
EDS 110R: Early Learning Environments for Diverse Learners

Instructors

Fall 2020: Dr. Shana Cohen
Spring 2021: Dr. Alison Wishard Guerra
Fall 2021: Dr. Alison Wishard Guerra

Alison Wishard Guerra: Email: awishard@ucsd.edu
Shana Cohen: shanarcohen@ucsd.edu

Schedule of Mandatory Synchronous “Play” Discussion:

Fall 2021: To Be Determined

*Check the current schedule. The time of the mandatory “Play” discussion changes each quarter.

Course Description

EDS 110R, Early Learning Environments for Diverse Learners is an online course. Students
will participate through multiple readings, online activities each week, and one online Zoom
discussion section each week.

The focus of this course is to understand how children grow up in diverse “human communities,”
(Weisner, 2002). These communities shape how children develop and learn. Understanding how
children develop and learn is important for developing educational curricula, programs, and
lessons that are developmentally appropriate and challenging, for diverse learners in a classroom.

In this 10-week course, students will explore concepts of typical child development, atypical
child development, and theories of learning. From these foundational concepts we will explore
how we may develop lessons and classroom activities to support the needs of diverse learners in
the classroom.

Canvas Site for EDS 110R

As a Cross-listed course for the UC System, EDS110R runs on different servers than the local
campus online course system, therefore you must use this login URL https://login.uconline.edu/
to access this course. This course will not show up in your local list of courses hosted by your
own university. Be sure to log in here.
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EDS 110R: Early Learning Environments for Diverse Learners
Course Structure

This course is guided by the following questions:

● How do the contexts in which children are raised affect their growth and development?
● Which aspects of healthy child development are understood to be near-universal, and

which are culturally relative?
● How is early learning shaped by children’s experiences at home, in the neighborhood and

at school?
● How do learning environments support language learning, social development, and

cognitive growth?
● What are the optimal learning environments for neurodiverse, culturally diverse, and

linguistically diverse children?
● How can early learning environments be transformed to support optimal development for

neurodiverse, culturally diverse, and linguistically diverse children?
● What is the role of parents, teachers, and peers in early learning and development?

Participation in this course will allow students to become familiar with the following:

● The diverse contexts in which children grow and learn;
● The theoretical frameworks that guide our understanding of human diversity and

development, contexts of learning, and families;
● Important milestones of typical and atypical development;
● The role of parents, educators, and other important adults in the lives of children;
● How to be a reflective and critical consumer of current research;

Course Objectives

In this course students will:

1. Become familiar with the relevant theories of development that situate children’s learning
within cultural contexts and apply these theories to analyze to local and/or international
contexts (KNOWLEDGE).

2. Learn to define and identify relevant components of formal and informal learning
environments and interpret how these environments shape children’s learning and
development. (KNOWLEDGE)

3. Identify/define near-universal and culturally relevant aspects of child development in
socioculturally diverse environments. (KNOWLEDGE)

4. Explore how existing early learning environments can be transformed for neuro-diverse,
culturally diverse, and linguistically diverse children and families (KNOWLEDGE)

5. Students will gain fluency in writing and analytic thinking by interpreting developmental
theories and critiquing existing and proposed contexts of early childhood education and
development (parallel to Course A) (SKILLS/PROCESS).

6. Students will learn to collaborate using new digital tools in creating multimedia texts and
artifacts that demonstrate critical understanding of course content (SKILLS/PROCESS).
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EDS 110R: Early Learning Environments for Diverse Learners
7. Demonstrate understanding of formal and informal learning environments through

designing early learning environments that support the health and development of young
children (SKILLS/PROCESS).

Required Course Readings

In this course students will read empirical research articles, papers describing theoretical
frameworks, and research review papers published in peer reviewed journals and edited book
volumes. In addition to these readings’ students will read or view social media publications
available on public websites (i.e. TED talks). Finally, students will be asked to read one
ethnographic description of four children in the context of their home and school. 

Chapters and Articles: 
All chapters and articles will be provided within each week’s Inform folder. 

Social Media: 
All social media resources will be linked within the week’s modules.

Book: 
Students should purchase the following book by Week 2: 

Shalaby, C. (2013). Trouble Makers: Lessons in Freedom from Young Children at School.
New York, NY: The New Press. 
This book is available on Amazon in a Kindle edition, hard back, or audio version.

