
SPAN11A: CATALAN LANGUAGE AND CULTURE I 
 

Instructor: Ruben Manuel-Oronich 

Office:	Rolfe Hall 4339 

Office Hours:	Mondays and Wednesdays 11:00 - 12:00 (or by appointment) 

E-mail:	rubnmanuel21@ucla.edu 

	 
Reminder:	Students must adhere to the current campus directives related to COVID-19 
mitigation, and refusal to do so may result in the student being asked to leave the classroom or 
the class being dismissed. 

	 
COURSE DESCRIPTION	 

This course is aimed at giving an introduction to the Catalan language and Catalan culture from 
a wide range of activities focused on the task-based and the communicative approach. The 
classes will involve a variety of activities, which are designed to develop the learners’ listening, 
reading, speaking and writing skills. Therefore, regular class attendance is a requisite to pass 
this course.	 
	 
The core objectives of this course are: 

• Provide a solid and comprehensive foundation of Catalan grammar that will allow 
students to have everyday conversations, to read a variety of Catalan texts and to 
write different types of compositions and dialogues.	 

• Engage the students in meaningful interactions promoting intercultural 
communication. The students will be introduced to real-life situations through 
Catalan conversation. In addition the students will be encouraged to pursue Catalan 
conversation inside and outside the class (in online and offline environments). 

• Culture is conveyed from an intercultural perspective engaging the students in 
exchanging their perspectives on culture. 	Different teaching activities are arranged 
to introduce students to the wider cultural context of the Catalan language. They are 
also encouraged to participate in the Catalan cultural events that may be organized 
by different organizations during this semester, on and off campus campus.	 

	 
REQUIRED TEXTBOOKS	 

No books are required as all materials will be provided in the classroom.	



SYLLABUS 
 

Communicative aim Vocabulary Grammar Final task - Writing 

Module 0: 

A l'aula 

1. To express greetings and farewells 

2. To understand and use common 
classroom instructions Catalan	 

1. Greetings and farewells 

2. Common instructions 

3. Sounds, alphabet and spelling 

3. Days and months 

-- -- 

Module 1: 

Qui som? 

1. To introduce ourselves 

2. To be part of a conversation (formal 
vs. informal) 

1. Personal information: name, 
nationality, place of residence, age, 
languages you speak and study and 
reason to study these	languages.	 
2. Numbers 

1. Verbs:	ser, dir-se,	tenir, parlar, 
viure, estudiar. 

2. Personal article:	el/en, la/na, 
l'/n'	 

3. Gender 

4. Pronoun	en 

Who am I? 

Module 2: 

Família, 

amics i 

coneguts 

1. To describe our family	 
2. To describe personality	 
3. To talk about our studies and jobs 	 

1. Family members 

2. Adjectives to describe personality 

3. Professions and studies	 

1. Gender	 
2. Possessive pronouns 

	My classmate's family 

Module 3: 

Per a tots 

els gustos 

1. To describe our hobbies and likings	 
2. To express compatibility with 
someone else's hobbies	 
3. To explain our free-time activities	 

1. Hobbies and free-time activities 

1. Verbs:	agradar, encantar, 
suportar.	 

2. Indirect object pronouns 

3. Adverbs:	bastant, gaire, gens. 

I want to participate in 
a language exchange 



4. Present tense 

Module 4: 

Les coses 

de cada 

dia 

1. To explain the best moment of your 
day 

2. To describe a normal day	 
3. To express time and frequency	 
4. To advise on healthy habits 

1. Parts of the day 

2. Daily routine activities 

3. Time expressions:	abans, deprés, més 
tard, havent + participi.	 

4. Frequency:	a vegades, sempre, 
normalment.		 

5. The time 

1. Present tense: changes in 
spelling 

2. Pronominal verbs:	llevar-se, 
vestir-se, canviar-se... 

What does my 
classmate usually do? 

Mid-term exam 

Module 5: 

Casa 

meva és 

casa 

vostra 

1. To describe our city, our 
neighborhood and where we live 

2. To make comparisons 

1. Adjectives to describe places:	lleig, 
perillós, gran... 

2. Numbers above 100 

3. Quantifiers:	molt, bastant, força, gaire, 
poc, més aviat, una mica. 

4. Common buildings:	banc, museu, 
caixer automàtic...	 
5. Expressing location:	darrere, davant, 
entre... 

6. Types of accommodation 

7. Ordinal numbers 

1. Verbs:	haver-hi	vs.	ser,preferir 

2. Prepositions to express 
location:	a	vs.	en 

3. Comparative 
structures:	més...que, tant...com, 
menys...que... 

Let's discover Catalan 
cities! 



Module 6: 

Històries 

de vida 

1. To talk about important moments of 
our lives 

2. To narrate our live 

3. To narrate past events 

1. Main life events:	néixer, anar a l'escola, 
traslladar-se a l'estranger... 

2. Time expressions:	l'any..., l'any passat, 
fa...anys, al cap de...		 

1. Past tense:	passat perifràstic 

2. Position of the pronoun 
Who was...? 

Module 7: 

Menjar-se 

el món 

	1. To describe our favorite meal 

2. To express liking,	disliking	and 
indifference	 
3. To talk about eating habits and diets; 
giving advise 

4. To go to the restaurant 

1. Food 

2. Catalan dishes 

3. Types of diets 

4. Common structures used in a 
restaurant 

1. Verb:	estimar-se més 

2. To express indifference:	tant 
me fa, m'és igual 

3. Giving advise:	haver de + 
infinitiu 

4. Countable vs, uncountable 
nouns:	cap, gens, gens de 

5. Direct objects pronouns 

Catalan eating habits 
vs. yours. Are they 
different? 

Module 8: 

Temps de 

canvis 

	1. To describe someone	physically 

2. To describe the personality 

3. To describe how we looked in the 
past 

4. To explain what we used to do in the 
past 

1. Clothes, accessories and colors 

2. Adjectives to describer personality 

3. Physical appearance 	 
4. Holidays	 

1. Past tense: imperfect tense 

2. Pronoun	hi 

3. Verbs:	dur, portar 

Your classmate as a 
child 

Final exam  

	 



ASSESSMENT	 

Evaluation Due dates Percentage 

Mid-term test Week 5	 - online test 20% 

Final test Week 10 - online test 30% 

Final tasks Final tasks on Canvas at the end of every Module	 20% 

Online quizzes	 Due dates for the online quizzes are posted in 

every Canvas Module.	 20% 

Oral presentations 

about a cultural topic 
Weeks 7 and 8 10% 

 

 


