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POLITICAL SCIENCE 138 
France & You: Trans-Atlantic Problems 
and Partnerships Past, Present, Future 

 

Professor Daniel R. Brunstetter  

dbrunste@uci.edu  

 

Live virtual office hours: M, T 10-11; or by appointment 

Live synchronous sessions: Th 10-11:20 (5 times during the quarter) 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
This online course is co-taught by UC professors and professors from the French university The Paris 

Institute of Political Studies, commonly referred to as Sciences Po. It is designed to bring French and 

U.S.-based students together in a virtual classroom to foster trans-Atlantic partnerships. Students from 

both universities follow an overlapping curriculum, engaging in joint projects and in dialogue with one 

another to address four issues of global import: the fragility of democracy, race relations, international 

security, and climate change. The course is designed to expose students to issues of international 

importance, to enhance their practical understanding of global issues, and to develop their ability to 

analyze, communicate, and write about these topics. To help create trans-Atlantic leadership networks 

that go beyond the classroom, an array of guest lecturers (including former UC students) who have 

forged careers that address these themes will share intellectual insights and provide professionalization 

tips. 

LEARNING OBJECTIVES 
At the end of this class, students will be able to: 

 Analyze contemporary challenges from global angles 
 Communicate cross-culturally with their peers 
 Develop teamwork skills by working in groups 
 Write about issues of global importance  
 Present complex ideas orally  
 Translate international learning experiences into marketable and transferable skills 

REQUIREMENTS 
Students have the option of taking the class either for a grade or as “pass/no pass,” a choice made 
when registering for the course.  
 
The breakdown of ASSIGNMENTS and GRADES is as follows: 
 

• Self-Introduction video: 3 points 

• 4 x discussion board participation posts: 24 points (6 points each) 

• 5 x active participation in synchronous dialogue sessions: 30 points (6 points each) 

• Final group project: 40 points (25 points written essay, 15 points oral presentation) 

• Class feedback surveys and final evaluation: 3 points 

https://www.sciencespo.fr/en
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SELF-INTRODUCTION RECORDING 
You are required to post a 1-2 minute recording presenting yourself to the professor and your 

classmates. In the recording, be sure to include your name, major, why you are taking this class, 

information about any relevant international experience you have had, and what you hope to get out of 

the class. Video is optional, but please consider some visual images as part of recording.  

DISCUSSION BOARD PARTICIPATION 
You are required to make a minimum of two posts in the designated online forums. A post is a 
constructive comment related to the subject of the forum and/or a response to a comment posted by 
another student. The professor will post an opening question prompt to start off the conversation. 
Students can respond to this question, and to the responses of their peers. The idea is to have a virtual 
conversation about the theme of the week, and to learn from your peers. The forum will only be as 
good as the contributions of the students, so please make a concentrated effort to make significant 
contributions. A poor forum will reflect badly on all students’ grades.  
 
Note that posts such as “I agree” or “Cool comment” or “That can’t be right” do not count towards 
your required posting tally. A suitable post makes a substantive contribution, builds on what has been 
said, references reputable sources, demonstrates depth, and is at least several lines long. 

SYNCHRONOUS DIALOGUE PARTICIPATION 
Students are required to attend the live sessions and actively participate in the break-out group 

discussions and the larger group dialogues and debates. Students designated as group leaders will work 

with the professors to develop questions to structure the discussion. Turning on the video is optional.  

FINAL GROUP PROJECT 
Students will work in groups of four. They will identify a theme of interest from among the subjects 

covered, which will be approved by the instructor. The project will consist of a 20-minute pre-recorded 

oral presentation and a 15-page jointly written paper, both of which will take the shape of a policy action 

paper that identifies the importance of a pertinent socio-political theme in France and the U.S., identifies 

similarities and differences in how it is understood, and offers actionable ideals on how to confront the 

issue. Students will be graded as a group. 