Course Expectations
This course relies heavily on student participation and student’s critical reflection of
the readings. All students are expected, at minimum, to:
1. Attend synchronous class meetings and work sessions and actively

participate: Your punctual attendance, preparation for class, and active
participation are critical to your success in this class. We meet once per week.
Check the schedule for the current quarter at the top of the syllabus. You are
expected to arrive on time, stay for all of the discussion, and be attentive and
engaged. Attendance will be taken, and consistent late arrivals will result in
missed participation points. Appropriate behaviors in online learning
environments will be discussed at the beginning of class.

2. Think critically and reflectively in writing. This is a writing intensive course. If
students know they need assistance with writing, they are expected to seek
tutoring or support. We will provide feedback on content and general organization,
but not grammar or spelling. Students must PROOFREAD all written
assignments. Students are expected to use a standard referencing format such as
MLA or APA on all of their written work. Writing Resources and Tips:

a. Here is an MLA Citation Quick Guide.
b. Here is an APA Citation Quick Guide.
c. Writing Reference Book: Hacker, D., Sommers, N. (2011) A Writer's Reference

(8thEd.) Bedford/St. Martin: Boston.
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d. For guidance on writing, check out the Writing and Critical Expression Hub at the

UCSD Teaching and Learning Commons. (You must create an account to access
the Writing Center Services. Create an account here.)

3. Check your email regularly. You are responsible for checking your email account
regularly. I will send mass emails to the class using your university email
address ONLY. Make sure to use the forwarding feature on your email server to forward
your university email if you have a different preferred email.

4. Submit assignments on time. All assignments will be submitted to the course learning
platform. Unexcused late papers will receive grades lowered by one grade for each 24
hours, or portion thereof, in which the paper is not turned in (i.e., an “A” paper that is 2
hours (or 20 hours) late will receive a “B”). It is recommended that you save a copy of the
submission receipt from Canvas as evidence that you submitted your assignment on
time.

5. Act with academic integrity. Any paper, exam, or report that displays your name is
believed to be your original work. In your papers, you may use words or ideas written by
others but only with proper acknowledgement. “Proper acknowledgement” means that
you have identified the original source and the scope of your use of other’s ideas and
words. It is recommended that you use direct quotes from another source only when
necessary. Be sure to cite the original source using proper APA or MLA formatting. If you
have plagiarized material from another source, you will be asked to participate in a
disciplinary hearing, and you will receive a failing grade in this class. Please refer to your
campus Academic Integrity Office Policy.

6. Contact the professor with requests for Disability Accommodation (if needed).
Students requesting accommodations for this course due to a disability must provide a
current Authorization for Accommodation (AFA) letter issued by your campus Office for
Students with Disabilities (OSD). Students are required to present their AFA letters to
Faculty (please make arrangements to contact me privately).

7. Basic Needs. Any student who faces challenges securing their food or housing is urged to
contact the Dean of your college for support or the relevant Basic Needs website
http://www.basicneeds.berkeley.edu or http://basicneeds.ucsd.edu/

Weekly Workflow
The weekly learning units or "modules" in this course are structured around four learning
activities: Inspire, Inform, Discuss and Reflect.

Weekly Assignments (80%)
Inspire and Inform activities introduce you to the topic of the week and provide you with
foundational knowledge.  They are often related to each other, so it is often impossible to
complete one without the other, and combined, they prepare you to participate in our weekly
Class Discussions. Class Discussions are live, online class meetings that take place on Zoom
once a week. Check the schedule for the current quarter at the top of the syllabus.  Attendance is

4

https://commons.ucsd.edu/academic-support/writing/index.html
https://ucsd.mywconline.com/
http://www.basicneeds.berkeley.edu/
http://basicneeds.ucsd.edu/


EDS 110R: Early Learning Environments for Diverse Learners
mandatory.  Class Discussions will help you organize your thoughts for the weekly Reflect
assignments, which are longer, more substantial writing assignments.  

The descriptions of all four learning activities below provide more information about each. 

