
 

SOCIOL 1: Introductory Sociology 
Fall 2020, UCLA-Online 

Prof. Jessica L. Collett 

email: collett@soc.ucla.edu, virtual office: http://ucla.zoom.us/my/jlcollett 
 

I. Introduction 

 

Course Introduction: 

Sociology is the science—and the art—of understanding 

the connection between human behavior, social 

relationships, and the society we live in, what C. Wright 

Mills called “the sociological imagination.” As a 

comprehensive introduction to the discipline, this course 

will teach you the history, approach, and foci of this 

unique perspective, as well as its practical value.    

 

Learning Objectives: 

As a student who successfully completes this course, you 

will be able to: 

● Articulate the sociological imagination and 

engage it to examine topics of interest to 

sociologists including social construction, culture, 

the self, dimensions of difference (e.g., gender, 

race, social class), and social institutions (e.g., families, education, organizations, media, and 

politics). This examination will take the form of written assignments, exams, questions 

embedded in lectures, and engagement in discussion both on the CCLE website and in section 

meetings. 

● Master a specific strategy for critical thinking, developed by Stephen Brookfield. You will 

practice this skill by using this framework to analyze widely-held assumptions both alone and in 

small groups throughout the term.  

● Adopt a perspective oriented toward lifelong learning and the interdisciplinary application of 

sociology, having gained the confidence and skill to interpret social life through a sociological 

lens in both formal and more conversational settings.  

 

Required Text: 

Newman, David M., Jodi O’Brien, and Michelle Robertson. 2018. Sociology, Exploring the Architecture 

of Everyday Life: Readings, 11th Edition. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publishing. 

 

It is VERY IMPORTANT that you get this specific book. David Newman writes a lot of books! This one is 

a reader (note “Readings” at the end of the title) and it is the 11th Edition. If you get an earlier 

edition, you will not have all the readings on the syllabus. The ISBN number is the best way to search 

for the correct book if you are not buying this directly from the UCLA bookstore. It is: 1506350216 

 

mailto:collett@soc.ucla.edu
http://ucla.zoom.us/my/jlcollett
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Contact Information: 

Prof. Jessica L. Collett Student Hours:  

collett@soc.ucla.edu Mon. 9-11am, Tues. 3-4pm, Thurs. 6:30am-8am, and by appointment.  

On Zoom (https://ucla.zoom.us/my/jlcollett) unless otherwise arranged 

 

Teaching Assistants: 

Please see the course website for Teaching Assistant (TA) email addresses and student hours (also 

known as office hours). These student hours will be via Zoom at links provided by the TAs. 

 

Contacting Us: 

I try to be very available to my students. 

However, like you, I have a life beyond this class. I 

have a family and friends, other students, and 

other obligations. The TAs do too! Before 

emailing us with a question, please check the 

syllabus and/or course website to see if it has 

been answered somewhere else. When you do 

email or call, please be patient. We might 

respond immediately, we might not. Give us a day 

(or a weekend) to get back to you. You don’t need 

to schedule an appointment for my regular 

student hours. My virtual doors are wide open 

during that time (see the course website for 

instructions on how to join these virtually and 

check with your TA about their own scheduling policy). However, if you want to meet outside those 

times, please contact me to set up an appointment for a time I am available. Feel free to meet with any 

of us, regardless of the section you are in. However, if you want to discuss a grade, you must talk with 

the person who graded your assignment (your TA, unless otherwise noted). 

 

Course Organization: 

This online course is designed to be integrative and engaging, to foster a relationship between you (as 

the student) and me (as the professor), you and your teaching assistant (also known as a TA), you and 

other students, you and the material, and you and UCLA’s Department of Sociology. In other words, 

we’re actively fostering connection in a time and on a medium that makes it challenging. To accomplish 

that, this course is specifically designed for online instruction, with a variety of components. Here is how 

the course is organized: 

 

1. Weekly Overview: At the beginning of each week—Sundays, on the UCLA calendar—I will 

record a video introducing the topics for the week. These will include an overview of the 

general topic, a brief introduction to the collection of lectures, readings, and assignments, and 

a relevant example from everyday life. This will provide a framework for you as you navigate 

the course and material and demonstrate how to see things in your everyday life as 

sociologically relevant. These will be filmed live, in case you want to attend. Afterward, I will 

stop the recording and have a short Q&A session with any interested students. 

mailto:collett@soc.ucla.edu
https://ucla.zoom.us/my/jlcollett
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2. Readings and Lecture Videos: Each week there will be two to four short lecture videos (10-45 

minutes each), most with at least one reading tied to it. You can decide whether to read the 

reading(s) before or after watching the relevant video, but be attuned to potential connections. 

