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* This Syllabus is temporary and it still hasn’t been updated with the recent change 
of the course being offered completely online due to in-person lessons being 
cancelled. 

 

Instructor: Aina Soley   

Office: Rolfe Hall 4328    (Zoom meeting) 

Office Hours: Mondays 11-12 (or by appointment) 

E-mail*: asoleymateu@ad.ucla.edu 

  

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

  

This course is aimed at giving an introduction to the Catalan language and Catalan culture 
from a wide range of activities focused on the task-based and the communicative approach. 
The classes will involve a variety of activities, which are designed to develop the learners’ 
listening, reading, speaking and writing skills. Therefore, regular class attendance is a 
requisite to pass this course.  

  

The core objectives of this course are: 

• Provide a solid and comprehensive foundation of Catalan grammar that will allow 
students to have everyday conversations, to read a variety of Catalan texts and to write 
different types of compositions and dialogues. 

  

• Engage the students in meaningful interactions promoting intercultural 
communication. The students will be introduced to real-life situations through Catalan 
conversation. In addition, the students will be encouraged to pursue Catalan 
conversation inside and outside the class (in online and offline environments). 

  



• Culture is conveyed from an intercultural perspective engaging the students in 
exchanging their perspectives on culture.  Different teaching activities are arranged to 
introduce students to the wider cultural context of the Catalan language. They are also 
encouraged to participate in the Catalan cultural events that may be organized by 
different organizations during this semester, on and off campus campus. 

• By the end of this course, students will be able to produce a short paper (2-3 pages) on 
a topic of their choosing that has any relation with Catalan language or culture.    

  

 

REQUIRED TEXTBOOKS 

Materials will be provided in the classroom. 
 
 
EVALUATION 

Mid-term test Week 5  - online test 20% 

Final test Week 10 - online test 25% 

Final tasks 
Final tasks on Canvas at the end of every Module 

(due dates are posted on Canvas) 
20% 

Online quizzes 
Due dates for the online quizzes are posted on the 

list of activities in every Canvas Module.  
10% 

Final project and oral 
presentation Week Week 10 25% 

 
 
 
 
CLASS DYNAMICS 
 
 
Class time will be devoted to communicative activities with the focus on learning 
gramatical structures, vocabulary and pragmatics. The course includes an introduction to 
Catalan culture with attention to Catalan literature, music, traditions, gastronomy, and 
geography. 
 
Readings and videos will be assigned to the at home. Every reading and listening will be 
followed by a comprehension check quiz. 
 



Preparation and Practice: 
You are required to come regularly to class and complete the online assignments before 
and after the classes. The tasks and assignments will be posted in the Canvas Page in every 
Module. 
 
In-Class Participation 
Active participation is required to complete the course. You should be willing to engage in 
paired and group activities, since promoting communication and interaction in Catalan is 
the core objective in this course. 
You are expected to prepare an oral presentation during the term. Further information will 
be provided during the course. 
 
 
Written Exams 
The precise dates are indicated in the calendar. You are expected to demonstrate the 
acquisition of the structures taught in class and the ability to communicate at the required 
course level. 
 
COURSE GRADE 
The final course grade will be based on a percentage system of the points accumulated 
during the quarter, according to the following scale: 
 
 
100-98 = A+ 
97-94 = A 
93-90 = A- 
89-87 = B+ 
86-83 = B 
82-80 = B- 
79-77 = C+ 
76-73 = C 
72-70 = C- 
69-67 = D+ 
66-63 = D 
62-60 = D 
59-0 = F 
 
 
Please note below the criteria for passing the course, there will be no exceptions . 
 
For P/NP grading (undergraduates), P = C (73) or better. 
For S/U grading (graduate students), S = B (83) or better. 
 
 
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY 
 
As a student and member of the University community, you are expected to demonstrate 
integrity in all of your academic endeavors. You are evaluated on your own merits. Be 
proud of your accomplishments and protect academic integrity at UCLA. 
 
As specified by University policy, violations or attempted violations of academic dishonesty 



include, but are limited to: cheating, fabrication, plagiarism, multiple submissions, or 
facilitating academic dishonesty (See University of California Policies Applying to Campus 
Activities, Organizations, and Students, 102.01). 
 
Violations of the academic integrity policy are not acceptable and will not be tolerated. For 
moreinformation, please visit: http://www.deanofstudents.ucla.edu/students.html 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Links 
 
Catalan at UCLA – blog of the events in and off campus related to the Catalan language 
and 
culture. The students will be encouraged to participate in the blog. 
www.catalanucla.wordpress.com 
 
Twitter – Catalan at UCLA 
https://twitter.com/catalan_ucla 
 
Casal Català Los Angeles – community of Catalan speakers supporting the Catalan culture 
and organizing cultural events 
http://www.casalcatalalosangeles.org/ 