Inspire (10%):  Inspire assignments are designed to introduce the topic of the week to you and
inspire you to want to learn more.  Inspire activities generally ask you to post your opinion or
impression of the topic, either through a text post or a discussion post, or sometimes by creating
a "digital poster" with a graphics tool, such as Suite-C's Whiteboard tool (left NavBar) or a
PowerPoint slide. Inspire activities are due on Mondays by 11:59 PM. Late Inspire assignments
will not be accepted because they are the foundation for many Inform assignments and for the
weekly Class Discussions.

Inform Quizzes (10%):  Inform assignments provide you with the readings and videos you need
to learn more about the topic of the week.   Inform is where you will learn about how early
childhood contexts shape children's learning and development. Inform assignments primarily
including completion of the week's readings and watching the lecturette. Some weeks there is a
specific assignment to submit, while other weeks the assignment for Inform is to be prepared for
the Play synchronous activity. Inform Assignments (when specified) are due on Tuesdays by
11:59PM. Late Inform assignments will not be accepted because they are the foundation for the
weekly Class "Play" Discussions. Most resources for Inform will be included in the Inform
folder for each week. In addition to the provided chapters and articles, we will be reading one
book that you will be required to purchase in advance.

Play (15%):   We will meet live, online, once a week for "Play." This is a class discussion using
Zoom.  Attendance is mandatory, and is recorded automatically by Zoom.  No credit will be
given for late arrivals or for partial session attendance. You will be considered late if you login
after the professor or GSI has begun the session, and you must attend the entire discussion
session to get credit. Class discussions will be once per week for 50 minutes. Check the current
schedule at the top of the syllabus.  Be sure to read the Class Discussion page in each weekly
module, in advance of each session, so that you are prepared to participate. Please be sure that
you have Zoom loaded on your device.  You will find download instructions and more about
Zoom in the Online Tools & Set Up module.

Reflect (40%): Reflect assignments comprise half of your course grade.  In Weeks 1-5, Reflect
assignments may be short essays (1-2 pages) in which you demonstrate your understanding of
the theories and practices discussed. They may also be more succinct descriptions writing
assignments to get you to integrate the readings with the activities of the week. In Weeks, Reflect
assignments involve drafting and revising policy proposals for each of four early
childhood-related policy areas we will study:  preschool, family, community and media. Reflect
assignments are due on Sundays by 11:59PM. Reflect assignments may be submitted up to 24
hours late (Mondays by 11:59 PM); late Reflections will receive a full grade reduction penalty.

Final Project: (25%)
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There is no final exam for this course. There is, however, a final project. In groups, students will
create an optimal learning environment based on the specific strengths and needs of a particular
child and family. Students will submit a collaborative written description of their optimal
learning environment and they will also record a 6 minute and 40 second Pecha Kucha Style
presentation.

A Pecha Kucha session is a slide show with strict time and length requirements. The original
Pecha Kucha is supposed to be 20 visually appealing slides that are shown for 20 seconds each.
The purpose of this presentation style is to force the presenter to stick to the point. For our class,
each group will present a modified Pecha Kucha of their Optimal Learning Environment
designed for their case study child/family. Students will present 20 slides, with each slide on the
screen for 20 seconds. For more information on what is a Pecha Kucha and how to create one,
view this youtube video.

Students will also engage in peer evaluations of the Pecha Kucha Sessions and reflect upon their
experiences completing the Optimal Learning Environment Project during Reflect, Week 10. 

Grading
The assignments in this course will be reviewed and graded as follows: 

Inspire Exercises: These assignments are designed to help you organize your thoughts and
opinions in advance of completing the weekly readings, watching the lectures, and participating
in our weekly Class Discussion sessions and for your Reflect assignments. Each week we will
grade Inspire assignments from 30% of the students. You will receive feedback on these
assignments if you are among the 30% of the students whose assignments we will have read for
that week.

Inform Assignments:  These assignments are designed to provide depth and breadth of
knowledge on the week's topic. You will be expected to carefully read all required readings,
watch all required lectures/videos, and to think critically about what you have learned. In some
weeks there will be a graded assignment associated with Inform and all work will be graded and
receive feedback. During other weeks you will not need to submit anything for Inform, but are
expected to come to Play Discussions with your own personal notes taken during your Inform
lessons to prepare you to have a meaningful discussion. 

Play: Class Discussions:  Active participation in Play discussions is mandatory.  On-time and
full attendance at each Play Discussion session will earn full credit.  There is no credit for late or
partial attendance.  Attendance is automatically recorded by Zoom. Students who miss more than
one Play Discussion will not receive a final grade higher than a B.