Some videos will feature a guest professor from UCLA’s Sociology Department. These will mix 

things up a bit and also introduce you to the type of research being done on campus as well as 

professors you might take future sociology courses from.  

3. Quizzes: There will be a short quiz after each of the lecture videos on the material and relevant 

reading (if there are readings assigned). These are open-note and open-book, but you will only 

have one minute per question, meaning you will be better off knowing the material than 

having to sift through your notes to find an answer. These quizzes hold you accountable for 

reading and paying attention, while also signaling to me and the TAs where students may need 

additional help to understand the course material. They are low-stakes, in that questions on 

these are worth fewer points than similar ones on the exam.  

4. Section Meetings and CCLE Discussion Forums: You will meet with your TA for 50 minutes per 

week in a live discussion section, conducted using Zoom. Activities in section will give you 

experience discussing course concepts. Attendance is mandatory, starting in Week 0 (Oct 1). 

Sections are led by Teaching Assistants in a format similar to that of discussion sections on 

campus. If your internet connection and computer are not sufficiently robust to allow for 

successful conferencing, you can also call in via phone (see the course website for more 

information). You will also be required to participate in section by posting in response to two 

section discussion forums in CCLE each week. These activities and assignments will give you 

experience engaging and applying the course concepts alongside other students. The TA will 

provide specific feedback on your work and course engagement throughout the quarter. 

5. Small Group Work: Near the beginning of the quarter, you will be assigned to a small group 

with other students in your section. You will use Zoom to work with fellow group members on 

a variety of activities throughout the quarter, reporting back to the section what you discussed 

and discovered. At the end of the quarter, part of your small-group grade will be determined 

by your fellow-group members’ ratings of your participation and contributions to group work. 

6. Homework: On non-exam weeks, you will have a homework assignment due every Sunday 

night at 11:59pm. Note: Just because there are due on Sunday does not mean you need to wait 

until then to do them, as they’re posted at the beginning of the week. These are varied in 

difficulty, but relate to the course and course goals and are private (and some anonymous), 

rather than (semi-)public like the discussion responses are.  

7. Exams: There will be three exams during the quarter (a mini-exam at the end of Week 2, a 

midterm at the beginning of Week 7, and a final during Finals Week). 10% of your exam score 

comes from each of the weeks of the quarter, meaning the mini-exam is worth 20%, and the 

other two are worth 40% each. You will take these exams online.  

 

Honors Seminar:  

There is an Honors Section of this course that has an additional “live” meeting with Prof. Collett on 

Wednesdays from 10-10:50am to discuss complementary readings. Anyone who is interested in diving 

deeper in a small group setting and getting to know me and a small group of fellow students is welcome! 

You do not need to be part of an honors program to join. To participate, students will need to register 

for SOC 89 with J.L. Collett.  
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II. Expectations and Policies 

Email and Course Website: The TAs and I expect you to check your email at least once each weekday 

and to log in to the course website at least three times a week. As an online course, these are our 

primary ways of getting in touch with you and ensuring that we are all on the same page. If you are 

planning to travel, be sure that you have regular access to the internet and a computer while you are 

away. This is a five-unit general education course. As such, you should expect to spend 15 hours each 

week on the class on average (lectures, readings, assignments, etc.). Our experience has been that 

online students are more successful if they space their work out regularly and predictably each week.  

Participation: You are expected to participate on the discussion forums, in group work, and in section 

meetings. This will be part of your grade in the course. If you are unsure of how best to participate, talk 

to me or your TA and we will share ideas. 

