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UCLA 

TURKIC 101B- Elementary Turkish 
MW 10:00-11:50 am, F 10:00-10:50 am  

@Zoom 

(Syllabus subject to change) 

 
Instructor: Dr. Beyza Lorenz                             Office Hours: MW 9-10 am  
E-mail: blorenz@humnet.ucla.edu      @Zoom  
 
This elementary-level Turkish course is designed for students who have taken TURKIC 101A or 
equivalent and who wish to improve their modern Turkish knowledge using the four language 
skills (listening, speaking, reading, and writing). The main goal of this course is to help students 
communicate in the Turkish language; therefore, the emphasis will be on speaking although 
grammar, pronunciation, vocabulary, reading and writing will be incorporated into the daily 
activities.  
 
Learning Goals: 
By the end of quarter the students will be able to:  

• talk about daily activities in the past, present, and the future  
• discuss daily life, family, and the immediate environment 
• initiate and participate in basic conversations on current events  
• understand texts on familiar topics   
• write essays about familiar issues  
• have a greater understanding of the cultural diversity and products and practices of the 

Turkish society and history  
 
Required Course Materials  
Öztopçu, Kurtuluş. Elementary Turkish. 3rd edition vol. 1 and 2. Santa Monica, 2015.  
ISBN: 9789757981404 
 
Recommended grammar books for self-reference: 
Thomas, Lewis V. and Norman Itzkowitz. Elementary Turkish. Dover Publications, 1986. .  
Ketrez, F. Nihan. A Student Grammar of Turkish. Cambridge UP, 2012  

 
Useful Links 
www.seslisozluk.com   (English-Turkish / Turkish-English dictionary with audio) 
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http://www.cnnturk.com/  (News in Turkish) 
https://www.lapl.org/collections-resources/articles-and-information/mango-languages (Mango 
Languages, free and available through LA public library)  
https://smpl.org/mango.aspx (Mango Languages through Santa Monica Public Library)  
Netflix (for Turkish TV series and films) 

Course Policies 
 
Participation/Daily preparation: Students are expected to be fully prepared for class; this will 
be part of the final grade. You are required to read the grammar topics at home before coming to 
class and memorize the key vocabulary for each week. To succeed in learning Turkish, you 
should spend at least 4 hours per day on homework and other Turkish language-related 
activities. Over the years my observation is that the most successful students are those who 
proactively seek Turkish language resources in addition to their homework (read the newspaper, 
watch TV series, use apps etc.). In order to maximize your exposure to Turkish, I highly 
recommend seeking an activity you enjoy related to Turkish and engage in it every day.  
 
Attendance: Attendance is absolutely necessary for this course. Since you will be actively 
engaged in the learning process, much of the responsibility falls on you. You have 4 grace 
absences for both excused and unexcused absences and if you miss more than 4 classes then it 
will result in deduction of points from the final grade, you will lose 1 point for each day you 
miss. If you are late three times, it will be counted as an absence.  

Homework: You are required to complete the daily homework. As a rule, late assignments will 
not be accepted, except for a reason approved by the instructor. It is students’ responsibility to 
come and see the instructor when they need help or want to share concerns. 

Quizzes: You’ll have 3 quizzes over the quarter. All quizzes will include grammar and 
vocabulary learned in the previous week. It will take place in the first 10 minutes of the class.  

Compositions: You will write 8 compositions over the quarter using the grammar and 
vocabulary in related thematic units. Compositions will be graded for completion (i.e. if you 
submit all compositions on time and follow the instructions in relation to length, topic etc. you 
will receive full credit).  

Presentations: You will do a midterm and a final presentation. The midterm presentation is 
about 5 minutes long and the final presentation is 5-7 minutes long.  

Midterm and Final: Midterm and Final exam format will be similar to that of the quizzes with a 
more extensive content and will include an oral part. In the oral part you will be expected to talk 
and interact with your instructor. Emphasis is on fluency and ability to sustain a conversation, 
asking and answering appropriate questions. 

Academic Honesty: Please be aware that it is considered an act of academic misconduct to use 
any kind of translation technology (i.e.: programs/websites that propose to translate entire 
phrases and sentences from one language to another) while doing your homework and projects. 
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Do not use Google Translate, instead use a reliable dictionary while composing your sentences. 
It is OK to make mistakes; you are here to learn.  