Reflect Assignments:  Reflect assignments constitute 50% of your grade.  These assignments
should be written thoughtfully and proofread conscientiously.  We will provide feedback on
content and general organization, but not on grammar or spelling, therefore, you must
PROOFREAD all written assignments. You are expected to use APA Guidelines on all of your
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EDS 110R: Early Learning Environments for Diverse Learners
written work. This is a writing-intensive course. If you know you need assistance with writing,
you are expected to seek tutoring or support.

Assignment  Frequency # Points each Percentage

Inspire  1/week  3 10%

Inform 1or 2/week  3 10%

Class
Discussion  1/week  5 15%

Reflect  1/week 12 40%

Final
Project  1 for the course 75  25%

Total 100%

Late Policy
Late Inspire and Inform assignments will not be accepted.

Reflect assignments may be submitted up to 24 hours late (i.e., Mondays by 11:59 PM) and will
receive a full grade reduction penalty. For example, an “A” paper that is 2 hours (or 20 hours)
late will receive a “B”). It is recommended that you save a copy of the submission receipt from
Canvas as evidence that you submitted your assignment on time.

Learning Accommodations
Students requesting accommodations for this course due to a disability must provide a current
Authorization for Accommodation (AFA) letter issued by your campus Office for Students with
Disabilities (OSD). Students are required to present their AFA letters to Faculty.  Please make
your arrangements directly with the professor. 

Academic Integrity
Any assignment, paper, exam, or report that displays your name is believed to be your original
work. In your assignments, you may use words or ideas written by others but only with proper
acknowledgement. “Proper acknowledgement” means that you have identified the original
source and the scope of your use of other’s ideas and words. It is recommended that you use
direct quotes from another source only when necessary. Be sure to cite the original source using
proper APA formatting. If you have plagiarized material from another source, you will be asked
to participate in a disciplinary hearing and you will receive a failing grade in this class.

Be sure you have read UCSD's policy on Academic Integrity.
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EDS 110R: Early Learning Environments for Diverse Learners
Basic Needs.
Any student who faces challenges securing their food or housing is urged to contact the Dean of
your college for support or the relevant Basic Needs website: http://basicneeds.ucsd.edu/

Topics and Activities

Week 1: Introduction to Early Learning Environments
Learning Objective: Identify and describe your own learning environments and the
common learning environments in which children grow.

View
1. Professor Cohen on "Introduction to Early Childhood Learning Environments"
2. Tom Weisner TEDx Talk, UCLA

Read
● Weisner, T. (2002). Ecocultural understanding of children’s developmental pathways .

Human Development, 45, 275-281.
● Strong-Wilson, T., & Ellis, J. (2007). Children and Place: Reggio Emilia's Environment

as Third Teacher. Theory Into Practice (46) 1, 40-47.
● Cabrera, N. (2013). Positive Development of Minority Children . Society for Research

on Child Development, Social Policy Report (27)2.
Inform Assignment Due.

Reflect Assignment

For Week 1 Reflect you will write a 1-2 page reflection paper addressing the following guiding
questions:

● Thinking back through your work this week, what are some new understandings and
insights you have gained about learning environments?

● Identify promotive factors that were present in these learning environments. How
were they protective to promote optimal learning?

● What did you learn from your peers’ learning environment that has enhanced your
understanding of the material for this week?

● Include at least 2 observations from peers’ learning environments and all 3 of this
week’s readings in support of your reflection.

Week 2: Traditional theories of developmental risk and social class

8

http://basicneeds.ucsd.edu/
https://uconline.hosted.panopto.com/Panopto/Pages/Viewer.aspx?id=e3f5fc6a-3d91-4440-a2e2-aa1b016c87c8
http://tedx.ucla.edu/talks/tom_weisner_what_is_the_most_important_influence_on_child_development/
https://cole2.uconline.edu/courses/1228726/files/82699040/download?wrap=1
https://cole2.uconline.edu/courses/1228726/files/82699015/download?wrap=1
https://cole2.uconline.edu/courses/1228726/files/82699015/download?wrap=1
https://cole2.uconline.edu/courses/1228726/files/82699031/download?wrap=1
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Learning Objective: To understand the traditional developmental risk and social class theories.