Academic Integrity and Student Conduct: You are expected to follow the UCLA Student Conduct Code, 

and misconduct will not be tolerated in my courses. This includes sharing materials (e.g., exams, quiz 

questions/responses, assignments) with other students or depositories. Unless explicitly noted 

otherwise, all assignments in this class are individual endeavors. For maximum flexibility, quizzes and 

exams are open for extended time. You should not take advantage of this by collaborating or providing 

or requesting assistance, material, or information on any academic exercise. All assignments will be 

turned in on the course website and run through plagiarism detection software. If I have reason to 

believe you have violated the code or these policies, I will report the incident to the Dean of Students. 

You should be familiar with punishable forms of cheating, but if you have any questions, please ask me. 

Accommodations for Students with Disabilities:  Videos and other materials online will be prepared to 

accommodate most needs. If other accommodations are necessary, the TAs and I will make 

accommodations for those who need them. If you wish to request an additional accommodation due to 

a disability, please contact the UCLA Center for Accessible Education (CAE) as soon as possible and then 

follow up with me. CAE is available to all students taking courses at UCLA, regardless of home campus. 

Mandatory Reporting: As your instructors, one of the responsibilities of me and the TAs is to help create 

a safe learning environment. We want you to feel comfortable in this class and to feel like you can share 

information related to your life experiences in section forums and discussions, in your written work, and 

in our one-on-one meetings. We will keep information you share private to the greatest extent possible. 

However, we also have a mandatory reporting responsibility related to our roles as faculty and teaching 

assistants. That means that we are required to share information regarding sexual misconduct or a 

crime that may have occurred on UCLA’s campus with the University with UCLA’s Title IX office. If you 

would like to speak to someone who can maintain confidentiality on those issues, you should contact a 

UCLA CARE Advocate at advocate@careprogram.ucla.edu or (310)206-2465. 

Writing Center: The Undergraduate Writing Center offers UCLA undergraduates one-on-one sessions on 

their writing via appointment and drop-ins. The Center is staffed by peer learning facilitators (PLFs), 

undergraduates who are trained to help at any stage in the writing process and with writing assignments 

from across the curriculum. PLFs tailor appointments to the concerns of each writer. Call: 310-206-1320, 

e-mail: wcenter@g.ucla.edu, or visit to book an appointment online: uwc.ucla.edu. 

  

https://www.deanofstudents.ucla.edu/Individual-Student-Code#academicdis7
https://www.cae.ucla.edu/students
mailto:advocate@careprogram.ucla.edu
mailto:wcenter@g.ucla.edu
uwc.ucla.edu
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III. Assignments and Evaluations: 

Realizing that students have various strengths and weaknesses, I incorporate a number of different 

evaluation styles in my grading system. All these components are intended to increase engagement and 

mastery of the material. Students who are prepared and engaged are sure to excel. 

● Quizzes (12%): Almost every lecture video/reading pair will be followed by a short quiz. If you are 

keeping up with the readings, considering the questions in the reader, and paying attention to 

lectures, these should be easy. Your top 20 of these will count toward your grade.  

● Discussion Forum Contributions (18%): Each week you will be required to post at least twice on the 

discussion forum. These posts will take three forms, depending on the prompt: 1) An answer to a 

question that the TAs or fellow students pose, 2) A question you are curious about yourself, or 3) An 

application or example of the course material. The week’s first post is always due Wednesdays by 

11:59pm and the second post always due Fridays by 11:59pm. 

● Homework (16%): On non-exams weeks there will be a homework assignment. Some of these will 

be quite simple, others will require more time. Good faith effort is required to do well. These are 

due Sunday by 11:59pm. All 8 count toward your grade. 

● Section Engagement (6%): In discussion section meetings and online you will do activities, discuss 

readings, delve deeper into topics, and work together to understand the material. To accomplish 

this requires attendance, participation, and preparation. Your section TAs will gauge your 

performance in section meetings and discussion forums to generate this score. You get one section 

meeting absence as a freebie. After that, absences will decrease your grade for section engagement.   

● Group Effort (2%): Your group members will rate your contributions to group work over the quarter 

and that will factor into your final grade. 