READINGS 
The readings are posted on the course website each week. Reading and thinking about these materials 
ahead of time will give you an introduction to the topic to be covered, help you develop good 
questions to ask, and help you perform better on your writing assignments. Readings are REQUIRED. 

GRADING SCALE  
A (93-100); A- (90-92); B+ (87-89); B (83-86); B- (80-82); C+ (77-79); C (73-76); C- (70-72); D+ (67-

69); D (63-66); D- (60-62); F (0-59) 

ACADEMIC HONESTY 
I take academic honesty extremely seriously. The learning environment at the University of California, 

Irvine is based on honesty and integrity. Sustaining this environment requires all participants recognize 

the importance of maintaining the highest ethical standards. Group work can be both rewarding and 

challenging. When you and your group are writing, please make sure to cite other sources when 

relevant. No plagiarism will be accepted. Unsure what constitutes plagiarism?  Consult this website. 

Anyone caught cheating or in any other way in violation of the university policy on academic honesty 

will receive an F in the course. There are no exceptions to this rule, as I have zero tolerance for all forms 

https://www.plagiarism.org/article/what-is-plagiarism
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of academic dishonesty. Remaining in the course assumes that you understand what academic honesty 

is, in all its varied forms, and pledge not to engage in any type of dishonest conduct (which includes, but 

is not limited to cheating, plagiarism, and dishonest conduct). You, the student, are required to know and 

understand the relevant policies regarding academic dishonesty. To this end, you are required to 

carefully read the information found by consulting the pages below. Additionally, all participants in the 

course are also bound by the University of California Code of Conduct.  

 UCI’s Academic Senate Policy on Academic Dishonesty  

 The University of California Code of Conducts 

ONLINE COMMUNICATION 
In an online classroom, we communicate primarily through writing. Although expressing ourselves 

through writing has many advantages, it also has disadvantages. Of central concern is the possibility for 

misunderstandings or conveying a tone that you do not intend to convey. This happens because we lack 

the benefit of having access to one another’s body language, facial expressions, tone, and non-verbal 

gestures. As a result, we need to be aware of the real possibility of miscommunication. 

I require that all communication be done in a respectful, courteous, and professional manner. When in 

doubt, always err in these directions; for example, aim for being slightly more courteous than you may 

think you need to be. Nobody will object to an extra “please” or “thank you.” Always take a few 

minutes to read what you have written before posting a comment or sending an email – pause and think 

-- could what you have written be construed as impolite or snappy? When in doubt, re-think your words 

and tone, and re-calibrate your message. We may not always agree, but disagreeing while 

simultaneously showing respect and courtesy toward someone is a skill that will serve you well 

throughout your life and in many contexts. Always make criticism constructive and not personal. If you 

disagree with someone, they should not feel personally attacked. Keep the ideas separate from the 

person. I will always keep these principles in mind when communicating with you – please do the same 

toward me and your fellow students.  

I reserve the right to penalize individuals who do not demonstrate these basic principles in their 

communications. 

 

Do not send emails to the professor unless they are of a personal nature. Post your general questions to 

the Q & A forum so others can benefit from my responses. Also, I will not answer unprofessional 

emails, or emails with massive spelling errors. Please begin your emails with “Dear Professor,” spell 

check carefully, and sign your name.  

DISABILITY SERVICES 
If you need support or assistance because of a disability, you may be eligible for accommodations or 

services through the Disability Service Center at UC Irvine. Please contact the DSC directly at (949) 

824-7494 or TDD (949) 824-6272. You can also visit the DSC’s website. The DSC will work with me to 

make any necessary accommodations. Please note that it is your responsibility to initiate this with the 

DSC. 