View
1. Lecturette: Professor Wishard Guerra’s lecture will situate current cultural theories of

development within the historical context of cognitive and social development.
2. Barbara Rogoff, TEDx Talk: It All Starts at Home

Read
● Blake, B. & Pope , T. (2008). Developmental Psychology: Incorporating Piaget's and

Vygotsky's theories in classrooms. Journal of Cross Disciplinary Perspectives in
Education, (1), 59-67.

● Gauvain (2005). With eyes to the future: A brief history of cognitive development. New
Directions for Child and Adolescent Development, 109, 119-126. History of Cognitive
Development .

● Rogoff, B., Paradise, R., Mejia Arauz, R., Correa-Chavez, M., & Anelillo, C. (2003).
Firsthand learning through intent participation. Annual Review of Psychology (54)
(175-203) .

Reflect Assignment
For Week 2 you will write 3 Haikus:
1. Compose. Write a Haiku for each of the 3 theories you learned about this week. Include at
least TWO references to the readings, lecture, group discussion, and/or the Inspire video.  You
may write your 3 Haikus on one Word document.
2.  Submit. Submit your Haikus as an assignment.
Grading: The Haiku will be evaluated for following the style of a Haiku (per Introduction
instructions) and adequately representing each theory. You may include a short explanation of
how each haiku represents a theory if you feel it is needed.
Sign up for field observation site, to be conducted Week 3 (Located in Reflect 2)

Week 3: Empowering theories: Ecocultural Developmental Niche
Learning Objective: To understand ecocultural and developmental niche theories.

View
1. Dr. Cohen Lecturette,  "Defining 3 theories/frameworks
2. Dr. Wishard Guerra Lecturette, "Observing young children in everyday settings

Read
● Gauvain , M. (2013). Sociocultural contexts of development. In P. Zelazo (Ed.), The

Oxford Handbook of Developmental Psychology (pgs 1-48). Oxford: Oxford University
Press.

● Rogoff, B. (2003). Cultural Nature of Human Development (2003) Chapter 2. Oxford:
Oxford University Press.
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● Vélez-Agosto, N., Soto-Crespo, J. G., Vizcarrondo-Oppenheimer, M., Vega-Molina, S.,

& García-Coll, C. (2017). Bronfenbrenner’s Bioecological Theory revision: Moving
culture from the macro into the micro. Association of Psychological Science, 12(5),
900-910.

● Tudge, J. & Hogan, D. (2005). An ecological approach to observations of children's
everyday lives. In Greene & Hogan (Eds.). Researching Children’s Experience, Sage.

Conduct Field Observation and Inform Assignment
Reflect Assignment
For Week 3 you will write a (3-5 page) field note:
The field note will document your field observation of children and families in a local context.
Field notes are designed to give you an opportunity to think about how learning and development
is nested within contexts and shaped by social interactions. You will pay careful attention to the
nature of interactions between children and adults within a specific activity, the role of adults in
guiding children’s learning, and the goal of the activity setting you are observing.

Your field note should have 4 sections:

1. Basic information: Location of observation, date, time, duration, target child/adults
2. Wide-angle description of overall social scene . This includes a description of the

weather, crowd, affective tone of the environment. Example: “It was a cold and
cloudy day. There were only a few families at the park. The children were dressed in
warm coats that made it difficult for them to climb on the playground.” [1-5
sentences]

3. Focused objective observation. In this section you will describe observable behaviors
including identification of the activity setting and behaviors of adults and children.
Be sure to only include behaviors that you can observe, such as “the boy smiled at his
mother and she smiled back” NOT “the boy and his mother were happy to be
together”. This may be documented in a running list [2-5 paragraphs]

4. A reflective discussion. In this section you include your interpretation of your
observations. This is where you reflect on the meaning of your observation, from the
perspective of the community whenever possible. Integrate at least three course
readings and one theoretical framework to support your claims.  Be sure to include a
reference list

5. Citations:  Using APA or MLA style, include a minimum of three course readings
from weeks 1-3.

Week 4: Home as a learning environment: Understanding home learning
environments for diverse learners
Learning Objective: To identify and define examples of home learning environments for
socioculturally diverse learners. To describe the variety of home learning environments that
exist for diverse children.
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View

1. Professor Cohen on, "Home as a Learning Environment"
Read

● Leyendecker, B., Cabrera, N., Lembcke, H., Willard, J., Kohl, K., Spiegler, O. (2018).
Parenting in a new land: Immigrant parents and the positive development of their
children and youth . European Psychologist, 23, pp. 57-71.