● Exams (46%): There will be three exams for this course—two given during the quarter and one 

during finals week. The exams will consist of three sections—multiple choice & true/false, short 

answer, and essay. Sociological concepts build on each other and relate to one another, so although 

the final is NOT cumulative in a traditional sense, it may require you to engage a variety of concepts 

we have covered throughout the quarter to demonstrate a holistic understanding of sociology.  

 

No late assignments will be accepted and exams will only be given on the scheduled dates. 

 

Grading: 

Final grades will be determined based on the total number of points that you earn on exams, 

assignments, and engagement. Please note that I do not round grades up.  

 

Quizzes (20, worth 2.5 pts each) 50  A+ >100%  C+ 77-79.9% 

Forum Contributions (see below) 75  A 93-99.9%  C 73-76.9% 

Homework (7, worth 10 pts each) 70  A- 90-92.9%  C- 70-72.9% 

Section Engagement (25 pts)  25  B+ 87-89.9%  D+ 67-69.9% 

Group Effort (10 pts) 10  B 83-86.9%  D 63-66.9% 

Exams (1 worth 45 pts; 2 worth 75 pts) 195  B- 80-82.9%  F < 63% 

Total        425       
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Forum Grading Philosophy, Process, and Scale:  This is an online course. To help motivate students—

not only to learn, but to excel—and to reduce student stress while increasing students’ perceived 

responsibility for their grades, I employ a Pass/No Credit grading strategy for discussion forum 

contributions. Given this is a course at a top public university, I hold students to high academic 

standards. Therefore a P must rise to the level of a B grade, satisfying all requirements (“Solid work 

across the board”). There are 18 assigned forum posts. A P on 15 or more results in an A+ (75 pts). To 

determine your score on anything below that, multiply P times 5. For a percentage, use this equation 

((P*5)/75).  

 

IV.  Topics, Assigned Readings, and Due Dates 

Articles out of the Sociology, Exploring the Architecture of Everyday Life: Readings book simply include 

the page numbers after the title and author. Readings that are available from the course website are 

indicated by (CCLE) following the title and author, with the original source provided below each of these 

readings. Readings are intentionally paired with lectures and should be considered together.   

 

THE INDIVIDUAL AND SOCIETY 

 

WEEK 0 & 1 (10/01-10/10)* 

*All dates and times are Pacific PDT until 11/01 and PST after the time change  

Lecture 1. Welcome to Sociology 

Reading: None 

Quiz 1: No reading required.  

Quiz is embedded in lecture video. Due Wednesday 10/07 at 11:59pm 

Some advice: Throughout the course, you will be most successful if lectures are watched 

before your weekly discussion section. 

 

Lecture 2. The Sociological Imagination 

Reading: “Chapter 1: Introduction” (p. 3) 

“The Sociological Imagination,” Mills (pp. 4-7) 

“Hernando Washington,” McIntyre (pp. 10-13) 

Quiz 2: Due Wednesday 10/07 at 11:59pm. 

 

Lecture 3. Stefan Timmermans, A Sociological Look at Suicide 
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Lecture 4. Culture and Social Institutions  

Reading: “Chapter 2: Introduction” (p. 28) 

“Body Ritual Among the Nacirema,” Miner (pp. 82-85) 

“The (Mis)Education of Monica and Karen,” Hamilton and Armstrong (pp. 35-43) 

Quiz 3: Due Wednesday 10/07 at 11:59pm. 

 

Discussion Forum: 

1. Introduce Yourself. Due Wednesday 10/07 at 11:59pm. 

2. Find a connection to at least one other person in your section, responding to their 

introduction. Due Friday 10/09 at 11:59pm 

Section Meeting: Come prepared 10/08 & 10/09 with any questions about the course and early 

readings. 

Homework: Take the syllabus quiz and fill out the anonymous Introductory Survey. Both are due 

Sunday 10/11 at 11:59pm. 

