

Grading Information 
Summary of Grade Criteria 
Assignment Points Weight 
Analysis/reflection
journal + exercises x 10   30 30% 

Letters and other written 
assignments x 10   20 20% 

https://ucsd.zoom.us/
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Participation in
asynchronous discussions 
and office hours 

  10 10% 

Videos x 10  30 30% 

Final Exam  10 10% 

100% 

Grading Procedure and Feedback 
Assignments are due every week (there are no long-term assignments), and 
students will be graded on an absolute scale, receiving feedback every week. 
Analytic/reflective journals will receive digital comments as well as grades. 
Students will comment on each other’s letters. 

Course Schedule 

Week 1. Discussing our futures: goals and benchmarks; making comparisons 
LEARNING OUTCOMES 

By the end of the week, students will be able to: 
1.1 identify and analyze differences and similarities in lexicon, grammar, and idioms 

through the reading of Calvino, “La spada del sole” (in Spanish and Italian); reflect in 
writing on these similarities and differences in lexicon, grammar, and idioms in 
journal. 

1.2 discuss their goals (and particular benchmarks on the journey toward their goals), 
using the future tense (and the futuro anteriore) 

1.3 use comparatives and superlatives (more/less/most/just as) with adjectives and 
adverbs  

1.4 teach family and community members to use the future tense (and the futuro 
anteriore) and ask them about their goals and hopes for the future. 

1.5 sing (or recite) the song “Partire, partirò” and discuss its historical context (the 
conscription of Italians into Napoleon’s army) 

READINGS 
Italian for Spanish Speakers (ISS) textbook, chapter 11 
Calvino, “La spada del sole” 
“Partire, partirò” 

INSTRUCTIONAL VIDEOS 
• dialogues demonstrating analysis/reflection on differences and similarities in

lexicon, grammar, and idioms in “La spada del sole” (1.1)
• demonstration of analytical/reflective note-taking in journal (1.1, 1.3)
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• dialogues about the future (1.2, 1.4)
• dialogues demonstrating the use of comparatives a first meeting, a phone

conversation, telling time, expressing opinions (1.3)
• “Partire, partirò” https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-

pCGowdCG8w&frags=pl%2Cwn

ACTIVITIES/ASSESSMENTS
• Students record themselves teaching community members to use the future

tense (and the futuro anteriore) and to discuss goals and hopes for the future.
(1.2, 1.4)

• Students turn in their analysis/reflection journal and exercises related to the
reading and song (1.2-1.3, 1.5).

• Students write a letter in Spanish and Italian to a student/pen pal in the class,
creating and discussing a timeline for their futures (1.2)

Week 2. Sharing with others; ordering ice cream in a gelateria; forming opinions; 
thinking about people, tasks, etc. 

LEARNING OUTCOMES 
By the end of the week, students will be able to: 
2.1 identify and analyze differences and similarities in lexicon, grammar, and idioms 
through the reading of Calvino, “Il fischio del merlo” (in Spanish and Italian) and the 
singing of “Amore, dammi quel fazzolettino”; reflect in writing on these similarities and 
differences in lexicon, grammar, and idioms in journal. 
2.2 create contexts for the use of pronomi combinati (with correct agreement when 
using the passato prossimo); create idiomatic contexts for the use of “ci” and “ne.”  
2.3 narrate details of what they shared with whom and what they did for whom, using 
pronomi combinati. 
2.4 create a dialogue in a gelateria. 
2.5 sing (or recite) the song “Amor dammi quel fazzolettino.” 

READINGS 
Italian for Spanish Speakers (ISS) textbook, Chapter 12 
Calvino “Il fischio del merlo” 
“Amor dammi quel fazzolettino” 

INSTRUCTIONAL VIDEOS 
• dialogues demonstrating analysis/reflection on differences and similarities in

lexicon, grammar, and idioms in “Il fischio del merlo” (2.1)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-pCGowdCG8w&frags=pl%2Cwn
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-pCGowdCG8w&frags=pl%2Cwn
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• dialogues demonstrating the use of pronomi combinati (with correct agreement
when using the passato prossimo) (2.2-2.3)

• dialogues demonstrating idiomatic contexts for the use of “ci” and “ne” (2.2)
• dialogues demonstrating two friends meeting in a gelateria, ordering ice cream,

and narrating what they said and did for each other in the past (2.2-2.5)
• “Amor dammi quel fazzolettino”

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mI0QrgEUDig&frags=pl%2Cwn
ACTIVITIES/ASSESSMENTS

• Students record themselves teaching community members the use of pronomi 
combinati (with correct agreement when using the passato prossimo) (2.2)

• Students turn in their analysis/reflection journal and exercises related to the
readings, activities, and song (2.1-2.3, 2.5)

• Students write a letter in Spanish and Italian to a student/pen pal in the class,
narrating details of what they shared with whom, and what they did for whom,
using pronomi combinati (2.3)

• Students act out and record (with family or community members) a scene in a
gelateria (2.4).