● Super, C., & Harkness, S. (1994). The Developmental Niche . In W. J. Lonner & R. S.
Malpass (Eds.), Psychology and culture (pp. 95–99). Needham Heights, MA: Allyn &
Bacon.

● Howes C., &  Wishard Guerra, A. (2009). Networks of attachment relationships in
low-income children of Mexican Heritage: Infancy through preschool. Social
Development, 18, (pp. 896-914).

● Skinner, D. & Weisner, T. (2007). Sociocultural studies of families of children with
disabilities. Mental Retardation and Developmental Disabilities, 13, (pp. 302-312).

Preview and sign up for Play Videos
Assignment

For Reflect Week 4, you will write a 1-2 page reflection paper describing your own observations
of the research video that you viewed during Play 4 this week.

In one to two pages, respond to the following Guiding Questions:

● Describe the environment in which the interactions are occurring
● Who is present in the environment?
● Describe the activities occurring in this clip.
● What is the role of the adult(s) and child within the observe activity? (E.g. Is this a

parent directed with didactic instruction or is it a child directed activity where the
adult is supporting the child's learning rather than directing it?)

● What strengths do you notice in this environment?
● Interpretation: Please reference all of this week's required readings to make

connections between the strengths that you noticed in the film with the terms or
strategies presented by the authors.

Week 5: Classrooms – Traditional
Learning Objective: To identify and define the specific classroom environments that
support diverse learners (e.g., inclusion, pull-out, push-in, differentiation)

View
1. Principal Panel Discussion, Part 1:  When thinking about socioculturally and

neurodiverse learners, what makes an inviting/inclusive school environment?
2. Principal Panel Discussion, Part 2: How do you meet the needs of children who may be

behaviorally challenging or children who learn differently?
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3. Principal Panel Discussion, Part 3: What would it look like if we used schools as a place

to invite young people to understand problems of power and inequality together?
Read

● Shalaby, C. (2013). Trouble Makers: Lessons in Freedom from Young Children at
School. New York, NY: The New Press. This book is available on Amazon in a Kindle
edition, hard back, or audio version. EVERYONE should read the Forward, the Preface
and the Introduction (pgs. xi - xxxiv)

○ We will JIGSAW the four cases presented in this book as follows:
■ If your last name starts with the letter A -E Read Case Study 1: "Zora"
■ If your last name starts with the letters F - K, read Case Study 2: "Lucas"
■ If your last name starts with the letters L - Q, read Case Study 3: "Sean"
■ If your last name starts with the letters R - Z read Case Study 4: "Marcus"

○ EVERYONE should read the Conclusion and "A Letter to Teachers" (pgs.
151-181).

Inform Assignment Due
Assignment
For Reflect 5 you will create and annotate a Graphic Organizer:

In this Reflect assignment, you will create and annotate a Graphic Organizer for your particular
child from Troublemakers.

1. Set Up. Create a graphic organizer divided into four quadrants (you may use word or
powerpoint), with notes on the following topics:

● Quadrant 1: Identify and Describe the child's talents, gifts, passions, interests,
strengths;

● Quadrant 2: What are contexts/environments in which the child is successful?
● Quadrant 3: What are some of the challenges that the student faced at school and

home;
● Quadrant 4: What are some strategic supports or accommodations at school and home

that would benefit the child.

Week 6: Classrooms as learning environments: Innovative practices to transform
classroom learning environments
Learning Objective: To investigate, critique, and find good models of innovative
classroom practices. Try out different practices with a group of friends.

