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ELEMENTARY TURKISH 

TURKIC 101C 
UCLA 

MW 10:00-11:50 am, F 10:00-10:50 am @ZOOM 
 
Instructor: Dr. Beyza Lorenz                             Office Hours: MW 9:00-9:50 am 
E-mail: blorenz@humnet.ucla.edu      @ZOOM  
 
This elementary-level Turkish course is designed for students who have taken TURKIC 101A or 
equivalent and who wish to improve their modern Turkish knowledge using the four language 
skills (listening, speaking, reading, and writing). The main goal of this course is to help students 
communicate in the Turkish language; therefore, the emphasis will be on speaking although 
grammar, pronunciation, vocabulary, reading and writing will be incorporated into the daily 
activities.  
 
This syllabus can be modified according to student needs and interests.  
 
Language Learning Outcomes  
 
By the end of the quarter the students will be able to:  

• talk about daily activities in the past, present, and the future using various verb tenses  
• practice solving problems in daily life using their knowledge of Turkish language and 

culture  
• initiate and participate in conversations on current events  
• understand texts on a range of familiar topics   
• write essays about familiar issues  
• have a greater understanding of the cultural diversity and products and practices of the 

Turkish society and history  
 
Required Course Materials  

• Öztopçu, Kurtuluş. Elementary Turkish. 3rd edition vol. 1 and 2. Santa Monica, 2015.  
• Download listening files here: http://www.elementaryturkish.com/preview/ (CD 2)  
 

 
 



 2 

Useful Links 
www.seslisozluk.com   (English-Turkish / Turkish-English dictionary with audio) 
http://www.cnnturk.com/  (News in Turkish) 
https://www.lapl.org/collections-resources/articles-and-information/mango-languages (Mango 
Languages, free and available through LA public library)  
https://smpl.org/mango.aspx (Mango Languages through Santa Monica Public Library)  
 
Evaluation  
Attendance and participation: 15 %  
Homework: 15 % 
Compositions: 15 %  
Virtual Language Exchange 15 % 
Midterm (Written): 15%  
Final (Written and Oral): 15 %  
Presentations: 10 % (5% each)  
 
Course Requirements 
This course will take place online, over ZOOM. You are expected to come join ZOOM on time, 
just like how you would come to a regular class. If you have any technical problems with any of 
the assignments, please let me know right away. Always keep an eye on the CCLE page and my 
emails for updates.  

Online Etiquette: Be respectful of others during our ZOOM sessions both orally and in written 
chat. Be fully dressed, sitting in an upright position (not lying down on some horizontal surface), 
and be in an area that is quiet and well-lit. Only you should be on the camera to limit the amount 
of distractions. If you have other individuals sharing your space (a room, a hallway, outdoors), 
either find another place or inform those around you beforehand that you are in a classroom to 
prevent any distractions. Try to prevent background noise as much as possible. There are special 
microphones that limit background noise, but I leave it to you to find the appropriate medium to 
participate fully in our discussions. Not having abiding by appropriate online etiquette can lead 
to your removal from the ZOOM discussion.  
 
Academic Honesty: Please be aware that it is considered an act of academic misconduct to use 
any kind of translation technology (i.e.: programs/websites that propose to translate entire 
phrases and sentences from one language to another) while doing your homework and projects. 
Please do make mistakes and do not be afraid of it! You will learn from your mistakes and the 
feedback on your work. 

Attendance and Participation (15 %): Students are expected to be fully prepared for class; this 
will be part of the final grade. You are required to read the grammar topics at home before 
coming to class and memorize the key vocabulary for each week. To succeed in learning Turkish, 
you should spend at least 4 hours per day on homework and other Turkish language-related 
activities. Over the years my observation is that the most successful students are those who 
proactively seek Turkish language resources in addition to their homework (read the newspaper, 
watch TV series, use apps etc.). In order to maximize your exposure to Turkish, I highly 
recommend seeking an activity you enjoy related to Turkish and engage in it every day.  
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Attendance is absolutely necessary for this course. Since you will be actively engaged in the 
learning process, much of the responsibility falls on you. You have 4 grace absences for both 
excused and unexcused absences and if you miss more than 4 classes then it will result in 
deduction of points from the final grade, you will lose 1 point for each day you miss. If you are 
late three times, it will be counted as an absence.  

Homework (10 %): You are required to complete the daily homework. As a rule, late 
assignments will not be accepted, except for a reason approved by the instructor. It is students’ 
responsibility to come and see the instructor when they need help or want to share concerns. 

Compositions (15%): You will write 5 compositions over the quarter using the grammar and 
vocabulary in related thematic units. Compositions will be graded for vocabulary use, grammar, 
length, and coherence. You will submit your compositions online on CCLE.  

Presentations (10%): You’ll do a midterm and final presentation (3-5 minutes each). Please use 
PowerPoint and other media and prepare to use the ‘share screen’ option over ZOOM to share 
your PowerPoint with your classmates. If you’re not comfortable sharing your screen, send me 
your presentation ahead of time and I’ll share it through my screen. Your final presentation will 
be based on your partner’s biography, likes, living style, personality etc (See below for details) 

Midterm and Final exams (15 % each): Midterm and final exams will take place on CCLE. It 
will be available for you to take over a few days. All quizzes will be timed, meaning once you 
start, you’ll have a certain number of minutes to finish it. Midterm will be a written exam and the 
final exam will include oral and written sections.  

Virtual Language Exchange (15 %) Now it is time to show off your Turkish skills! This 
quarter you will be matched with college students from Turkey who are learning English in 
Turkey. You will meet with your partner over Zoom, Skype, Facetime, Messenger or WhatsApp 
and talk about an assigned reading and some given topics in Turkish and English. Your final 
presentation will be based on your partner’s biography, likes, living style, personality etc.  

Academic Honesty: Please be aware that it is considered an act of academic misconduct to use 
any kind of translation technology (i.e.: programs/websites that propose to translate entire 
phrases and sentences from one language to another) while doing your homework and projects. 
Do not use Google Translate, instead use a reliable dictionary while composing your sentences. 
It is OK to make mistakes; you are here to learn.  

Office Hours: I encourage you to come to my office hours or make appointment at another time 
whenever you need guidance. I will be more than happy to be there to help you on course-related 
issues.  
 
Grade Policies 
Passed/Not Passed: The grade P is assigned for a letter grade of C or better. Units earned this 
way count toward degree requirements but do not affect the GPA. Students receive neither units 
nor course credit for a grade of NP. 
 
Satisfactory/Unsatisfactory: Graduate students in good standing (minimum 3.0 GPA) may 



 4 

enroll for Satisfactory/Unsatisfactory (S/U) grading. The grade S is assigned for a letter grade of 
B or better.  
 
Incompletes: Incomplete will only be given if the student has a medical excuse proven with a 
written document from a medical professional. Once a grade of Incomplete (I) is assigned, it 
remains on the transcript along with the passing grade students may later receive for the course. 
The instructor may assign the grade I when work is of passing quality but is incomplete for a 
good cause (such as illness or other serious problem). 
 
Accommodations 
Students needing academic accommodations based on a disability should contact the Center for 
Accessible Education (CAE) at (310)825-1501 or in person at Murphy Hall A255. When 
possible, students should contact the CAE within the first two weeks of the term as reasonable 
notice is needed to coordinate accommodations. For more information visit www.cae.ucla.edu. 
You should let me know of your accommodation requests at the beginning of the quarter.  

 
 
 