Week 3 Giving directions (for walking, for an assignment, for cooking, etc.) and 
advice (for health, good relationships, etc.) 

LEARNING OUTCOMES 
By the end of the week, students will be able to: 
3.1 identify and analyze differences and similarities in lexicon, grammar, and idioms 
through the practices of reading aloud Calvino, “Il prato infinito” in Italian and Spanish 
and learning Rino Gaetano’s song, “Visto che mi vuoi lasciare;” reflect in writing on these 
similarities and differences in lexicon, grammar, and idioms in journal.  
3.2 use and create contexts for the use of the imperative (with and without pronouns)   
3.3 give directions and advice 
3.4 teach family or community members to prepare a recipe (also teaching them the use 
of the imperative)  

READINGS 
Italian for Spanish Speakers (ISS) textbook, Chapter 13 
Calvino, “Il prato infinito” 
Rino Gaetano, “Visto che mi vuoi lasciare” 

INSTRUCTIONAL VIDEOS 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mI0QrgEUDig&frags=pl%2Cwn
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• dialogues demonstrating analysis/reflection on differences and similarities in
lexicon, grammar, and idioms in “Il prato infinito” (3.1)

• dialogues demonstrating the imperative in the kitchen (3.2-3.4)
• dialogues demonstrating two friends giving each other advice (3.3)
• “Visto che mi vuoi lasciare”

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ddnNP9qOkeo&frags=pl%2Cwn

ACTIVITIES/ASSESSMENTS
• Students record themselves teaching family or community members to prepare a

recipe (also teaching them the use of the imperative) (3.4)
• Students turn in their analysis/reflection journal and exercises related to the

readings and activities (3.1-3.2)
• Students write a letter in Spanish and Italian to a student/pen pal in the class,

giving advice for how to solve a problem (3.3)

Week 4. Shopping for/talking about cheese, talking about culinary traditions in 
relation to culture 

LEARNING OUTCOMES 
By the end of the week, students will be able to: 
4.1 identify and analyze differences and similarities in lexicon, grammar, and idioms 
through the practices of reading aloud Calvino, “Il museo dei formaggi” and creating a 
video conversation about recipes with cheese and culinary traditions (learning from the 
models of the assigned videos) 
4.2 create contexts for the use of relative pronouns 
4.3 create contexts for the idiomatic use of the infinitive (in contrast to the gerund) 
4.4 teach family and community members to make a recipe that includes cheese as one 
of its ingredients and to discuss culinary traditions 
4.5 translate from Spanish to Italian a passage from “Acerca del chocolate”  

READINGS 
Italian for Spanish Speakers (ISS) textbook, Chapter 14 
Calvino, “Il museo dei formaggi” 
Acerca del chocolate – holograph manuscript ca. 1730 
https://library.ucsd.edu/dc/object/bb3482101x  
la dieta mediterranea, la Trifecta di Mesoamerica (las tres hermanas) 
https://images.nativeseeds.org/pdfs/Las_Tres_Hermanas.pdf 

INSTRUCTIONAL VIDEOS 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ddnNP9qOkeo&frags=pl%2Cwn
https://library.ucsd.edu/dc/object/bb3482101x
https://images.nativeseeds.org/pdfs/Las_Tres_Hermanas.pdf
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• dialogues demonstrating analysis/reflection on differences and similarities in
lexicon, grammar, and idioms in “Il museo dei formaggi” (4.1)

• dialogues demonstrating the use of relative pronouns (4.2)
• dialogues demonstrating the idiomatic use of the infinitive (4.3)
• dialogues demonstrating two friends describing their culinary traditions (4.5)
• “Qualcosa di speciale” (Edilingua) https://youtu.be/xqDJPyyAO8o
• “I molteplici sapori dei formaggi italiani” https://youtu.be/QzCp_RP5PNg
• “Formaggi italiani vs. formaggi francesi: chi vince?” https://youtu.be/slGS5oasXG0
• “Piadine messicane al formaggio, la ricetta delle gustose quesadillas”

https://youtu.be/G8NE62WwyIo

ACTIVITIES/ASSESSMENTS
• Students record themselves teaching community members how to make a recipe

that includes cheese as one of its ingredients and discussing the culture to which
it belongs (4.3)

• Students turn in their analysis/reflection journal and exercises related to the
readings and activities (4.1-4.3, 4.5)

• Students write a letter in Spanish and Italian to a student/pen pal in the class,
describing their family’s culinary traditions and sharing their translation of a
passage from Acerca del chocolate (4.1, 4.5).