 

WEEK 2 (10/11-10/17) 

Lecture 1. Sociological Research Methods I 

Reading: “Chapter 3. Introduction” (pp. 57-58) 

“Scientific Thinking,” Nardi (pp. 73-79) 

“Race, Gender, and New Essential Workers During COVID-19,” Pangborn and Rea (CCLE) 

Quiz 4: Due Wednesday 10/14 at 11:59pm. 

 

Lecture 2. Gabriel Rossman, Social Networks 

 

Lecture 3.  Sociological Research Methods II 

Reading: “Concepts, Indicators, and Reality,” Earl Babbie (pp. 61-64) 

“A ‘Soft Mixed Methods’ Approach to Studying Transgender Prisoners,” Jenness  

    (pp. 63-72) 

Quiz 5: Due Wednesday 10/14 at 11:59pm. 

 

Discussion Forum: 

1. Using concepts learned in the first couple weeks, put on your sociology cap and consider 

how you and your experiences would have been different had some aspect of your social 

location changed. Your answer should be 1-2 paragraphs. Due Wednesday 10/14 at 

11:59pm. 

2. Locate a statistic or research finding in the press. Post it, a link to the article or site where 

you found the statistic, and with a critical evaluation of the research (e.g., follow-up 

questions you might have, assumptions the researchers made, potential measurement 

issues, etc.). Your post should be 1-2 paragraphs. Although this is due Friday 10/16 at 

11:59pm, it is a good exercise to finish it earlier (and to read what section members 

found/wrote too). 

Section Meeting: Mini-Exam: The mini-exam will be available during section windows (from 9am 

Thursday 10/15 until 5pm Friday 10/16) and must be completed before 5pm Friday. The shortened 

exam is timed for 50 minutes. See the course website for complete information. 
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Homework: None 

THE CONSTRUCTION OF SELF AND SOCIETY 

WEEK 3 (10/18-10/24) 

Lecture 1. Social Construction 

Reading: “Chapter 4: Introduction” (p. 81) 

“Culture of Fear,” Glassner (pp. 34-45) 

“The Social Context of Hoarding,” Schaeffer (pp. 46-53) 

Quiz 6: Due Wednesday 10/21 at 11:59pm. 

 

Lecture 2. Critical Thinking 

Reading: “The Crack Attack: Politics, Media, and the Crack Scare,” Reinarman and Levine (CCLE) 
Reinarman, Craig and Harry G. Levine. 1997. Crack in America: Demon Drugs and Social Justice. University of 

California. 

Quiz 7: Due Wednesday 10/21 at 11:59pm. 

 

Discussion Forum: 

1. The Thomas Theorem says that situations perceived to be real will be real in their 

consequences. Give an example of something that you take as being truth or knowledge 

(e.g. definitions of femininity/masculinity, or what constitutes illness and deviance, etc.) 

that is socially constructed and describe how it affected your behavior or other 

consequences. Due Wednesday 10/21 at 11:59pm. 

2. Post a question or comment about the material so far (readings/lectures/guest lecture) 

AND/OR an engaged response to someone else’s post in this section of the forum. See the 

course website for an explanation of what we mean by an engaged response. Due Friday 

10/23 at 11:59pm.  

Section Meeting: We will do a “lumping and splitting” activity and you will meet your small group 

members. Be prepared to share with your group how learning to see and think sociologically has 

changed your perspective.  

Homework: Use Brookfield’s Framework to think through an assumption from social life in a two-page, 

double-spaced paper. What is the assumption? How is it related to time and place in culture? What are 

alternative ways of thinking about the assumption? What would it require to directly challenge this 

assumption? Due Sunday 10/25 at 11:59pm. 

 

THE CONSTRUCTION OF SELF AND SOCIETY 

WEEK 4 (10/25-10/31) 

Lecture 1. Socialization 

Reading: “Becoming a Marihuana User, Becoming a Marihuana User, Becker (CCLE) 
Excerpts from: Becker, Howard S. 1953. “Becoming a Marihuana User.” American Journal of Sociology 59:235-242. 

“Working ‘the Code’: On Girls, Gender, and Inner-City Violence,” Jones (pp. 113-120) 

Quiz 8: Due Wednesday 10/28 at 11:59 pm. 