View
1. Dr. Ageliki Nicolopolou on Story Telling & Story Acting
2. Professor Cohen, "Building on home practices to transform classroom practices"
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https://uconline.hosted.panopto.com/Panopto/Pages/Viewer.aspx?id=88edcc66-75a4-4acb-9f1a-aa390160adfb
https://uconline.hosted.panopto.com/Panopto/Pages/Viewer.aspx?id=88edcc66-75a4-4acb-9f1a-aa390160adfb
https://uconline.hosted.panopto.com/Panopto/Pages/Viewer.aspx?id=63bd450e-a248-402a-b5ad-aa3f0172aa30
https://uconline.hosted.panopto.com/Panopto/Pages/Viewer.aspx?id=7e925537-eb28-4dd8-a6ab-aa3f0156293f


EDS 110R: Early Learning Environments for Diverse Learners
Read

● Nicolopolou, A.,  Barbosa da Sa, A., Ilgaz, H., & Brockmeyer, C. (2009). Using the
transformative power of play to to educate hearts and minds from Vygotsky to Vivian
Paley and Beyond. Mind, Culture, and Activity, 17, 42-58.

● Kuh, L., LeeKeenan, D., Given, H., & Beneke, M. (2016). Moving beyond anti-bias
activities: Supporting the development of antibias practices. Young Children, 58-65.

● Holloway, S., Cohen, S. R., & Dominguez-Pareto, I. (2018). Culture, stigma, and
intersectionality: Towards equitable parent practitioner relationships in early childhood
Special Education . In L Morgan (Ed.) and M. Siller (Ed), Editors: Handbook of Parent
Implemented Interventions for Very Young Children. Louisianna: Springer.

Prepare for Play 6.
Assignment
For Week 6 you will spend time thinking about how the readings from Week 6 and will write 1-3
paragraphs on innovative pedagogical approaches and classroom design that you may want to
incorporate into your final group project.
Write 1-3 paragraphs on innovative pedagogical approaches and classroom design that you may
want to incorporate into your final group project.
Guiding Questions:

● Identify innovative pedagogical approaches that stood out to you from the readings
● How might these innovative pedagogical approaches support the case you chose for

your final project?
● Be sure to build on strengths you have begin to identify in your case example (ie

strengths in child, family or community)

Week 7: School systems as learning environments: Innovative practices to
transform school systems for diverse learners
Learning Objective: To identify exemplar model schools that support diverse learners.
Describe why they are exemplar schools and how they support diverse learners.

View
1. Interview, Lance Billingsley
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Read

1. Beneke, M. & Cheatham, G. A. (2015). Speaking up for African American English:
Equity and inclusion in early childhood settings. Early Childhood Education Journal,
43, 127-134.

2. Pope Edwards, C. & Gandini, L. (2018). The Reggio Emilia Approach to Early
Childhood Education. In J. Roopnarine , (Ed), J. Johnson, (Ed), S. Quinn (Ed.), and M.
Patte. (Ed). Editors. Handbook of International Perspectives on Early Childhood
Education. New York: Routledge.

3. Copple & Bredekamp, (2009). Developmentally Appropriate Practice in Early Childhood
Program Serving Children from birth through age 8. National Association for the
Education of Young Children, Position Statement.

Prepare for Play 7
Assignment

For Week 7 you will spend time thinking about how the readings from Week 7 informed your
Play 7 activity.  You will use the research you did on the innovative school (Inform 7) to write an
essay describing the innovative school, situated within the socio-historical/socio-political
context. You will be expected to draw from orienting theories, class readings from week 7, and
your personal outside research on your selected school.

Using the school that you used to prepare for Play 7, write an essay in which you develop a
thesis in response to the following prompts:

● How does this innovative school address the socio-historical, political space it
currently resides in?

● Draw comparisons to the evolution of the Reggio Emilia approach that was a direct
response to the destruction experienced in WWII.

● How does this school address issues of equity and diversity evident in the specific
community? Consider diversity in terms of neurodiversity, linguistic diversity, ethnic
diversity, gender diversity.

Week 8: Community-Based learning environments
Learning Objective: To explore how communities support early learning. Why are
communities’ important contexts to understand early learning?

View
1. Expert Interview with Lyn Schultz (Art Produce) and Caren Holtzman (UCSD Teacher

Educator) about community partnerships.
https://uconline.hosted.panopto.com/Panopto/Pages/Viewer.aspx?id=ae21f154-2128-41aa
-a630-aa530113406e&start=undefined
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https://cole2.uconline.edu/courses/1228726/files/82699001/download?wrap=1
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Read

1. Ridge, K., Weisberg, D. S., Ilgaz, H., Hirsh-Pasek, K., Golinkoff, R. M. (2015).
Supermarket speak: Increasing talk among low socioeconomic families. Mind, Brain,
and Education, 9, 127-135.