Week 5. Discussing our ideal worlds (past and present), what we would like… 

LEARNING OUTCOMES 
By the end of the week, students will be able to: 
5.1 identify and analyze differences and similarities in lexicon, grammar, and idioms 
through the practice of reading aloud Calvino, “Il marmo e il sangue” and learning Lucio 
Dalla’s song “Tu non mi basti mai;” reflect in writing on these similarities and differences 
in lexicon, grammar, and idioms in journal.   
5.2 use and create contexts for the use of the conditional (present and past).  
5.3 teach family and community members to express preferences and what they would 
like, using the conditional.  
5.4 discuss ideal worlds (past and present), including the mistakes they would not have 
made. 

READINGS 
Italian for Spanish Speakers (ISS) textbook, Chapter 15 
Calvino, “Il marmo e il sangue” 
Lucio Dalla, “Tu non mi basti mai” 

https://youtu.be/xqDJPyyAO8o
https://youtu.be/QzCp_RP5PNg
https://youtu.be/slGS5oasXG0
https://youtu.be/G8NE62WwyIo
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INSTRUCTIONAL VIDEOS 
• dialogues demonstrating analysis/reflection on differences and similarities in

lexicon, grammar, and idioms in “Il marmo e il sangue” (5.1)
• dialogues demonstrating the use of the conditional (present and past) (5.2)
• dialogues ideal worlds (past and present), including the mistakes they would not

have made. (5.4)
• “Tu non mi basti mai” https://youtu.be/hiiPVHHeqhw

ACTIVITIES/ASSESSMENTS
• Students record themselves teaching community members how to express

preferences and what they would like, using the conditional (5.3)
• Students turn in their analysis/reflection journal and exercises related to the

readings, activities, and song (5.1-5.2)
• Students write a letter in Spanish and Italian to a student/pen pal in the class,

sharing details of their ideal worlds, present and past (5.4)

Week 6. Our connection to the past and to history 

LEARNING OUTCOMES 
6.1 identify and analyze differences and similarities in lexicon, grammar, and idioms 
through the practice of reading aloud Calvino, “L’ordine degli squamati,” learning 
Angelo Branduardi’s song “Alla fiera dell’Est,” and translating a passage from Spanish to 
Italian from Oviedo’s Historia general y natural de las Indias. 
6.2 use the passato remoto and understand its use with reference to the passato 
prossimo and the Spanish preterito.  
6.3 discuss events from the past to which there is a felt connection in contrast to events 
from the past that seem no longer to have an influence 
6.4 teach family and community members “La fiera dell’Est” and to talk about past 
events using the passato remoto. 
6.5 translate from Spanish to Italian a passage from Oviedo’s Historia general y natural 
de las Indias about the iguana 

READINGS 
Italian for Spanish Speakers (ISS) textbook, Chapter 15 
Calvino, “L’ordine degli squamati” 
Angelo Branduardi, “Alla fiera dell’Est” 
Oviedo, Historia general y natural de las Indias 
https://archive.org/details/generalynatural01fernrich/page/n6/mode/2up 

INSTRUCTIONAL VIDEOS 

https://youtu.be/hiiPVHHeqhw
https://archive.org/details/generalynatural01fernrich/page/n6/mode/2up
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• dialogues demonstrating analysis/reflection on differences and similarities in 
lexicon, grammar, and idioms in “L’ordine degli squamati” (6.1) 

• dialogues demonstrating the use of the passato remoto in contrast to the 
passato prossimo and with reference to the Spanish preterito (6.2) 

• dialogues demonstrating the usage of the verb piacere (6.3) 
• dialogues demonstrating two friends sharing details of how they strengthen their 

connections to each other and work on disconnections (6.5) 
• “Alla fiera dell’Est” https://youtu.be/2v5B_J9EoJA  
• “En la feria del Este” https://youtu.be/dhyEwsW1OVk 

 
ACTIVITIES/ASSESSMENTS 

• Students record themselves teaching community members “La fiera dell’Est” and 
how to talk about past events using the passato remoto. (6.4) 

• Students turn in their analysis/reflection journal and exercises related to the 
readings and activities (6.1-6.3) 