  

Lecture 2. Jeff Guhin, Sociology of Religion 
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Lecture 3. Gender Socialization 

Reading: “Chapter 5: Introduction” (pp. 99-100) 

“Country Masculinity,” Desmond (pp. 86-90) 

 “Tiger Girls on the Soccer Field,” Friedman (pp. 110-117) 

Quiz 9: Due Wednesday 10/28 at 11:59 pm. 

 

Discussion Forum: 

1. Using ideas from the last couple weeks, write about a favorite television show, movie, or 

book from while you were growing up. What reality did it construct for you? What values 

or beliefs might it have taught you? Your answer should be 1-2 paragraphs. Due 

Wednesday 10/28 at 11:59pm 

2. Post an engaged response to someone’s reflection, perhaps noting your own experiences 

or take-aways from the same or a similar source. Due Friday 10/30 at 11:59 pm. 

Section Meeting: Come prepared with questions about the readings or lectures for Weeks 3 & 4.  

Homework: Watch one of the socialization movies on Kanopy, filling out the CCLE questionnaire on 

what you learned and will take away from it. 

 

WEEK 5 (11/01-11/07) 

Lecture 1. The Self 

Reading: “Life as a Maid’s Daughter,” Romero (pp. 101-108) 

Quiz 10: Due Wednesday 11/04 at 11:59 pm. 

 

Lecture 2. The Definition of the Situation 

Reading: “Blue Chip Blacks: Managing Race in Public Spaces,” Lacy (pp. 135-146) 

Quiz 11: Due Wednesday 11/04 at 11:59 pm. 

 

Lecture 3. The Presentation of Self 

Reading: “The Presentation of Self in Everyday Life: Selections,” Goffman (pp. 122-130)   

“Performing Trans Masculinity Online,” Stein (pp. 131-134) 

Quiz 12: Due Wednesday 11/04 at 11:59 pm. 

 

Discussion Forum: 

1. Post a bitmoji, video, or picture of yourself and in one paragraph discuss the specific 

identities it showcases. Due Wednesday 11/04 at 11:59 pm. 

2. Post a question or comment about the material in Weeks 4 & 5 (readings/lectures) 

AND/OR an engaged response to someone else’s post in this section of the forum. Due 

Friday 11/06 at 11:59 pm. 

Section Meeting: Come prepared to talk about Goffman’s “Presentation of Self.” It is a difficult reading 

for many, despite a widespread affection toward the ideas once students understand them.  

Optional Homework: Watch Sex and The City: “The Drought” on CCLE, looking for examples of 

impression management tactics, the definition of the situation and other sociological concepts. Join an 

optional discussion of the episode and its sociology with Prof. Collett on Sunday 11/09 at 3:30pm PDT.  

Homework: Unless you earned a perfect score the first time, revise your Brookfield’s Framework paper 

from Week 3. Due Sunday 11/08 at 11:59pm. 
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WEEK 6 (11/08-11/14)*  

*All Wednesday deadlines are pushed back until Thursday because of the Veteran’s Day holiday and 

there is no Wednesday discussion forum post. 

Lecture 1. Deviance and Labeling 

Reading: “Chapter 8: Introduction” (p. 181) 

“Overcoming the Obscene in Evangelical Sex Websites,” Burke (pp. 188-193)  

“Fat Shame to Fat Pride: Fat Women’s Sexual and Dating Experiences,”  

    Gailey (pp. 194-204) 

Quiz 13: Due Thursday 11/12 at 11:59 pm. 

 

Lecture 2. Building Social Relationships 

Reading: “Ch. 7 Introduction” (pp. 147-148) 

“The Radical Idea of Marrying for Love,” Coontz (pp. 149-158) 

Quiz 14: Due Thursday 11/12 at 11:59pm 

 

Lecture 3. Family and Demography 

Reading: “Marrying across Class Lines,” Streib (pp. 235-239) 

“Life and Love Outside the Citizenship Binary,” Schueths (pp. 172-180) 

Quiz 15: Due Thursday 11/12 at 11:59 pm. 

 

Discussion Forum: 

1. Work with your fellow group members via Zoom, email, or Google Docs to create a one-

page summary of your group’s assigned reading to post to the exam review resources. 