SCHEDULE 
Familiarize yourself with the syllabus and ask any questions you might have about procedures. Note 
that the class has required synchronous assignments. Please make sure you are available to participate 
before committing to the class. Absences will not be excused unless there is a medical or otherwise 
approved reason. Ensure that you have a working webcam. If you are temporarily living in a country 
that blocks YouTube, you will need to use the campus VPN connection to watch some class videos. 

http://senate.uci.edu/uci-academic-senate-manual/part-iii-appendices-of-the-irvine-division/appendix-viii-uci-academic-senate-policy-on-academic-honesty/
http://www.ucop.edu/ethics-compliance-audit-services/_files/stmt-stds-ethics.pdf
http://www.disability.uci.edu/
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Learn how to do that here. I have created weekly road maps in Canvas that take you step by step 
through the lectures and assignments.  

Week 1 – A History of Intellectual Interconnectedness [Jan 7] 

Required readings:  

 The Declaration of Independence, Thomas Jefferson (1776) 
 Declaration of the Rights of Man and of the Citizen, Abbé Sieyès and the Marquis de Lafayette 

(1789) 
 Declaration of the Rights of Woman and of the Female Citizen, Olympe de Gouges (1791) 
 “Declaration of Rights and Sentiments”, Elizabeth Cady Stanton (1846) 

 

Pre-recorded lectures: 

 “Introduction to the Class” [Dr. Daniel Brunstetter] 
 “France and the United States: A History of Shared Enlightenment Ideals”[Dr. Daniel 

Brunstetter] 
 

Student introduction recording due on Friday (3 points) 

Week 2 – Reading the Enlightenment  [Jan 14] 

Required reading:  

 Tzvetan Todorov, In Defense of the Enlightenment (London: Atlantic Books, 2009); chapters 1, 4, 
& 5 

 

Pre-recorded lectures: 

 “What is the Enlightenment?” ”[Dr. Daniel Brunstetter] 
 “The Legacy of the Enlightenment Today” ”[Dr. Daniel Brunstetter] 

 

 
 

Discussion Board Activity # 1 due by Friday (6 points) 

 

 

Week 3 – Re-reading the Enlightenment  # 2 [Jan 21] 

Required readings: 

 
 Charles Mills, The Racial Contract (Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 1997); Intro & chapter 1 

 
Pre-recorded lecture: 

 “A Critical Reading of the Enlightenment and its Ideals” ”[Dr. Daniel Brunstetter] 
 

 

Synchronous Dialogue Activity #1 (6 points) 

Breakout groups discussion followed by large group dialogue 

 

Complete Class Survey #1 (1 point) 

http://www.oit.uci.edu/vpn/
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Week 4 – The French and American Revolutions in Perspective [Jan 28] * (French students join class) 

 

 

Required readings: 

 Daniel Brunstetter, “Neutrality, Race and Wars of Extermination: Native Americans in the 
Aftermath of the American Revolution”, in Glenn Moots and Phil Hamilton (eds.), Justifying 
Revolution: Law, Virtue, and Violence in the American War of Independence (Norman, OK: 
University of Oklahoma Press, 2018), pp. 286-307. 

 Denise Z. Davidson, “Feminism and Abolutionism: Trans-Atlantic Trajectories” in The French 
Revolution in Global Perspective, edited by Suzanne Desan and Lynn Hunt (Cornell: Cornell 
University Press, 2003); pp 101-14. 

 

Pre-recorded lectures: 

 “In the Wake of Revolution: Whither the Enlightenment Ideals?” [???can we do this together??] 
 

Synchronous Dialogue Activity # 2 (6 points) 

Live session during which French and U.S. engage the key themes that emerge from the readings 

Week 5 – The Enlightenment as a Colonial Battleground of Ideas [Feb 4] * 

 

Required readings:  

 Dong Kinh Nghia Thuc “A New Method to Study Civilization" (1907) 
 Ho Chi Minh's "On Revolutionary Morality" (1958) 
 Nguyen Manh Tuong, An Excommunicated (Selections) [Un Excommunié. Hanoi 1954-1991: 

Procès d’un intellectuel, Paris, Que Me, 1992] 
 

Suggested Readings: 

 Kevin D. Pham, “Phan Chu Trinh's Democratic Confucianism”, The Review of Politics, Volume 
81, Issue 4 , Fall 2019 , pp. 597 – 620. 