2. Jacobson, D. (2018). A powerful convergence: Community schools and early childhood
education. Kappan, 99, 19-24.

3. Weisberg, D. S., Hirsh-Pasek, K., Golinkoff, R. M., & McCandliss, B. (2014). Mise en
Place: Setting the stage for thought and action. Trends in Cognitive Science, 18,
276-278.

Inform 8 Assignment Due
Assignment

For Reflect 6 Compose a 6 Word Story:
1. Compose. Write a Six Word Story describing how your experience during your
community visit supported ideas, concepts, or themes that we read about this week. You may
include your objects as a visual representation of your story. Please reference at least one
reading or lecturette from this week.

Week 9: Digital Learning Environments
Learning Objective: To identify and examine digital learning environments for diverse
learners. How do digital learning environments support young learners?

View
1. Expert Interview with Dr. Leslie Ponciano, Ph.D:

https://uconline.hosted.panopto.com/Panopto/Pages/Viewer.aspx?id=25c58b55-9284-498
4-9c3f-aa590162262e&start=undefined

2. Rogoff Study: Collaboration as an Ensemble
Read

1. Blagojevic, B., Chevalier, S., MacIsaac, A., Hitchcock, L., and Frechette B. Young
children and computers: Storytelling and learning in a digital age. Teaching Young
Children, 3, pgs 1-5.

2. Zomer, N. R., & Kay, R. H. (2016). Technology use in early childhood education: A
review of the literature. Journal of Educational Informatics, 1, 1-25.

3. NAEYC Position Statement on Technology. (2012). Technology and interactive media as
tools in early childhood programs serving children from birth through age 8. Fred Rogers
Center.

4. Hirsh-Pasek, K., Zosh, J. M., Golinkoff, R. M., Gray, J. H., Robb, M. B., & Kaufman, J.
Putting education in education apps: Lessons from the science of learning. Psychological
Science in the Public Interest, 16, 3-34.

Prepare for Play 9.
Assignment
For Week 9 Reflect:
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https://cole2.uconline.edu/courses/1228726/files/82699002/download?wrap=1
https://cole2.uconline.edu/courses/1228726/files/82699009/download?wrap=1
https://cole2.uconline.edu/courses/1228726/files/82699009/download?wrap=1
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https://cole2.uconline.edu/courses/1228726/files/82699012/download?wrap=1
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https://cole2.uconline.edu/courses/1228726/files/82699022/download?wrap=1
https://cole2.uconline.edu/courses/1228726/files/82699022/download?wrap=1
https://cole2.uconline.edu/courses/1228726/files/82699022/download?wrap=1
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Drawing from the readings in Inform this week, respond to each of the following questions in a
1-2 page essay:

1. Identify best practices for effectively integrating technology into early learning
environments. What are some successes and challenges educators have experienced when
integrating technology? Use evidence from your Whiteboard assignment and from each
of the readings to support your argument.

2. In today's highly connected technological society, form an opinion about whether
technology is a necessary component in designing innovative learning environments for
young learners. Use evidence from some of the innovative schools we have reviewed in
this course (i.e. 13 Most Innovative Schools, Green School). You may also include
outside research.

Week 10: Developing Models of Creative Design - Final Presentations
View

1. Heckman: The Economics of Human Potential.
Read

1. Stavely, K., (2019). Governor Newsom's Early Childhood Advisor describes Whole
Child, Whole Family, Whole Community, Strategy. Ed Source. (Links to an external
site.)

2. Freedberg, L. (2019). Governor Newsom wants universal preschool for low income
children in California phased in for 3 years.  (Links to an external site.)

3. Heckman (2019). Early childhood education strengthens families and can break
the cycle of poverty. Heckman Equation.

Prepare PechaKucha for Final Play
Assignment

For your final Reflect assignment, we would like you to consider the policy of Universal
Preschool presented in Inspire 10 and Inform 10.

In 1-2 pages, respond to the following questions:

1. How could Universal Preschool be part of an approach to transform early education to
promote equity for diverse learners?

2. After learning about the importance of multiple learning environments, What are the strengths
and weaknesses of this approach?
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https://heckmanequation.org/resource/heckman-overview/
https://edsource.org/2019/california-governors-early-childhood-advisor-says-vision-is-whole-child-whole-community/609701
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