• Students write a letter in Spanish and Italian to a student/pen pal in the class, 
sharing details of how they strengthen their connections to each other and work 
on disconnections (6.5) 

Week 7. Expressing our thoughts, desires, hopes, fears, etc. (with the subjunctive)  

LEARNING OUTCOMES 
By the end of the week, students will be able to: 
7.1 identify and analyze differences and similarities in lexicon, grammar, and idioms 
through the practice of reading aloud Calvino, “Serpenti e teschi” and learning Giorgio 
Gaber’s song “Io non mi sento italiano.”  
7.2 express thoughts, desires, and emotions, using the subjunctive (present and 
imperfect) 
7.3 teach family and community members to use the subjunctive (present and 
imperfect) to express their thoughts, desires, and emotions. 
7.4 express their relation to national cultures, addressing leaders (as in Gaber’s song) 

  
READINGS 

Italian for Spanish Speakers (ISS) textbook, Chapter 17 
Calvino, “Serpenti e Teschi” 
Giorgio Gaber, “Io non mi sento italiano”  

 
INSTRUCTIONAL VIDEOS 
• dialogues demonstrating analysis/reflection on differences and similarities in 

lexicon, grammar, and idioms in “Serpenti e teschi” (7.1) 

https://youtu.be/2v5B_J9EoJA
https://youtu.be/dhyEwsW1OVk
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• dialogues demonstrating the expression of thoughts, desires, and emotions, 
using the subjunctive (present and imperfect) (7.2) 

• dialogues demonstrating two friends discussing their conflicted relations to 
national cultures historical events that have been important in their lives (7.4) 

• “Io non mi sento italiano” https://youtu.be/5aWYkwV-pn0 
ACTIVITIES/ASSESSMENTS 

• Students record themselves teaching community members how to use the 
subjunctive (present and imperfect) to express their thoughts, desires, and 
emotions. (7.3) 

• Students turn in their analysis/reflection journal and exercises related to the 
readings and activities (7.1-7.3) 

• Students write a letter in Spanish and Italian to a student/pen pal in the class, 
expressing their relation to national cultures (7.4) 

 
Week 8. Learning to talk about our identities in relation to the environment; articulating 
hypotheses (if … then…) 
 

LEARNING OUTCOMES 
By the end of the week, students will be able to: 
8.1 identify and analyze differences and similarities in lexicon, grammar, and idioms 
through the practice of reading aloud Calvino, “Il mondo guarda il mondo,” and learning 
Cecco Angiolieri’s poem (and Fabrizio de Andre’s song) “S’i fosse foco” 
8.2 express themselves with expressions (prima che, a meno che, affinchè, purché, 
benché, chiunque, qualunque, dovunque, etc.) that require the use of the subjunctive  
8.3 articulate hypotheses (and hypotheticals) – real and imaginary – using the 
subjunctive with the conditional.  
8.4 teach family and community members to talk about their relations to the 
environment, using the subjunctive 
8.5 share details of how their identities relate to the environment 

  
READINGS 

Italian for Spanish Speakers (ISS) textbook, Chapter 18 
Calvino, “Il mondo guard ail mondo” 
Cecco Angiolieri, “S’i fosse foco” http://www.filosofico.net/poesiacecco8732135.htm 

 
INSTRUCTIONAL VIDEOS 

• dialogues demonstrating analysis/reflection on differences and similarities in 
lexicon, grammar, and idioms in “Il mondo guarda il mondo” (8.1) 

• dialogues demonstrating the use of expressions that require the use of the 
subjunctive (8.2) 

https://youtu.be/5aWYkwV-pn0
http://www.filosofico.net/poesiacecco8732135.htm
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• dialogues between two friends sharing hypotheticals – real and imaginary (8.3)
• dialogues demonstrating two friends talking about how they define their

identities in relation to their environments (8.5)
• Fabrizio De Andre, “S’i fosse foco” https://youtu.be/I-HGNj-pDKo

ACTIVITIES/ASSESSMENTS
• Students record themselves teaching community members how to talk about

their relations to the environment, using the subjunctive. (8.4)
• Students turn in their analysis journal and exercises related to the readings and

activities (8.1-8.3)
• Students write their own version of “Se fossi foco,” creating hypotheticals – real

and imaginary (8.3)
• Students write a letter in Spanish and Italian to a student/pen pal in the class,

sharing details of how their identities relate to the environment (8.5)