 

Pre-recorded lectures: 

 “Colonialism and the Traffic of Ideas” [Dr. Kevin Pham] 
 “Post-Colonialism, Refugees, and the Enlightenment Ideals” [Dr. Kevin Pham] 

 

Discussion Board Activity #2 due on Friday (6 points) 
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Week 6 – The Enlightenment’s Legacy and the Tensions of Democracy [Feb 11] * 

Required readings:  

 Wendy Brown, Regulating Aversion: Tolerance in the Age of Identity and Aversion (Princeton: 
Princeton University Press (Chapters 1 & 7) 

 Daniel Brunstetter, “Rousseau and the Tensions of France’s Contrat d’Accueil et d’Intégration”, 
Journal of Political Ideologies 17, 1 (2012), pp. 95-114. 

 

Pre-recorded lectures: 

 “Tensions of Modernity” [Dr. Daniel Brunstetter] 
 “Negotiating the Limits of Toleration” [guest speaker?] 

 

Discussion Board Activity #3 due on Friday (6 points) 

Designate final project groups 

 

Week 7 – Race, the Social Contract, and Domination [Feb 18] * 

Required readings:  

 Charles Mills, The Racial Contract (chapters 2 & 3) 
 Charles Mills and Carole Pateman, Contract and Domination (Cambridge: Polity Press, 2007); 

chapters 4 & 5 

 TBA 

Pre-recorded lectures: 

 
 “The Question of Race in France & the U.S.”  [guest speaker ???] 

 

Synchronous Dialogue Activity #3 (6 points) 

 Breakout groups discussion followed by large group dialogue 

 

Week 8 – Defending the Ideals: France, the US, and Trans-Atlantic Security [Feb 25] **   

Required readings:  

 Tara Varma, “The search for freedom of action: Macron’s speech on nuclear deterrence”  
 Claudia Westwood, “UC Fellow's Reflection on the Paris UC Training Module” 

 

 

Pre-recorded lectures: 

 “Frenemies: Trans-Atlantic Security Now and Forever?” [Noelle Baroldy] 
 “France & You: An Insider’s Story” [Noelle Baroldy] 

 
Synchronous Dialogue Activity #4 (6 points) 

Breakout groups discussion followed by large group dialogue (US students only; French students 

on winter recess) 

Complete Class Survey #2 (1 point) 

 

https://ecfr.eu/article/commentary_the_search_for_freedom_of_action_macrons_speech_on_nuclear_deter/
https://uc.web.ox.ac.uk/article/uc-fellows-reflection-on-the-paris-uc-traning-module
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Week 9 – Liberty, Equality, and Intersectionality [March 4] * 

 
 Required video: Kimberlé Crenshaw, “The Urgency of Intersectionality” 
 Required Reading: Eléonore Lépinard, “Impossible Intersectionality? French Feminists and the 

Struggle for Inclusion”, Politics & Gender, Volume 10 , Issue 1 , March 2014 , pp. 124 – 130. 
 

Pre-recorded lectures: 

 “Feminism and the Enlightenment” [Dr. Crystal Cordel] 

  

 

 

Discussion Board Activity #4 due on Friday (6 points) 

Finalize choice of final project theme; get instructor approval 

 

Week 10 – The Enlightenment and Climate Justice?  [March 11] * 

Required readings:  

 Naomi Klein, On Fire: The (Burning) Case for a Green New Deal  

 Henry Shue, "Global Environment and International Equality", International Affairs, 75, 3, 

(1999). 

 
 

Synchronous Dialogue Activity #5 (6 points) 

 Breakout groups discussion followed by large group dialogue 

Finals Week [March 18] 

Submit Group Final Projects, due on TBA 

 Group Written Paper (25 points) 
 Pre-Recorded Group Oral Presentation (15 points) 

Complete Class Evaluation (1 point) 

 

https://www.ted.com/talks/kimberle_crenshaw_the_urgency_of_intersectionality
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