Office Hours: I encourage you to come to my office hours or make appointment at another time 
whenever you need guidance. I will be more than happy to be there to help you on course-related 
issues.  
 
Grade Policies 
 
Passed/Not Passed: The grade P is assigned for a letter grade of C or better. Units earned this 
way count toward degree requirements but do not affect the GPA. Students receive neither units 
nor course credit for a grade of NP. 
 
Satisfactory/Unsatisfactory: Graduate students in good standing (minimum 3.0 GPA) may 
enroll for Satisfactory/Unsatisfactory (S/U) grading. The grade S is assigned for a letter grade of 
B or better.  
 
Incompletes: Incomplete will only be given if the student has a medical excuse proven with a 
written document from a medical professional. Once a grade of Incomplete (I) is assigned, it 
remains on the transcript along with the passing grade students may later receive for the course. 
The instructor may assign the grade I when work is of passing quality but is incomplete for a 
good cause (such as illness or other serious problem). 
 
Accommodations 
 
Students needing academic accommodations based on a disability should contact the Center for 
Accessible Education (CAE) at (310)825-1501 or in person at Murphy Hall A255. When 
possible, students should contact the CAE within the first two weeks of the term as reasonable 
notice is needed to coordinate accommodations. For more information visit www.cae.ucla.edu. 
You should let me know of your accommodation requests at the beginning of the quarter.  
 
Evaluation  
Attendance and participation: 15 %  
Homework: 15 % 
Quizzes: 15 % (3 quizzes 5% each)  
Compositions: 15 %  
Midterm (Written and Oral): 15%  
Final (Written and Oral): 15 %  
Presentations: 10 % (5% each)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 4 

Weekly Schedule  
Week  Grammar   Assignments  
1: Chapter 12  Talking about likes and 

dislikes   
Review of case endings  
The definite past tense (-DI)  
Ordinal numbers  
İle and için   
 

Due Sunday:  
Write about what you did 
over the winter break using 
the past tense (about 300 
words/1 full page)  
 

2: Chapter 11   Telling days and time 
Adverbs of time  
Genitive-possessive 
compound  
Compound nouns   

Due Sunday:  
Write about your schedule 
this quarter (what do you do 
every weekday, at what time). 
  

3: Chapter 13  
 
** 18 Ocak Pazartesi: Ders yok 

(Martin Luther King, Jr, 
holiday) ** 

Bargaining  
Verbal nouns -mAK / -mA   
Expressions of necessity 
(lazım, gerek etc.)  
Gibi and kadar  
 

Due Sunday: Quiz 1  
Due Sunday: Write a 
dialogue about enrolling in a 
Turkish class (p. 281) 
 

4: Chapter 14   Asking for directions  
Secondary postpositions  
The future tense  
Doğru and göre  

Due Sunday: Quiz 2  
Due Sunday: Write about 
what you will do this 
weekend 
Complete: Chapter 15 
(Review) 
 

5: Midterm week  Midterm Review and oral 
exam 
 

Wednesday: Oral midterm 
Friday: presentation (5 
minutes) 
Study for the midterm  
Prepare your presentation  

6: Chapter 16 (vol. 2)  Describing locations/things  
The definitive past tense 
(cont.)  
Comparative-superlative  
Karşı and kadar   
 

Due Sunday: Write a 
composition comparing two 
cities/countries you have 
seen. 

7: Chapter 17   
 

** 15 Şubat Pazartesi: Ders 
yok (President’s Day holiday) 

** 
 

Talking about weather and 
preferences  
Or questions  
-(y)IncA  
Exceptions to vowel harmony  
Question words review  
-mAk için  
 

Due Sunday: Write a 
dialogue on running into an 
old friend who lives in a 
different city now. (at least 1 
page)  
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8: Chapter 18   
 

Turkish cuisine / ordering 
food    
Counting words  
The imperative mood  

Due Sunday: Quiz 3  
Before Friday: Go to 
migros.com.tr and make a 
shopping list for a party. 
  

9: Chapter 18  The aorist tense  
As-soon-as clauses  
 

Due Sunday: Write a 
composition about your 
habits using the aorist tense.  
 

10: Review  Final review Monday: Review  
Wednesday: Oral exam 
Friday: Final presentations  
 
 
Bol şans! J  
 

 
 