This summary can be formatted however your group believes it would be most helpful to 

fellow students. Due Friday 11/13 at 11:59pm. 

Section Meeting: Come prepared with questions that you have about Exam 2 and studying for it. 

Homework: None  

Optional Review Session with Prof. Collett: Sunday 11/15, 6-8pm via Zoom 

 

Exam 2, Monday 11/16:  

● Social Construction and Critical Thinking 

● Socialization, Culture, Norms, and Deviance 

● Self, Identity, and Impression Management 

● Intimacy and Family 

 

Exam 2 will be available the Monday of Week 7 (11/16) on CCLE between 7am and 7pm. The exam is 

timed for 75 minutes. See the course website for complete information. 

 

SOCIAL STRUCTURE, INSTITUTIONS, AND EVERYDAY LIFE 

 

WEEK 7 (11/15-11/21): 

Midterm Exam on Monday 11/16 (7am-7pm) 

  



 

11 
 

WEEK 7 cont. 

Lecture 1. Organizations and Social Institutions 

Reading: Chapter 9: Introduction” (p. 205) 

 “Anybody’s Son Will Do,” Dyer (pp. 216-222) 

Quiz 16: Due Wednesday 11/18 at 11:59 pm. 

 

Lecture 2. Dimensions of Difference: Class, Race, Gender, and More 

Reading: “Cool Stores, Bad Jobs,” Besen-Cassino (pp. 206-209) 

 “Separate and Unequal Justice,” Van Cleve (pp. 210-215) 

Quiz 17: Due Wednesday 11/18 at 11:59 pm. 

 

Discussion Forum: 

1. Share an effective studying strategy. For example, what are you happy that you did 

before the midterm given the questions? Or what do you wish you had done? Due 

Wednesday 11/18 at 11:59 pm. 

2. We have been talking about institutions, organizations, and dimensions of difference all 

quarter. In 1-2 paragraphs, take another reading from this quarter and connect it to ideas 

covered in this week’s lectures. Due Friday 11/20 at 11:59 pm. 

Section Meeting: Even with the exam behind us, these topics and readings are building on what we’ve 

already learned this quarter. Come prepared to discuss how that is, and the connection between social 

institutions, organizations, and inequality. 

Homework: Visit implicit.hardvard.edu and take one of the social attitudes implicit associations tests 

based on dimensions of difference. Fill out your results and reflect on them in the worksheet on CCLE. 

Due Sunday 11/22 at 11:59pm. 

 

WEEK 8 (11/22-11/28):   

Lecture 1. Jennie Brand: Social Stratification and Inequality 

Reading: “Chapter 10: Introduction” (pp. 223-224) 

“Branded with Infamy: Inscriptions of Poverty and Class in America,” Adair (pp. 225-234) 

Video: “Tammy’s Story” from People Like Us on CCLE 

Quiz 18: Due Wednesday 11/25 at 11:59 pm. 

 

Lecture 2. Human, Social, and Cultural Capital 

Reading: “Becoming a Geek Girl: Race, Inequality, and the Social Geography of Childhood,” Alfrey  

     and Twine (pp. 240-254) 

Quiz 19: Due Wednesday 11/25 at 11:59 pm. 

 

Lecture 3. Race and Ethnicity 

Reading: “Chapter 11: Introduction” (p. 255) 

“Optional Ethnicities,” Waters (pp. 256-261) 

“Racism in America: To Be Continued…” (pp. 361-364) 

Quiz 20: Due Wednesday 11/25 at 11:59 pm. 
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Discussion Forum: 

1. What is your racial or ethnic identity? In 1-2 paragraphs, describe when you learned you 

belonged to such a group and some specific ways it manifests in your life. Due 

Wednesday 11/25 at 11:59 pm. 

Section Meeting: None. University Holiday for Thanksgiving 

Homework: Play Spent online (http://playspent.org/), documenting the type of choices that you made 

and why, then write 1-2 paragraphs on the emotions you experienced during the exercise and what 

you learned from the experience. Due Sunday 11/29 at 11:59pm. 