Week 9. Cognitive concepts of language learning 

LEARNING OUTCOMES 
By the end of the week, students will be able to: 
9.1 Analyze, in the Calvino readings, concepts of action affordance; motor system and 
beat perception; conceptual mapping; fictive motion; language as object collection. 
9.2 compile terms, from the readings, of a “motor vocabulary,” including terms (in Italian 
and Spanish) of grasping, holding, bringing, placing, giving, etc.  
9.3 connect language-learning to movement  
9.4 create language-learning exercises in relation to movement and lead family and 
community members in those exercises 

READINGS 
Italian for Spanish Speakers (ISS) textbook, Chapter 19 

INSTRUCTIONAL VIDEOS 
• dialogues identifying and reflection on passages that illustrate concepts of action

affordance; motor system and beat perception; conceptual mapping; fictive
motion; language as object collection (9.1)

• dialogues demonstrating how to compile terms of a “motor vocabulary” (9.2)
• demonstration of language-learning in movement (9.3)
• dialogues demonstrating two friends sharing reflections on their cognitive

experiences of language-learning (9.1-9.4)

ACTIVITIES/ASSESSMENTS

https://youtu.be/I-HGNj-pDKo
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• Students record themselves leading community members in language-learning
exercises in motion (9.4)

• Students turn in their analysis/reflection journal related to passages from Calvino
that illustrate cognitive concepts of language-learning (9.1-9.3)

• Students write a letter in Spanish and Italian to a student/pen pal in the class
reflecting on their cognitive experiences of language-learning (9.1-9.4)

Week 10. Reviewing and creating our own personal manuals for grammar, syntax and 
style 

LEARNING OUTCOMES 
By the end of the week, students will be able to: 
10.1 identify and analyze passages that exemplify what they have learned of grammar 
and idiomatic usage each of the first eight weeks of the course. 
10.2 identify, analyze, and reflect on the differences and similarities in those passages 
with the same points of grammar and idiomatic usage in Spanish  
10.3 reflect in Italian (orally and in writing) on how their knowledge of Spanish was 
consolidated in the course (with concrete examples) 
10.4 complete a series of written exercises that review lexicon, grammar, and idioms 
10.5 reflect with family and community members on what was learned during the 
quarter.  
10.6 ask and respond to questions from class members about takeaways from the 
course  

READINGS 
Italian for Spanish Speakers (ISS) textbook, Chapter 20 

INSTRUCTIONAL VIDEOS 
• demonstration of how to identify, analyze, and reflect on (with reference to

Spanish) passages that exemplify grammar points and idiomatic usage (10.1-2)
• dialogues demonstrating possible takeaways in terms of consolidation of

knowledge of Spanish and in terms of confidence-building (10.1-3)
• dialogues demonstrating the practice of building on previous knowledge and

modeling possible questions and answers about takeaways from the course (10.6)

ACTIVITIES/ASSESSMENTS
• Students record themselves talking with community members about what they

remember from their weekly lessons (10.5)
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• Students turn in their manuals for grammar, syntax and style, including a
reflection on how their knowledge of Spanish was consolidated in the process of
creating their manuals (10.1-3)

• Students turn in their written review exercises (10.4)
• Students write a letter in Spanish and Italian to a student/pen pal in the class,

sharing details of their takeaways from the class (10.6)

Week 11. Final Exam  
Final proctored exam that gives students an opportunity to show what they have 
learned via translation exercises and writing prompts. 
The final exam will be proctored via ProctorU’s live proctoring service. 

Student Resources for Support and Learning 
Library Help 

Ask a Librarian 
https://library.ucsd.edu/ask-us/  
Library Help: Course Reserved, Connecting from Off-Campus and Research 
Support 
https://library.ucsd.edu/ask-us/triton-ed.html  

Learning Resources 
Writing Hub 
https://writinghub.ucsd.edu/ 
 Improve writing skills and connect with a peer writing mentor 

Academic Achievement Hub 
https://aah.ucsd.edu/ 
Peer-assisted study sessions, drop-in tutoring, and learning strategies. 

Student Success Coaching Program 
https://successcoaching.ucsd.edu/ 
Peer mentor program that provides students with information, resources, and 
support in meeting their goals 

Student Resources 

Basic Needs 
Any student who has difficulty accessing sufficient food to eat every day, or who 
lacks a safe and stable place to live, and believes this may affect their 
performance in this course, is encouraged to contact:  

https://library.ucsd.edu/ask-us/
https://library.ucsd.edu/ask-us/triton-ed.html
https://writinghub.ucsd.edu/
https://aah.ucsd.edu/
https://successcoaching.ucsd.edu/