 

WEEK 9 (11/29-12/05):  

Lecture 1. Abigail Saguy: Sociology of Gender 

Reading: “Chapter 12: Introduction” 

"Cowboy Up!": Non-Hegemonic Representations of Masculinity in Children's Television    

     Programming, Myers (CCLE) 
     Myers, Kristen. 2012. “’Cowboy Up!’: Non-Hegemonic Representations of Masculinity in Children's Television Programming.”  

       The Journal of Men’s Studies 20: 125-143. 
Quiz 21: Due Wednesday 12/02 at 11:59 pm. 

 

Lecture 2. Inequality at Work and Home 

Reading: “Black Women and a New Definition of Womanhood,” Landry (pp. 262-271) 

“Still a Man’s World: Men Who Do ‘Women’s Work,’” Williams (pp. 287-295) 

Quiz 22: Due Wednesday 12/02 at 11:59 pm. 

 

Discussion Forum: 

1. Post a link to a tiktok, vine, tweet, or meme that either illustrates or challenges 

heteronormative gender ideas and expectations. It can be lighthearted or serious. If 

you're struggling to find one, feel free to create your own! Due Wednesday 12/02 at 

11:59pm 

2. Post a question or comment about the material in Weeks 7, 8, & 9 (readings/lectures) 

AND/OR an engaged response to someone else’s post in this section of the forum. Due 

Friday 12/04 at 11:59 pm. 

Section Meeting: Come prepared to talk about the last readings from the last couple weeks. 

Homework: Select one day this week to document all the specific ways that you do gender throughout 

the day. Keep a running inventory in a notebook (or on your phone, computer, etc.). Submit the list by 

Sunday 12/06 at 11:59pm. 

 

WEEK 10 (12/06-12/12):  

Lecture 1. Inequality in Crime and Policing 

Reading: “Imprisoned Black Women in Popular Media,” Snead-Greene and Royster (pp. 182-187) 

“The Mechanics of Manhood among Delinquent Boys,” Rios and Sarabia (pp. 296-308) 

“Black Lives Matter: Toward a Modern Practice of Mass Struggle,” Rickford (pp. 334-341) 

Quiz 23: Due Wednesday 12/09 at 11:59 pm. 
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Lecture 2. Min Zhou: Immigration and Demographic Transformation 

Reading: “Chapter 13: Introduction” (pp. 318-319) 

“Love and Gold,” Hochschild (pp. 320-326)  

Quiz 24: Due Wednesday 12/09 at 11:59 pm. 

 

Lecture 3. Sociological Imagination, Revisited 

Reading: “Is Hooking Up Bad for Young Women?,” Armstrong, Hamilton and England (CCLE) 
     Armstrong, E. A., L. Hamilton, and P. England. 2010. "Is Hooking Up Bad for Young Women?" Contexts 9(3): 22-27. 

“Invitation to Sociology,” Berger (CCLE) 
       Berger, Peter L. 1963. Invitation to Sociology: A Humanistic Perspective. Pelican.  

Quiz 25: Due Wednesday at 12/09 11:59 pm. 

 

Discussion Forum: 

1. Find a graph or figure that documents demographic change (or stability), explaining what 

it shows. Due Wednesday 12/09 at 11:59pm. 

2. Work with your fellow group members via Zoom, email, or Google Docs to create a one-

page summary of your group’s assigned reading to post to the exam review resources. 

This summary can be formatted however your group believes it would be most helpful to 

fellow students. Due Friday 12/11 at 11:59pm. 

Section Meeting: Come prepared to share something you learned that you will take with you for a long 

time, perhaps never forgetting and you thought it was so memorable? 

Homework: None 

Optional Review Session with Prof. Collett: Tuesday, 6-8pm via Zoom 

 

Final Exam, Finals Week  

● Social Institutions and Organizations 

● Stratification 

● Class, Race, and Gender 

● Demographic Change 

 

The final will be offered in two different versions during finals. Our original slot was Wednesday of finals 

week (12/16). That day I will have it open from 7am-7pm. I will also offer an opportunity Saturday 

(12/12) from 3-7pm. The exam is timed for 100 minutes.    


